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THE

.

5.

his

flighting ChriQ;

Gofpel.

But they made

light

of

it.

Son of God, that thought not enough
World, but would himfelf alio be
the Preacher of Grace and Salvation, doth
bleffcd

to die for the

By
comprize in this Parable the Sum of his Gofpel.
the King that is here faid to make the Marriage, is
meant God the Father that fent his Son into the
World to deanfe them from their Sins, and efpoufe
them to himfelf.
By his Son for whom the Marriage is made, is meant the Lord Jefus Chrift, the
eternal Son of God, who took to his God-head
the Nature of Man, that he might be capable of
being their Redeemer when they had loft themfelves
By the Marriage is meant the Conjunction of
in Sin.
Chrift to the Soul of Sinners, when he giveth up himfelf to them to be their Saviour, and they give up then>
Pelves to him as his redeemed Ones,to be faved and ruled
by him ; the Perfection of which Marriage will beat the
Day of Judgment, when the Conjunction between the
w hole Church and Chrift (hall be folemnized. The Word
here tranflated Marriage, rather fignifieth the Mar> iagiFeafti

and the meaning

come

is,that the

World

is

inviced by the

and partake of Chrift and Salvacion,
which comprehendeth both Pardon, Justification and
Sofpel to

in

Right to Salvation, and

all

other Privileges of the

Mem-

bers of Chrift.

The Invitation is God's Offer of Chrift
andSaIvatioh\w theGofpel* the Servants that invite!
them are the Preachers of

who

the Gofpel,

are Tent

by God to that end 5 the Preparation for Ac
Feaft there mentioned, is the Sacrifice
of Jefus Chrift,
tml the enading of a Law of Grace, and opening
a
forth

.

Way for revolting Sinners to return to God. There is
a mention of fending fecond Meffengers,
btcaufe God

ufeth not

to take the

firft Denial, but to exercife his
Sinners are obftinate.
The firft Perfons invited are the Jews
s upon their obftinate Refufal they
are fentcnced to Punifhment
and the Gentiles are
;
invited, and not only invited,
but by powerful Preach*
ing, and Miracles, and
effectual Grace compelled, that
rjs, infallibly prevailed with to come in.
The Num-

Patience

till

ber ©f them

theGuefts;

is fo

great, that the

many come

Houfe

is

filled

with

not only looking
at the Pleafure of the Feaft, that is, at the Pardon of Sin, and Deliverance from the Wrath of God,
butalfo at the Honour of die Marriage, that is, of the
Redeemer, and their Profeffion by giving up themfelves
to an holy

Convention

Feaft, that

is,

:

fincerely,

but fome

Juftification

come

by Chrift,

in only for the
having not the

Wedding-garment of found Refolution

for Obedience
and looking only at themfelves in believand
ing, and not to the Glory of their Redeemer
thefe are fenteuced to everlafting Mifery, and fpeed as
in their Life,

:

came not in at all feeing a Faith that
not work, is but like that; of the Devil ; and they
that look to be pardoned and faved by it, are miftaken,
as James fheweth, cb. 2. 24.
The Words of my Text contain a Narration of the
ill Entertainment that the Gofpei findeth with many to
whom it h fent, even after a firft and fecond Invitation.
They make light of it, and are taken up v.ich other

ill

as thofe that

*,

will

things.

Though it be the Jews that were firft
many followers among us Gentiles

they have too

guilty,

to this

©ay.
Doft.

all the

the

)

wonderful Love and Mirty that

.Manifefled in giving his

mbick

m*

(

;

Doft. For

B

Son

Ooi hath

Redeemer of the World,aud
redeeming them by his Blood j

to be the

Son hath manifested

in

for all his full Preparation, by being afufficient Sacrifice for the

)Sins of all

;

',

and that full and
and for all his fret

far all his perfonal Excellencies,

"glorious Salvation that he hath procured

',

and freqient and earnsft Invitation of Sinners:
many do vxafy light of all this, and prefer their worldly

Offers of thef$,

[yet

'^Enjoyments before

Tm

it.

ordinary Entertainment of all

is

\by Contempt.

;

)

|

Not that al! do fo, or that all continue to do fo who
were ortce guilty of it for God hath his Chofen whom
he will compel to come in. But till the Spirit of Grace
overpower the dead and obftinace Hearts of Men, they
:

common Story, and the great Matgo not to the Heart.
The Method in which I fhall handle this Doftrine is

jhear the Gofpel as a
ters

contained in

it

this.

i. I fhall fliew

you what

it is

that

Men make

light

of.

2.
3.

i

4.

What this

Sin of making light of

it is*

The Caufe of the Sin.
The Life of the Doftrine.

The thing that carnal Hearers make light of, is,
The Do&rine of the Gofpel it felf, which they hear
regardlefly.
2. The Benefits offered them therein
which are, 1. Chrift himfelf. 2. The Benefits which
I.

.ix.

he giveth.
Concerning Chrift himfelf, the Gofpel, 1. Declareth
his Perfon and Nature, and the great things that he hath
done ^nd fuffered for Man j his redeeming him from the
Wrath of God by his Blood, and procuring a Grafit of
'Salvation with himfelf.
Furthermore, the fame Goifpel maketh an Offer of Chrift to Sinners, that if they
will accept him on his e4fy and reafonable Terms, he
will be their Saviour, the Phyfician of their Souls, their
Husband and their Head.
1

•

2.

The

( *Itf )

The

a.

Benefits that he offereth them, arethde.Iy
r
r. That with thefe bleffed
Relations to him, himfelf,!
and Intereftin him, they (hall have the Pardon of all l^ ft
their Sins part, and be faved from God's Wrath, and!

^

be

fet in

Sins that

obey

way of obtaining a: Pardon for all the
they fhall commit hereafter, fo they do but

p

]

a fure

and turn not again unto the Rebellion of
2. They fhall have the Spirit to
become their Guide and Sanditier, and to dwell in
their Souls,
and help them againft their Enemies*
and conform them more and more to his Image, and
Heal their Difeafes, and bring them back to God,
3. They fhall have Right to everlafting Glory when
this Life is ended, and fhall be raifed up thereto at the
fincerely,

their Unregeneracy.

Iflft

*,

befides

many

I

y

j ^
I

excellent Privileges in the Way,
and Provifion, and the Foretafle

in Means, Preservation

of what they (hull enjoy hereafter: all thefe Benefits
the' Gofpel offereth to them that will have Chriftonbis
reafonable Term:.
The Sum of all is in 1 John 5. 1 1,
x-2. This U the Rtcord that God hath given us eternal
and tbu Life is in his Son : He that hath the So* hath
and he that hath not the Son hath not Lift,

Lift,
Life,

Sin ofmatyng light of the Gofpel Is ? 1. To.
of the Gofpel, is to take no great heed
to what is fpoken, as if it were net a certain Truth, ox
elfe were a Matter that little concerned them, or as if
God had not written thefe things for them. 2. When
the Gofpel doth not afiett Men, or go to their Hearts:,
but though they feem to attend to what is faid, yec
Men are not awatyntd by it from their Security, nor
doth it work in any meafure fuch holy Paflion in their
Souls, as Matters of fuch everlafting Confequence
fhculd- do }, this is making light of the Gofpel of Salvation,
When we tell Men what Chrifl hath done and
II.

make

What

this

light

and it fcarce moveth them
them of keen and cutting Truths, but nothing
pierce them 5 we can make them hear, but we

differed for their Sou's,

We
will

:

tell

cannot

-

rnrr
cannot make them feel j cur Words take up in the
Porch of their Ears and Fancies, but will net enter into the inward Parts; as if we fpake to Men that had
no Hearts or Feeling this is a making light of Chrift
and Salvation. AttsiS. 26,27. Hearing ye fliall hear,
end fhail not underftand; feeing ye {hall fee, and fhall
For the Heart of this People is waxen
not perceive
grofs, and their Ears are dull of hearing, their Eyes
•,

'

:

I

:

areclofed,
3.

Salvation,

I

I

&c.

When Men have no high

Eftimation of Chrift and
may fay with their

but whatfoever they

Tongues, or dreamingly and fpeculatively believe, yet
in their ferious and pra&ical Thoughts, they have a
liigher Eftimation of the Matters of this World, than

they have of Chrift and the Salvation that he hath
purchafed ; this is a making light of him.
When Men
account the Do&rine of Chrifi to be but a Matter of
Words and Names, as Gallio, Affs 18.4. or as Fefttts,
Affs 25. 19. a fuperftitious Matter about one Jcfus who
was dead, and Paul faith is alive : or ask the Preachers
of the Gofpel as the Athenians, Atts 17. 18. What mil
this Bablerjiy / This is a Contempt ot Chrift.
4. When Men are informed of the Truths of the
Gofpel, and on what Terms Chrift and his Benefits may
be had, and how it is the Will of God that they fhould
believe and accept the Offer * and that he commandeth them
to do it upon Pain of Damnation ^ and yet Men mil
not confent, unlefs they could have Chrift on Terms of
their own: they will not part with their worldly Contents, nor lay down their Pleafures and Profits, and Honour at his Feet, as being content to take fo much of
them only as he will give them back, and as is confiftent wkh his Will ar.d Intcreft, hut think it is a hard
faying, that they muft forfake all in Refo/urion for
Chrift j this is a making light of him and their Salvacion.
When Men might have part in him and all his Benefits
if they would, and they mil not unlefs they may keep
the

World

too

j

aad are refolved to plea£

their Flefh,

what-

J

whacker comes of
Chrift and

18. 23.

ic j

everlafting

you may

find

this
Life.

is

a

high Contempt

c*

^^."13.21,22. Lukt

Examples, of foch

as I

here

defcribe.
5. When Men will promife fair, and profefs their
Willingnefs to have Chrift on his Terms, and to forfakc
all for him
but yet doftic^ to the World and their fin*,

and when it comes to Practice, will not
be removed by all that Chrift hath d®ne and faid this
15 making light of Chrift and Salvation.
Jer. 42. 5.
fuICourfesj

:

compared with 43,

2.

III. The Caufesof this Sin are the next thing to be
enquired after. It may fcem a Wonder that ever Men
that have the ufe of their Reafon, fhould be fo fottifti as
to make light of Matters of fuch Confequence. But
the Caufe is \
1. Some Men understand not the very Senfe of the
Words of the Gofpel when they hear it, and how can
they be taken with that which they underftand not?
Though we fpeak to them in plain Englifh, and ftudy to
fp^k it as plain as we can \ yet People have fo eftranged themfelves from God, and the Matters of their
•own Happinds, that they know not what we fay 5 as if
we fpoke in another Language, and as if they were
under that Judgment, Ifa. 28. ix. with ftammering
Lips, and with another Tongue, will he fpeak to this
People.
2. Some that do underftand the Words that we fpeak,
yet becaufe they are carnal, underftand not the Matter:
for the natural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them, becaufe they
are Spiritually difcerned, 1 Cor. 2.14. They are earthly, and thefe things are heavenly, John g. 12.
The
things of the Spirit are not well known by bare hearfay,
but by a fpiritual Tafte, which none have but thofe that
are taught by the Holy Ghoft, 1 Cor. 2. 1 2. that we may

know

the things that are given us of God.
3.

A

1

"9*

"

(
$. A carnal Mind apprehendech not a Sutablenefs in
thefe fpiritual and heavenly things to his Mind, and
therefore he fets light by them, and hath no mind of
them.
When you tell him of everlafting Glory, he
heareth you as if you were perfwading him to go play
wich the Sun they are Matters of another World, and
out of his Element $ and therefore he hach no more Delight in them than a Fifh would have to be in the faireft
Meadow, or than a Swine hach in a Jewel, or a Dog
in a piece of Gold
They may be good to others, but
he cannot apprehend them as futable to him, becaufe
he hath a Nature that is otherwife inclined ; he favoureth not the things of the Spirit, Rom. 8. 5.
4. The main Caufe of the flighting of Chrift and
Salvation, is a fecret Root of Vnbeliej in Mens Hearts.
Whatfoever they may pretend, they do not foundly
ind throughly believe the Word of God
they are
.

:

:

:

taught in general to fay, theGojpelJs true j but they never faw the Evidence of its Truth to far as throughly to

perfwade them of it ; nor have they got their Souls
1
on the Infallibility of God's Teftimony, nor considered of the Truth of the particular Doftrincs revealed in the Scripture, fo fer as foundly to believe them.
fertlec

O did you all but foundly beVeve the Words of

this

Gofpel,

of the Evil of Sin, of the Need of Chrift, and what
he hath done for you, and what you muft 'be and do if
ever you will be faved by him, an i what will become of
you for ever if you do it not
I dare fay,
ic would
cure the Contempt of Chrift, and you would not
make
fo light of the Matters of your Salvation.
But Men do
not believe while they fay they do, and would
Ucc us
[[down that they do, and verily think that they
do tiiemifclves.
There is a Root of bitternefs, and an evil Heart
rjof Unbelief that makes them
deparc from the living
jfiod, Heb. * 1 2. and 4. 1, a, 6.
Tell any Man in this
Congregation, chat he Hull have a Gift of 10000
pounds,
[if he will but go to London for it ;
if he believe you, he
will go } but if ke believe apt, he will
not aud if he
!

*,

;

will not go,

that he

is

you may be

able.

fare he believeth nor, iuppofing

know a

flight Belief may

ft and with a
13
of the Truth of a Prog- br:
noftication, it may be true and it may be falfe ; but a true
Bi
and found Belief is not confluent with fo great Negleft
of the things that are believed.
[be
5. Chrift and Salvation are made light of by the

wicked

Life

:

I

Such

"

Men have

as

if,

World becaufe of their defperate hardnefs of Heart. r
The Heart is hard naturally, and by Cuftom in finning fir
made more hard, efpecially by long abufe of Mercy,
and negleft of the means of Grace, and
Spirit of God. Hence

it is

that

Men

refifting the
are turned into fuch

Stones : and till God cure them of the Scone of the
Heart, no wonder if they jeel not what they know, or
regard not what we fay, but make light of all ,5 'tis
hard preaching a Stone into tears, or making a Rock

to tremble. You may ftand over a dead Body long
enough, and fay to it,
thou Carcafe, when thou hafi lain
rotting

and mouldred

to

Dufl

till

the Refurreffion,

God will

^le to account for thy Sin 9 and caft thee into ever* tK;
lafling Fire, before you can make it feel what you fay, r
or fear the Mifery that is never fo truly threatned. I
When Mens Hearts are like the High-way that is trodden
to hardnefs by long cuftom in Sinning, or like the *
Clay that is hardned to a Stone by the heat of thofe
Mercies that fhould have melted them into Repentance j r
when they have Confciences feared with an hot Iron, «;:.'
no wonder then if
as the Apoftle fpeaks, 2 Tim. 4. 2.
they be part feeling, and working all Uncleannefs with i
greedinefs, do make light of Chrift and everlafting Glo- k
O that this were not the Cafe of too many of our
ry.
Had we but living Souls to fpeak to, they
Hearers
would hear, and feel, and not make light of what we
I know they are naturally alive, but they are
fay.
fpiritually dead, as the Scripture witnefleth, Ephef.2.%*
O if there were but one fpark of the Life of Grace in
them, the Doftrine of Salvation by Jefus Chrift would
appear to them to be the weightieft Bufinefs in the
then call

.

1!

•

I

^

World,

( 121 )
World, O how confident fhould I be methinks, to prevail with Men, and to rake them off this World, and
bring them to mind the Matter of another World, if I
(pake but to Men that had Life and Senfe and Reafon 5
but when we fpeak to Blocks and dead Men, how fhould

we be regarded

O how

?

fad

a Cafe are thefe Souls

Judgment of fpiTo have a blind Mind,
Madnefs and Deadnefs
<and an hard Heart, to be fottifh and fenflefs, Mir^.
12. John 12.40. left they fhould be converted, and
3
their Sin* fhould be forgiven them,
<5.
Chrift and Salvation are made light of by the
-World, becaufe they are wholly enflaved to their Senfe,
the Matters of anotaken up with lower things
f *and
ther World are out of fight, and fo far from their Sen:

5

that are fallen under this fearful

in,

rituai

!

(

:
"

;

:

ses,

them* but prefent things
and in their Hands t

that they cannot regard

are nearer them,

i

in their Eyes,

there mud: be a living Faith to prevail over Senfe, be-

•

Men can be fo taken with things that are Dot feen,
though they have the Word of God for their Security,
is eonegleft and let go things that are ftill before their
Senfe works with great Advantage, and there£yes,
No won"ore doth much in refifting Faith where it is.
fore

'

'

:
:

::

t

it, where there is no true
and to lead the Soul to highthis Caufe of making light of Chrift and Salt?r things
ration, isexprefled here in my Text*, One went to his
«arm, and another to his Merchandize: Men have Houi *es and Lands to look after
they have Wife and Chil> kren to mind, they have their Body and outward Eftace
d regard
therefore they forget that they have a God,
Redeemer, a Soul to mind ; thefe Matters of the
'World are ftill with them. They fee thefe, but they

ler then if

it

carry

ind lively Faith to

•>

all

before

refift,

:

:

*,

:

-e

not

God, norChrift, nor

their Souls, nor everlafting

Thefe things are ntir at hand,and therefore work
it }.axu,rdly, and fo work forcibly ; but the other are thought
n as a great way off, and therefore too diftant to wort
ft
their Affe&ions, or be at the prefent fo i;u$h regard:

}Lory.

m

ed

«j>

( 122 )
Their Body hath Life and Senfe ; and
therefore if they want Meat, or Drink, or Clothes,
will -feel their Want, and tell them of it, and give
them no reft till their Wants be fupplied \ and therefore they cannot make light of their bodily Neceflities
but their Souls in fpiritual Refpefts are dead, and
therefore feel not their Wants, but will let them alone
In their greateft Neceflities
and be as quiet when they
are ftarved and languifhing to Deftru&ion, as if all
were well and nothing ailed them.
And hereupon
poor People are wholly taken up in providing for the
Body, as if they had nothing elfe to mind. They have
their Trades and Callings to follow, and fo much to
do from Morning to Night, that they can find no time
for Matters of Salvation.
Chrift would teach them,
but they have no leifure to hear him : the Bible is before them, but they cannot have while to read it
A
Minifter is in the Town with them, but they cannot have
while to go to enquire of him what they fhould do to

cd by them.

:

-,

:

be faved

:

And when they do hear,

their Hearts are fo

of the World, and carried away with thefe lower
Matters, that they cannot mind the things which they
hear.
They are fo full of the Thoughts and Defires,
and Cares of this World, that there is no room to pour
into them the Water of Life : The Cares of the World
do choak the Word, and make it become unfruitful, Mattb. 1 5.22.
Men cannot ferve two Matters, God
and Maunmon, but they will lean to the one, and de-

full

He

that loveth the:
not in him, 1 John
Men cannot choofe but fet light by Chrift
2. 15, i5.
and Salvation, while they fet fo much by any thing on

fpife the

other, Mattb. 6. 24.

World, the Love of the Father

is

Earth. It is that which is highly efteemed among Men,
abominable in the Sight of God, Lufy 16. 15. O
It would
this is the Ruine of many thoufand Souls
grieve the Heart of any honeft Chriftian, to fee how
eagerly this vain World is followed everywhere, and<
and the World to come
! "w little Meu fet by Chrift,
is

!

I

|

(

1*3 )
Men

have for the World,
and the time that they
with the Care of their Souls
lay out on the World, with that time they lay ouc

to

compare the Care

that

•,

for their Salvation

Mouthy

:

To

their Hands,

fee

how

their

the

World

Houfes,

fil's

their

their

Hearts

to come
little more than a bare Title
Company, and hear no Difcourfe but of the
World s to come into their Houfes, and hear and fee nothing but for the World, as if this World would Iaft
When I
for ever, or would purchafe them another.

and Chrift hath

:

into their

ask fometime the Minifters of the Gofpel how their
Labours fucceed, they tell me, People continue ftill thp
fame, and give up themfelves wholly to

the

World, fo that

mind not what Minifters fay to then* nor will give any
full Entertainment to the Word, and all betaufe of the delude
And O that too many Minifters themfelves
jijf World.
did not make light of that Chrift whom they preach,
being drawn away with the Love of this World! In a
ItStf

Word, Men of a worldly Difpofition do judg of things,
Recording to worldly Advantages $ therefore Chrift
jh flighted, Ifa* 53. 3. He is defpifed and rejected of Men ;
]they hide their faces from him, and efleem him n»t>
as fee*
j

\ing no Beauty

or Comelinefs

in bim,

that they (hould defirt

\him.

7. Chrift and Salvation are made light of, becaufe
.Men do not foberly confider of the Truth and Weight of
jjthefe neceflary things.
They fuffer not their Minds
jfo long to dweli upon them,
till they procure a due
J Efteem,
and deeply affeft their Heart \ did they bejlievethem, and not confider of them, how fhouldthey
j

ji

J

O when Men have Reafon given them to think
and confider of the things that mod concern them,
and yet they will not ufe it, this caufeth their Conwork ?

tempt.

and Salvation are made light of, becaufe
fenfible of their Sin and JMifery, and exturn Neceffity of Chrift and his Salvation : Their Eyes
were never opened to fee themfelves as they are ; nor
8. Chrift

Men were

never

G

2

r^n
humbled

their Hearts foundly

1

Senfeof their Condition: if this were done, they would foon be brought
ro value a Saviour. A truly broken Heart can no more
make light of Chrift and Salvation, than a hungry
Man of his Food, or a fick Man of the Means that
ttould give him eafe ;
but till then, our Words
cannot have Acce/i to their Hearts.
While Sin
and Mifery is made light of, Chrift and Salvation
will be made light of j but when thefe are perceived
an intolerable Burden, then nothing will ferve the turn
but Chrift.
Till Men be truly humbled, they can
venture Chrift and Salvation for a Luft, for a little
worldly Gain, even for lefs than nothing
butwhea
God hath illuminated them, and broken their Hearts,
then they would give a World for a Chrift j then they
in the

,

'

:

mufi have Chrift, or they die , all things then are Lofs and
Dung to thim in regard oj the excellent Knowledg of Chrift,
When they are once pricked in their Hearts
Phil. 3. 8.

for Sin and Mifery, then they cry out,

r

Men and

Brethren

what (hall we do * Afts 2. 37. When they are awakened by God's Judgments, as the poor Jaylor, Alts
16.29. then they cry out, Sirs, what (hall 1 do to be
faved i This is the Reafon why God will bring Men fo
low by Humiliation, before he bring them to Salvation.
Chrift, by
9. Men take occafion to make light of
becaufe they do hear of
the Commonnefs of the Gofpel
',

every Day, the frequency 'is an Occafion to dull their
Af/caions; 1 fay, an Occafion, for it is no juftCaufe.
Were it a Rarity, it might take more with them j but
now, if thev hear a Minifter preach nothing but thefe
faving Truths, they fay, We have thefe every Day ; they
make not light of their Bread or Drink, their Health
it

or Life, becaufe they poifcfs them t vii v da) \ they make
at
not U^t of the Sun, becaufe ic ftrineth every day
but
kafl they fheuldnot, for the Mercy is the greater
Chrift and Salvation are made light of, becaufe they
-,

:

This is, fay they, a goad plain dry
hear of them ^fcen
Sermm; P^ls are crod in the dire where they are com',

mon

hi

i

(

I2

^

dry Manna, Prev.2f.f. The
but to the Hungry Soul
full Soul loaths the Hony-co-mb
every bitter thing is fweet.
10.. Chrift and Salvation are made light of, beraufe
of this disjunctive Preemption, eicher that he is fure

mon\ they loath

this

•,

enough

theirs d--eady3

and

God

that

is

and

fo merciful,

Chrift that hath fufftred fo much for them, isfureiy refolved tofavethem, orelfe it may eafily be obtained at
any time, if it be not yet io. A conceited Facility to
-

and Salvation at any time, doth
It is true, that
occafion Men to make light of them.
Grace is free, and the Offer is univerfal, according to
the extent of the preaching of the Gofpel ; and it is
true that Men may have Chrift when they will j that is,
when they are willing to have him on his Terms but
he that hath promifed thee Chrift, if thou be willing,
hath not promifed to make thee willing \ and if thou
art not willing now, how canft thou think thou fhalt be
wilting hereafter? If thou canft make thine own Heart
willing, why is it not done now ? Can you do it better
when Sin hath more hardned it, and God may have
given thee over to thy felf? O Sinners, you might do
much, though you are not able of your felves to come
in, if you would now fubjeft your felves to the working
or the Spirit, and fet in while the Gales of Grace continue! But did you know what a hard and impoffible
thing it is to be fo much as willing to have Chrift and
Grace, when the Heart is given over to it felf, and the
Spirit hath withdrawn-its former Invitations, you would
not be fo confident of your own Strength to believe
and repent 5 nor would you make light of Chrift upon
fuch foolifh Confidence.
If indeed it be fo eafy a Matter as you imagine for a Sinner to believe and repent at
any time 3 how comes it to pafs that it is done by fo
few, but moft of the World do perifli in their Impenitency, when they have all the Helps and Means that we
can afford them ? Tt is true, the thing is very reafonable and eafy in it felf to a pure Nature 5 but while Man

have

a part in Chrift

:

i

(
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)

blind and dead, thcfc things are in a fort impoffible
to him, which are never fo eafy to others.
It is the
eafieft and fweeteft Life in the World to a gracious Soul
to live in the Love of God, and the delightful Thoughrs
is

of the Life to come, where all their Hope and HappiBut to worldly carnal Hearts it is as eafy to

nefs lieth

:

remove
ever,

a Mountain, as to bring
thefe Men are their own

them to this.
Condemners

How:

for

if

they think it- fo eafy a Matter to repent and believe,
and fo to have Chrift and Right to Salvation, then have
they no excufe for negleclingthis which they thought fo
eafy.
O wretched impenitent Soul what mean you to
1

when God

ask you, Why did you not repent and
lone your Redeemer above the World, when yon thought it fo
eajy that you could do it at any time f
fay,

fhall

We come now to the Application. And
i.
may be informed of the Blindnefsand Folly of
all carnal Men
how contemptible are their judgments that
think Chrift and Salvation contemptible ; and how little
Reafon there is why any fhould be moved by them, or
IV. Vft

.hence you

:

difcouraged by any of their Scorns or Contradictions.
How fhall we fooner know a Man to be a Fool, than
i f he knows no difference between Dung and Gold ? Is
there fuch a thing as madnefs in the Word, if that Man
be not mad, that fets light by Chrift and his own Salration, while he daily toils for the Dung of the Earth ?
And jet what pity is it to fee that a Company of poor
ignorant Souls will be afhamed of Godlinefs, if fuch
Men as thefe do but deride them Or will think hardly
of a holy Life, if fuch as thefe do fpeak againft it 1
Hearers, if you fee any fet light by Chrift and Salvation,
do you fet light by that Man's Wit, and by his Words,
and hear the Reproaches of a holy Life, as you would
hear the Words of a Mad- man \ not with regard, but
with a Compaffion of his Mifery.
!

j

|

(

mw

What wonder if we and our preaching be deand the beft Minifters complain of ill fuccefs,
when the Miniftry of the Apoftles themselves did fucceed
no better ? What wonder if for all that we can fay or do,
our Hearers fiilJ fet light by Chrift and their own Salvation, when rhe Apoftles Hearers did the fame ? They
If any Men
that did fecond their Doftrines by Miracles.
could have fliakenand torn in pieces the Hearts of Sinners, they could have done it
If any could have laid
them at their Feet, and made them all cry out as fome,
What (hall wi do ? it would have been they. You may
fee then that ic is not meerly for want of good Preachers
Vfi

2.

fpifed,

I

:

that Men make light of Chrift and Salvation
the firft
News of fuch a thing as the Pardon of Sin, and the
:

I

Hopes of Glory, and the Danger of everlafting Mifery,
$ould turn the Hearts of Men within them, if they were
as traftable in fpiritual Matters as in temporal: But
alas, it is far ocherwife.
It muft net fecm any ftrange
thing, nor muft it too much difcourage the Preachers of
the Gofpel, if when they have faid all that they can deyife to fay to win the Hearts of Men to Chrift, the mofl
do ftill flight him ; and while they bow the Knee to
him, and honour him with their Lips, do yet fet fo light
by him in their Hearts, as to prefer every flemly
Pleafure or Commodity before him.
It will be thus
with many: let us be glad that it is not thus witb
all

Vfe $* But for clofer Application. Seeing this is the
great condemning Sin, before we enquire after it into
the Hearts of our Hearers, it befeems us to begin at

home, and

fee that

we who

are Preachers of the

fpel be not guilty of it our felves.

The Lord forbid

Gothat

they that have undertaken the facred Office of revealof Chrift to the World, fhould
make light of him themfelves, and flight that Salvation which they do daily preach.
The Lord kaovvs we
ing the Excellencies

G

4

arc

( *23 )
of iisfolowin our Eftimationof Chrift, and do
this great Work {o negligently, that we have caufe to
be afhamed of our beft Sermons ; but fhould this Sin
are

*11

we were the mod miferable of all Men.
Jove not Cenforioufnefs
yet dare not befriend fo vile a Sin in my kU or others under pretence
of avoiding it, efpecially when there is fo great Necefprevail in us,

Brethren,

I

•,

fity that it fhould be healed ftrft in them that make it
their Work to heal it in others.
that there were no
caufe to complain that Chrift and Salvation are made

O

light of by the Preachers of it
But,
cegligent Studies cf fome fp**ak it out

i.

!

?

Do
2.

not the

D'&th not

dead and drowfy Preaching declare it? Do not
they make light of the Doctrine they preach, that do it
as if they were half afleep, and feel not what they fpeak
themfelves ?
3. Doth not the Carelefnefs of fome Mens private
Endeavours difcover it ? What do they for Souls ?
how flightly do they reprove Sin ? how little do they
when they are out of the Pulpit for the faving of Mens
their

Souls
4.

?

Doth net the continued Neglect of

thofe things

wherein the Intereft of Chrift confifteth difcover
It? 1. The Churches Purity and Reformation 5 1. Its
Unity.

Doth not the covetous and worldly Lives of too
difcover it, lofing Advantages for Mens Souls for
a little Gain to themfelves ? and moft of this is becaufe
$.

many

Men are Preachers before they are Chriftians, and tell
Men of that which they never felt themfelves. Of all
Men on Earth, there are few that are in fo fad ^Condition as fuch Minifters

:

and

if

indeed they do believe
it fhould

that Scripture which they preach, methinks

be

terrible to

them in

their fhidying and preaching

k.

Vfi 4, Beloved Hearers ; the Office that God hath
called us to, is, by declaring the Glory of his Grace, to
help

( I29 }
:
\
I hope
help under Chrift to the faving of Mens Souls.
you think not that I come hicher to Day on any other
Errand. The Lord knows I had not fee a Foot out of
Doors, but in hope to fucceed in this Work for your
I have-confidered and often ccnfidered, what is
Souls.
the matter that fo many thoufands fhould perifh when

e\

God hath done
this that

is

fo

much

mentioned in

for their Salvation

my Text is

5

the Caufe.

and

I

It is

find

one

of the Wonders of the World, that when God hath
fo loved "the World as to fend his Son, aud drift hath
made a Satisfaction by his Death fufficient for them all*
and offereth the Benefits of it fo freely to them, evenwithout Money or Price, that yet the mod of the World
fhould perifh ; yea the moft of thofe that are thus
Why here is the Reafon, whea
called by his Word
God
Chrift hath done all this, Men make light of it.
hath (hewed that be is not unwilling ;. and Chrift hacli
(hewed thai be is not unwilling that Men fhould be raftered to God's Favour and be faved y but Men are actuGod takes not fleafun in the
ally unwilling themfelves.
Death of Sinners, but rather that they return and live,
!

£v£*33»

I

:

I

|]
1

**•

But Men take fuch fleafun

in Sin,

thac-

they will die before they will return.
The Lord Jefus
was content to be their Phyfician, and hath provided
themafufificient Plaifter of his own Blood: but if Men
make light of it, and will not apply it, what wonder
if they perifh after all ?
This Scripture giveth us the
This Ld Experience tells
Reafon of their Perdition.
us the. moft of the World is guilty of.
It is amoftla-.
nientable thing to fee how moft Men do fpend cheir Ga
their Time, their Pains for known Vanities, while God
*nd Glory are c%ft afi'de
That he who is *#, htould
feem to them as nothing ; and that which is nothiftg% ihould
ffcemco them as good as dl\ that God (houidlo: vankind in fuch a.Race where Heaven or Heil is ciieir cerjaia
End, and that they fhould fit down, and loice
sjfter the childifh Toys of the World,
and
:

forget *he Prize that they fhould run for.

''

( 13© )
one of us to fee the whit of this Bufinefs,
as the All- feeing God doth* to fee atone View, both
Heaven and Hell which Men are fo near, and fee what
mod Men in the World are minding, and what they are
doing every Day, it would be the fadded fight that could
be imagined. O how fhould we marvel at their Madnefs, and lament their Self-delufion ! O poor didra&ed
World what is it that you run after ? and what is it
that you negleft ? If God had never told them
%vhat they were fent into the Word to do, or whither they were going, or what was before them in
another World, then they had been excufable \ but he
tiath told them over and over, till they were weary of it.
Had he left it doubtful, there had been fome excufe j but
it is his fealed Word, and they profefs to believe it,
and would take it ill of us if we fhould quedion whether they do believe it or not.
Beloved, I come not to accufe any of you particularly of this Crime : but feeing it is the commoned Caufe
of Mens Dedruftion, I fuppofe you will judg it the fitted Matter for our Enquiry, and defervirig our greateft
Care for the Cure. To tfhich end I fhall, i. Endeavour

poifible for

!

CmvMon of the Guilty. 2. Shall give them fuch
Confiderationsas may tend to humble and reform them.
3. I (hall conclude with fuch Diredion as may help them
that are willing to efcape the deftroying Power of this
the

And

for the fird/ confider,
the Cafe of mod Sinners to think themfelves
freed from thofe Sins that they are mod enflaved to 3
and one reafon why we cannot reform them, is, becaufe
we cannot convince them of their Guilt. It is the Nature of Sin fo far to blind and befool the Sinner, that
heknoweth not what he doth, but thinketh he is free

Sin.

1. It is

from
ting

it

it:

when it
It

reigneth in him, or

bringeth

Men

to be fo

when he is commitmuch unacquainted

jwkh themfelves, that they know not what they think,
or what they mean and intend, nor what they love or
fr 3 re.

much

left

vyfacthey are habituated and difpofed

(

They arc

to.

13V

alive to Sin,

1

)
and dead to

all

theReafott/

Confideration and Refolution that fhould recover them,
it were only by their finning that we mud know
they are alive. May I hope that you that hear me to
Day, are but willing to know the Truth of your Cafe*
and then I fhall be encouraged to proceed to an enquiry.
God will judg impartially \ why fhould not we do fo2

as if

i

me therefore by thefe following Queftions, try whether none of you are Slighter* of Chrift and your own Salvation. Andfoliowme, I befeechyou^ by putting them

Let

your own Hearts, and faithfully anfweringthem*
Things that Men highly value will be nmmhndv
they will "be matter of their freeft and fweetefl thoughts 5
clofe to
i.

this a

known

Cafe.

Do

not thofe thep make light of Chrift and Salvation,'
that think of them fo feldom and coldly in comparifon of other things ? Follow thy own Heai t Mafi^ and eb*

-

>

what it daily runneth out after? and then judg
whether it make not light of Chrift.
We cannot perftvadeMen to one Hours fober Con*
fideration what they fhould do for an Intereft in Chrift^
ferve

.

or in Thankfulnefs for his Love, and yet they will no^
make light of him,
2. Things that we highly value will be Matter of our
Difcourfe; The Judgment and Heart will command the

believe that they

Tongue Freely and delightfully will our Speech run
them this alfo is a known Cafe.
Do not thdfe then make light of Chrift and Salvation^?
that fhun the mention of his Name, unlefs it be
in a

*

:

after

:

,

>

vain or

finful life ? Thofe that love not the
Company
where Chrift and Salvation is much arik'd of, buc

think it troublefom precife Difcourfe j that had
rather
hear fome merry Jefts, or idle Tales, or talk of
theig
Riches or Bufinefs in the World : When you may
fol-

low them from Morning

to Night, and fcarce have a, faof Chrift, but perhaps fome (light and
weary mention of him ftraecimes 5 judg whether
thefe

voury

Word

makenotjightof Chrift and Salvation,

How

ferioufiy

5

aochey
Vanity

!

talk of the

how

but

World, PfaL 144.8,
heartlefly

n.

and fpeak

do they make mention of

Chrift and Salvation?
3. The things that we highly value, we would fecure
the Pofleffion of, and therefore would take any convenient Courfe to have all Doubts and Fears about them
well refolved.
Do not thofe Men then make light of

Chrift and Salvation, that have lived 20 or 50 Years
in Uncertainly whether they have any part in thefe or
not, and yet never feek out for the right Resolution of
their

Doubts

•fhall be

Are

?

hved

?

O

all

that hear

that they

light of Salvation,

me this Day certain they

were

!

ycu could not

O

had you not made

fo cafily bear fuch

Doubtings of it j you could not reft till you had made it
lure, or done your beft to make it fure.
Have you no
Body to enquire of, that might help you in fuch a Work ?
Why you have Ministers that are purpofely appointed
to that Office.
Have you gone to them, and told them
the Doubtfulnefs of your Cafe, and asked their Help in
the judging of your Condition ? Alas, Mnrifters may fit in
their Studies from one Year to another, before ten
Perfons among iooo will come to them on fuch an Errand
Do not thefe make light of Chrift and Salvation ?
When the Gofpel pierceth the Heart indeed, they cry
out, Men and Brethren, what (hall we do to be fated? Afis
16. go. and 9. 6. trembling and aftonifhed Paul cries
out, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do * And fo did the
convinced Jews to Peter, Atts 2.37. But when hear we
!

fuch Qaeftions

?

we value, do deeply affeft us, and
fome Motions will be in the Heart according to our Eftimation of them.
O Sirs, if Men made not light of
thefe things, what working would there be in the Hearts
of all our Hearers ? what ftrange Afteclions would ic
raife in them to hear of the Matters of the World to
come How would their Hearts mek before the Power
what Sorrow would be wrought in the
of the Gofpel
Difcovery of their Sin! what Aftopifhment at the Con4.

The

things that

!

!

sideration

V

ill

J

fideration of their Mifery ! what unfpeakable Joy at
the glad Tidings' of Salvation by the Mood of Chrift !

what Refolution would be raifed iti them upon the DifcoO what Rearers (hould we have if
very of their Doty
Whereas now we are likcr to
it were not for this Sin
weary them, or preach them afleep with Matters of
We talk to them cf Chrift
this unfpeakable Moment.
Little
and Salvation, till we make their Heads ake
would one think by their carelefs Carriage, that they
heard and regarded what we faid, or thought we fpoke
!

i

I

I

:

at all to them.
$. Our Eftimation of things will be feen in the diligence of our Endeavours. That which we highlieft va-

we fhall think no pains too great to obtain. Do
not thofe Men then make light of Chrift and Salvation,
that think all too much that they do for them, that murmur at his Service, and think it too grievous for them
to endure ? that ask of his Service, as Judas of the Ointlue,

Wliat need this wafle * cannot Men be faved mthoutfo
mnch ad$ ? this Is more ado than needs.
For the World
they will labour all the Day, and all their Lives ; but
for Chrift and Salvation they are afraid of doing too
much. Let us preach to thjem as long as we will, we
cannot bring them to relifh or refolve upon a Life of HoIinefs.
Follow them to their Houfes, and you fhall noe
hear them read a Chapter, nor call upon God with their
Families once a Day ; nor will they allow him that one
Day in feven which he hath feparated to his Service.
ButPleafure, or worldly Bufinefs, or Idlenefs muft have
a part.
And many of them are fo far hardened, as to
reproach them that will not be as mad as themfelves.
And is not Chrift worth the feeking > Is not everlafting Salvation worth more than all this? Doth not

ment,

that Soul make light of all thefe, that thinks his Eafe
more worth than they ? Let but common Senfe judg.
6. That which we moft highly value, we think we

cannot buy too dear : Chrift and Salvation are freely given,
and yet the moft of Men go without them, becaufe

they

\

(134)
they cannot enjoy the World and them together. They
are called but to part with that which would hinder them
from Chrift, and they will not do it. They are called
but to give God his own, and to refign all to his Will,
and let go the Profits and Pleafures of this World, when
they muft let go either Chrift or them > and they will
They think this too dear a Bargain, and fay they
not.
cannot fpare thefe things \ they muft hold their Credit
with Men , they muft look to their EftStes, how (hall
they live elfe? they muft have their Pleafure, whatfoever becomes of Chrift and Salvation : As if they could
live without Chrift better than without thefe : as if they
were afraid of being Lofers by Chrift, or could make a
faving Match by Iofing their Souls to gain the World,
Chrift hath told us over and over, that if we will not
forfake all for him, we cannot be his Difciples,

L&k} 14* 33»

and yet

^ ar are thefe

Men from

will needs think that

forfaking

all*

they are his Difciples

Indeed.
7.

That which Men highly efteem, they would

make
much

help

not thofe Men
that can take fo
light of Chrift and Salvation,
care to leave their Children Portions in the World,

their Friends to as

Do

well as themfelves.

and do fo little to help them to Heaven ? that provide
outward Neceffaries fo carefully for their Families, but
do fo little to the faving of their Souls? Their neglefted Children and Fritnds will witnefs, that either
Chrift, or their Children Souls, or both were made light
of.

8.

That which Men highly efteem, they

will fo dili-

gently feek after, that you may fee it in the fuccefs,
You may fee how
if it be a Matter within their reach.
many make light of Chrift, by the little Knowledg they
have of him, and the little Communion with him, and
Communication from him * and the little, yea, none of
Alas-,
his fpecia! Graces in them.
canfpeakit to the Sorrow of tb ir

9f their People kaow ahiioft

noti

v

w many
<-:..

Mir.ifters

than

brift,

many
chough
shey

;

•

'

:hcy hear of hini daily, nor know they what they
nuft do to be faved I If we ask them an account
of thefe things, they anfwer as if they underftood not
what we fay to. them, and tell us they are no Scholars, and therefore think they are excufable for their

O

if thefe Men had not made light of
Chrift and their Salvation, but had beftowed but half

Ignorance.

much Pains to know and enjoy him, as they have
done to underftand the Matters of their Trades and
Callings in the World, they would not have been fo ig-

fo

norant as they are : they make light of thefe things,
and therefore will not be at the Pains to ftudy or learn
them.
When Men that can learn the hardeft Trade in
a few Years, have not learned a Catechifm, nor how
to underftand their Creed, under twenty or thirty

Years Preaching, nor cannot abide to be queftioncd about fufth things ; doth not this fhew that they
have flighted them in their Hearts? How will thefe
Defpifers of Chrift and Salvation be able one Day to
look him in the Face, and to give an account of thefe
Neglefts

?

Thus much I have fpoken in order to your ConviftiDo not fome of your Confciences by this time fmite
on.
you, and fay,

1 urn the

Man

made light of my
becaufe you make light
of it ftill for all that is faid to you.
But becaufe
if it be the Will of the Lord, I would fain have
this
damning Diftemper cured, and am loth to leave you in
fuch a defperate Condition, if I knew how to remedy
it,
I v\ill give you fome Confiderations, which
may
Salvation

move

.<?

If they

do

not,

that have

it is

you be Men of Reafon and Underftanding
I befeech you weigh them*
and make ufe of them as we go, and lay open your
Hearts to the Work of Grace, and fadly bethink
you
what a Cafe you are in, if you prove fuch as make light
you,

if

to look better about you j and

^

of Chrift.
Confider,

r.

not light of thee

Thou makeft light of him that made
who didft deferve it. Thou waft vvor-

(

13* )

thy of nothing but Contempt*
A* a Man, what arc
thou but a Worm to God? As a Sinner, thou art far viler
than a Toad : yet Chrift was fo far from making light
of
thee and thy Happinefs, that he came down into
the
Flefh, and Jived a Life of Suffering, and offered himfelf
a
Sacrifice to the Juftice

which thou hadft provoked, that
thy miferable Soul might have a Remedy.
It is no
Ids than Miracles of Love and Mercy that he hath
ffiewed to us : and yet fhall we flight them after all ?
Angels admire tkem, whom they lefs concern,, i Pet.
r. 12. and /hall redeemed Sinners make light of them ?
What barbarous, yea devilifh, yea worfe than deviJifh
Ingratitude is this ? the Devils never had a Saviour offered them, but thou haft, and doft thou yet make light
of him ?
2. Confider the Work of Man's Salvation by Jefus
Chrift is the Mafter-piece of all the Works of God,
wherein he would have his Love and Mercy to be magnified.
As the Creation declareth his Goodnefs and
Power, fo doth Redemption his Goodnefs and Mercy j
he hath contrived the very Frame of his Worfhip fo,
that it fhall much confift in the magnifying of this
Work ; and after all this, will you make light of it ? His
Name is Wonderful, Ifa. 9. 6. He did the Work that
none could do, John 1 $• 24. Greater Love could none
flievv than this, John 1 $. 13.
How great was the Evil
and Mifery that he delivered us from the Good procured for us all are Wonders from his Birth to his Afcenfion \ from our new Birth to our Glorification, all are
Wonders of matchlefs Mercy, And yet do you make
!

!

light of them
g.

i

You make

light of Matters of greatefl Excellency

: you know not what it is that
you flight j had you well known, you could not have
As Chrift faid to the Wcman of Samaria,
done it.

and Moment

in the

World

4. io. hadft thou known who it is that fpeaketh
to thee, thou wouldft have asked of him the Waters
of Life : had they knvpn % they would not have crucified

John

the

( 137 )
So had you known
the Lord of Glory, i Or. 2. 8.
whatChriftis, you would not have made light of him 5
Had you been one Day in Heaven, and but feen what they
poflefs,

and feen

alfo

what miferable Souls muft endure
would never fure have made fo

that are tout out, you
light of Chrift again.

OSirs,

it is

no

Trifles or jefting Matters that the

Go-

muft needs profefs to you, that wlien
1 have the moft ferious Thoughts of thefe things my
felf, I am ready toonarvel that fuch amazing Matters
do not overwhelm the Souls of Men that the Grcatnefs of the Subjeft doth not fo overmatch our Underfpel fpeaks of,

I

:

as even to drive Men befide
themfelves, but that God hach always fomewhat allayed
it by thediftance j much more that Men Qiould be fo
Lord, that
block!fh as to make light of them.
Men did but keow what everlafting Glory, and ever-

ftandings and AfFedions,

O

Torments are * would they then hear us as they
would they read and think of thefe things as they
? I profefs I have been ready to wonder when I have
heard fuch weighty things delivered, how People can
forbear cryitig out in the Congregation 5 much more,
how they can reft till they have gone to their Minifters
and learned what they ftiould do to be faved, that this
great Bufmefs might be put out of doubt.
O that Heaven and Hell fhould work no more on Men
O that
Everlaftingnefs fnould work no more
O how can you
forbear when you are alone, to think with your felves
what it is to be everlaftingly in Joy or in Torment I
wonder that fuch Thoughts do not break your Sleep ;
and that they come not in your mind when you are about
your Labour
I wonder how you can almoft do any
thing clfe
How you can have any Quietnefs in your
Minds How ycu can eat, or drink, or reft, till yon
have got fome Ground of everlafting Confolations
Is
lafting

do
do

'

'

;

?

!

!

I

I

!

i

j

I

!

I

;

!

!

1

!

tfaat a

Alan or a Corps that

not affefted with Matters of
this Moment? that can be readier to fleep, than to tremble, when he heareth how he muft ftand at the Bar of
is

God!

( I3» )
or a Clod offj&i, that can rife
and lie down without being deeply afYefted with his everla/ling Eftate ? that can follow his worldly Bufmefs,
and make nothing of the great Eufinefs of Salvation or Damnation; and that when they know it is
hard at hand. Truly Sirs, when I think of die Weight
of the Matter, I wonder at the very beft of God's Saints
upon Earth, that they are no better, and do no more
in fo weighty a Cafe.
I wonder at thofe whom the
World accountedi more holy than needs, and fcorns
for making too much ado 5 that they can put off Chrift
and their Souls with fo little , that they pour not out
their Souls in every Supplication 3 that they are not
more taken up with God * that their Thoughts be not
more ferious in preparation for their Account. I wonder that they be not an hundred times more drift in

God

!

Is

that a Ms.n %

and more laborious and unwearied

their Lives,

in

And for my
than they are.
felf, as I am afhamed of my dull and carelefs Heart,
and of m£ flow and unprofitable Courfe of Life ; fo
the Lord knows, I am afhamed of every Sermon that I
preach : when I think what I have been fpeaking of, and.
who fent me and that Mens Salvation or Damnation is
fomuch concerned in it. lam ready to tremble, left
God fhould judg me as a Slighter of his Truth, and the
Souls of Men, and left in the beft Sermon I fhould be
guilty of their Blood.
Methinks we fhould not fpeak
a Word to Men in Matters of fuch Confequence, without Tears, or the greateft Earneftnefs that poffibly we
can were not we too much guilty of the Sin which wc
Whether we are alone, or
reprove, it would be fo.
in Company, methinks our End, and fuch an End,
fhould ftill be in our Mind, and as before our Eyes %
and weftould (ooner forget any thing, and fet light by

driving for the Crown,

•,

:

any thing, or by
Conftder, 4.

fagetoyou?

Is

all

things, than

Who
it

is it

not

by

this.

that fends this weighty Mef-.

God

himfelf? Shall the

©f Hcavsa fpeak, and Meo make
«

light

of it?

God
You
would

j

( 139 )
the Voice of an Angel or a Prince.
$. Wvofe Salvation isic chat you make light of? Is*ic
notyourown? Are you no more near or dear to your
felves, than to make light of your own Happinefs or Mifery ? Why Sirs, do you not care whether you be fayed
or damned ? Is Self-love loft ? Are you turned your own
Enemies ? As he that flighteth his Meat doth flight his
Life; fo if you (light Chrift, whacfoever you may think,
you will find it was your own Salvation that you flighted.
Hear what he faith, Prov. 8. 36. All they that hate me>

would not

)

1

;

1

flight

love Death.

;

'

1

6. Your Sin is greater, in that youprofefs to believe
the Gofpel which you make fo light of.
For a profeffed

Infidel to do it, that believes not that ever Chrift died,
or rofe again, or doth not believe that there is an Heaven
or Hell, this were no fuch marvel ; but for you that

make

your Creed, and your very Religion, and call
and have been baptized into this
Faith, and feemed to ftand to it, this is the Wonder,
and hath no Excufe.
What
believe that you (hall
live in endlefs Joy or Torment, and yet make no more
of it, to efcape Torment, and obtain that Joy. What
believe that God will fhortly judg you, and yet make no
•more Preparation for it.
Either fay plainly, / am no
iCbriftian, I do not believe tbtfe wonderful things, I mil be*
uieve nothing but what I.fee 5 or elfe let your Hearts be
laffe&ed with your Belief, and live as you fay you do beJieve.
What do you think when you repeat the Creed,
and mention drift's Judgment, and everlafting Life I

your

it

felves Chriftians,

!

I

!

7.

What

(prefer

are thefe things

you

fet fo

much

by, as to

them before Chrift, and the ftving of your Souls ?

Wave you found

a better Friend, a greater and furer
^Happinefs than this? Good Lord ! what Dung is itthac

Men makefo much of, while they fee fo light by
Glory What Toys are they that they are

rafting

!

everdaily

xaken up with, while Matters cf Life and Death are neglefted ! Why Sirs, if you had eveny one a Kingdom
po your Hopes, what were it in comparifon of the ever-

( T 4o )
cannot but lookapon all the Glory
and Dignity of this World, Lands and Lord (hips, Crowns
and Kingdoms, even as on feme brainfick beggarlv Fellow, that borroweth fine Clothes, and plays the
Pare
of a King or a Lord for an Hour on a Stage, and then
lafting

Kingdom

I

?

comes down, and the Spore

is ended,
and they are.
Beggars again.
Were it not for God's Kitereft in the*!
Authority of Magistrates, or for the Service they
mighef
do him, I fhould judg no better of them. For as to
their own Glory, it is but a Smoak
what matter is ic
whether you live poor or rich, unl'efs ft were a greater
Matter to die rich than it is ? You know well enough
!

:

that Death levels all
what Matter is it at Judgment,
whether you be jo anfwer for the Life of a rich Man,
or a poor Man ? Is Dives then any better than L&\ams ?
O that Meti knew what a poor deceiving Shadow they;
grafp at, while they let go the everlafting Subftance
The ftrongeft and richeft, and moil voluptuous Sinners, do but lay in fuel for their Sorrows, while they think
:

!

they are gathering together a Treafure. Alas, they are
aflcep, and dream that they are happy 5 but when they
awake, whac a Change will they find
Their Crown is
made of Thorns : their Pleafure hath fuch a Sting as
will flick in th« Heart through all Eternity, except un<|
feigned Repentance do prevent it.
O how fadly willj
thefe Wretches be convinced ere long what a foolim|
Bargain they made in felling Chrift and their Salvation!
for thefe Trifles
Let your Farms and Merchandize theni
fave you if they can, and do that for you that Chrift!
would have done. Cry then to thy Baal to fave thee.;
O "what "Thoughts have Drunkards and Adulterers, &o\
of Chrift, that will not part with the bafeft Lull for|
him \ For a piece of Bread, faith Solomon, fuch Men doj
tranfgrefs, Prov.id. 21.
8. Tofet fo light by Chrift and Salvation is a certain Mark that thou haft no part in them, and if thou fo
!

!

continue, that Chrift will fet as light by thee

honour him he

will honour,

:

thofe

tliac

and thofe that defpife him
(hall

Hi

)
(
Thou wilt
be lightly efteemed, i Sam. 2. go.
him.
Thou
feel one Day that thou canft nor live without
and then thou
wilt confefs then thy need of him
mayeft go look for a Saviour whcr thou wilt, for he
wouldft not
will be no Saviour for thee hereafter, that
fhall

*,

Then who will
value him, and fubmit to him here.
prove the Lofer by thy Contempt ? O what a thing will
to Chrifl for Help
it be for a poor miferable Soul to cry

1

:

in the

(

Day of Extremity, and

as this!

Thoudidft

fet light

to hear fo fad

by

ai Anfwcr

me and my Law in

the

and I will now fet as light by
3
thee in thv Adverfity. Read Prov. 1. 24 to the end.
Thou thac,'as Efau, didft fell thy Birth-right for a Mefs of
though
1 Pottage, fhakthen find n* Place for Repentance,
Do you think
thoufeek it with Tears, Hib. 12. 17.
fave them that continue to
\ that Chrift fhed his Blood to
make light of it ? and to fave them that value a Cup
of Drink, or a Luft, before hi& Salvation ? I tell you
Sirs, though yon fet fo light by Chrift and Salvation, God
He will not give them on fuch Terms
doth not fo
He valueth the Blood of his Son, and the
as thefe
everlafting Glory * and he w91 make you value them,
Nay, this will be thy Condem*
if ever you have them.
All the World cannot
nation, and leaveth no Remedy.
fave him that fets light by Chrift, Mb. 2. 3. Lm\} 14None of them (hall tafte of his Supper, Mat. 10.
| 24.
Nor can you blame him to deny you what you
57.
J
made light of your felves.
Can you find fault if you
J
mifsof the Salvation which you flighted?
?. The time is near when Chrift and Salvation will

Day of thy

;

Profperity,

;

[

\

:

„

:

J

\

J

not be made light of, as now they are. When God harh
(haken thofe carelefs Souls out of their Bodies, and you
muft anfwer for all vour Sins in your own Name 5 O
then,what would you give for a Saviour ! when a thousand
Bills fhall be brought in againft you, and none to relieve
you, then you will confider,
Chrifl weald now have
j
between me and the Wrath tf God: bad InotdtjplfiA
find
I
bi/n } In wonld have anfwered all.
When you fee the World
j
hath

,

C
hath

H2

)

you, and your Companions in Sin havr deceived themfdvcs and you, and all yodr merry Day* are
gone then what would you give for chat Chrift and Salleft

-j

vation that

Do you
are

now you account not worth your Labour ?
when you fee the Judgment fee, and you

think;

doomed

to everlafting Perdition for your Wickedyou fhould then make as light of Chrift as
now? Why will you not judg now, as you know you
ftiall-judg then? Will he then be worth ten thoufand
Worlds, and is he not now worth your higheft Eftimation, and deareft Affedion ?
10. God will not only deny thee that Salvation thou
madeft light of, but he will take from thee all that which
nefs, chat

thou didft value before it: He that mod highly efteems
Chrift, (hall have him and the Creatures fo far as they are
good here, and him without the Creature hereafter,
becaufe the Creature is not ufeful ; and he that fets more
by the Creature than by Chrift, fhall have fome of the
Creature without Chrift here, and neither Chrift nor it
hereafter.

So much of thefe Confiderations, which may fhew
the true Face of this heinous Sin.
What think you now, Friends, of this Bufinefs ? Do
you not fee by this time what a Cafe that Soul is in that
maketh light of Chrift and Salvation ? What need then
fhould take heed left
is there that you
prove your own Cafe ? The Lord knows it

this fliould

too comfound guilty at the Iaft of this
Sin, it were better for that Man he had never been born.
It were better for him he had been a 7#r£ or Indian,
that never had heard the Name of a Saviour, and that

mon a

Cafe.

Whoever

is

is

never had Salvation offered to hiqj: For fuch Men have
no cloak for their Sin, John 15.22. Eefides all the reft
of their Sins, they have this killing Sin to anfwer for,
which will undo them. And this will aggravate their Mifery, That Chrift whom they fet light by, muft be their
O that fuch
Judg, and for this Sin will he judg them.
would now confidei' how chey will anfwer chat Queftion
that

c

*43

;

that Chrift puts to their Predeceffors, Matth. 23. 33.
or Heb. 2. 3.
Jfow mil ye efcape the Damnation of

HdU

!

How

(hallryt efcape if ree negkcT, fo

gnat Salvation

?

Can

you efcape without a Chrift? or will a defpifed Chrift
fare you then ? If he be accurfed that fets light by Father
what then is he that fets light
or Mother, Deut. 27. 1 5.
by Chrift ? It was the heinous Sin of the Jews, that
among them were found fuch as kt light by Father and
Mother, E\eJ^ 22. 7. but among us, Men flight the FaIn the Name of God, Brethren, I bether of Spirits.
feech you to confider how you will then bear his Anger
which you now make light of? You that cannot make
light of a little Sicknefs or

Want, or of

natural Death,

no not of a Tooth-ach, but groan as if you were undone,
hovsr will you then make light of the Fury of the Lord,
which will burn againft the Contemners of hisGrace ? Doth
it not behove you beforehand to think of thefe things I
Hitherto I have been convincing you of the Evil of
the Sin, and the Danger tfiat followeth I come now to
know your Refolution for the time to come. What fay
:

J

!

j

I

I

you ? Do you mean to tet as light by Chrift and Solvation as hitherto you have done? and to be the fame Men
after all this ? I hope not.
O let not your Minifters
that would fain fave you, be brought in as
Wfcnefcs
againft you to condemn you.
At leaft, I befccchyou
put not this upon me.
why Sirs, if the Lord fhaU
fay to us at Judgment, Did you never
tell thefe Men
what Chrift did for their Souls, and what need they had
of him, and how nearly it did concern them
to look to

their Salvation, that they made not light of
it ? we mull:
*r,eedsfay the Truth: Yea Lord, we told them
of k *s
plainly as we could j we would have gone
on our Knees to
1

1

them, if we had thought it would have prevailed
we
j
did intreat them as earneftly as we could to
confider thefe
things : they heard of thefe things every day
buc al*>,we
could never get 'em to their Hearts theygave
us the hear*
jng, bw they made light of all that
wecould fay co them.
•,

:

-

O

fad will

it

( '44 )
prove on your fide, if you force us to fuch

an Anfwer as this.
But if the Lord do

move the Hearts of any of ycu,
and you refolve to make light of Chrift no more : Or if
any of you fay, We do not make light of him ; let me
tell you here in the Conclufion, what
you muft do, or
elfe you fhall be judged as Slighters of
Chrift and Salvation.

And

firft,

I

will

you what

tell

will not ferve the

turn.
i. You may have a notional Knowledg of Chrift, and
the Neceffity of his Blood, and of the Excellency of

Salvation, and yet perifh as Neglefters of him.
This
too common among profeft Christians.
You may
fey all that other Men do of him,
What Gofpel-Paf-

is

fages had Balaam .^ Jefus I know, and Paul I know,
the very Devils could fay, who believe and tremble,

Jam.

2. i p.

You may weep at the Hiftory of hisPaffion, when
you read how he was ufed by the Jews \ and yet make
2.

light of

him, and perifh for fo doing.

to his Word and OrdiHerod heard gladly
fo do many that yet muft
perifh as Negle&ers of Salyation.
4. You may in a fit of Fear have ftrong Defires after
a Chrift to eafe you, and to fave you from God's Wrath,
as Saul had of David to play before himj and yet you
3.

You may come defiroufly

nances.

may
5.

perifh for

*,

making

light of Chrift.

You may/obey him

in

many

things, fo far as will

not ruine you in the World, and efcape much of the
Pollutions of the World by his Knowledg 5 and yet
negleft him.
6. You may fuffer and lofe much for him, fo far as
as Ananias, the young
leavetti you an earthly Felicity
Man. Some Parcels of their Pleafures and Profits many will part with in Hope of Salvation, that (hall perifh
*,

everlafiingly, for valuing

it

no more.
7.

You •

walou for
You may be efteemedby other* Man
and

7.

thrift, and loved 'and admired
ytt be one that fall perifh for
8.

You may

upor thai account
of wm.
:

maWR Ugh*

that you fce
verily think yourfelves,
and yet he
thing,
Salvation rhan'ny

Chrift and
of him: Uirift
mirtaken, and be judged as Combers
themfives.
juftify
that
juftifiethnotall
Salmay be zealous Prefers of Chnft and

more by

o.

You

ncgltft, and lament
vation, and reprove others fir this
as I have
Exprethon
like
the
in
World
the
the Sin of
Evihavenonctrer
I
or
>ou
done this Day ; and yet if
aalv*
dence to prove our hearty Eftccm of Chrift and

we are undone

tion,

.

for al this,

hear, Brethren, what will not ferve the turn;
you now h$ar what Perfcns you mufl be if you would
not be condemned as Slighters of Chnil ? O fearch whe-

You

ITwlll

be thus with vour Souls or no,
Chrift and Salvation, mufl be
greater than yoar Efteem of all the Honour, Profits
or Pieafures of this World, or elfe you flight him
XoJefsmll be accounted fincere, nor accepted to 'your

ther

it

r.

Your Efteem of

when there it no Companion in the Matters efteemed. To efteem the greateft Glory on Earth before Chrift and c verlafting Glory,
is a greater Folly, and Wrong to Chrift, than to efteem a Dog before) our Prince, would be Folly in you,
and a Wrong to him.
Scripture is plain in this,
Muttb. 10. 37. He thit lowth Father or Mother, \vife%
Children, Houfe, L&nd^ vr bis own Life more than wf, is not

Salvation: Think not this hard,

i

j

,

and canwt be my Difciple, as Lu^e 14. 26.
muft manifeft this Efteem of Chrift and Salvation in your daily Endeavours and feekirg after him,
and in parting with any thing that he fall r< quire o{
you. God is a Spirit, and will not ukc an hypocritical Profeffion inftead of the Heart and fpiritual Service
which he commandeth. He will have the Heart or nothing y and the chief JJoota in the Heart too.
Thefo

worthy
2.

ej me,

You

m*tftbcha&

1

H

If

:
u you fay

It

(
that

14S

)

$ u do not make light of Chrift,

or will

floe ^ereafrer,

Jct^e try you in thefe few Particulars,
.whether indeed
youneanas you iky, and do not diffemwil1 you for the tme to come make Chrift and Salthe chiefcft
of y° ur Care and Scudy ?
them not out of ur Thoughts, as a needlefs or
£
MpprofitableSubjea 5 nor s*t w it only ftme running (light
•a noughts,
which will no affed you. But will you
jnake h your Bufinefs once a
Day to bethink you foberly when you are alone,
whatChrift hath done for you j
and what he will do if you
fc not make light of ic i
and what it is to be everlaftitoly happy or mifcrablc?
and what all things in this Worki are in comparifon of
your Salvation? and how they will flio^ly leave you?
and what mind you will be then of, and how you will
efteemthem? Will you promife me now and then to
!•
10

^! n
-inruft

M **

make

it your Bufinefs to withdraw your felves from
World, and fet your fdves to fuch Confiderations
as thefe? If you will not, are not you Slightcrs of

rile

Chrift and Salvation, that will not be perfwaded foberly
to think on them ? This is my firft Queftion to put
you to the Trial, whether you will value Chrift or

nor.

Will you for the time to come, fet more by the
of God, which contains the Difcovery of thefe
excellent things, and is your Charter for Salvation, and
your Guide thereunto ? You cannot fet by Chrift, but
you muftfet by his Word: Therefore the Defpifers of
are threatned with Deftruftion, Prow. ig. 13.
Will
you therefore attend to the publick preaching of this
Word? will you read it daily? will you refolve to
obey it wharever it may coft you ? If you will not do
this, but make light of the Word of God, you fhall
be judged fuch as make light of Chrift and Salvation,
whatever you may fondly promife to your
2.

Word

«

felves.

wrii you tor tne time to come cuccm m^v. **
of Chrift, whom he hath purpofely appoinrcdeo guide you to Salvation? and will you / make
ufc of them for chat end ? Ala!, it is not ito gfve the
^.

.

«'

.he

Officers

Word, and fpeak well of him, and pay
Tithes duly, that will ferve the turn: It is for
the NecefTity of your Souls that God hath fet them in
his Church ; that they mav be as Phyficians under
Chrift, or lis Apothecaries to apply his Remedies to
your fpiritual Difeafes, not only in publick, but alfoin
Minifter a good

him

his

That you may have fometo go to for the reof your Doubts, and for your Inftruftion
where you are ignorant, and for the help of their Exhortations and Prayers.
WiH you ufe hereafter to go
to your Minifters privately, and folicite thera for Advice ? and if you have not fuchof your own as are fie,
get Advice frcftn others > and ask them What you (hall a*
to be faved f bow to prepare for Death and Judgment ? and
will you obey the Word of God in their Mouths? If
you will not do this much, nor fo much as enquire of
private

•

:

iolving

tftofe that

fhould teach you, cor ufe the Means which
£hwrch for yeur help,

Chrift hath eftablifhed in his

own Confidences fhall one Day witnefs, that yo«
were fuch as made light of Chrift and Salvation.
If
any of you doubt whether it be your Duty thus to ask
Counfel of your Teachers, asfick Men do of their Phyficians, let your own Ncceffities rcfolve you * let God's
exprefs Word refolveyou: fee what is faid of the
Priefb of the Lord, even before Chrift's coming, when
your

of their Work did lie in Ceremonials Mai. 2. 5,
My Covenant was with him of Life and Peace : and 2

much
6*

•,

gave them- to him £to Levi J for the par wherewith hi, feared
T»e Law of Truth was
before my Name.
in bis Mouth, and Iniquity -was not found
his Lip; ht
-walked with me in Peace and Equity
and did, turn many

"w*, and was ajraid

u

away from

Iniquity.

Fev

the Priefts

ledge and they (houldfce^ the

Miffenger of the Lord ofHo$s.

Lzw

Zips fhould keep

at his

Mouth

H

2

;

Know-

fir ht
"

is

tbt

Nay,

„

( rtf )
Nay, you muff not only enqifire,

and! fubmit to their
Advice, but alfo to their juft Reprehenfions and Churciv
Cenfures : And without proud Sepining fubmit to the
Difcipfine of Chrift in their Hands, if it fall be
afed in the Congregations whereof you are Mem-

bers.
4. Will you for the time to come make Confcience of
daily and earneft Prayer to God, that you may have a
Part in Chrift and Salvation? do not go out of Doors
till

you have breathed out thefe Defires to God

lie

down to reft till you have breathed out

God knoweth my

fay nor,

praying

\

do not

thefe Defires

Necefllty without

fo often

though he do, yet he will nave you to
know them and feci them, and exercife your Defires,
and all the Graces of his Spirit in thefe Duties: It is he
that hath commanded to pray continually, though he
know your Needs wichour, 1 Theff, $. 17. Chrift himfelf fpent whole Nights in Prayer, and encourageth us
to this Courfe, LuHy 1 8. 1 . If you will not be pcrfwadcd to this much, how can you fay that you make not
light of Chrift and Salvation ?
$. Will you for the time to come refolvedly caft
away your known Sins at the Command of Chrift ?
If you have been proud or contentious, or malicious
If you have been
and revengeful, be fo no more.
Adulterers, or Swearers, or Curfers, be fo no more.
You cannot hold thefe, and yet fet by Chrift and Salwtion.
;

for

What fay you? Are you

refolded to let

them go?

If

not, when you know *cis the Will of Chrift, and he hath
told you fuch fall not enter/ into his Kingdom, do not
you make light of him ?
6. Will you for the time to come ferveGod in the
Hurtfi as well as the chtaptjl part of his Service ; not only
with your Tongues, but with your Purfes and your
Deeds? fall the Poor find that you fet more by Chrift
Chan this World? fiiall it appear ia any gggd Ufcs.that

God

God calls you't* be

liberal hi, according to your AbiliPure KeligiSn and undefiled before God is this,
to vifit the Fatherlefs and Widows in their AfHiftion,
Jam. i . nit. Will you refolve to flick to Chrift, and
make fure this Work of Salvation, though it coil yoa
all that you have in the World ? rf you think thefe
Terms too dear, you make light of Chrift, and will be
judged accordingly.
^ 7. Will you for the time to come make much of all
things that tend to your Salvation j and take every help

ties

?

God offereth you, and gladly make ufe of all his
Ordinances? Attend upon his /lengthening Sacraments,
fpend the tord's own Day in thefe holy Imployments.
Inftrud your Children and Servants in thefe things,
&tut.6.6ii. get into good Compaay that fet their
Faces Heaven- ward, and will teach you the way, and
help you chither : and take heed of the Company of
wicked Scorners, or foolifh, jolupruous, fleflily Men,
or any that would hinder you in this Work. Will you
that

do

thefe things ? Or will you (hew that you are Slighter*
of Chrift by neglefting them ?
8. Will you do all this with Delight, not as your
Toil, but as your Pleafure ? and take it for your higheft
Honour that you may be Chrift's Difciples, and may
be Admitted ro ferve and worfhip him \ and rejoice with
holy Confidence in the Efficiency of that Sacrifice by
which you may have Pardon of all your Failings, and
right to the Inheritance of the Saints in light I If you
will
fet

do thefe rings

fincerely^

you

w>li

fhew that you

by Chrift and Salvation s elfe not.
Dearly Beloved in the Lord, I have

now done that
which I came upon-, what Effecl it hath, or will
have upon your Hearts, I know not, nor is it any further
in my Power to accomplifh that which my Souldefircth
Were it the Lord's Will that I might have
for you.
my wifli herein, the Words that you have this Day
heard fhould fo ftick by yon, that the Secure fhouid

v Work

Ik

be awakened by them, and none of you fliould perifh
by the flighting of your Salvation.
} cannot now.,
low you to your feveral Habitations, to apply th:
Word to your particular Ne'ceffitiei: but that Icou!

a

make every Ma

a Preacher to himfelf, u
might do it, which is ever with you 9 that the ne
time you go pfayerkfs to Bed, or about yo*

if

finefs,

Confidence

by Chtiftand by

rni

cry out,

it

i

Salvimn?

Dofi then fit no

that the next time

you are

tempted

to think hardly of an holy and diligent Li?>
will not fay to deride it as more ado thannttdi)

C

ence might cry out to thee, Dolt the* fit fo light by i
and thy Salvation / na. the next rime you are *~±r~
to rufh upon
fires

cry
to

known Sin, ai id topkafeyour flefhl
C n.and of God, Confcicuce m

againft the
out,

caft

Is Chrifl

them,

when you

away

are

eager Ochres,

Change that
cry out

to'

is

and

Salvation no

-

more worth,

venture

thttn for thy Lufts ?

f<

ng cne

f<

rag ihe

World with your r
World to come and

or

m

before you, Confluence
and Salvation
monn

a

you,

m

rift

Th
Day in Idl<
vou what

than fo*

i

are flex* fpending the

Lo

Confcience might teu
In a Word, that in all your
nt,g.
Neglefis of Duty, 5 our ftic- ir.g at the funpofed Labour
all your cold and lazy
orCoft of a £' d
yea
Prayers and Performances, Confcience migh^. tell you
how onfu tabic fucii Endeavours are to the Reward and
I
fc'lhat.Chrift aod^lvaupn fkmid not beVo flighted.
will fay no more feu trruVat this time, k is a thoufand
PiuVs that when Ged hath provided a Saviour for
the World, and when Chrift hath fuffered fo much fa?
Sports,

m

,

-,

their Sins, and made fo
rand purctoafcd fo glorious
:

a Satisfaction to JufL
Kingddta for his Saints,

toll

a

all this is

offered fo freely to Sinners, to loft

Sinners,

even

for nothing,

ftould evcrlafUn^iy

that yet fo

unwor

many Milk

perifh beeaufe they maty light
it

(

iV

)

Saviour and Salvation, and prefer tbi vain World and

tbm.
I have delivered my Mtflage;
open your Hearts to receive it: I have perfwa*
you vvich the Word of Truth and Sobeinefs-, the
|wd oerfwade you more effectually, or elfe ail this is
.

Lufts t'fire

Lorti

wm&
~

m

