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that you will come to Christ but upon trial, and that you will be
religious as far as will stand with your prosperity and safety in
the world, and so vou may not be undone. If you except
seceretly either honour, estate, or life, which you resolve not to
lay down if Christ require it, you then play the hypocrite and
lose all.

4. You must consent to a present change, and at present
thus wholly give up yourself to God, and not only that you
will do it some time hereafter. As he that will not take up
Christianity and a holy life till hereafter should not be baptised
till hereafter, when he will do it; so, if you do but consent to
repent and be converted till some time hence, this is at present
no repentance, conversion, nor true covenanting with God. All
this you must understand and do.

And now 1 will give you time to learn and resolve of all this
that I have said to you. Read over and over the exposition of
the covenant which I have written ; and what you understand not,
ask the meaning of it. And when you have done all, come to
me, and tell me your resolution.

THE THIRD DAY’'S CONFERENCE,
The Confutation of Ungodly Contradicters.

Speakers.—Paul, a Teacher ; Saul, a Learner ; Sir Elymas Dives, a malignant
Contradicter.

- Paur. Welcome, neighbour. You are come sooner than 1
expected you. Are you well resolved of what we talked of?
SauL. Since I saw you, | opened my case to my landlord, Sir
Elymas Dives ; and he is accounted a man of wit and learning ;
and he saith so much against all that you persuade me to, that
I am perplexed between both, and know not what to say or do;
but, at last, I got him to come to you, and say that to you
which he said to me, that I may hear which seemeth in the
right. .
: gP You did very wisely ; and I have the more hope of your
conversion and salvation, because you are diligent, and deal.
faithfully with yourself, and do not let deceivers carry you away
AA2
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quietly, without hearing what can be said against them. Desire
him to come in.

Sir Elymas Dives. Good-morrow, Mr. Paul. I perceive
you have troubled the mind of my poor tenant, here; so that
he can scarce sleep. You, precise preachers, make such a stir
with your religion in the world, that you will not let men live in
quiet by you.

P. Sir, he that is called and consecrated to this office, to de-
clare, from the word of God himself, things, * great, and
necessary, and true, concerning the everlasting state of their
souls, must needs call men to sober and serious thoughts. And
if there be some trouble in these thoughts, to those that have
foolishly neglected their own happiness, it is no wonder.

El. The man hath been all his time an honest, painful,
labouring man. I never heard that he said, or did any man
harm ; but hath followed his business, and gone to church, and
received the sacrament, and lived in love and peace with his
neighbour. I never saw him drunk, nor any harm by himn ; and
now you will make him doubt of his salvation.

P. Sir, I would have no man doubt of his salvation without
cause; nor no man presume of salvation without cause. The
saving or losing of the soul, for ever, is a great business, and not
to be cast upon presumptuous and blind hopes. I would but
have him * make sure of heaven ; and can any man, think you,
make too sure ! It is not you, nor I, that are the Judge of souls,
but God ; and his laws are the rule of his judgment. His word
tells us who it is that he will save. If I tell any man that Christ
will not save him, to whom the Gospel promiseth salvation, con-
demn me, and spare not. But if you tell any man that God
will save him, to whom God hath spoken no such thing, but the
contrary, what wrong can be greater to God and him? And as
to his good life, which you talk of ; faith and repentance, and
the love of God, and a holy life, are matters of another nature
than all that you have said. Pardon me for telling you, that you
speak out of your element, like an unlearned man about law, or
physic, and not like one that had made divinity the study of his
life, as we have done. 1 have but inquired of the man himself
how the case standeth with his soul, and set the Word of God

. before him, and directed him how to judge himself. Ask him,
whether he hath lived by faith, or sense ; after the Spirit, or after
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the flesh ; whether he hath ®loved God or pleasure better;
whether he hath sought heaven, or earthly prosperity, with the
greater care and diligence. If he have, | will assure him that
he is in a state of grace. It is he that must answer you.

El. Are you a preacher, and think that to fnghten men, and
‘cast them into terrors, is the way to mend them? It is believing
well, and hoping well, that is the way to salvation.

P. Believing and hoping falsely, is not the believing and
hoping well. He that knoweth not and feareth not a danger,
will not sufficiently labour to escape it. Did you never read,
that “ The © fear of God is the beginning of wisdom : a good
understanding have all they that do hereafter ?”” Doth not Christ
say, “ Fear him that is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell?”  Yea, I say unto you (whosoever saith the contrary),
“ Fear him !” (Matt. x. 28; and Luke xii. 5.) * Seeing we
receive a kingrddom that cannot be moved, let us have grace
whereby we may serve God acceptablv, with reverence and godly
fear; for our God is a consuming fire.” (Heb. xii. 28, 29.)
“ Having a promise left us of entering into his rest, let us fear,
lest any of you come short of it.”” (Heb. iv. 1.) The Secripturc
is full of such like passages.

Suppose I am a physician, and have a medicine that infallibly
cureth all dropsies and consumptions in time ; and I see the signs
of a dropsy or consumption on one of your servants, and I tell
him my opinion of his case and danger, that he will die, unless
he presently take this certain remedy ; and you come, and chide
me for frightening and discomforting him ; and tell him that
there is no danger. Which of us is the most comfortable friend
to the man? 1 assure him of recovery, if he will use the means :
you flatter him with false hopes, to keep him from using them :
and I am a physician, and you are none. Which of us may he
wiselier believe ?

El. When you should draw men to beheve, you drive them
to unbelief and doubting.

P. Faith is not merely to believe that we are already forgiven,
and shall be saved. If it would prove a man good, to believe
that he is good ; or prove that a man shall be saved, to believe
that he shall be saved ; and that he hath true grace when he hath
none; then all the heathens and wicked men in the world, may
be saved, by believing it shall be so. Then let your tenant be<

b 2 Tim. iii. 4; Matt, vi. 20, 21, 23.
¢ Psalm cxi. 10 ; Prov. i. 10; xv, 83.



3568 THE POOR MAN’S FAMILY BOOK.

lieve that he hath money when he hath none ; and believe that
he hath paid your rent when he hath not. Believing Gad, sup-
poseth some word of his to be believed. And what word of his
promiseth salvation to the ungodly? We must believe the
Gospel, that Christ pardoneth and saveth all that truly ¢ believe
in him: that is, take him practically for their Teacher, their
Saviour, and Lord; to sanctify them by his Spirit, and mortify
their worldly, fleshly lusts, and make them a holy and heaverly
people. To take Christ for such a Physician and Saviour of your
soul, is truly to believe ; and to doubt of the truth of his Word,
is the doubting of unbelief: but so is not every doubting of our
own sincerity. A drunkard may doubt he is not sober, and yet
not thercby doubt of the Gospel of Christ.

El. If poor men have no more wit than to hearken to all
that you would put into their heads, you will drive them all into
despair at last.

P. We do but teach them how to prevent everlasting despair.
There is no hope of being saved in despite of God, or against his
will. And to cherish such ¢ hopes (of being saved without holi-
ness) till time be past, is the way to hellish desperation. What,
if the king tell his subjects, ¢ If you murder, there is no hope of
your lives ; I will not pardon you.” Will you say to them, ¢ Go
on, and kill men; do not despair; the king doth ill to put you
upon desperation ?’ What, if you had been with Paul in the
shipwreck, when he said, ¢ There shall not a hair of your head
perish ; but if these stay not in the ship, ye canuot be saved ;”
would you have said, ¢ He preacheth despair; go forth, and fear
not?’ What, if you had heard Christ himself say, * Verily [
say unto thee, except a man be born again, of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God ;” (John iii.
3, 5;) and “ Except ye be converted, and become as little chil-
dren, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven ;’ (Matt. xviii,
3;) or “ Except ye repent, ye shall all perish.” (Luke xiii,
3, 5.) Would you have said, ¢Believe him not; he preacheth
desperation 2’ What, if you say to your servant, ¢ If thou do not
work, thou shalt have no wages.” Shall he say, ‘I will pot
despair ; but I will hope well, though I work not?” What do
you by this talk, but the same that the devil did to Eve? God
said, “ In the day that thou eatest, thou shalt die :” the devil

4 John i. 6—12, and iii. 16, 19; Luke xix. 27 ; Matt. vil. 31—28.
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said, “ Ye shall not surely die.” Did God preach despair, and
the devil preach better? Till men despair of being saved with-
out holiness, they will never seek holiness, and so never be saved.
I do despair that ever the devil should make good his word, and
save any souls that God hath said shall not be saved.

El. Christ came to abolish the law, and set up the Gospel ;
and you preach nothing but the law, when mercy better be-
seemeth the mouth of a gospel-preacher.

P. Do I preach either the law of innocency, which giveth no
pardon, or the Jewish law ? It was these that Christ abolished,
(in asort,) and not his own law of grace. Doth not he preach
mercy, who proclaimed pardon to all that will truly repent, and
turn to God by faith in Christ? Repentance and conversion are
gospel mercies. The law knoweth no place for repentance:
but, sin and die, is all that it saith. Is it all our work, from
year to year, to magnify the mercy of God in Christ, and fto
entreat men to accept of mercy, and not to refuse it, or abuse
it? And yet must it be said, that we preach not mercy ? I pray
you, tell me, sir, what is the doctrine of mercy that you would
preach, if you were in our stead ?

EL I would tell them of the mercy of God, and that itis
greater than our sins; and that Christ died for sinners; and
that they that believe in him, and trust God, shall be saved.

P. What it is to believe in Christ, and trust God, I have
opened to Saul already, and must not oft repeat the same
things. We doubt not but God’s mercy is greater than our sins;
but no unholy soul shall be saved by it. For this merciful God
hath said, that  without holiness none shall see God.” (Heb.
xii. 14.) The sun is brighter than our eyes, and yet the blind
cannot see by it. We tell them of the exceeding mercy of God,
and of the sufficiency of the sacrifice and merits of Christ ; but
we tell them withal, that the rejecting of this Christ and mercy
will increase their misery, and be the food of the never-dying
worm, the torment of their conscience to remember it for ever.
Read Heb. iii., and vi., and x., and xii., and see whether we say
true or not. Would you tell the people that all men shall be
saved ; or that any other faith and repentance would save them,
than such as | described ?

El. I would tell them that a quiet and sober religion will
be accepted better than all the stir you make ; and that all this
ado, and noise about religion, to trouble men’s minds, instead

f Matt, xxviii. 19; 2 Cor. v.19.
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of making them better, is but the work of a few hot-brained
coxcombs, that can neither let themselves nor other men live
yuietly.

P. O, sir, that you had but tried what € quietness there is in
the conscience of a renewed, justified person, in comparison of
what is in the galled, ulcerous conscience of the ungodly. O!
it is a proud, a worldly, a fleshly heart and life, which is the
sting that will give the sinner no rest ; and the dcfiled, guilty
conscience which will never let the soul be quiet; which hath
a life of unpardoned sin to look hack upon ; a life of sensuality
and ungodliness, of pride, fulness, and idleness ; abundance of
oaths, curses, lies, contempt of God! These are they that
will not let the world be quiet, nor suffer the consciences of the
wicked long to give them any rest. Twice God protesteth by
the prophet,  There is no peace to the wicked.” (Isa. xlviii.
22, and Ivii. 21.) “ The way of peace they know not. There
is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked
paths : whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.” (Isa.
lix. 8.) “ God hateth all the workers of iniquity.” (Psalm Iv.)
And what peace is there, then, to such? ¢ Because they have
seduced my people; saving, Peace, and there was no peace : and
one built up a wall, and others daubed it with untempered
mortar : say unto them, that it shall fall. Lo! when the wall
is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing
wherewith ye have daubed it ?’ (Ezek. xiii. 11,12.) “ When
they shall say, Peace and safety; sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail on a woman with child, and they shall not
escape,” (1 Thess. v. 3.)

I pray you tell me truly, do you think that he that hath truly
repented of his careless, ignorant, worldly, proud, fleshly life,
and hath forsaken it ; or he that hath vet all this sin unrepented
of to answer for, is like to live the quieter life? If sin be the
way of peace, how did it drown the world? How did it kill
Christ? How doth it cause hell? Then you may say also, that
poison and ‘wounds, and breaking our bones, and sickness, are
the way to the body’s ease. '

. I pray you, sir, yet answer me these two questions. 1. Do
you not believe, in your conscience, that a truly penitent, godly
man, that hath spent his days chiefly in laying up a treasure in
heaven, is liker to die in hope and peace than a careless, fleshly,
worldly man? 2. And may not he live in the greatest peace,
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who will die in the greatest peace? Is not that course the fittest
to give us peace in health which is the fittest to give us peace in
sickness ?

And will you tell me what is the quiet and sober religion which
you are for yourself ? '

El It is to love God and my neighbour, and do as T would
be done by, and go to church, and say my prayers, and, when [
have sinned, repent, and cry God mercy, and trust in Chnst, and
so be quiet, and trouble myself no further.

P. You have said a great deal in a few words. But [ hope
you do not think that saying this will save them that do it not.
Give me leave, then, to go over all particularly. 1. If vou love
God, you will love his® lawe, and his government, and his ser-
vice, and his servants, and you will love to please him, and you
will long to be with him, and you will love him better than
fleshly pleasure, or all this world. Will you think he loveth
you, that loveth the dirt in the streets better than you? or that
careth not how far he is from you, nor how little he hath to do
with you? That loveth not inuch to hear, or think, or speak of
vou? If you love God, you will make him your delight, and
not think his word and service the trouble of the world: and
you will keep his commandments, and not think sin your greatest
pleasure, and obedience to God your greatest pain.

2. And if you love your neighbour as yourself, you will not
let Lazarus lie in hunger at your doors, nor your poor tenants
and neighbours feel ccld and want, while you are clothed in
purple and silk, and fare sumptuously and del.cxouslv every day.
You will not lay out hundreds by the year, on hounds, and sports,
and idle gentlemen servants, and on feasting and gallantry, and
excess of bravery ! and furniture, while your poor tenants live in
toil and misery. You will not rack your rents so as poor men,
with all their care and labour, cannot live. You will not see
vour brother have need, and shut up the bowels of your com-
passion from him, and then say that you love God and your
neighbour. You will not hate, and scorn, and persecnte God's
servants that are most careful to please him, and still say you
love both God and them. You will not think that to love your
riotous companions and plavfellows, is to love your neighbour
as yourself

. And for your repenting when you have sinned, and erying

b John xiv.15,£3; 1 Jchnv. 8.
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God mercy, I hope you do not mean a mocking of God, with
saying that you repent when you do not. T hope it is not only
to be sorry and wish you had not sinned, when you have got all
that sin can give you, and still to go on and do the same: to
cry God mercy for a worldly, fleshly, voluptuous life of pride,
fulness, and idleness, (the sins of Sodom, (Ezek. xvi. 49,) and
of too many gentlemen,) and* to continue it still, and hate those
that are against it: nor to repent of oppressing the poor, and
racking your tenants, and to do so still. Repentance is a true
change of mind, will, and conversation : true repentance is all
that I persuade this man to, when you say that I trouble him,
and break his peace.

El. You are an arrogant, saucy fellow. What have you to
do to meddle with my bravery, or sports, or tenants’ rents? You
think your priestly calling may warrant all your incivilities and
insolence. Were it not for the reverence of your coat, I would
kick you out of doors, or lay you by the heels. It was never
a good world since such fellows as you were suffered to prate vour
pleasure against your betters, under pretence of reproving sin.

P. I knew, sir, on what disadvantage I should discourse with
such a one as you, but I do it for this poor man’s sake, who
desiredit. If I were discoursing with you about common things,
I would keep such a distance as should no way offend you. If
any submissiveness would excuse me, I would not seem insolent
or uncivil. I would not stand covered before you. I would not
press into your presence, nor expect honour from you, but
would be content to stand with your poorest servants. But
when it is a business that God’s truth and holiness, and men’s
salvation, and my ministerial fidelity, lieth on, it is cowardice
and base treachery, and not civility, to desert the truth for want
of! plain dealing. 1 hope you know that not only the prophets
and apostles, but Basil, Chrysostom, Ambrose, and such others,
have dealt much plainer with emperors than I have done with
you: and Gildas spake homelier of the DBritish princes and
nobility. Aslong as you may use us at your pleasure, you may
give us leave to speak according to our Master's pleasure. For
we do not fear but at last he will bear us out.

El Itis the trick of you all to claw the vulgar by accusing
the gentry and nobility of oppression, yea, and you would say as
much by the kiug himself, if you durst.

k1 Cor. vi. 9, 11 ; Tit. iii. 8, 5; Acts xviii. 36.
! Isa. lwiii. 1; vii. 4, and li. 7, 8; Matt. xvi. 20, 28, 81; Heb, xiii. 6.
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P. The worst I wish you, sir, is but that you would go now
and then iuto the houses of the poor, and see how they live;
and that you would read over Luke xii,, and Luke xvi., and James
iv. and v., and Matt. xxv., and try to write yourself a commen-
tary on them. And that you would remember how you must
leave this world, and what comes next.

El It is such as you that set up levellers; you would have
rich and paor live all alike, and we must fare and go no better
than they, nor live at more ease.

P. No, Sir: but death will shortly play the leveller with you,
and call away your soul, and turn your flesh to corruption and
common earth: and then™ whose are those things that you
possessed? I would have all honour done to magistrates, though
I reverence not riches so much as I do magistracy. And I
would not have you put yourself into any of the afflicting or
hindering cases of the poor, in your food, raiment, or employ-
ment: but I must needs tell you, that in your place and way,
you wust labour as diligently, and live a mortified, self-denying
life, as well as the poor. And" riches will excuse no man for
idleness, or voluptuous living, nor allow you to waste one groat
in vain.

El. The poor live in their way as well as we in ours: their
diet and their labour is as suitable to them as our plenty and
ease is to us.

P. It is but from use, then, for their flesh is of the same kind
with yours: and if so, I bope if you be put to it, you can use
yourself to live sotoo. And if so, methiuks a due abatement of
excesses and voluptuousness should be much more easy to you.

But, Sir, it is not the mere labour of the poor that I pity
them for, nor the uupleasantness of their diet. | am persuaded
the minds of many of them are quieter, and that their meat and
sleep is sweeter than yours, but, pardon me for telling you that I
am much among them, and I find, 1. That some of them drink
nothing but water, or beer that is little better, and use a diet
so unwholesome, that it breedeth dropsies, consumptions, and
deadly sicknesses, having not fire and clothes to keep them
warm. 2. That many are so full of cares how to pay their rents
and debts, that they have no heart to think of the greater bu-
siness of their souls ; and mauy are so tired with their excessive
labour, that when they should pray, or read a chapter, or instruct
their families, either they have no time, or they are presently,

= Luke xii. 18—21. » Jam. v.
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with weariness, asleep : yea, tired on the Lord’s days with the
week days’ labour. 3. And worst of all, they cannot spare their
children from work while they learn to read, though I offer
them to pay the schoolmaster myself, much less have they time
to catechise and teach them. So that poverty causeth a gene-
ration of barbarians in a christian, happy land. You would
forgive my boldness, if you understood the sadness and sinful-
ness of all this, and that some rich men, that have caused such
things as these, do now want themselves a drop of water to cool
their tongues. ’ '

But all this is by a digression. I pray you tell me next what
that is which you accuse me of as over-troublesome to my
neighbour, or to the world, in my doctrine ?

El T have told you: it is disquieting men’s consciences.

P. But what is it that I say amiss to disquiet them?

El. You would make them believe that God made us to damn
us, and make his mercy as narrow as your conceits.

P. Do you not think that® some shall be damned for their
sins; and that God best knoweth who? and that he best
knoweth how to use his own mercy? and that we must believe
his word? If you think that all shall be saved, speak out, and
let us hear your proof. If not, tell me to whom I deny salva-
tion that God hath promised it to?

El You make strict laws and opinions of your own brains,
and then damn all who do not keep them.

P. What be those laws and opinions of ours ?

El. What! more than a good many. If a man go finer than
yourselves ; if he be not of your fashion; if a woman wear
black spots, or go with bare breasts; if we play at cards or
dice, or go to a play-house ; if the people set up a may-pole,
or dance on Sundays; if one drink a cup, and be but merry;
0, these are profane people ; they are not precise enough to
be saved.

P. There is nothing so small in which a true servant of God
would not be obedient : and great sin is oft committed in? small
things. And their signification, and the omissions which they
import, are oft sadder than the things themselves.- 1f your
harvest were out, or your house were on fire, and your servant
should let all alone, and go to cards, or a play-house, the while,
and say, ¢ How precise is my master to think that there is any
harm in this,” you know how to answer him. Truly, sir, our

° 2 Thess. 1. 7— io, and ii. 11, 12, » Heb. xii. 16 ; Matt. v. 19.
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lives are short ; our souls are precious ; our work is great, and
much undone ; time makes haste ; we have lost much already ;
hell is terrible ; heaven is glorious; God is just, and all that
ever must be done for our souls must he now done. And in
this case, he that hath time to cast away on stage plays, and
cards, and igdleness, let him do it; for my part, I have not. As
strict as you think me, God knoweth that my work is yet so
much to do, that I have no time to spare for such things as
these. He that liveth by faith, foreseeth heaven open all the
way, and such a sight doth cool my appetite to sports. Oh,
precious time ! how fearful am I lest thou wilt be gone, before
my faith be strengthened, my hope confirmed, my love to God
increased, and my preparation made for death and judgment !
O what hearts are in those men that can see time passing, death
coming, God present, judgment and eternity at hand, and yet sit
needlessly at dice or cards, or idle recreations! Have we no
more to do with time ! I speak not against needful recreations,
which fit us for an ordinary, laborious calling, as whetting doth
the mower’s scythe. But wo to them that cast away so short
and precious time in fooleries and idleness, which is all that
ever they shall have to prepare for their everlasting state.

- And | must tell you too, sir, that I need not such pleasures:
the word of God, and the foresight of eternal glory, afford me
better; so much better, that these stink in comparison of them.

But yet, sir, it is not my custom to talk first or much of such
things as these. Here stands your tenant, ask him whether I
once named any such matters to him? I remember old Mr.,
Dod's saying to one that would have him preach against long
hair, ¢ Win their hearts to Christ, and they will cut their hair
themselves.” I remember a person of great estate yet living,
that in youth was ignorant, vain, and gaudy, and being often
persuaded to leave some gaudy fashions, long despised all that
was said ; but at last, by a sermon, being convinced of greater
matters, and humbled, and suddenly changed to a godly life,
all the beloved vanities and fashions were in two days cast
away, and never taken up again, without any talk about such
things, to the marvel of spectators.

Oh, sir, could I but persuade you to that due sense of thmgs
eternal, as their truth and greatness do bespeak even of reason
itself; could I prevail with you to engage your heart and life to
such care and 9 diligence for God and your salvation, and the

1 Johu vi. 27,
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common good, as God will require of you, I would leave you to
pass away as much time as this work can reasonably spare.’
One thing is necessary ; do that, and then go to play.

El. But you are the most censorious generation of men in
the world. You make a sect and party for religion, of precise
and self-conceited people, and then none must be saved but
your precise party ; and how empty will heaven be, if none be
there but puritans !

P. 1.1 suppose you will grant, that if we should never so
much flatter ungodly persons, with the hopes of salvation, their
case might be the worse, but it could be never the better.
God’s will, or word, will not change with ours; he will never
save an unholy soul. If all the prelates and preachers in the
world should agree to tell them that they shall be saved, they
would stand before God never the more justified for all this; it
would but keep them from repentance, and consequently from
being saved indeed. 2. And you cannot but know that all
mankind is proner to security, presumption, self-flattery, and
impenitence, than to overmuch fear, unless it be some persons
that are melancholy. 3. Aud you cannot but know that false
hopes are far more dangerous, though unjust fears be the more
troublesome ; for presumption keepeth them more from repent-
ance. 4. And if I may judge of others by myself, we ministers
are more prone to be too tender of troubling people, than too
terrible ; for naturally we all love our own ease and quiet, and
the love of our neighbours;® and we know that it is flattery
that gets love, and plain dealing hatred ; and we long not to be
hated. And most ministers have need of their neighbour’s
bounty ; and hatred is not the way to procure that, especially
with the rich. Therefore you should rather charge us to deal
plainly, and to take heed lest poverty, or cowardliness, or luke-
warmness, tempts us to daubing flattery, or silence.

2. But, sir, what is the sect or party of puritans that you say
we confine salvation to? I pray you let us not spend time in
mere words ! If you mean that we confine salvation to any that
agree with us in by-matters, circumstances, doubtful opinions,
or any thing not essential to Christianity and godliness, it is a
sin which we detest. Prove it by me, if you can; ask Saul,
whether I spake a word to him of any doubtful controversy in
religion.

* Luke x. 43.

* 1 Kings xxii.; Amos. ii. 12; Mic. ii. 11; Job xxxii. 21,22; 1 Thess. v.;
Prov. xxviii. 23; xx. 19, 28, and xxvi. 38 ; Ezek. xii, 24.
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But, if the party you talk of be that which Christ calleth
believers, penitent, regenerate, sanctified, godly persons, do you
not believe yourself that God in Scripture hath confined salva-
tion to such only? All the world is of* two parties: the seed
of the woman and of the serpent; the godly and the ungodly.
Do you believe Christ himself, or not ? If you do, doth he not
most expressly and vehemently confine salvation to them that
are born again ‘of the Spirit; (John iii. 3, 5;) to them that
are converted ; (Matt. xviii. 3 ;) to them that are new creatures ;
(2 Cor.v. 17;) to them that have the Spirit of Christ, and
mind the things of the Spirit, and live after the Spirit, and
mortify the lusts of the flesh; (Rom. i. 5—09, 13, 14;) to them
that have a heart in heaven ; (Matt. vi. 21 ;) and a heavenly con-
versation ; (Phil.iii. 20, 21;) to them that seek first God's
kingdom and righteousness. (Matt. vi. 33.) Are these the
words of man, or of God? Are they ours, or Christ’s? Are we
censorious for believing.our Saviour, and for preaching his
word, and persuading others to believe it ?

O, how much better were it for men to judge themselves by
the word of God, and not by their self-flattering, fleshly mind,
before God judge them ; rather than to call God, or his holy
word, or his ministers that speak it, censorious.

El. Do you allege God’s word against his goodness, and
merciful nature ? It is contrary to God’s goodness to save none
but a few puritans and precisians, and to condemn all the rest
of the world to hell. Would you have us to believe things
utterly incredible, as well as undesirable ?

P. Your scornful names of puritans and precisians are but
words of your own, thrust in to vent your spleen, and to darken
the question. If you mean any other than repenting, sanctified
believers, it is nothing to our case, I talk for no other. But,
sir, we will not be mocked out of our duty and salvation:
heaven were little worth, if it were not worth the bearing of
derision, from poor souls that are hastening themselves to hell.
But to the matter.

1. As to the number of those that God will save, I never
presumed to determine of it. I only tell you, that none are
saved but those that are sanctified by the Spirit of Christ :
remember, I pray you, that this is all that I say. How many
are sanctified I know not, but I would advise you, instead of
such inquiries, as you love yourself, to make sure that you are

t Gen. iii. 16 ; Mal. ifi, 17,18 ; Matt. xxv.; 2 Thess. i 9, 10; Jobha Hi. 8, 5.
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one of them. But experience may help to make some conjec-~
tures : if all the world, or most of the world, be truly holy; that
is, do love God and heaven better than fleshly pleasure and
worldly prosperity, then all, or most of the world, shall be
saved. But if there be few such, there are few that will be
saved. 'This is the truth, if God’s word be true; and instead
of being offended at it, you had best to lay your hand upon your
heart, and see whether or not it be so with you ; for God will
not save you for your riches, nor high looks, nor for contending
against his word.

2. Do you think that God doth not know his own nature
and goodness, and what is consistent with it better than you?
Will yoa tell hin, that he hath made a law, or-given us a word,
which is ® contrary to his own nature and goodness? If you
will teach God to know himself better, or to amend his Word,
he will convince you, ere he hath done with you, that you should
rather have known yourself and God better.

3. Is it contrary to the goodness of Geod to shut men out of
heaven who will have none of it, or who hate it, or who prefer
a swinish lust before it ? Attend a little, sir, and I shall show
you your unrighteous censure of God. If you can but forgive
God for making you a man, you may perceive that it is you that
damn yourself, and then quarrel with God for it. Is it not man
himself that loveth the world and fleshly pleasure more than
God ; that committeth all the sin that is comnmitted; that=
turneth away his heart, his love, his delight, his thoughts from
God, and from all that is heaveuly and holy ? Are not your lusts
your own, and your passions your own ! Is it not yourself that
maketh yourself ungodly, and contrary to the holy nature of God
and heaven ?  And yourself you resist and refuse the Spirit and
grace of God? Do you know how much of hell is in sin itself,
and of your own making, as well as of your own deserving ? To
be saved, is to know God and love him, and delightfully serve
him: this in perfectionis heaven. And doth God deny you this
when you truly desire it; or do you notY deny it to yourself?
Is it not you that delight not in God and his service ; and that
rather choose your fleshly pleasure? And is it not you, then, that
put yourself out of heaven ? Heaven is a state of perfect holi-
ness; and you will not have holiness, and yet you say you would

© Rom. iii. 3, 4, &c.
* Job xxviii. 28 ; Prov. xiii. 14 ; xiv, 27. and xv. 24,
7 Job xxi. 14, and xxii. 17,
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have heaven. God setteth before you a feast of holy joys; and
your appetite is against it : you loathe it, you refuse it; no en-
treaty will persuade you to taste it ; you deride it as preciseness;
and when you have done, you blame God because you have it
not. If you would have a Mahometan heaven of lechery, and
wine, and sports ; a heaven of cards, and dice, and plays, and
Jesting ; a heaven of proud domination over your brethren, or
of money, and great estates, and pomp, you are mistaken ;
there is none such in another world. All this heaven was?* here
on earth; and here you chose it; and here you had it. Here-
after there is no heaven but the sight and delightful love of God,
and perfection of holiness. Would you have this, or would you
not ? If youwill, then refuse it not, deride it not, neglect it
not ; presently begin, and spit out your filthy, fleshly pleasures,
and * seek the Lord, and he will assist you and accept you; but
if you will not, remember who put you out of heaven.

And when death hath opened your eyes, and showed you what
it is that you refused, and have® lost, and what it was that you
preferred before it, your own conscience will tear you with per-
petual torments, to think what a glory you might have had and
would not ; what a God you departed from ; and what all the
fleshly pleasures were which you preferred; and what is now
become of all. I tell you, if God should no further meddle
with you, your ¢ conscience in the remembrance of this'would
torment you. »

You sce, then, that besides what they deserve from the hand
of -divine justice, what it is that sinners execute upon themselves.
You cannot both refuse heaven and make yourself incapable of
it, and yet have it ; and you cannot lose it, and not for ever feel
the loss.

4. Andis not God just? and injustice contrary to his nature?
Is it contrary to the goodness of the king or judge to hang a
thief or murderer? And what if they be many? Must they,
therefore, be ¢ unpunished ? If many should beat you or abuse
you, doth not that rather aggravate the wrong than extenuate
it? You scruple not killing a nest of wasps or hornets, though
they be many. Millions of men are not so much to God as a
swarm of flies are unto man.

5. Aud I would know whether you think it contrary to God’s

* Luke xvi. 25. * John v. 40; Rev. xxii. 17 ; Jos. xxiv. 15,
b Matt. xxv, 6—8. ¢ Rom. xxi. 15.
4 Psalm i. 5, 6, and l.; Matt. xxv.
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goodness to condemn any at all, or not ?  1f not, what numbers
proportionably will you impose upon him to save? What if he
saved a thousand or ten thousand for one that he condemneth ;
would that seem to you cousistent with his goodness? And
are you sure it is not so? We are sure that this earth is to the
rest of the universe, hut as one inch is to the whole earth;
and how small a partis that! And you know not but * angels
and pure inhabitants may possess all the rest, except what is
allotted to the devils and the damned. And if so, if ten thou-
sand to one in this wicked world (which is next to hell) were
damned, it would not all be one to many millions of the pure
and blessed ones in the rést of the creation. I only say that
men that are ignorant of such matters, as we all are, are unfit
to quarrel with God about them.

EL You have said much, I confess ; but it is all no justifi-
cation of your own arrogance, that lay claim to heaven before
your neighbours. All we are profane and ungodly people;
and you only are the holy brethren and thef children of God.
You say, ‘Stand by, I am holier than thou?’ and as the Pharisee,
‘] thank thee, Lord, that I am not as other men, nor as this
publican.’

P. 1. Who do you mean by ‘us’ and by ‘you?i’ Speak
plainly, that you may be understood. If any arrogate the name
of holy or godly that is not so, he is an hypocrite. Do you
hear me say that such shall be saved? And either you and the
rest of our neighbours are really godly, sanctified persons, or
you are not. If you are, we say you are the children of God,
and the heirs of heaven as well as we or any others, Did you
ever hear me say that any godly man is ungodly ? or is not the
child of God? Name the man that I have said so by. If your
own conscience tell you that you love God better than the world,
and ¢ seek first his kingdom and righteousness, and if your con-
versation prove it, you have then the witness in yourself that you
are sanctified, and need not care what others say of you; but
if your conacience tell you that it is not so, but that you are a
lover of the world and pleasure more than of God, silence not
your conscience, and desire not that we should flatter you with
lies, when your own couscience knoweth that the case is other-
wise.

2. But, sir, do you think that there is no difference among

¢ Heb. xii. 23, 28 ; an innmnerable company of angels, or myriads,
11 John v. 19, 20, ’ ® Matt. vi, 88.
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men? Are the good and bad, the godly and wicked, all alike ?
Thep, indeed, there would be na difference hereafter. But if
there be a difference, may it not be known > And must he that
hath God’s grace be unthankful, and falsely say that he hath
none? Those are like the unhumbled Pharisees, who thank
God for that grace which they have not; and not they that
humbly thank him for what they have. Would you have a tem-~
perate, chaste, and just person think himself to be a drunkard,
a fornicator, a thief, when it is not so, and all for fear of heing
proud? Then why are you angry with those that count you
ungodly, if humility bind all men to think themselves ungodly ?
God neither desireth that we shauld think with the Pharisee,
that we are sanctified when we are not, nor that we deny the
grace which we have. Unthankfulness for the greatest mercy
is no virtye, - :

EL You are the true affspring of the pharisees ; a pack of
godly hypacrites ; a generation that are pure in your own eyes,
but are not cleansed from your filthiness, In secret you are as
bad as any others.

P. Who do you mean, sir?

El, [ mean all, or the most of you, that take on you to be
so godly and religious above other men.

P. 1. Would you have men profess ungodliness? Would
you have us be drunkards, swearers, fornicators, cavetous, for
fear of being hypacrites > or would you have us say that we are
such when we are not? Is this your confession of Christ?
Would you have no man profess himself a Christian or a servant
of God? What, then, must we prafess the service of the flesh
and the devil ?

2, Do not you take on you to be a Christian, and to be
godly? Why else are you angry with them that count you un-
godly? Else you are an infidel and an atheist, But if you
profess Christianity and godliness yourself, are you therefore gn
hypocrite? If not, profession makes not others to be hypo-
crites, I pray you tell me, what do you profess less than 1do ?
You profess Christianity and godliness, and I profess no mare,
But which of us is the hypocrite our cansciences and lives must
tell, T hope yau will not renounce Gad and Christ, for fear of
being an hypacrite.

3. But alas! sir, too many people fearing God are so far from
bheing pure in their own eyes, that the greatness of their sins
overwhelmeth them : and we can hardly keep them from con-

BB 2
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cluding that they have no grace at all, and are as ready to call
themselves hypocrites in their fears, as you are in your spleen
against them. And why do you at once accuse us for over-ter-
rifying them, and driving them to despair, and yet of puffing
them up with a conceit of godliness ?

4. But how is it that you come to know our hypocrisy, and .
what we are in secret ?  If you know it, it is no secret : if it be
a secret, you know it not. If our lives be vicious, prove it, and
reprove us : if they be not, how know you that our hearts are
so? Is not God only the searcher of hearts ?

5. I am glad if, indeed, you hate hypacrisy. The hypocrite is
he that professeth to be that which indeed he isnot. You and
I do both profess the same Christianity : now the question is,
which of us is the hypocrite> If one man live according to his
profession, and be serious in his religion, and hate all known
sin, great and small, and seek God diligently, and use all the
means that God commandeth him ; and if another, making the
same profession of Christianity, do live in open worldliness and
sensuality, in gluttony, drunkenness, gaming, idleness, fornica-
tion, and deride holy living, and all that are serious in the reli-
gion which he himself professeth, and counteth the practice of
Christ’s own commands to be needless preciseness ; do I need
to ask you, which of these is like to be the hypocrite ? I have
admired to hear debauched persons call serious Christians hypo-
crites, when the want of seriousness in professed Christianity is
the very nature of hypocrisy. Do not all these railers call them-
selves Christians ? Is not® holiness essential to Christianity?
Is not a drunken Christian, a worldly Christian, a fornicating
Christian, a sensual, voluptuous Christian, a very self-contra-
dicting stigmatized hypocrite? Every gross sin which such
wilfully live in, is the brand of an hypocrite.

El Are not all men sinners? And he that saith he hath no
sin, deceiveth himself. Why then make you such differences
between yourselves and others ?

P. You may try whether by that trick you can deceive the
king and the judges first: go to the bar and to the gallows, and
say, ¢ Why should these poor men be hanged rather than all you?
Are not all sinners? If one of your servants beat you, excuse
him, because all are sinners.” But, sir, do you not know that
there are® sinners that shall be saved in heaven, and sinners

2 2 Cor. v. 17 ; Rom. viii. 8, 9, 13, 30; Actsxxvi.18; Luke xiv. 26, 27, 83,
V4 John i.7, 8; iii. 8,9, and v. 16,17; Johav. 14; 1 Cor. vi. 10, 11.
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that shall go to hell; Sinners that are pardoned, and sinners
that are not pardoned? And why so? DBut that there are
sinners that are penitent, contrite, and truly converted, and sin-
ners that are not so. There are* sinners that are ungodly, and
sin wilfully, and love their sin: and there are sinners that are
godly, and sin only of infirmity, and hate their sins, and make
it the care of their lives to avoid them. Some make provision
for the flesh to satisfy its desires or lusts: and some make it
their work to mortify such lusts, and not to please them. If
you will not difference between these two sorts of sinners, God
will : and you shall shortly see it. They that stand on Christ’s
right hand and on his left in judgment, and hear, “ Come ye
blessed,” and “ go ye cursed,” were all sinners : but read Matt,
xxv. whether Christ maketh no difference ?

El. The difference is, that you are the pharisees, and we are
the publicans: you justify yourselves, and we smite on our
oreasts, and cry, “ God be merciful to me a sinner !”” And which
of these was justified of God ?

P. I pray you speak truly, sir; do you think that Christ
meant a dissembling publican, that took on him to repent and
did not? Doth God justify wicked hypocrites? Or was it not
a truly penitent publican, that confessed his sins with true re-
pentance, and went home with a changed mind and life? And
is not this all that I persuade your tenant to? And are not
these the persons that we say shall be saved? If you be this
publican, go, and do likewise : repent, confess, and be converted
to a holy life.

And I will make bold this once to paint out the pharisee to
you in Christ’s own words, and then you shall be judge yourself,
who is the pharisee. The pharisees were a sect that set up the
traditions of the elders against God’s word. (Matt. xv. 3.) They
were all for ceremony in religion, washing before meat, and
washing cups, and formal, set fasting often. (Matt.ix. 14 ; Luke
xi. 39.) They worshipped God in ~ain, teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men. (Matt. xv. 9.) They drew near to
God with their lips, saying over certain prayers, when their
hearts were far from him. (Matt. xv. 8.) They were the rulers of
the Jewish church. (Matt. xxiii. 2 ; John vii. 45, 47, 48.) They
were called by high titles, and were set in the highest seats, and
went in pomp and state, with the formalities of broad phylacte-
ries, and such like. (Matt.xxiii.5—7.) They werestrict for tithing
mint, annise, and cummin: they were tyrants and extortion-

k Rom. vi. 10, aud xiii. 13 ; Gen. xxxix. 9.
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ers, anid oppressors of the poor ; they strained at a gnat, and
saw the mote in another’s eye, condemning Christ and his apos-
tles for not observing their ceremonies, while they saw not the
beam of malignity and persecution in their own eye, but could
swallow & camel, even these heinous sins : for their way was to
honour the memorials of the martyrs, and to inake more: to
erect monuments for the dead saints whom their forefathers
persecuted, and to go on to do the like by the living. (Matt. xxiii.
24, to the end.) They were the deadliest enemies of Christ, the
silencets of his apostles, as far as they could, and the persecu-
tors of Christians. And now I pray you tell e, who are the
pharisees ?

El. But you leave out that which Is against you: they de-
voured widows’ houses, and, for a pretence, made long prayers ;
and so do you.

P. I pray, Sir, tell me what widow’s house I have devoured,
and I promise you to restore it quickly. Do I oppress my te-
nants, as [ before described to you? Have I any house but a
mean one that I dwell in> Am I not fain to take up with the
tommon §ail, when your worship sends me thither for preaching ?

And as for long prayers | have two questions to put to you.
1. Was it the length of prayer, or the false pretence, which
Christ reproved ?  If the length, why did he continue all night
in prayer himself who had less need than I? (Luke vi. 12.) Why
aré we bid pray continually, and continue instant in prayer.
(1 Thess. v. 17 ; Rom. xii. 12; Col. iv. 2.)

El No: it was the false pretence that was blamed.

P. Was it not a proof that long prayer is a thing very good
nnd laudable, when sincerely used? Else it would not have
made a cloak for sin ; for one evil is not a fit eovering for ano-
thér. My second question is, whether the pharisees’ long pray-
érs were free prayets, uttered from the habits of the mind, or
forms of liturgy ?

El I think they were such as your extemporate prayers.

P. Then you will wound the cause of liturgies, which I would
hot have you do ; fot if the pharisees, that were so ceremonious,
used none, it will scarce be probable that any were used in the
Jewish church.

El. Well, then, suppose them to be set liturgies.

P. It is they, then, that are likest to the pharisees, who by long
liturgies cloak their oppressions and covetousness.

El. You are noted to be as covetous a sort of people as any :
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you will cheat a man in bargaining, and you will not swear;
but you will lie like devils.

P. I assure you, sir, if we do so, it is contrary to our doc-
trine : for we profess that such persons are no children of God,
nor can be saved in such a state. Therefore you must prove
it against the particular persons whom you accuse. For if
we know of such, we number them with wicked men, and
::'ing them to repentance and restitution, or excommunicate

em.

And for those ministers that are called puritans by you, whe-
ther they are in the right or wrong, I meddie not. But, 1. {f
they be 8o covetous, how come they these many years to live in
pinching poverty, (except a few that have something of their own,
or live in other men’s houses,) and all to avoid that which they
think is sin? 2. And if they are such liars, why do they not
escape all their suffering? If they durst but once lie under
their hande, and say that they assent and' consent to what they
do not, they might be as free as others.

El. There are as many villanies committed secretly among
vou as among others. Our faults are open, and known to all g
but you are as bad in corners, as demurely as you carry it. Did
you not hear lately of a great professor near you that wes drunk,
and another that got his servant-maid with child? This is your
profession. If the truth might be known, on my conscience
you are all alike. :

P. Your ! own tongue still confuteth you, and honoureth those
whom yoa weuld fain reproach. 1f you sin openly, it seemeth
you are not ashamed of it; you tell us that it is no wonder
awong you, as if it were your profession : if we sin secretly, how
do you know it? Your naming one or two defamations, im-
plieth that with such as you mean, it is a rarity and strange
thing. And slanders are so common against such persons, that
when it is examined, it is two to one but it proves false. Buti(
it be true, either the acts you mention are marvels, committed
by one of a hundred, once perhaps in all their lifetiine since
their change ; or else they are such as you describe that live se«
cretly in such sin. If it be the latter, they are hypocrites, and
such as we call to repentance and conversion, as being in the
gall of bitterness and boud of iniquity; and all that [ desire of
yotand your tenant here is, that you will not be such. Ifyou |
like such, why do you blame them? If you dislike them,
why will you be such yourselves > If you say that you make

VIsa, iii. 9. Jer, vi. 15, and viil. 12,
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no profession of religion, I answer again ; unless you renounce
Christ, you profess as much as the hypocrites named by you.
for you profess Christianity, and they profess no more.

" But if they were the falls of serious Christians, I ask you,
which is the likelier sort of men to be true Christians, they that
live impenitently and commonlyin gross sin, and hate those
that reprove them and live better; or they that live blamelessly
in the fear of God, save that™ one among many of them doth
once in his life commit some heinous sin, which layeth him in
such shame and brokenness of heart, that ofttimes such never
well recover their comforts again while they live? 1f Noah was
once drunk in his life ; if there were one Ham in his family; if
Lot was twice tempted to drunkenness and incest; if David
once was guilty of odious sin ; if Peter once, or thrice at once,
denied his Master; if there were one Judas in the family of
Christ himself ; will any but the malicious thence conclude that
they are all alike, or that one sin repented of is as bad as a life
of sin never truly repented of ?

And do you know what your slanderous inference doth unpon?
No less than that Christ is no Christ, and that all the world
shall be damned ; for mark, I pray you, that we are certain that
open unconverted sinners® are not saved from their sins by
Christ; and that so dying they are lost for ever. Now you
come in and say that the rest that profess repentance and obe-
dience are in secret, and at the heart, as bad as they. And if
so, they are all certainly lost men, for without holiness
none shall see God; and the ungodly shall not stand in judg-
ment ; (Heb. xii. 14; Psalm i. 6;) and God hateth all the
workers of iniquity.> Now, to say that all are such, either
openly or secretly, is to say that either God is a liar, or that no
one shall be saved; and yet you are the man that cannot be-
lieve that many are damned: and if Christ sanctify and save
none from their sins P he is no Saviour, and so no Christ.

But, sir, if you will search after such scandals, and bring such
sins to open shame and punishment wheresoever they be found
and proved, you shall have all our help and thanks, and you
shall not cry down hypocrisy and scandal more heartily than
we will do.

ElL Fain would you seem pure and perfect, without sin, as
the old Catharists pretended themselves to be. .

= Psalm li. » Luke xiii. 3, 5, and xv.
° Psalmv, 5. P Matt, i. 21; Tit. ii. 14.
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