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TO THE INHABITANTS

BOROUGH AND FOREIGN

KIDDERMINSTER.

Dearly beloved Friends in the Lord,

As it was the unfeigned love ofyour souls, that hath hither-

to moved me much to print v^^hat I have done, that you might
have the help of those truths, which God hath acquainted
me with, when I am dead and gone, so is it the same affec-

tion that hath persuaded me here to send you this familiar

discourse. It is the same that you heard preached : and
the reasons that moved me to preach it, do move me now to

publish it
;

that if any of you have forgot it, it may be

brought to your remembrance ; or if it worked not upon
you in the hearing, yet in the deliberate perusal it may work.

I bless the Lord that there are so many among you that

know by experience the nature of conversion, which is the

cause of my abundant affection towards you, above any
other people that I know, (especially in that you also walk

in so much humility, unity, and peace, when pride and divi-

sions have caused so many ruins abroad). But I see that

there is no place or people on earth that will answer our de-

sires, or free us from those troubles that constantly attend

our earthly state. I have exceeding cause to rejoice in very

many of you ;
but in many also I have cause of sorrow.

Long have I travailed (as Paul speaks. Gal. iv. 19.) as in
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birth, till Christ be formed in you. For this have I studied

and prayed, and preached ;
for this have I dealt with you in

private exhortation
;
for this have I sent you all such books

as J conceived suitable to your needs : and yet to the grief
of my soul I must speak it, the lives of many of you declare

that this great work is yet undone. I believe God, and

therefore I know that you must every soul of you be con-

verted, or condemned to everlasting punishment. And

knowing this, I have told it you over and over again : I

have shewed you the proof and reasons of it, and the cer-

tain misery of an unconverted state : I have earnestly be-

sought you, and begged of you to return
;

and if I had

tears at command, I should have mixed all these exhortations

with my tears
;
and if I had but time and strength, (as I

have not,) I should have made bold to have come more to

you, and sit with you in your houses, and entreated you on

the behalf of your souls, even twenty times, for once that I

have entreated you. The God that sent me to you knows
that my soul is grieved for your blindness, and stubborn-

ness, and wickedness, and misery, more than for all the

losses or crosses in the world, and that my heart's desire

and prayer for you to God, is, that you may yet be con-

verted and saved. But alas ! I see not the answer of my
desires, some few of you (andi thank God they be but few)
will not so much as come to me, nor be willing that I should

come to you to be catechised or instructed. Some of you still

quarrel with the holy way in which you must walk if ever you
will be saved. Some of you give up yourselves to the world,

and thrust God out ofyour hearts and houses, and have not so

much as a chapter read, or an earnest prayer put up to God
nor once a savoury word of heaven, from morning to night.
I would there were none of you that secretly hate the dili-

gent strictness that God hath commanded us, and think this

daily care for our salvation to be more ado than needs
; as

if you had found out something else, that better deserved

your care and diligence, and would better pay you for it.

Too many among you are carping and cavilling against those

humble, godly Christians whom you should carefully imi-

tate
; you are hearkening after and aggravating all their

infirmities, and charging them as hypocrites, because they
will not be as careless as yourselves : but you consider not
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that in so doing, you censure yourselves, and speak the

greatest terror to your souls, that you can imagine ;
for if

they that go so far be hypocrites, what will become of you
that come not near them? If they that set their minds on

the life to come, and think nothing too much that they can

do to be saved, be yet but hypocrites ;
if they that dare not

swear, or curse, or drink, or whore, or deceive, or wilfully
live in any sin, are yet but hypocrites ;

what then shall be-

come of such as you, that so much neglect a holy life, and

live so much to the world and flesh, and never did a quar-
ter so much as they for the saving of your souls? If the

righteous themselves are scarcely saved, (that is, with much

striving and suffering, and with much ado,) and if hypocrites
cannot be saved at all

; where then shall the ungodly and

the sinners appear*? Your Judge hath told you that " ex-

cept your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the

scribes and pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the

kingdom of heaven ^" If these men then be no better than

pharisees, you must exceed them, or there is no possibility
of your salvation. Go beyond them first, and then you may
the better condemn them. Till then, you doubly condemn

yourselves that come so short of them. If malice did not

blind you, you would have seen that this stone which you
cast at others, would fly back in your faces.

But above all, it is the odious, swinish sin of tippling
and drunkenness, and such like sensuality, that declareth

too many of you to be yet strangers to conversion. I have

told you the danger of it : I have shewed you the word of

God against it, resolving that drunkards shall not inherit

the kingdom of God ^, and commanding us not to keep com-

pany with you, or to eat with you ^. I have told you, and

told you an hundred times, with what a face these sins will

look upon you in the end. And yet all will not do, for

aught yet I see, as I found you I must leave you ;
and after

all my pains and prayers, instead of rejoicing in the hopes of

your salvation, I must part with you in sorrow, and appear

against you before the Lord, as a witness of your wilfulness,

and negligence, and impenitency. Ah Lord ! is there no

remedy, but I must leave so many of my poor neighbours
» 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. Matt, xxiii. 33. •» Matt. v. 20.

c 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. ^ 1 Cor. v. 11—13.
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in the power of satan, and in a slavery to their flesh, and a

contempt of heaven, and a wilful neglect of a holy life? Is

there no persuading them to cast away their known and

wilful sin
; and to seek first the kingdom of God and his

righteousness ? Must I see them condemned by Christ that

would have saved them ? Must my preaching and persua-
sions be brought in against them, that were intended by me
for their conversion and salvation ? O, what is the matter,

that we cannot prevail with reasonable men in so plain a

case ? Can they imagine that sin is better than holiness ;

or that it is better to obey their flesh than God ? Do they
think that this life will last always ? Or that the pleasures
of sin will never have an end ? Or that they shall never be

called to a reckoning for all this ? Can they imagine that

heaven is not worthy to be sought, and eternal things to be

preferred before those that are transitory ? Or that a care-

less, loose, and fleshly life will be better at last than a life

of diligence, obedience, and holiness ? O that we did but

know what to say to these men that would go to their

hearts, and bring them to their wits, or what to do for them
that might turn them from their sin, and fetch them home
to God, and save them. Is there no hope to prevail with

them before they find themselves in hell ? Poor miserable

souls ! O that I knew but what to do for you, that might
do you good, and save you before it be too late. But alas !

what should we do more ? If my life lay*on it, I cannot

persuade a drunkard from his filthy drunkenness, nor a co-

vetous man from his worldly mind and life, how much less

to a thorough conversion, and a heavenly conversation ?

The example of their godly neighbours at the next doors
will not allure them, but they will go on towards hell with
the voice of prayers and exhortations in their ears ! The
reproofs of their neighbours do but anger them, and they
cry out, that all is said in malice : as if it were a malicious

thing to go about to save them from sin and hell. Minis-
ters cannot prevail with them in public nor in private.

Many of them will speak me fair
; but they will not be per-

suaded to turn and live a holy life. And if neither neigh-
bours, nor friends, nor ministers can be heard; if con-
science itself cannot be heard

;
if the God that made them,

if Christ that bought them cannot be heard ; if the plain-
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est Scripture cannot be regarded ; ^f mercies and afflictions,

if heaven and hell cannot prevail to draw a sinner to be

willing to be saved, and for so reasonable a matter, as to let

go his filthy vice and vanity, and to be ruled by his Maker
rather than by his flesh

; then what remedy, and who shall

pity them that sees them in damnation ?

Neighbours, my request to you is now but this much ;

and as your friend, as your teacher, I beseech you deny me
not so small a matter : even that you will be but at so much
labour, as to read over this book to yourselves, and with

your families
;
and that you will consider of it as you go,

between God and your own hearts, whether it be not a mat-

ter that concerneth you to the quick : and that you will

daily beg of God upon your knees to give you this neces-

sary mercy of conversion. Away with your known sins,

and with the unnecessary company and occasions that

would draw you to them. You were baptized into the name
of the Holy Ghost as your Sanctifier : and will you hate

sanctification, or refuse it, or neglect it ? You say, you be-

lieve the communion of saints, and will you abhor their

communion, and choose the company of ignorant, ungodly
men ? Well ! if after all this you be still the same, and any
of you shall appear before the Lord in an unconverted state,

this book, besides the rest of my labours, shall witness to

your faces, that you were told of the danger, and told of

the necessity ofa thorough conversion. And you that now are

always telling us, that all are sinners, and quiet yourselves
with this, that all men have their faults, shall then be con-

vinced to your everlasting confusion, that there is so great
a difference between sinners and sinners, the converted sin-

ners and the unconverted, that the former shall enter into

the joy of their Lord, when you with the rest must be cast

into perdition. Matt. xxv. 13. That you were forewarned

of this, is here witnessed against you, under the hand of.

Your faithful monitor,

RICHARD BAXTER.
Kidderminster,

June t, 1657.



TO

THE READER

AN ACCOUNT OF THIS SLENDER WORK.

You have here presented to you a common subject, handled

in a mean and vulgar style, not only without those subtleties

and citations, which might suit it to the palates of learned

men, but also without that conciseness, sententiousness and

quickness, which might make it acceptable to the ingenious
and acute. If you wonder why I should trouble the world

with such an ordinary, dull discourse, as I owe you an ac-

count of it, so I shall faithfully give it you. Besides my
defect of leisure and acuteness to satisfy the expectations of

these sharper wits, I did here purposely avoid that little

which I could have done. I was to preach not only to a

popular auditory, but to the most ignorant, sottish part of

that auditory ; for it is they that are principally concerned

in the matter. And knowing that the whole nation abounds

with such, I was easily persuaded to permit the press to offer

it to their view, and that, as it was preached without altera-

tion. For the subject, I know it is the most needful that

can be offered them. The reason why they must be con-

demned is, because they are not converted ;
and were they

but truly converted they would escape. To convert a sinner

from the error of his way, is to save a soul from death, and

to cover a multitude of sins *
: to convert them, is to pull

them out of the fire^: it is to recover them out of the snare

of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will s.

Conversion is the most blessed work, and the day of con-

version the most blessed day that this world is acquainted
with. It takes a slave from satan, and a hand from his ser-

• Jaraes v. 19, 20. »' Jude 23. « 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26.
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vice
;

it addeth a subject, a son, a member to the Lord

Jesus : it rescueth a soul from everlasting torments, and

maketh him an heir of everlasting joys. And for such a

work, we can never do too much. And alas, the most are

little sensible of the nature, or necessity of this change.

Many that say, they believe in God as their Creator, and in

Christ as their Redeemer, do declare that they are deluded

by their deceitful hearts, in that they believe not in the

Holy Ghost as their Sanctifier : for they know not what

sanctification is, nor ever much looked after it in them-

selves. The commonness and the greatness of men's ne-

cessity, commanded me to do any thing that I could for

their relief, and to bring forth some water to cast upon this

fire, though I had not at hand a silver vessel to carry it in,

nor thought it the most fit. The plainest words are the

most profitable oratory in the weightiest matters. Fineness

is for ornament, and delicacy for delight ;
but they answer

not necessity, though sometimes they may modestly attend

that which answers it. Yea, when they are conjunct, it is

hard for the necessitous hearer or reader to observe the

matter of ornament and delicacy, and not to be carried from

the matter of necessity ;
and to hear or read a neat, concise,

sententious discourse, and not to be hurt by it; for it

usually hindereth the due operation of the matter, and keeps
it from the heart, and stops it in the fancy, and makes it

seem as light as the style. We use not to stand upon com-

pliment or precedency, when we run to quench a common
fire, nor to call men out to it by an eloquent speech. If we
see a man fall into fire or water, we stand not upon manner-

liness in plucking him out, but lay hands on him as we can

without delay. I shall never forget the relish of my soul,

when God first warmed my heart with these matters, and

when I was newly entered into a seriousness in religion :

when I read such a book as Bishop Andrew's Sermons, or

heard such kind of preaching, I felt no life in it : methought

they did but play with holy things. Yea, when I read such

as Bishop Hall, or Henshaw's Meditations, or other such

Essays, Resolves and witty things, I tasted little sweetness

in them
; though now I can find much. But it was the plain

and pressing downright preacher, that only seemed to me to

»e in good sadness, and to make somewhat of it, and to
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speak with life, and light, and weight : and it was such kind

of writings, that were wonderfully pleasant and savoury to

my soul. And I am apt to think that it is thus now with

my hearers
;
and that I should measure them by what I was,

and not by what I am. And yet I must confess, that though
I can better digest exactness and brevity, than I could so

long ago, yet I as much value seriousness and plainness ;

and I feel in myself in reading or hearing, a despising of

that wittiness as proud foolery, which savoureth of levicy,
and tendeth to evaporate weighty truths, and turn them all

into very fancies, and keep them from the heart. As a

stage-player, or morris-dancer differs from a soldier or a

king, so do these preachers from the true and faithful mi-

nisters of Christ : and as they deal liker to players than

preachers in the pulpit, so usually their hearers do rather

come to play with a sermon, than to attend a message from
the God of heaven about the life or death of their souls.

Indeed, the more I have to do with the ignorant sort of

people, the more I find that we cannot possibly speak too

plainly to them. If we do not speak in their own vulgar
dialect, they understand us not. Nay, if we do so, yet if we

compose those very words into a handsomeness of sentence,
or if we speak any thing briefly, they feel not what we say :

nay, I find, if we do not purposely draw out the matter into

such a length of words, and use some repetition of it, that

they may hear it inculcated on them again, we do but over-

run their understandings, and they presently lose us : that

very style and way, that is apt to be a little offensive to the

exact, and that is tedious and loathsome to the curious ear,

whose religion is most in air and fancy, must be it that

must do good upon the ignorant, and is usually most sa-

voury and acceptable to them. Upon such considerations,

I purposely chose so coarse a style in the handling of this

subject : for I preached and wrote it, not for the judicious,
but for the special use of the most senseless, ignorant sort.

And indeed, I am very sensible that herein I have not

reached the thing that I desired ; and yet have not spoke
half so plainly as I should : especially, that there wanteth

that life and piercing quickness, which may concur with

plainness, and a subject of such necessity doth require

The true causes of this were, the dulness and badness of ny
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own heart, and a continual decay of the quickness of my
spirits, through the increase of pituitous scotomatical dis-

tempers, together with that exceeding scarcity of leisure,

which weakness and oppressing business have caused. But

if God will give help and leisure, I shall seek a little to

amend it, in something more which on the same subject I

have begun.
One other reason that moved me to consent to this pub-

lication, is the scarcity of books that are wrote purposely
on this subject : though, on the by and by parts, I know
that nothing is more common in English, yet on this sub-

ject purposely and alone I remember scarce any besides

Mr. Whateley's
" New Birth," (and some Sermons of Re-

pentance) : and indeed I have long persuaded all that I had

opportunity to persuade, to buy that book of Mr. Whateley's,
and to give them abroad among the ignorant, ungodly peo-

ple. And if I had seen any such fruit of my persuasions as

I desired, I think I should never have published this. But

when I could not prevail with the one sort to buy them, nor

with the other sort to give them, I resolved to print some-

what on so necessary a point, were it never so meanly done,
if it were but that I might have some books to give myself
to some that need, and also that the newness and other ad-

vantages might entice this book into the hands of some,
that are never like to read those, which heretofore I have

commended to them.

One thing more I observe is like to be offensive in this

writing, and that is, that the same things do here and there

fall in, which formerly have been spoken. I confess my
memory oft lets slip the passages that I have before written,

and in that forgetfulness I write them again : but I make
no great matter of it. The writing of the same things is

safe to the reader, and why then should it be grievous to

me •"

? not because it is displeasing to the curious, till I set

more by their applause, and take the approbation of men for

my reward. I like to hear a man dwell much on the same
essentials of Christianity. For we have but one God, and
one Christ, and one faith to preach ;

and I will not preach
another Gospel to please men with variety, as if our Saviour
and our Gospel were grown stale. This speaking the same

h Phil. iii. 1.
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things is a sign that a man hath considered what he speaks
and that he hath made it his own, and utters not that which

accidentally falls in. And it is a sign that he is still of the

same belief, and doth not change, and that he loves the

truth, which he so much dwells upon ;
and that he looketh

more at the feeding of men's souls, and strengthening their

graces, than at the feeding of their itching fancies, and mul-

tiplying their opinions. For it is the essentials and com-
mon truths (as I have often said) that we daily live upon as

our bread and drink. And we have incomparably more
work before us, to know these better, and use them better,

than to know more. The sea will afford us more water after

we have taken out a thousand tuns, than a hundred of those

wells and pits from whence we never yet fetched any. I

speak not against the need ofclothing the same truths with

a grateful variety in representing it to the world, nor against
a necessary compliance with the diseases of some itching
novelists in order to the cure ;

but only give you an account

of this publication, by him that had rather be charged with

the greatest rudeness of style, than with the guilt of neg-

lecting what he might have done for the saving of one soul.

RICHARD BAXTER.



A

TREATISE OP CONVERSION.

MA'rrHEW XVIII. s.

Verily I say uriio you, except ye be converted, and become as little

children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Beloved Hearers,

Though the Gospel doth not presuppose grace in men,
but bringeth it to them, yet doth it suppose them to be

men, and therefore endued with natural principles. And

though there is not enough in nature to convert men, yet
doth grace find some advantage in nature for its reception,
and somewhat which it may improve for a further good :

otherwise we might as well plead with beasts as men.

Supernatural light supposeth natural
;

the doctrine of

faith supposeth reason ; and he that would draw you to be

everlastingly happy, doth suppose you so much to love

yourselves as to be willing to be happy, and loath to be ab-

solutely miserable. I come not therefore to persuade any
of you to these things, which are supposed : we are not sent

to entreat men to be men, or reasonable creatures, or to love

themselves, or to be willing to be happy ;
I will not be be-

holden to any of you for this, for you cannot do otherwise :

but we are sent to tell you where your happiness lieth, and
where not, and to advise you to exercise your reason aright,
and to know the way to happiness, and take that course by
which it may obtained.
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I must confess to you that ever since I knew what it was

to be a minister ofthe Gospel, what labour it must cost, and

how cold a reward is to be expected from our hearers, and

what a troublous errand we come upon, in the judgment of

the most, I never could think any thing below the pleasing
of God, and the saving of the souls of our people and our-

selves, to be a motive suflSlcient to draw a man to this em-

ployment. Nor do I think it meet to come once into the

pulpit, with any lower ultimate ends than these. He that

is a minister for lower ends than these, in heart and deed is

no minister of Christ ; but as he seeks himself, so will he

serve himself, and must reward himself as he can
;
and no

wonder if he be unfaithful in all his course. And he that

preacheth one sermon for lower ultimate ends than these,

will seek himself, and not Christ, and so be unfaithful in

that sermon : and if such study smooth words and fine sen-

tences, which tend more to please, than to save men's souls,

it is no wonder. Considering these things, when I had

purposed this day's work in this place, I remembered in

whose name I must speak, and on whose errand I must go,
and therefore that from him I must receive my message :

and I remembered also to whom I was to speak, even to men
that must be everlastingly happy or miserable, and that are

now in the way, and have that to do in a little time, which this

their everlasting state doth depend upon : I remembered also,

that Christ hath assured me that of the many that are called,

few are chosen
;
and that most men perish, for all the mercy

that is in God, and for all that Christ hath done and suffered,

and for all the grace that is offered them in the Gospel ; and I

considered the reason, even because they will not receive

this grace, nor entertain Christ and the mercy of God, as it

is offered to them. I therefore resolved to preach to you,
as one that hath but one sermon to preach to you, and
knows not whether he shall ever speak to you more, and

therefore to choose no lower subject than that which your
life or death depends upon, and to handle it as far as I am
able accordingly, with that plainness as a matter of such

concernment should be handled with. If my business hi-

ther were to be thought a learned man, or to procure your

applause, or to please your ears, I should then have pre-

pared some pleasing matter, and tried to have adorned it
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with some flourishes of wit, and presented it to you in a

mixture of languages, which you do not understand, and

with such pretty jingles and gaudy allusions as carnal fan-

cies are used to be tickled with
;
but knowing that this is

not the way to please God, but to please the devil, nor to

save myself, or those that hear me, but to hinder the salva-

tion of me and you, I soon resolved not only to avoid the

study of such unprofitable, carnal ostentation, but even to

study to avoid it : for I should be loath to please satan any

way by the doing his work, but doubly loath to please him

in preaching the Gospel, and to be serving him in the

choicest service of my Lord.

Will the Lord but bless the word that I shall speak to

the conversion of any souls here present, I have the ends

I come for ;
and shall believe that I have cause to bless his

name that sent ine hither to day; and in hope of this suc-

cess, which I have begged of the Lord, I shall cheerfully

address myself to the work.

The occasion of these words of Christ, was the carnal

thoughts of his disciples concerning the state of his king-

dom, as if it had been of earthly pomp and glory, like the

great monarchs of the world
; and also their carnal, aspiring

desires and contrivances to get the highest place in his

kingdom. They found these conceits among the Jews, and

nature easily entertained and cherished them, which is so

dark and so disaffected to higher things. Christ thought it

not yet seasonable to give them the full discovery of his

kingdom, it being reserved for the Holy Ghost, who was mi-

raculously to possess them, and teach them all things in

Christ's iDodily absence, that the world might see that his

doctrine was not of his devising, but from above : but yet he

presently falls upon that sin which these inquiries did dis-

cover in them
;
and before he fully telleth them the nature

of his kingdom, he plainly telleth them what they must be
if they will have a part in that kingdom. It may seem a

great doubt, whether the disciples were at this time uncon-

verted, that Christ telleth them of the necessity of a con-

version, or whether it be but a particular conversion from
some particular sins that he here speaks of; as there is a

general conversion or repentance necessary to the unrege-
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nerate, and a particular conversion or repentance necessary
to the godly upon their particular falls. To this I answer,

1. Judas was undoubtedly unconverted, and so did conti-

nue. 2. The apostles were then ignorant of many truths

which afterwards became of absolute necessity to salvation ;

as Christ's death, resurrection, ascension, the nature of his

kingdom, 8cc. Yet I dare not say, that they were not in a

state of salvation when they were thus ignorant of them,

because they were not then fundamentals, or of absolute

necessity, as afterwards they were : but yet Christ might
well tell them tliat these truths must be believed hereafter,

and they could not have that eminent measure of faith which

was proper to his more illuminated church after his ascen-

sion, without believing of them. Yea, if they had not be-

lieved them when they were made fundamentals of absolute

necessity to be believed, they had ceased to be true disciples
of Christ. And whether there be not some noble effects of

this Gospel-doctrine upon the heart, which are also proper to

the church after Christ's ascension, as well as these articles

of belief were proper to them, and so that this text may
speak of both, I leave to further consideration. 3. Many
think that it is but a particular conversion and repentance
that is here spoken of; that is, from this sin of ambition
which the disciples did now manifest : but then they ob-
serve not that it will hence be concluded, that a true dis-

ciple may by a particular sin be in such a state, that if he
should die in it, he should not be saved. But others that
are learned and godly think that no hard conclusion, as

long as God will not suffer them to die in it. 4. I pur-
posely forbear to trouble you with the names of expositors,
but I make no doubt but they are in the right, that suppose
that Christ doth here reprehend their ambition, by describ-

ing the contrary temper of his true followers, shewing them
the absolute necessity of conversion, without any determi-
nation whether they were or were not converted at present :

he telleth them that except they be converted, humble per-
sons, they cannot be saved, but doth not determine that
now they are otherwise. And indeed it seemeth not likely
that the disciples of Christ had not then that conversion
and humility of mind that was of absolute necessity to sal-

vation : these words may well be used to converted men, to
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shew them the necessity of that conversion which they
have. As if a Christian begin to grow covetous, you may
say, except you be a man converted from earthljrminded-
ness to heavenlymindedness, you cannot enter into the

kingdom of heaven
;
which doth not deny him to be already

converted. Though as to our present purpose the matter

is not great which of these be taken for the sense, because

they all afford us that doctrine that we shall gather : for if

there be no salvation without a particular conversion from
a particular sin, much less without a conversion from

a state of sin. But the plain sense of the text I doubt not

is this ;
as if he should say,

* You strive for pre-eminency
and worldly greatness in my kingdom ; why I tell you my
kingdom is a kingdom of babes

;
it containeth none but the

humble that are small in their own eyes, and look not after

great matters in this world
;
and though nature be proud,

yet except you be (now or hereafter) converted men, and be-

come as little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom
of heaven.' By the kingdom of heaven is here meant, both

the estate oftrue grace, and so of glory. Not as if conver-

sion were a preparation to their entering into this kingdom
as begun on earth, but it is their very entrance itself, and so

the beginning of it. The doctrine we shall hence handle,

shall be given you in no other but the words of the text,

lest I seem to force them.

Doctrine. It is a most certain truth, protested by Jesus

Christ, that except men be converted and become as little

children, they cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.

The order which we shall observe in handling this, is,
—-

I. To shew you what this kingdom of heaven is.

II. What it is to be converted, and particularly what to

become as little children.

III. Confirm the doctrine from other Scriptures.
IV. I shall give you the reasons why no man can enter

into the kingdom of heaven that is not converted.

V. We shall make use of all, and therein shew you the

hindrances of conversion, the marks of it^ the motives to

it, and the Directions for attaining it
;
as the Lord shall en-

able me.

I. The kingdom of heaven is taken in Scripture both for

the state of grace and glory. As all men are by nature in

VOL. VII. c V .
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the kingdom of satan here, by a willing obeying of him, and

hereafter to be tormented by him
;
so all the converted are

by grace in the kingdom of Christ, by a willing submission

and obedience here, and hereafter to be glorified by him for

ever. This is all one kingdom, because there is the same

king and the same subjects ; yet they are diversified in this,

that one is the way or means to the other, and that the laws

and duties which belong to us in the way, are not all the

same as those that shall continue at the end. It is called

the kingdom of heaven, both because the king is from above,

and not a mere man as earthly kings are, and reigneth in

heaven invisibly, and not as earthly monarchs whom you

may see; and because it is heaven which all grace and

means, and duties do tend to, and it is heaven where is the

end and full felicity, and the most glorious part of the king-
dom. The Guide and Sanctifier of the church also is from

heaven, even the Holy Ghost : the law is from heaven by
the inspiration of the Spirit : the hearts of the subjects are

heavenly, and their lives must be heavenly : it is here in the

seed, it will be hereafter in the full tree. The difference be-

tween the egg and the bird, the acorn and the oak, is not

near so great as the difference between the kingdom of grace
and of glory. And yet a man that had never seen or known
the production of such creatures would little believe, if you
should shew him an acorn, that that would come to be an

oak. And it is no marvel if a carnal heart will not believe

that the weak, despised graces of the saints, do tend to such

an inconceivable glory. When a poor Christian that is dead

to this world lieth praying and panting after God, and look-

ing and longing after glory, little doth the unbelieving world

think, what a blessed harbour it is that by these gales he is

moving and hasting to
; they now see him praying, and

shall then see him possessing and praising ; they now see

his labour and suffering, but they will not believe his bles-

sedness, and perfection, till they see it to their own sorrow

who have lost it.

Before I proceed to open the nature of conversion,

shall say somewhat more of the word : and I shall shew you
the difference between Conversion, Repentance, Regenera-
tion, Sanctification, Vocation.

1. The truth is, all these five words are used in Scrip-
ture to express the same work upon the soul : only they hav<
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some respective and other smaller differences, which I shall

now manifest to you. And the first word Vocation is taken

often for God's act of calling when it hath no success, and

this is called uneffectual calling. So it is used Pro v. i.

24. ** Because I called, and ye refused, I have stretched

forth my hands and no man regarded ;
but ye have set at

nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof." So

Isa. Ixv. 12. Jer. vii. 13.
"

I called, but ye answered not :**

and many other places. 1. Sometimes it is taken for the

act of God when it is successful
;
as 1 Thess. ii. 12. and

many more places. 2. This success itself is termed our

calling in a passive sense : and it is twofold. (1.) Common;
when men are brought but to outward profession and com-

mon gifts ;
and so the word is used often. (2.) Special ;

when men are savingly converted to Christ : the former is

Common effectual Calling; the latter is Special effectual

Calling. And this last is the same with conversion : only
these two differences are observable. 1. As to the name, it

is metaphorically taken from the outward call of the Gospel,
and so applied to the effect on the soul. 2. It hath usually
in Scripture a principal respect to the first effect on the

soul, even the act of faith itself above all other graces, and

following obedience ; yet not excluding the latter, but some-

times plainly comprehending them. So that some divines

conceive that Vocation is a work different from Sanctifica-

tion, because they conceive that it is only the Spirit's caus-

ing the first act of faith in the soul, and by that act a habit

is effected, and therewith the seed of all graces, which they
call the work of sanctification. And indeed the word Vo-

cation hath special respect to the Gospel-call, to the act of

believing in Christ, and the proper effect of that call, even

our actual belief. But sometimes it comprehendeth the

whole Christian relation and state, as Heb. iii. 1. and 2 Pet.

i. 10, &c.

2. Repentance is the same thing as special effectual

calling ;
so we take not calling in the most narrow sense of

all, for the bare act of faith ; only this difference there is :

1. The word Repentance doth specially denote our motion

from the * terminus ^ quo,' even that sinful state from which

we turn, and which we repent of; yet including essentially

also the state to which we turn. Whereas the word Voca-




