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7. Do not cut the Sabbath short. The church of Rome has half

holidays; God never appointed any such; it is one whole day.

Alas ! it is a sad thing to see how the Lord's day is so consumed, as

if people would make up the loss of a day out of Saturday's night

and Monday's morning, which they do by cutting short the Lord's

day.

8. Lastly, Labour to be in a Sabbath-day's frame. Let the

thoughts of worldly business, far more worldly words and works

be far from you. To press this, consider,

(1.) It is God's command, whereby he tries your love to him.

This day is as the forbidden fruit. Who does not condemn Adam
and Eve for eating it ? do not profane it any manner of way !

(2.) Heaven will be an everlasting Sabbath, and our conversation

should be heaven-like. If we grudge the Lord one day in seven,

how will we relish eternity ? "We are ready to complain that we

are toiled with the world : why then do we not enter into his rest ?

(3.) The great advantage of sanctifying the Lord's day. He has

made it a day of blessing. It is God's deal-day ; and keeps up the

heart of many through the week while they think of its approach.

(4.) Lastly, Ye will bring wrath on you if ye do not sanctify the

Sabbath. God may plague you with temporal, spiritual, and eter-

nal plagues. Many begin with this sin of profaning the Lord's day,

and it brings upon them the wrath of God, both in this world and

that which is to come.

OF THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT.

Exod. xx. 12.

—

Honour thy father avid thy mother: that thy days may

be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

We come now to the second table of the law, which teacheth us our

duty to man, i. e. to ourselves and others. There are two parts of

religion, piety towards God, comprehending our duty to God, imme-

diately delivered in the four first commandments ; righteousness,

our duty to our neighbour, delivered in the last six. As God has

set the four first commands to maintain his own worship and honour

in the world; so he has covered man with the last six. The fifth

command is a fence for him in his station, Avhatcver it is ; the sixth

guards his life; the seventh is a fence to his chastity; the eighth,

to his goods ; the ninth, to his name ; and the tenth, to all that is

his. Over these hedges no man must break, under the pain of the

Lawgiver's displeasure.
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Religion must run through the whole course of our conversation,

and mix itself with all our actions, those that respect men ! as well

as those that respect God immediately. Therefore in vain do they

pretend to religion, that make no conscience of their duty to men.

Religion makes not a man only a good man but a good neighbour.,.

And it is observable, that these duties are ordinarily made the try-

ing point to professors of religion. And if ye have got any good of

the late solemn occasion, ye will not only love God more, but love

your neighbour more ; not only grow in duties of piety towards God,

but of righteousness to men, giving every one their due, Micah vi.

6, 7, 8. Zech. viii. 16, 17- Matth. xix. 18, 19. Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10.

In this passage there is a command, Honour thy father and thy

•mother ; and the reason of it, that thy clays may be long upon the land

which the Lord thy God giveth thee. In the command two things ar.e

to be considered.

1. The object, father 'and mother. By these are meant not only

onr natural parents, but also all superiors, superiors in age, 1 Tim.

v. 1, 2; such as are superior to us in gifts or grace, Gen. iv. 20. and

xlv. 8 ; but especially such as are by God's ordinance over us in au-

thority, whether in the family, as husbands, 2 Sam. xii. 3 ; masters,

2 Kings v. 13 ; in the church, as ministers and other church-officers,

2 Kings ii. 12. or in the state, as magistrates, supreme or subordi-

nate, Isa. xlix. 23. These are more directly meant by father and

mother who are to be honoured.

These are the objects of this command expressed. The objects

implied are,

(1.) All inferiors; that is, not only children, but the younger,

the weaker in gifts and grace, wives, servants, people, subjects.

That these are also the objects of this command, is clear, if ye con-

sider, that their superiors are called fathers and mothers to them in

the command, and consequently it binds them to be as fathers unto

them.

2. All equals ; that is, brethren, sisters, friends, neighbours, and

all amongst whom there is little difference as to age, gifts, grace,

place, or dignity. That the command respects these also, is clear if

we consider, that Christ sums up the whole second table in that

general, ' Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.' Therefore our

neighbour in the general must be the object of this command, as

well as the rest of the second table.

3. The duty, Honour, All these must be honoured by their rela-

tives. Giving honour does not imply the superiority of the per-

son honoured ; God himself will honour those that honour him ; and

all men must be honoured by us, whether they be our superiors, in-
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feriors, or equals, 1 Pet. ii. 17- God lias put some excellency of

his in every person, for which they are to be honoured. The titles

of father, husband, teacher, and ruler, are honourable, for they are

God's titles. The station wherein God has set every one, though

N inferiors or equals, is honourable ; for they shine most beautifully,

that shine in their own sphere. And there is no person on whom
God has not bestowed something of his own, for which that person

is to be honoured even by his superiors ; esteemed inwardly in the

heart, which is to be vented by a respectful outward carriage to

them.

For the further opening of these words take notice,

1. That this command, whose scope is the performance of relative

duties, is the first of the second table. In which the wisdom of God

is to be adored, this command having a general influence on all the

rest, so that we cannot transgress the rest but we transgress this in

the first place. And it is worthy of observation, that such as bring

themselves to an ill end, by murder, adultery, theft, &c. ordinarily

pitch on disobedience to their parents as the inlet to all these, Prov.

xxx. 17-

2. That as the fourth commandment is particularly directed to

superiors, so this is to inferiors
;
particularly because subjection and

submission is that which goes worst down with the proud hearts of

the children of men ; and therefore God doth the more expressly re-

quire it.

3. That superiors are styled fathers and mothers. And that is,

(1.) To teach superiors their duty towards their inferiors, that they

owe them such tenderness and kindness as parents to their own chil-

dren, Num. xi. 12. (2.) To make inferiors the more cheerfully and

willingly to give due honour to them, 1 Cor. iv. 14, 15.

In discoursing from this subject I shall shew,

I. What is required in this fifth commandment.

II. "What is forbidden in it.

III. The reason annexed to it.

IV. Make improvement, as I go along.

I. I am to shew, what is required in this command. According

to our Catechism, it requires ' the preserving the honour, and per-

forming the duties, belonging to every one in their several places

and relations ; as superiors, inferiors, or equals.'

In speaking to this I shall,

1. Take notice of God's appointment of several places and re-

lations.

2. Consider the necessity of the performance of relative duties in

general.
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3. Shew the duties of the particular relations wherein we severally

stand.

FIRST, I am to take notice of God's appointment of several

places and relations. Observe, that a difference of places and rela-

tions amongst the children of men is of divine appointment. All

are not alike. Some God will have to be superiors, others inferiors,

others equals
;
yea, the same persons superiors in respect of some,

and inferiors in respect of others. This command supp*oseth this, as

the eighth doth a propriety of goods. God is a God of order, not

of confusion : so that the levelling design is levelled against the

divine will. It serves,

1. To manifest the sovereignty of God that invests one man more

than another with dominion and honour, though all are of one

blood; takes one piece of clay and sets it on a throne, and sets an-

other piece of the same on a dunghill. He himself is the King of

the world, and the fountain of honour.

2. To beautify the world, God, who has made the natural body of

man not all one lump, but consisting of several members, some more,

some less honourable, for the beauty of the whole, has so shewed his

wisdom in the political body.

3. It is necessary in this state of sin, especially for the preserv-

ing of the world, which, without rules and government in families,

churches, and states, would be like a ship without a pilot amongst

dangerous rocks.

Use. Let every one then be content with his place assigned him

by the Divine Providence. Are worse than yourselves set above

you ? God has done it ; say you Amen to your own post. And do

the duty of your place and relation ; and that will be your greatest

honour. The moon shining by night is very beautiful, but in the

day there is little beauty with her. As little is there in those who,

forsaking their own place and the duties thereof, thrust themselves

into that of another, and act without their proper spheres.

SECONDLY, Let us consider the necessity of performance of re-

lative duties in general. Observe that the conscientious perform-

ance of relative duties is a necessary piece of true religion. The

fifth commandment requireth ' the preserving the honour, and per-

forming the duties, belonging to every one in their several places

and relations.' True religion consists of faith and holiness ; and

true holiness is made up of personal and relative holiness. Do not

think that religion has no concern in thy domestic and civil affairs.

All of us are in some relations, husbands, wives, children, servants,

neighbours. Each of these has its own train of duties. Be thou

master, servant, &c. here arc thy instructions sent down from hea-
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ven, how to carry in thy place and relation. Thou wilt say, Who
is concerned how I carry to my relations ? I tell ycu, God is con-

cerned, and he will require it. His commands are like a man's sha-

dow ; wherever he goes, they follow him. The necessity thereof is

apparent.

1. The conscientious performance of relative duties is necessary

in respect of the command of God. The command for them is the

first of the &cond table. God, who hath placed us in these rela-

tions, binds us by his sovereign authority to perform the duties of

the same. The same stamp of divine authority is on these com-

mands that is upon the command to pray, &c. And he will not be

satisfied with our overlooking our duty.

2. It is necessary to evidence us to be Christians indeed, no man

can justly pretend to be a new creature, that does not make consci-

ence of relative duties, 2 Cor. v. 17- Saving grace goes through all

relations, like leaven in a lump, and sets men right in them. It

makes the man not only a good man, but a good neighbour, hus-

band, servant, &c. the woman a good neighbour, wife, servant, &c.

For,

(1.) Relative duties are an integral part of true godliness; they

are a part of the new man, Eph. iv. 24, 25. A body that wants a

leg or an arm is no complete body ; and a man that wants relative

holiness is no complete Christian, no evangelically complete Chris-

tian, 2 Pet. i. 7, 9.

(2.) Relative holiness is an essential part of true godliness ; it

cannot be without it, more than the body can live without the soul,

2 Pet. i. 7, 9. ' Shew me thy faith by thy works,' says the apostle
;

and so may we say, Shew me thy personal holiness by thy relative

holiness, Eph. v. 9.

(3.) Relative duties are the great trying points of the work of

Christianity, which, if any thing, will try what metal people are of.

A man is that really which he is relatively. And if there be any

defect in the professor of religion, search for it in his relations, and

it will readily be found in one or all of them. The pride of men's

hearts makes them often very difficult of access ; superiors, through

their pride of heart, are apt to tyrannise ; inferiors, through theirs,

think themselves as good, and cannot comport with subjection.

Every man naturally loves to be master, and seeks himself; hence

there is no dutifulness to equals.

3. It is necessary as a piece of conformity to the Lord Jesus

Christ. He is not a complete Christian that has not received of

Christ grace for grace. We must prove our union with him by our
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conformity to him, 1 John ii. 6. He stood in various relations, and

therein was a pattern to us. H* is a loving husband to his church,

Eph. v. 25. a faithfnl Servant to his Father ; a kind and affectionate

Master to his servants; a dutiful subject to the magistrate ; and an

obedient child, Luke ii. 51.

4. It is necessary to make a useful Christian. Cumber-grounds

must be cut down, Luke xiii. 7- And a useless Christian is like the

vine, which if it bear not fruit, is good for nothing but the fire,

Ezek. xv. Now, shall we be useless in the world ? And useful we

cannot be but in our several places and relations, discharging the

duties of the same ; and useful we are, if we do the duties of the re-

lations wherein we stand. How is the eye, the tongue, &c. useful ?

"Why if they remain in their proper place, and do their proper

office : whereas, if they either be removed out of their place, or in

it do not their office, they are useless. Let us make a help meet for

man, said God, when he brought the first relation into the world.

So that relative duties, as we stand in relation to others, in family,

church, or state, are the proper orb of usefulness. They that are

useful there, are useful indeed ; and they who are useless there, are

useless altogether in the world.

5. It is necessary to make a straight Christian. If we will go

straight in religion, we must go as it were with these two legs, per-

sonal duties and relative duties. If either of these be wanting, then

our way is like ' the legs of the lame that are not equal,' Prov. xxvi.

7. An unequal pulse shews a distempered body. How many such

crooked professors are there, saints abroad, but devils at home ?

But see Psal. cxxv. 5. ' As for such as turn aside unto their crooked

ways, the Lord shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity.'

6. Lastly, It is necessary for personal holiness. These are like

live coals
;
put them together, and they will burn : but put them

asunder, and they will both go out, 1 Pet. iii. 7. A sad evidence of

this is to be seen in many, who, while they were single, gave good

hopes of themselves, and had fair blossoms of religion : but being

married, and making no conscience of their duty to their relatives,

all good goes from them, their spirits sour, their souls wither, and

their spiritual case goes quite to wreck.

It is a common observation of such as slight relative duties, that

their relatives are not in their duty to them. But though it be so,

this tie is laid on them by divine authority, and so cannot be taken

off that way. Must I go out of my duty, because another goes out

of his duty to me ? No. See 1 Pet. ii. 18, &c. It is the way to

gain them to their duty, chap. iii. 1.

Use 1. Of information. This lets us see, that,
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1. There is very little true religion in the world, there is so little

relative holiness in it. There are two things that make this evident.

(1.) How few are there that make any conscience at all of their

duty to their relatives ? We may take up Micah's lamentation over

the land at this day, Micah vii. 1,—6. If we look to the church,

what confusions are there', with untender ministers, and unruly peo-

ple ? the stars losing their light, and trampled under foot with con-

tempt. If we look to the state, magistrates abusing their authority,

and people despising them and their authority too. If we look into

families, what disorder is there ? parents careless, children disobe-

dient, husbands untender, wives stubborn, masters rigid, and ser-

vants unfaithful. A sad evidence of the decay of religion, that the

world is so far out of course.

(2.) The relative duties that are done, how few of them are done

in a right manner ? To do the duty itself may please men ; but God

will never accept it if it is not done in a right manner. A good

humour is all with many, who have no principle of a new nature.

A natural affection prevails with some ; love to peace makes others

do their duty : and fear of their relatives puts on others to do their

duty ; while, in the mean time they are nowise stirred up thereto

from the fear and love of God ; nor have they any respect to the

command of God in what they do. But is that religion ? will God

ever accept of that as obedience to him ? No, no, Rom. xiii. 5.

1 Pet. iii. 6.

2. This lets us see what need all of us have to be humbled for our

defects in relative duties; what need Ave have of the blood of Christ

to wash away our guilt in these ; what need we have of the Spirit of

Christ to help us unto these duties. Oh ! they are not easy : nature

will never comply with the work, or at best but bungle at it. We
have much need to pray for the Divine assistance in this matter

;

as without him we can do nothing, even in these outward duties.

Use II. Of exhortation. Set yourselves to make conscience of

relatives. For motives to press this, consider,

1. This will be a notable mean of good to yourselves. He that

thus lays out himself, lays up for himself indeed what the world

cannot take from him. (1.) It will be an evidence of the sincerity

of your obedience, if to personal holiness ye join relative holiness

too, Psal. cxix. 6. (2.) It will be a great promoter of personal

holiness; for he that watereth, shall be watered also himself. (3.)

It will waft you in within the compass of the promise in the text.

2. The conscientious performance of relative duties is the way to

do good to others. Would ye be useful for God, or useful to your

relatives? then do this? This would make vou a blessing like
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Abraham. There is nothing more convincing, and more likely to

make others fall in love with religion, than this, 1 Pet. iii. 1.

3. If ye make no conscience of these duties, it will discover the

rottenness and unsoundness of your hearts, Psal. cxix. 6. When
God changeth the heart, he writes his laws on it, and these laws

among others. And the want of this will bring in that dittay, not-

withstanding all thy pretended religion, ' One thing thou lackest.'

4. The neglect of these duties, and unfaithfulness in them, /loes

much ill to religion. The world will observe how people manage

tire duties of their relatio'ns ; and a flaw there is a sad stumbling-

block, that makes others dislike religion. That religion that tends

not to the good of society, what does it avail ? Suppose a professor

to have a graceless neighbour, can he take a readier way to stumble

him at religion, than to be an ill and unconscionable neighbour ?

That is a remarkable admonition, 1 Tim. vi. 1. ' Let as many ser-

vants as are under the yoke, count their own masters Avorthy of all

honour ; that the name of God, and his doctrine, be not blasphemed,'

Many pride themselves in their contempt of magistrates and their

authority ; but I am convinced it has no small influence on the malig-

nancy and atheism of the age, and scares many from the religion

that we profess. The malicious Jews knew very well the influence

that it would have ; and therefore tempted our Lord with a question

relative to paying tribute to Csesar, Matth. xxii. 16, &c. But see

our Lord's practice, Matth. xvii. 27.

5. God takes special notice of the conscientious performance of

relative duties ; for indeed those that are most observant of them

are most useful for God in the world. What a noble commendation

is that of Enoch, that he walked with God? Gen. v. 22. of Abraham,

of whom the Lord said, ' Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which

I do ? For I know him, that he will command his children, and his

household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do

justice and judgment,' Gen. xviii. 17, 19 ; and of Sarah, 1 Pet. iii. 6.

who ' obeying Abraham, calling him lord.' Nay, at the great day

of judgment, it is relative duties that are pitched upon as evidences

for the saints ; and the neglect of these is the ground of the con-

demnation of the wicked. It is not what passed or did not pass be-

twixt God and them, but what passed betwixt their neighbours and

them, upon which the sentence of absolution or condemnation is

founded.

6. Ere long all these relations will be taken away, and then ye

will have no more access to do a duty to them. Ordinary emergencies

may separate betwixt the servant and master, minister and people,

one neighbour and another. Death comes and dissolves all relations,
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Job iii. 17, 18, 19. This dissolves the relation betwixt husband and

wife, parents and children. Should we not then take that warning?

Gal. vi. 10. 'As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto

all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith V

When they are gone, many times the neglect stings terribly.

7. Thy undutifulness that way may ruin thy relative ; for by such

a stroke ordinarily it is not one, but two that fall together. And if

God^do keep them up, yet ye do what in you lies to ruin them. The

rich man in hell desires not to see his brethren. Why, dreadful is

the meeting that many relatives will have one with another at tlvat

place.

Lastly, The neglect of these duties will undoubtedly ruin you, if

ye get not pardon and grace to reform that neglect, Heb. xii. 14. Tf

ye have any love to your own souls, then endeavour after this.

I offer you the following directions.

1. Keep up a sense of your own inability for relative duties, and

look to the Lord for strength to perform them. People look on these

but as common things, and live not by faith with respect to them,

and the Lord leaves them so as they mar all. Prayer and faith in

the promises are necessary to the performance of these duties.

2. "Watch. Satan bends his force against this particularly, be-

cause he is in a fair way to ruin two at least at once. So relatives

should join forces to resist him, and carefully watch against this

subtile enemy.

3. Lastly, Consider ye have to do with God in that matter, and

not merely with another. It is he that has set you in your several

relations, and has prescribed the laws whereby ye must walk with

him in them. He is your witness, and will be your Judge with re-

spect to your behaviour in that relation, according to these laws.

THIRDLY, I come now to consider the duties of the particular

relations wherein we severally stand ; and they are two in general

;

those of superiors and inferiors, and that of equals. The former is

of two sorts. There are some relations where one of the relatives

has power and authority over the other ; and those that import a

mere preference. The first of these we may consider with respect

to the family, the church, the commonwealth.

In the family we find three relations, of superiors and inferiors,

husband and wife, parents and children, masters and servants, where-

in one of the relatives has power and authority over the other.

I shall begin with the family-relations, and therein with the first

relation that was in the world, and from which all others do pro-

ceed, viz. that of husband and wife, and so proceed to the rest in

order. And we must be particular, that we may declare the whole
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counsel of God. I shall show you the laws of heaven with respect to

each of these relations, which if observed would make happy socie-

ties, families, &c. and when neglected keep the world in wild dis-

order ; and these are laws by which we shall be judged.

First, As for the relation betwixt husbands and wives, read Col.

iii. 18, 19. ' "Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it

is fit in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter

against them.' The apostle here lays down the duty of married per-

sons one to another. He begins with the duty of the wife, as that

of the children and servants, because their duty, through the sub-

jection that is in it, is the most difficult, and being conscientiously

performed, is the stronger motive to the husband, to do his duty,

as well as to the parent to do his. And here we have,

1. The sum of a wife's duty to her husband. Self-submission to

him, subjecting herself to him, comprehending the duty she owes to

him in her heart, words, and deeds. The qualification of this sub-

mission, the only restriction of it, is in the Lord ; that is, so as it be

consistent with her duty to Grod. That limitation observed, it ex-

tends to every thing, Eph. v. 24. (3.) The reasonableness of this, it

should not be complained of; it is Jit, just, and equitable in respect

of God's ordinance enjoining it, the infirmity of the woman as the

weaker sex, and the inconveniencies arising on the refusal of it.

2. The sum of the husband's duty is love to her. This compre-

hends in it the whole of his duty; for love will always be active,

and spread itself into the several duties he owes her, yea, and will

season all these duties, and tincture them with kindness to her. The

apostle comprehends all in this, both to sweeten the wife's subjection

on the one hand, and to temper his authority on the other. And
therefore he cautions against bitterness, and that both in heart, that

he hate her not, nor coldly love her, in words, and in deeds.

Husbands and wives may not carry to one another as they list,

but must be dutiful to one another, according to the word of God, as

they will be accountable to God.

Here I shall shew,

1. The duties common to both husband and wife.

2. Those more peculiar to each party.

First, I shall shew the duties common to both husband and wife.

1. Conjugal love, Tit. ii. 4. They must love one another with a

special love, not communicable to another. God's ordinauce has

made them one flesh, and God's law obliges them to be one heart.

They must love one another more than father or mother, yea, as

their own flesh, Eph. v. 28, 31. And where that love is wanting,

God is dishonoured, and the society is uncomfortable. And however

Yol. II. P
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scarce they may be of lovely qualities, we must love them because

they are ours.

2. Cohabitation, dwelling together ; which comprehends the ordi-

nary use of the same house, bed, and board, 1 Pet. iii. 7- 1 Cor. vii.

10. This is such a necessary duty, that an obstinate refusal in

either party to dwell together dissolves the marriage, 1 Cor. vii. 15.

that is wilful desertion. And if a man remove to another place for

a long time, and upon no bad cause, his wife is obliged to go with

him, if he desire, unless there be some imminent danger, either of

her body or soul ; and he is obliged to take her, if she desire. For

though it belongs to the husband as the head to determine the place

of their habitation, yet he cannot shake off his duty to his wife,

1 Cor. vii. 5. Gen. xii. 11.

3. Living together in peace, 1 Cor. vii. 15. We must follow peace

with all men ; but there are double ties on married persons to follow

peace with one another, and to watch that it be not broken. No
war is so unnatural as that which is betwixt them ; and none so

hopeless if they make it not up betwixt themselves. Did we see a

man tearing his own flesh, or a woman beating her head against a

wall, we would conclude they were mad. Yet thus it is in effect

where there is no peace betwixt husband and wife. The ancient

Pagan Greeks when they cut up the wedding-sacrifice, took the gall,

and with eager loathing flung it behind the altar, to shew that in

wedlock all bitterness must be put far away. There is none so

hopeless if they take it not up between themselves ; for there is

none to judge betwixt them but God : therefore, if they cannot clear,

they should bury their controversies, yielding for peace sake. And
though certainly it is most natural that the woman should first yield,

yet he is a foolish man that will not sacrifice of his own right to

peace, and yield, though to the weaker vessel, as Moses did to Zip-

porah, Exod. iv. 25, 26. Certainly whoso first yields shews most

respect to God, and stands fairest for the blessing, Matth. v. 9.

' Blessed are the peacemakers.'

4. Carefulness to please one another. The wife ought to suit her-

self to the will of her husband, so far as lawfully she may, 1 Cor.

vii. 34. watching against what is displeasing, and doing in things

lawful what she knows is pleasing, Gen. xxvii. 9. Yea, and the

husband must be careful to please her too, ver. 33. It is a piece of

that conjugal tenderness he owes her, not to do any thing that he

knows may justly displease her, and even to humour her in things

lawful and fit, for her greater comfort ; for though he is the head,

yet she is his own flesh. This would keep peace.

5. Living together not only in peace, but in love, delighting in
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one another's company, Eccl. ix. 9. living cheerfully and familiarly

together. A careless, morose, and unconversible humour, is opposite

to the end of the state of marriage, which is the mutual comfort of

the parties.

6. Honouring one another. The woman ought to honour her hus-

band, walking under a conscientious respect to that superiority God
has granted him over her, 1 Cor. xi. 7. So that she may not trample

upon his character as a husband. Yea, and she must labour to

walk so with others, as she may bring no dishonour to him by her

indiscreet carriage, but be a glory to him by her meek and quiet

conversation, 1 Pet. iii. 4. So as he is her head, she becomes a

crown to that head. ' A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband,'

Prov. xii. 4. The husband must also honour his wife, 1 Pet. iii. 7-

both in his words and actions, shewing his esteem of her virtues,

praising her when she does well, Prov. xxxi. 28. reposing trust and

confidence in her as to the management of his affairs, and not keep-

ing up the knowledge of his business from her, but communicating

counsels with her, Prov. xxxi. 11. This he must do when she is

worthy ; otherwise that must take place, Micah vii. 5. ' Keep the

doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom.' In a word,

he ought to carry so respectfully to her, as to shew that he looks on

her as his companion, and may gain respect to her from the rest of

the family, Gen. xvi. 6. and this because she is the weaker vessel,

both naturally and morally, in which respect she is more easily

crushed and broken in spirit, especially by the austere and undutiful

carriage of her husband.

7. Sympathising with one another in all their crosses, and griefs,

and joys, whether of body or mind. Being one flesh they must shew

it this way. It is a common duty we owe to all, 'to weep with

them that weep, and rejoice with them that rejoice ;' and so both

their griefs and joys should be mutual, in a special manner; other-

wise they will be as jarring strings in an instrument that mars the

harmony, 1 Sam. i. 8. And they must bear with one another's infir-

mities, covering them with the mantle of love, Gal. vi. 2.

8. Faithfulness in respect of their bodies, communicating them-

selves one to another, according to the ends of marriage, with

modesty and soberness, marriage putting the body of each in the

other's power; and therefore the apostle in this case forbids them to

defraud one another, 1 Cor. vii. 5. Another piece of that faithful-

ness is keeping by one another, and not embracing a stranger, which

is that horrible breach that dissolves the bond of marriage.

9. Lastly, A due concern for one another's soul and eternal wel-

fare, 1 Pet. iii. 7- They must be helpful to one another in the way
p2
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of the Lord, doing what they can to advance one another's eternal

interest ; watching over one another, joining together in holy duties;

instructing and admonishing one another, lovingly and meekly, each

one proposing to themselves the salvation of their relative, as well

as their own, 1 Cor. vii. 16.

This is a weighty point, which few lay to heart. I shall lay be-

fore you these few things with respect to it.

(1.) Married persons, for this end, that they may be helpful to

one another's soul's welfare, ought to walk so together as that they

may have in each other's consciences a testimony of their integrity,

2 Kings iv. 1. They should take heed they lay not stumbling-

blocks before one another, nor carry so as to engender hard thoughts

of one another that way. The testimony of God is above all, the

testimony of conscience next, but the testimony of a yoke-fellow's

conscience after that.

(2.) They should labour to beget and advance the fear of God in

one another, to bring them to and carry them on in the truth of re-

ligion, 1 Cor. vii. 16. They are not meet helps they are only help-

ful for the body and temporal concerns ; for in that case the better

part has no help of them. Interest as well as duty engageth to this;

for the better a man be, the better husband will he be, &c. No

wonder that those who fear not God, regard not man.

(3.) They should entertain communion in prayer and addresses to

the throne of grace, praying for one another, and praying with one

another, 1 Pet. iii. 7- The husband should hold up his wife's case

to God with his own, and the wife the case of the husband; and

help them by prayers with them and for them, which is true Chris-

tian help. They know one another's weaknesses, temptations, and

difficulties, better than any one else, and therefore ought to be the

more particular in this.

(4.) They should be acquainted with one another's case, and

therefore inquire into the same, and observe it, that they may the

better suit the help to the case, 1 Sam. i. 8. And what a happi-

ness is it for one to have one that is their own flesh to whom they

may freely unbosom themselves ! And what a sad thing is it where

religious conference is not observed betwixt such parties ?

(5.) They should watch over one another. This is living as being

heirs together of the grace of life, 1 Pet. iii. 7. They should stir up

one anot'.er to duties and good works; and happy are they who so

prove monitors to one another, 2 Kings iv. 9, 10. They should warn

one another of what appears sinful in their way, and so not suffer

sin upon them, Eccl. iv. 9, 10. If men see a spot on their face, they

will tell them of it; but spots in the conversation are most danger-
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ous. But withal special care must be taken that there be no bitter-

ness mixed with it, for that mars the operation ; the season must be

observed when it will take best, 1 Sam. xxv. 36, 37 ; and it should

be mixed with love. Yea, sometimes entreaties should be used ra-

ther than rebukes, especially from the wife to the husband, as pru-

dence itself may teach, and may be gathered from 1 Tim. v. 1.

' Eebuke not an elder, but iutreat him as a father.' And such war-

nings should be kindly taken, and readily complied with, as the best

evidences of love.

(6.) Lastly, A joint care for the religious government of the fa-

mily. The one ought not to devolve that entirely on the other, but

each take his share ; otherwise it cannot miss to be mismanaged.

Each of them owes a duty to the souls of their children and ser-

vants ; and therefore should watch over them, admonish and rebuke,

and stir them up to duty ; and see that God be worshipped in the

family, that it be not neglected in the husband's absence, or any

thing else ; for though the wife be the weaker vessel, she is the head

of the family under her husband.

Secondly, I come to shew the duties more peculiar to each party.

1. The duties of the husband of this sort may be reduced to this

one, viz. that he carry himself towards her as a head for her good,

ruling her in the fear of the Lord. It is not a name of power only,

but of duty ; for he must be such a head to her as Christ is to the

church, Eph. v. 23. And whoso reckon upon the authority of that

name without eyeing the duty of it, put asunder what God has joined

in his grant, and will join when he calls men to an account.

2. The duties of the wife may be reduced to this one, viz. submit-

ting herself to her husband as her head, Eph. v. 22, 23. She is not

to lord it over him, but to be subject to him. And in this respect

there is a reverence and fear of the husband enjoined in the wife,

Eph. v. 33. 1 Pet. iii. 2. which is a due regard in the heart to his

character as a husband, seeing in that God has put off his own name

upou him, God himself being called our husband ; a fear to offend

him, flowing from love, venting itself in speaking and carrying re-

spectfully to him, 1 Pet. iii. 6.

Now the husband as the head of the wife owes her,

1. Protection, so as she may be as safe and easy under the covert

of his relation to her as he can make her. For this cause God has

given the husband as head to the weaker vessel : and therefore it

was an ancient ceremony in marriage for the husband to spread his

skirt over his wife, Ruth iii. 9. He is to protect her to the utmost

of his power from the injuries of others, 1 Sam. xxx. 18. and parti-

cularly from the insults, whether of children or servants in the

r3
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family, as well as neighbours, Gen. xvi. 6. And if so, surely he

himself is not to bear hard upon her, but to shew her a peculiar ten-

derness as the weaker vessel, a tenderness to her body and spirit

too ; and not to suffer her, far less to oblige her, to distress herself

above measure.

On the other hand, she owes him obedience, a submission to, and

compliance with, his admonitions. It is observed of Job's wife, for

as ill as she was, when he calls her a fool, she does not give him the

same epithet again. Reason itself teaches, that whoso puts himself

under the protection of another, must be ruled by that other, aud

not by himself.

2. Provision, 1 Tim. v. 8. The husband ought to provide for his

wife, and cheerfully furnish her with what is needful and conve-

nient according to his station and ability ; and lay out himself by

all lawful means for her comfortable through-bearing. And this

he should have an eye to, not only for the time of his life, but even

after his decease.

And on the other hand, the wife ought to be helpful to her hus-

band by her frugal management, Prov. xxxi. 27. And God's word

and frequent experiments plainly shew, that a man's thriving or not

thriving has a great dependence on his wife's management, Prov.

xiv. 1. While he, then, is busy without doors, she should be care-

ful within ; and therefore it is recommended to women to be much

at home, Tit. ii. 5. Tet she may well go abroad when her business

calls her, as Abigail did, 1 Sam. xxv.

3. Lastly, Direction, with calmness instructing her, how she should

carry in every thing, both with respect to things of this life and of

the other, Prov. ii. 17- He ought to be as eyes to her, which have

their place in the head, and so should be capable to guide, 1 Pet.

iii. 7.

On the other hand, the wife should be pliable and teachable,

1 Tim. ii. 11. yea, and be ready to seek instruction from her hus-

band, 1 Cor. xiv. 35. She should be obedient to his commands and

directions, ver. 34. for in every thing wherein the law of God has

not bound her up, the husband's will ought to be complied with,

Eph. v. 24. Gen. iii. 16.

The reasons of the husband's duties are these,

1. Because husbands are appointed to be such heads as Christ is

to the church, Eph. v. 25. And if men would reflect on this, it

would make them very dutiful, and bear with many things as Christ

doth, else we would be ruined.

2. Because thy wife is thy own flesh, thy second self, ver. 28, 29;

and so undutifulncss is monstrous.
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3. Because she is the weaker vessel, 1 Pet. iii. 7; for it hath

pleased the Lord to exercise the woman with a special measure of

infirmity, both natural and moral.

The reasons of the woman's duty are these.

1. Because the woman was created for the man, 1 Tim. ii. 13.

compare 1 Cor. xi. 9.

2. Because the woman was the first that sinned, 1 Tim. ii. 14.

compare Gen. iii. 16.

3. Because she is the weaker vessel.

Use 1. Let all such as have been, or are in that relation, be

humbled under a sense of their sin in that point, and fly to the blood

of Christ for pardon. And let every one look on that relation as a

serious matter, in which people must walk with God, and under

which they are bound to so many duties, of which they must give

an account to the Lord.

Let husbands and wives study to make conscience of their duty

one to another, and frame their life accordingly. For motives, con-

sider,

(1.) God lays them on. Nature may storm at them, but they are

God's commands ; and whoso breaketh over the hedge, the serpent

will bite.

(2.) Tour marriage-vows and voluntary covenant engage to these.

Though we forget them, God does not, and will not.

(3.) Your own comfort depends upon them; and so does the hap-

piness in that relation.

Lastly, Death comes, and that will dissolve the relation. There-

fore, before that awful event, let every one make conscience of per-

forming their respective duties, that they may die in peace.

As to the relation betwixt parents and children, See Col. iii. 20,

21. 'Children obey your parents in all things: for this is well-

pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers provoke not your children to

auger, lest they be discouraged.'

In the first of these, we have, 1. The duty that children owe to

their parents; and that is obedience in all things lawful. The word

rendered obey, points at obedience flowing from inward respect to

them. 2. The reason of it ; it is pleasing to God, who has enjoined

it.

In the next place, we have the duty of parents to their children.

"Where, 1. There is something supposed, that they must use their

parental power and authority over their children for their good.

2. Something expressed, that they use it moderately, not abuse it to

the irritating of them, lest they crush them and make them heart-

less.
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Parents and children must carry to one another as they will be

answerable to God who has given them their orders. Here I shall

shew,

1. The duties that children owe to their parents.

2. The duty of parents to their children.

First, I am to shew the duties which children owe to their pa-

rents.

1. Singular love to them as the parents ought to bear them. This

is called natural affection, the want whereof is accounted among the

most horrid abominations, Rom. i. 31. Such a natural affection did

Joseph shew to his father, Gen. xlvi. 20. when ' he went to meet

him, fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while.'

2. Reverence and fear. Their fear is to be squared with love,

and their love salted with fear, Lev. xix. 3. The mother is there

particularly mentioned; and that, in the first place, because as

people are ready to break over the hedge where it is lowest, so chil-

dren are most apt to despise their mother ; and they being much

about her hand while young, lest familiarity breed contempt, God
hath expressly provided against it. They must have a conscientious

regard to that authority God has given them over them, and fear to

offend them, as those who to them are in God's stead.

3. An outward reverent and respectful behaviour towards them.

They ought not to be treated rudely by their children, as if they

were their companions, Mai. i. 6 ; but they ought to speak respect-

fully to them, Gen. xxxi. 35 ; and carry respectfully to them, Prov.

xxxi. 28. This was Solomon's practice even when a king, 1 Kings

ii. 19 ; for as the candle if lighted, will shine through the lantern,

so reverence in the heart will appear in the outward carriage.

4. A ready obedience to their lawful commands, Col. iii. 20. If

it be not contrary to the command of God, they ought to obey.

Subjection and obedience to parents is the honour as well as the

duty of children. Joseph's ready obedience to his father is recorded

to his commendation, Gen. xxxvii. 13. Yea, Christ himself was

a pattern to children in this regard to the parental authority, Luke

ii. 51.

5. Submission. They are to submit to their instructions and di-

rections, readily receiving them, and complying with them, Prov. i.

8. Man being born like a wild ass's colt, has need to be taught.

They are to submit to their reproofs and admonitions, to take them

kindly, and amend what is amiss, Prov. xiii. 1. Yea, they are to

submit to their corrections, for the folly bound up in their hearts

makes the rod necessary, ITeb. xii. 9. They are children of Belial,

indeed, that will not bear this yoke of subjection.
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6. Bearing with their infirmities, and covering them with the

wings of love. Whether they he natural or moral infirmities, they

would beware of despising or insulting them on that account, or any

way exposing them, as some foolish youngsters are apt to do, Prov.

xxiii. 22. Gen. ix. 22.

7. Following their reasonable advice, and taking along with

them the authority of their parents, in order to their calling or

marriage. That children ought not to dispose of themselves in

marriage without the consent of parents, is the constant doctrine of

the Protestant churches. And the reasons are these. (1.) The

scripture gives the power of making marriages for children to the

parents, Deut. vii. 3. Jer. xxix. 6. 1 Cor. vii. 37, 38. Yea, even

after parties have consented, it is left to the parent, whether to give

his abused daughter to him that has been guilty with her, Exod.

xxii. 16, 17- (2.) The most approved examples of marriage in

scripture go this way, Gen. xxiv. 3, 4. xxviii. 1, 2. and xxix. 19.

Judg. xiv. 2. Lastly, The reason is plain ; for the child cannot give

away any thing, that is his parents' against their will. Now, the

child himself is the parents, a part of their self-moving substance,

in which they have a most undoubted property. So, when the devil

was permitted to fall upon what was Job's, he fell upon his children,

and killed them in the first place. Yet, upon the other hand, no

parent can force a child to marry such and such a person ; for con-

sent makes marriage, and that which is forced is no consent. The

child must be satisfied as well as the parent, Gen. xxiv. 57- So the

short of it is, that the consent of both is necessary, and that the pa-

rent must neither force the child, nor the child rob the parent.

8. Readiness to requite their parents when they are in need of it;

that as they did for them when young, so they must do for them

when old, or reduced to poverty. This God requires of children,

1 Tim. v. 4. It is a piece of that honour to parents which the fifth

command enjoins, Matt. xv. 4, 5, 6. So did Joseph, Gen. xlvii. 12.

This was a piece of duty which the Lord performed to his mother

while he hung on the cross, John xix. 27.

9. Lastly, In a word, children should so live as they may be an

honour to their parents ; for according as they are, their parents

are either credited or ashamed. Yea, and when they are dead and

gone, they should be reverently remembered, their wholesome ad-

vices religiously followed, and their debts satisfied, so as no body

may get occasion to reproach them when they are away.

Us! 1. This may serve for conviction and humiliation to us all,

who either have had parents since we came to the years of discre-

tion, or yet have them. Who can say in this, I have made my
heart clean.




