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COMFORT
AND

INSTRVCTION
i&affii&ion«

Oving Sifter, I can-

not but write you
a word in the love

I beare you, hear-

ing that your

health dothftand

more weakely withyou, then here-

tofore. I wifli your bodily frailty

might be an occafiont© your foule, I

of returning into it felf, and draw-

ing moreneerto God inChrift Ic-

fus.Even as childre love to be play-

ing abroad, till night approaching

doth caufe them return : fowe love

not to dwell at home with Godj
and

pw-«.
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and our own conferences in godly

devotion & meditation this way

;

but to be abroad infuch courfes,

as are moft pleafmg to our corrupt

natures, till the night ofafflidhon

commeth ; in whick,unable to de-

light our felves as before > we
turne backs into our owne foules,

and come home to oui heavenly

Father. I wifh you th'a fruit of

your infirmities therathe^becaufe

not the having of fickneffe , but

profiting by it,is a certaine mark,

that you are one whom God hath

called, according to his heavenly

purpofeoflife everlafting :for all

things work to their good on ely,

who ?re thus called of God , and

love him,Rom 8. And if you re-

ceive correction, fo as to have the

quiet fruit of righteotffneflfe by

I meancs ofit , then you are chil-

[dren,notbaftards; that looke as,

^good metall is difcerned from

JdrofTe, not by being in the fire

onely>butby waxing more bright

and refinedby meanes of it;fo are

Gods

i



c

How we mayprofitunder Gods h*nd*
j 391

Gods Children defcried fromo-

thers, not by being in calamities

which is common to all , butbjr

growing thereby more purged

from their corruption , and more
Aiming in the light ofgrace,to the
glory oftheir Father which is in

heaven. Wherefore feing it doth

fo much concern you, to find fome

fpiritnall fruit? of your vifitatiom

I will at this time teach you> how
ou may come to profit by this

and ofGod.which hath followed

yen oflate with more then ordina-

ry weakneffe of body,

Firft,you mwft labour to appre-

hend God, as a Father corre&ing

ofyou by thefe infirmities.

Secondly you muft labor to find

out the caufe why , and to what

purpofe God doth follow you in

inch kmd. And thirdly, yon muft

feekc to him, that he would teach

you to profit, and lead you by his

frace to al that which is pleafing

eforehim.Many account of fick-

ncs,as a thing which commeth by
courfe, a
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a thing(which may well be looked

for in your yeers)which will weare

away by the grace ofGod ; onely

as it had a time to grow in * fo it

mufl: have a time to goe in alio

;

vanishing away in fucb thoughts,

never ©bferving the correcting

hand of their God* in the thing

which is upon them. The world as

it doth not know God in all that

good he doththem,when he filleth

their hearts with joy and gladnes,

being worfe then the oxe and afle,

who know their Maftets Crib ; fo

againe* beingdiunken with igno-

rance, andlufts ofignorance^they

know not who ftrikeththem,when

the punilhing hand of God doth

follow them: whereas every childe

dcth know when it receiveth cor-

rection from the carchly Parent,

yea , the wilde Colt doth know
when the Dam doth Itrike it.

Wherefore (before a'l things) la-

bour to fee God>your Fathers hand

in all things. Should we beat our

children>and they fliould feem ne-

ver

\
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ver Co vouch as to heed our linking

of therib would we notjudge their

ftate forIorne?Againe*this makech

vs returne repentantly , when we
Fee our heavenly Father calling us

by his corre&ion ; this maketh us

:oindeavourto be humbled under

Gods hand when we thinke how
God our Father is offended with

as. Finally* this maketh us to con*-

:eive hope* that our vifitation (hall

be for our good ; the Parents hand

hurteth not Children.

Now for your clearer infpe&i-

on hereinto > and for your greater

:omfort, I will infift fomewhat

tightly upon that in Daniel , Dan*

iz.3 3*34>tf. where the Prophet

[having opened the impieties and

perfecutionsofthat wicked Antio-

r/?*f,as likewife what was the ftate

sfthe lew without,who had not the

power of godliness the verfebe-

fore)dothm thefc three lay downe
the eftate ofthe godly,while thefe

fiery tryalsindured.And 5. hings

are there fet downe : Firft , he de-

fcribeth
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fcnbeth thofe chat were godly,

wife, and found-hearted in their

profeflion,from this, that they did

labour to bring others to fellow-

ship in the fame grace with them,

through inftru&ion, andmeanes
ofchat nature. Secondly>hc fetterh

downe the variety of evils which

(hould befall them^rcand fword*

Tfurdly,thc cold comfort and den*

derhelpes which they were like

to find-Fourthly>the end ofzlUviz,.
the purging out of all their cor-

ruptions, both of flefh and fpirit.

Fifthly^tbe durance oftheir fuffc-

rin*,nacnely,till Gods appointed

(eafon were expired. From this

(chat the godly-wife are defcribed

from hence, that they inftrud ci-

thers ) obfervefirft by the way,

that a good mans property is , he
will labour to make others good,

ha cannot goc to heaven aloneas

God catcheth him, fo he will pull

his neighbour after with him ; asJ

ThHip did N'athmeelj Ioh.1,43.

according to that commandment,
Teach

i
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reach and cdificone another, i.

rh. 5 .even as a fweet fmell filleth
j

hefenfesof fuch as are neere it,

b grace afte&erh thofethat cott-

erie with ir
#
Now to perfwade

s to the praftice ofthis, we have

lany rea!ons;firft,Gods glory,fbr

)e glory of a King , faith Salomon

andcth in the multitude of his

ubje&s ; therefore, when we la-

3ur to increafcthe numberofthe
lithfulljwe do gain no fmall g!o-

no God; as who thenincreafe

is Subje£ts,and enlargehis king-

>me. Secondly, the good ofche
irty admonifhed ; for as Saint

ptfwfaith often, by phis meanes
Souleisfaved-.whichismoreto

m that is converted , then ifvve

?t him the pofleflion of the

bole World. Thirdly, for our

Ives,itdoth many vvayes benefit

; thus to worke upon others ;

r, firft without us , we hence

inneonr felves great love in the

:artsofothers.This made Naomi
interefled in the heart of Rmh.

This
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This made TauI Co afte&ed to th<

Galatians > chat they would haw

given him their eyes ; whereas i

this be wantingmoeieisfufficiet

and the negle6t of this , is that

which often maketh men meet

with fuch trickes and turnes

their deareftfriends>as aregrievou

unto them. Againe* while we do
deale with others thi s way>we in

creafe ourown grace; for it is wit

that as our other ftocke^the bettc

it be husbanded* and theoftner

be turned , fo moth the more it

increafed. Thirdly, in Heaven v

(hall have fo much more ample re

ward,by h9W much more we ha

beene in this kind more fruit fu

T>an.i 2,_3 . This is firft, to rebu

the vaine complaints ofmen* wl;

will cry out>0 what an evill vvor

it is ! Whom may a man truft nc

adaycs?But yet never goe about

I reclaime a man from any evill ws

What doeft thou complaine of

evil world?It isthe worfe for the

When doeft thou admonifh an>



mak^-othersgood/Ujes ofit.

lay, one may be in thy company
11 the yeer, and fcarce hear a good
Yord> which tendeth to make fin

ia:efull>and vertue precious in the

ccounts of others* What tolly is

his, to begone that, which thou

/lit not tiir thy litde finger to re-

refle? As ifa husbandman fhould

Dmplaine,0 hereis nothing in my
round>but bryers and nettles^and

ther weeds! but Chould never ma-
nre ibfow it drefle it, &c* Every

»ne would condemne it as folly in

iiibfoit is with us. Sccondly^this

sbuketh fueh as will not be admo-
ii(hed:come and talke withthem,
arping upon this ftring, and they

/ill fay>What have you to do with

ne ? \ooke to your (clfe* \ ou (hall

nfaet for your felfe > and not for

le -.but we muft have to doe with

hcm> and one with another: did

fefee their beaft ready to mifcar-

y> under a burden^ we are bound
bhelp it,and they would nocraif-

>keit ; much more are we bound
d help one anothejrunderthe bur-

den

397
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GodffoftfcrvoHts, mofl malted*

den of fin.Secondly, here we fee,

thatthe belt fervice receiver h from

the world ofcStimes the worft wa-

ges .Thefe that made others turne

From their evill wayes > and them-

fclves walke • to all godlymnocen-

cy; thefeare the Butts(asit were)

at which the malicious world,

chiefely fliootcthtthus it was with

Chrift , and the Prophets : which

ofthem in mannerwere not cruel-

ly butcheredjThereafo i*,firft,be-

caufe fuch fruitfull Chriftian'., the

Divell feeieth his head fo trod on

by them , that he cannot indurc

them : but will catch them by the

heele* andmifchiefethem,asfaf

as he is able*Let men florifh witfc

humane wifedome , carry them-lo

felves for humane morall difcourfi i

and complement , incomparable ! n

he ftirreth not at this, for all this i

while he is but played with, nc

fbule is recovered out ofhis povy^ r

er, he is notdifturbed.Agame, a*

the malice of the divell isagainfl

them chic fely, fo the envie ofth

world
»m
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fts to be made of otbtts affti&iont.

vorld j who cannot but hate fiich

whofc workes are becccr than

heirowne. Theufeofthisis^that

ve judge not of men according to

heir affiiflions. Oh when wee

leare one is in trouble,thcn we lay

lurely he might have handled the

natter with more difcretion ; had

le beene wifer, be might have fa-

red all this trouble. Do we not fee

lerc, that the wifeft that werefa-

hcrs begetting others to wifc-

lorac, this is their portion ? Chrift

\nd the Apoftles might thus bee

:ondemned asfoolifh; nay, fiich

vhofc (ins doe cart them into their

roubles , fuch arc foolifh ; bat

/vhen affli&ions come for a good
xmfcience, then it is quite other-

wife. Secondly,we mud fit downe 3

ind caft our accounts before hand,

hat we will not bee difcouraged,

or that meafure wee meet with

rom the World ; but comfort our

elves in this., that God will judge

is, not according to that fucceffe

ve have hadJbuc according to that

S we

3?9
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weiiave done;bee it good or cvill.

Thirdly, from this, that thefe god-

lywife fuffer £nbody,asby fire and

(word ; in goods,as by (polling; in

liberty, as being banifhed and led

captive^and that many daie*;I pray

ybn obferve^that the Saints ofGod
often fuffer ftrong,many, and long

affliftions. Thus Ifraels pofterity

endured triall 4oo*yeers. Thus the

elder people ofGod were all led

captive feventy yeeres;for we need

great ones, that our corruptions

may be fubdued within us. For.as

theuDtaraednefle of fome Colt is

fuch^that unleffs he were fore rid-

den,he would never be broken, Co

is it with our rebellious naturc.Se-

condIy,Httle things donctcxercife

our faith,& make us tofeeke God
for as none for a little head-ach,or

for the ranch ofa pin, will fecke tc

the bodily Pbyfician or Surgeonjfc

is it with the fou!e,whiIe it is trou

bled with like grievances ipiric

all. Thirdly, they nmftbee great.,

to make place for mercy aboun<

dan
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dant fromGod to us
5
and plentiful!

thankefgifing from ustoGod. If

one heale a trifling matter, it nei-

ther fo bindcth the Patient, nor

commendeth the Ph y(Irian : but if

one heale us offomedeadly incura-

ble thihgjO we fay then,we could

never have met with fuch a Phyfi-

cian; not the like in the world a-

gaindSccondly^theymuft be many
and divers, armies of men5 it lob

fpeaketh 5 becaufe our corruptions

are ofdivers kinds : and becaufe a*

gaineasthe body, if it take one

thing ftill, it commeth to beefo

much leflemoved,byhow much it

is more familiar; (b it is with cur

foulesjthatoneuniform^ evil doth

by little & little, through cuftome

become kfle cffeftuall. It faring

withanian,aswich a horfe ; who
ftill (purred in one place , com-

meth not to feelethefpurre, nor

mend his pace when hee is pric-

ked. As they muft bee ftrong and

divers, fo they muft bee long alfo

;

becaufe our evil* which have

S 2 been




