
A

TO

THB vra'conrvE^.TE!),

BY REV. RICHARD BAXTER.

WITH

AN INTRODUCTORY ESSAY,

BY REV. THOMAS CHALMERS, D. D.

PUBLISHED BY THE

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY,

150 NASSAU-STREET, NEW-YORK.

D. Fanshaw, Printer*





'^ DR* CHALMERS'

INTRX)PUCT0RY ESgAY,
(JL

The "Call to thrCfflS^7ted" by Richard Bax-

ter, is characterized by all that solemn earnestness,

and urgency of appeal, for which the writings of this

much-admired author are so pecuharly distinguished.

He seems to look upon mankind solely with the eyes

of the Spirit, and exclusively to recognize them in

their spiritual relations, and in tli^ great and essential

elements of their immortal being. Their future des-

tiny is the all-important concern which fills and en-

grosses his mind, and he regards nothing of any mag-
nitude but what has a distinct bearing on their spiri-

tual and eternal condition. His business, therefore, is

always Avith the conscience, to which he makes the

most forcible appeals, and which he plies with all

those arguments which are fitted to awaken tlie sinner

to a deep sense of the necessity and importance of im-

mediate repentance. He endeavors to move him by

the most touching of all representations, the tender-

ness of a be-seeching God vvaiung to be gracious, and

not Avilling that any should perish ; and wliile he em-
ploys every form of entreaty, which tenderness and

compassion can suggest, to allure the sinner to "turn

and live," he does not shrink from forcing on his con

victions those considerations which are fitted to alarm

liis fears, the terrors of the Lord, and the wrath, not

merely of an oflended Lawgiver, but of a God of love,

whose threatening^ lie disregards, whose grace he dcs-
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pises, and whose mercy he rejects. And aware of tho

deceitfulncss of sin in hardeninor the heart, and in be-

traying the sinner into a neglect of his spiritual inte-

rests, he divests him of every refuge, and strips liim of

every plea for postponing liis preparation for eternity.

He forcibly exposes the delusion of convenient seasons,

and the awful infatuation and hazard of delay , and

knowing the magnitude of the stake at issue, he urges

the sinner to immediate repentance, as if the fearful

and almost absolute alternative were "Now or Never."

And to secure the commencement ofsuch an important

work against all the dangers to which procrastination

might expose it, he endeavors to arrest the sinner in

liis career of guilt and unconcern, and resolutely to fix

his determination on " turning to Grod this day with-

out delay."

There are two very prevalent delusions on this sub-

ject, which we should like to expose; the one regards

the nature, and the other the season of repentance

;

both ofwhich are ])regnant with mischief to the mmds
of men. With regard to the first, much mischief has

arisen from mistakes respecting the meaning of the

term i^epentance. The word repentance occurs with

two different meanings in the New Testament ; and

it is to be regretted, that two different w^ords could not

liave been devised to express these. This is charge-

able upon the poverty of our language ; for it is to be

observed, that in the original Greek the distinction in

the meanings is pointed out by a distinction in the

words. The employment of one term to denote two

different things has the effect of confounding and mis-

leading the understanding; and it is much to bo

wished, that every ambiguity of this kind were clear-

ed aAvay from that most interesting point in the pro
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cess of a human soul, at which it turns from sin imto

righteousness, and from tlie power of Satan unto God
When in common language, a man says, " I repent

of such an action," he is understood to say, " I am sorry

for having done it." The feeling is familiar to all of

us. How often does the man of dissipation prove this

sense of the word repentance, when he awakes in the

morning, and, oppressed by the languor of his ex-

hausted faculties, looks back with remorse on the fol-

lies and profligacies of the night that is past? How
often does the man ol' unguarded conversation prove it.

when he thinks of the friends whose feelings he has

wounded by some hasty utterance which he cannot

recall? How often is it proved by the man of business,

when lie reflects on the rash engagement which ties

him down to a losing speculation? All these people

would be perfectly imderstood when they say, "We
repent of these domgs." The word repentance so

applied is about equivalent to the word regret. There

are several passages in ttie NeAV Testament where

this is the undoubted sense of the word repentance.

In Matt. 27: 3. the wretched Judas repented himself

of his treachery ; and surely, wlien we think of the

awful denunciation uttered by our Savior against the

man who should betray him, that it were better foi-

him if he had not been born, we shall never confound

the repentance which Judas experienced with that

repentance which is unto salvation.

Now here lies the danger to practical Christianity.

In the above-cited passage, to repent is just to regret,

or to be sorry for ; and this we conceive to be by fax

the most prevailing sense of the term in the English

language. But there are other places where the same
term is employed to denote that which is urged upon

]*
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lis as a duly—that which is preached for tlie remis-

sion of sins—that which is so indispensable to sinners,

as to call forth the declaration from our Savior, that

iinle^ we have it, we shall all likewise perish. Now,
though repentance, in all these cases, is expressed by

the same term in our translation as the repentance of

mere regret, it is expressed by a different term in the

original record of our faith. This surely might lead

us to suspect a difierence of meaning, and should cau-

tion us against taking up with that, as sufficient for

the business of our salvation, which is short of saving'

and scriptural repentance. There may be an alterna-

tion of \^•ilful sin, and of deep-felt sorrow, up to the

very end of our histor}'—there may be a presumptu-

ous sin committed every day, and a sorrow ^e;^"ula^ly

succeeding it. Sorrow may imbitter every act of sin

—

sorrow may darken every interval of sinful indul-

gence—and sorrow may give an unutterable anguish

to the pains and the prospects of a deathbed. Couple

all this %vith the circumstance that sorrow passes, in

the common currency of our language, for repentance

,

and that repentance is made, by our Bible, to lie at

the turning point from a state of condemnation to a

state of acceptance with God ; and it is difficult not to

conceive that much danger may have arisen from this,

leading to indistinct views of the nature of repentance,

and to slender and superficial conceptions of the migh-

ty change which is impUed in it.

We are far from saving that the eye of Christians

is not open to this danger—and that the vigilant care

of Cliristian authors has not been employed in avert-

ing it. Where will we get a better definition of re-

pentance unto life than in our Shorter Catechism? by
which the sinner is represented not merely as grieving,
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but, alon^ with his grief and hatred of sin, as turning

from it unto God with full purpose of, end endeavor

after new obedience. But the miscliief is, that the

word repent has a common meaning, different from

the theological : that wherever it is used, this common
meaning is apt to intrude itself, and exert a kind of

habitual imposition upon the understanding—that the

influence of the single word carries it over the influ-

ence of the lengthened explanation—and thus it is

that, for a steady progress in the obedience of the

gospel, many persevere, to the end of their days, in a

wretched course of sinning and of sorrowing, without

fruit and Avithout amendment.

To save the practically mischievous efiect arising

from the appUcation ofone term to two different things,

one distinct and appropriate tenn has been suggested

for the saving repentance of the New Testament.

The term repentance itself has been restricted to the

repentance of mere sorrow, and is made equivalent to

regret ; and for the other, able translators have

adopted the word reformation. The one is expressive

of sorrow for our past conduct ; the other is expressive

of our renouncing it. It denotes an actual turning

from the habits of life that we are sorry for. Give us,

say they, a change from bad deeds to good deeds,

from bad habits to good habits, from a life of wicked-

ness to a life of conformity to the requirements of

heaven, and you give us reformation.

Now there is oflen nothing more unprofitable than

a dispute about words ; but if a word has got into com-

mon use, a common and generally understood mean-
ing is attached to it ; and if this meaning does not

just come up to the thing which we want to express

by it, the application of that word to that tiling has
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the same misleading effects lis in the case ah-eadj'

alluded to. Now, we have much the same kind of

exception to allege against the term reformation^ that

we have alleged against the term Tepentance. The
term repentance is inadequate—and why? because,

m the common use of it, it is equivalent to regret, and

regret is short of the saving change that is spolcen of

in the New Testament. On the very same principle,

we count the term reformation to be inadequate. We
think that, in common language, a man would receive

the appellation of a reformed man upon the mere

change of his outward habits, without any reference

.0 the change of mind and of principle wliich gave

rise to it. Let the drankard give up his excesses

—

let the backbiter give up his evil speakings—let the

extortioner give up his unfair charges—and we \vould

apply to one and all of them, upon the mere change

of their external doings, the character of reformed

men. Now, it is evident that the drunkard may give

up his drunkenness, because checked by a serious im-

pression of the injury he has been doing to his health

and his circumstances. The backbiter may give up

his evil speaking, on being made to perceive that tlie

hateful practice has brought upon him the contempt

and alienation of his neighbors. The extortioner may
give up his unfair charges, upon taking it into calcu-

lation that his business is likely to suffer by the deser-

tion of his customers. Now, it is evident, that though

in each of these cases there has been what the world

would call reformation, there has not been saHptural

repentance. The deificiency of the former term con-

sists in its having been employed to denote a mere

change in the deeds or in the habits of the o\itwaro

man ; and if employed as equivalent to repentance, ii
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may delude us into the idea that tlie change by which

we are made meet for a happy eternity is a far more

slender and superficial thing than it really is. It is

of little importance to be told that the translator means
it only in the sense of a reformed conduct, proceeding

from the influence of a new and a right principle,

within. The common meaning of the word will, as

in the former instance, be ever and anon intruding

itself, and get the better of all the formal cautions, and

all the qualifying clauses of our Bible commentators.

But, will not the original word itself throw some

light upon this important question? The repentance

which is enjoined as a duty—the repentance which

is unto salvation—the repentance which sinners un-

dergo w^hen they pass to a state of acceptance with

God from a state of enmity against him—these are

all one and the same thing, and are expressed by one

and the same word in the original language of the

New Testament. It is different from the word which

expresses the repentance of sorrow; and if translated

according to the parts of which it is composed, it sig-

nifies neither more nor less than a change of mind.

This of itself is safficient to prove the inadequacy ot

tlie term reformation—a term which is often applied

to a man upon the mere change of his conduct, with-

out ever adverting to the state of his mind, or to the

land of change in motive and in principle which it

has midergone. It is true, that there can be no change

in the conduct without some change in the inwara

principle. A reformed drunkard, before careless about

healtlT or fortune, may be so far changed as to become

impressed with these considerations ; but this change

Is evidently short of that which the Bible calls repent-

ance toward God. It is a change that may, and ha3
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taken place in many a niiad, when there was no

efiectual sense of the God who is above us, and ol'thc

eternity which is before us. It is a cliange, brought

about by the prospect and the calculation of worldly

advantages ; and, in the enjoyment of these advan-

tages it hath its sole reward. But it is not done untc

God, and God will not accept of it as done unto him.

Reformation may signify nothing more than the mere

surface-dressing of those decencies, and proprieties,

and accomplishments, and civil and prudential duties,

which, however fitted to secure a man's acceptance

in society, may, one and all of them, consist with a

heart alienated from God, and having every principle

and affection of the inner man away fiom him. TiiiC,

it is such a cliange as tiie man will reap benefit Irom,

as his friends will rejoice in, as the workl will call

reformation ; but it is not such a change as will m.ake

him meet for heaven; nor is it, in its import, what our

Savior speaks of, when he says, " I tell you nay, ex-

cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish."

There is no single word in ilie English language

which occurs to us as fully eejual to the faithful ren-

dering of the term in the original. Renewedness oj

'mind, however awkward a phrase this may be, ia

perhaps the most nearly expressive of it. Certain it

is, that it harmonizes with those other passages of the

Bible where the process is described by which saving

repentance is brought about. We read of being

transformed by the renewing of our minds, of the re-

newing of the Holy Ghost, of being renewed in the

spirit of our minds. Scriptural repentance, thei^eforej

is that deep and radiccd change wherehj a soid turns

from the idols of sin and. of self unto God, and de-

votes every movement of the inner and the outer mam
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to the captivity of his obedience. This is the change

which, whether it be expressed by one word or not in

the Enghsh language, we would have you well to

understand ; and reformation or change in the out-

ward conduct, instead of being saving and scriptural

repentance, is what, in the language of John the

Baptist, we would call a fruit meet for it. But if

mischief is likely to arise, from the want of an ade-

quate Avord in our language, to that repentance which

is unto salvation, there is one effectual preservative

against it—a firm and consistent exhibition of the

whole counsel and revelation of God. A man who is

well read in his New Testament, and reads it with

docility, will dismiss all his meagre conceptions of

repentance when he comes to the following state-

ments:—"Except a man be born again he cannot

see the kingdom of God." " Except ye be converted,

and become as little children, ye shall not enter into

the kingdom of heaven." " If any man have not the

Spirit of Christ he is none of his." " The carnal

mind is enmity against God ; and if ye live after the

flesh ye shall die ; but if ye, through the Spirit, do

mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." " Be not

then conformed to this world, but be ye transformed

by the renewing of your minds." Such are the terms

employed to describe the process by which the soul

of man is renewed unto repentance ; and, with your

hearts familiarized to the mighty import of these

terms, you will carry with you an effectual guarantee

against those false and flimsy impressions, which are

so current in the world, about the preparation of a

sinner for eternity. *****
We should like, moreover, to reduce every man to

the feeling of repentance now or the alternative ol
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repentance never. We should like to ila^li it upon

your convictions, that, by putting the call away troni

you now, you put your eternity away t'roni you. We
should like tc expose the whole amount of that accurs

ed infatuation which lies in delay. We should like to

arouse every eoul out of its lethargies, and give noquar

ter to tlie plea, of a little more sleep, and a little mere

slumber. We should like you to feel as if the whole ot

your future destiny hinged on the very first movement

to wliich you turned yourselves. The work of repent-

ance must have a beginning; and we should like you

to kjiow that, if not begun to-day, tiie chance will be

less of its being begun to-morrow. And if the greater

chance has failed, what hope can we build upon the

emaller?—and a chance to that is ahvays getting

smaller. Each day, as it revolves over the sinner'a

head, finds him a harder, and a more obstinate, ana

a more helplessly enslaved sinner, than before. It

was this consideration which gave Richard Baxter

such earnestness and such urgency in his " Call," He
knew that the barrier in the Avay of the sinner's return

was strengthened by every act of resistance to the call

which urges it. That the refusal of this moment
hardened the man against the next attack of a Gos-

pel argument that is brought to bear upon him. That

jf he attempted you now, and he failed, when he came
back upon you he would find himself working on a

more obstinate and uncomplying subject than ever.

And therefore it is that he ever feels as if the present

were his only opportunity. That lie is noic upon his

vantage ground, and he gives every energy of his

soul to tlie great point ofmaking the most of it. He
will put up with none of your evasions. He will

consent to none of your postponements. He will pay
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respect to none of your more convenient seasons. He
tells you, that the matter with which he is charged

has all the urgency of a matter in hand. He speaks

to you with as much earnestness as if he Imew that

you were going to step into eternity in half an hour.

He delivers his message with as much solemnity as if

he knew that this was your last meeting on earth,

and that you were never to see each other till you

stood together at the judgment-seat. He knew that

some mighty change must take place in you ere you

be fit for entering into the presence of God ; and that

the time in which, on every plea of duty and of inte-

rest, you should bestir yourselves to secure tliis, is the

present time. This is the distmct point he assigns to

himself; and the whole drift of his argument is to

urge an instantaneous choice of the better part, by

teUing you how you multiply ervcry day the obstacles

to your future repentance, if you begin not the work

of repentance now.

Before bringing our Essay to a close we shall make
some observations on the mistakes concerning repent-

ance, which we have endeavored to expose, and ad-

duce some arguments for urging on the consciences of

our readers the necessity and importance of imme-
diate repentance.

1. The work of repentance is a work which must
be done ere we die ; for, unless we repent, we shall all

likewise perish. Now, the easier this work is in our

conception, we shall think it the less necessary to enter

upon it immediately. We shall look upon it as a
work that may be done at any time, and therefore put

it off a little longer, and a little longer. We shall,

nerhaps, look forward to that retirement from the

world and its temptations which we figure old age to

8
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bring along with it, and falling in witli the too com-

mon idea, that the evening of life is the appropriate

season of preparation for another world, we shall

think that the author is bearing too closely and too

urgently upon us, when, in the language of the Bible,

he speaks of " to-day^^^ while \i is called to-day, and

will let us off ^vith no other repentance than repent-

ance ^himc," seeing that now only is the accepted

time, and now only the day of salvation, which he

has a warrant to proclaim to us. Tliis dilatory way
of it is very much favored by the mistaken and very

defective view of repentance which we have attempt-

ed to expose. We have some how oi- other got into

the delusion that repentance is nothing bat sorrow
j

and were we called to fix upon the scene where this

sorrow is likely to be felt in the degree that it is deep-

est and most overwhelming, we would point to the

chamber of the dying man. It is awful to think that,

generally speaking, this repentance of mere sorrow is

the only repentance of a death-bed. Yes ! we shall

meet with sensibiHty deep enough and painful enough

there—with regret in all its bitterness—with terror

mustering up its images of despair, and dwelling

upon them in all the gloom of an affrighted imagina-

tion ; and this is mistaken, not merely for the drapery

of repentance, but for tlie very substance of it. We
look forward, and we count upon this—that the sins

of a life are to be expunged by the sighing and sor-

rowing of the last days of it. We should give up this

wretchedly superficial notion of repentance, and cease,

from this moment, to be led astray by it. The mind

may sorrow over its corruptions at the very time that

.H is under the power of them. A man may weep

most bitterly over the perversities of his moral consti-
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tution; but to change that constitution, under the

workings of the Holy Spirit, is a ditTerent affair.

Now, this is the mighty Avork of repentance. He who
has undergone it is no longer the servant of sin. He
dies unto sin, he lives unto God. A sense of the au-

thority of God is ever present with him, to wield the

ascendancy of a great master-principle over all liis

movements—to call forth every purpcBe, and to carry

it forward, through all the opposition of sin and of

Satan, into accomplishment. This is the grand revo-

lution in the state of the mind which repentance

brings along with it. To grieve because this work is

not done, is a very different thing from the doing of it.

A deathbed is the very best scene for acting the first

,

but it is the very worst for acting the second. The re-

pentance of Judas has often been acted there. We
ought to tliink of the work in all its magnitude, and

not to put it off" to that awful period when the soul is

crowded with other things, and has to maintain its

weary struggle with the pains, and the distresses,

and the shiverings, and the breathless agonies of a

deathbed.

2. There are two views that may be taken of the

way in which repentance is brought about, and which-

ever of them is adopted, delay carries along with it

the saddest infatuation. It may be looked upon as

a step taken by man as a voluntary agent^ and we
would ask you, upon your experience of the powers

and the performances of humanity, if a deathbed is

the time for taking such a step 1 Is this a time for a

voluntary being exercising a vigorous control over his

own movements'? When racked with pain, and borne

down by the pressure of a sore and overwhelming

calamity ? Surely the greater the work of repentance
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is, the more ease, the more time, the more freedom

from suffering, is necessary for carrying it on ; and,

therefore, addressing you as voluntary beings, as

beings who will and wlio do, we call upon you to seek

God early that you may find him—to haste, and make

no delay in keeping his commandments.

The other view is, that repentance is not a self^

originating work in man, but the work of the Holy

Spirit in him as the subject of its influences. This

view is not opposite to the former. It is true that man
wills and does at every step in the business of his sal-

vation ; and it is as true that God works in him so to

will and to do. Take this last view of it then. Look

on repentance as the work of Grod's Spirit in the soul

of man, and we are furnished Avith a more impressive

argument than ever, and set on higher vantage for

urging you to stir yourselves, and set about it im-

mediately. What is it that you propose ? To keep

by your present habits, and your present indulgences,

and build yourselves up all the while in the confidence

that the Spirit will interpose with his mighty power
of conversion upon you, at the very point of time that

you have fixed upon as convenient and agreeable?

And how do you conciliate the Spirit's answer to your

call then? Why, by doing all you can to grieve, and

to quench, and to provoke him to abandon you now.

Do you feel a motion tOAvard repentance at this mo-
ment? If you keep it alive, and act upon it, good and
well. But if you smother and suppress this motion,

you resist the Spirit—you stifle his movements within

you ; it is what the impenitent do day after day, and
year after year—and is this the way for securing the

influences of the Spirit at the time that you would
like them best ? When you are done with the workl,
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and are looking forward to eternity because you can-

not help it? God says, "My Spirit shall not always
strive with man." A good and a free Spirit he un-

doubtedly is, and, as a proof of it, he is now saying,
" Let whosoever will, come and take of the water of

life freely." He says so now, but we do not promise

that he will say so with effect upon your deathbeds,

if you refuse liim now. You look forward then for a
powerful work of conversion being done upon you, and

yet you employ yourselves all your life long in raising

and multiplying obstacles against it. You count upon

a miracle of grace before you die, and the way you

take to make yourselves sure of it, is to grieve and

offend him while you live, who alone can perform the

miracle. O what cruel deceits will sin land us in

!

and how artfully it pleads for a "little more sleep, and

a little more slumber; a little more folding of the

hands to sleep." We should hold out no longer, nor

make such an abuse of the forbearance of God : we
shall treasure up wrath against the day of wrath if

we do so. The genuine effect of his g<2odness is to

lead us to repentance ; let not its effect upon us be to

harden and encourage ourselves in the ways of sin.

We should cry now for the clean heart and the right

spirit ; and such is the exceeding freeness of the Spirit

of God, that we shall be listened to. If we put off the

cry till then, the same God may laugh at our calam-

ity, and mock when our fear cometh.

3. Our next argument for immediate repentance is,

that we camiot bring forward, at any future period of

your history, any considerations of a more prevailing

or more powerfully moving influence than those we
may bring forward at this moment. We can tell you

now of the terrors of the Lord, we can tell you now
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of the solemn mandates which have issued from his

throne—and the authority of which is upon one and
all of you. We can tell you now, that though, in

this dead and darkened world, sin appears but a
very trivial affair—for every body sins, and it is

shielded from execration by the universal countenance

of an entire species lying in wickedness—yet it holds

true of God, what is so emphatically said of him, that

he cannot be mocked, nor will he endure it that you

should riot m the impunity of your wilful resistance

to him and to his warnings. We can tell you now,

that he is a God of vengeance ; and though, for a

season, he is keeping back all the thunder of it from a

Avorld that he would reclaim unto himself, yet, if you

put all his expostulations away from you, and will not

be reclaimed, these thunders will be let loose upon

you, and they will fall on your guilty heads, armed

with tenfold energy, because you have not only defied

his threats, but turned your back on his offers of re-

conciliation. These are the arguments by which Ave

would try to open our way to your consciences, and to

awaken up your fears, and to put the inspiring activity

of hope into your bosoms, by laying before you those

invitations which are addressed to tlie sinner, through

the peace-speaking blood of Jesus, and, in the name
of a beseeching God, to win your acceptance of ihem.

At no future period can we address arguments more

powerful and more affecting tlian these. If these ar-

guments do not prevail upon you, we know of none

others by which a victory over the stubborn and un-

complymg will can be accomplished, or by which we
can ever hope to beat in that sullen front of resistance

wherewith you now so impregnably withstand us.

We leel that, if any stout-hearted sinner shall rise
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from the perusal of this " Call to the Unconverted

"

with an unawakened conscience, and give himself up

to wilful disobedience—we feel as if, in reference to

him, we had made our last discharge, and it fell

powerless as water spilt on the ground, that cannot be

gathered up again. Therefore it is that we speak to

you now as if this was our last hold of you. We feel

as if on your present purpose hung all the prepara-

tions of your future life, and all the rewards or all the

horrors of your coming eternity. "We will not let you

off with any other repentance than repentance now

;

and if this be refused now, we cannot, with our eyes

open to the consideration we have now urged, that

the instrument we can make to bear upon you here-

after is not more powerful than we are wielding now,

coupled with another consideration which we shall

insist upon, that the subject on which the instrument

worketh, even the heart of man, gathers, by every

act of resistance, a more uncomplying obstinacy than

before ; we cannot, with these two thoughts in our

mind, look forward to your future history, without

seeing spread over the whole path of it the iron of a

harder impenitenc}^—the sullen gloom of a deeper

and more determined alienation.

4. Another argument, therefore, for immediate re-

pentance is, that the mine' which resists a present call

or a present reproof, undergoes a progressive harden-

ing' toward all tliose considerations which arm the

call of repentance with all its energy. It is not enough

to say, that the instrument by which repentance is

brought about, is not more powerful to-morrow than

it is to-day ; it lends a most tremendous weight to the

argument, to say further, that the subject on which

this instrament is putting forth its efficiency, will op-
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pose a firmer resistence to-morrow than it does to-day.

It is this which gives a significancy so powerful to the

call of " To-day while it is to-day, harden not your

hearts ;" and to the admonition of " Knowest thou not,

O man, that the goodness of God leadeth thee to re-

pentance; but after, thy hardness and impenitent

heart treasurest up wrath against the day of wrath

and revelation of the righteous judgments of God?"
It is not said, either in the one or in the otlier of these

passages, that, by the present refusal, you cut your-

self off from a future invitation. The invitation may
be sounded in your hearing to the last half hour of

your earthly existence, engraved in all those charac-

ters of free and gratuitous kindness which mark the

beneficent religion of the New Testament. But the

present refusal hardens you against the power and

tenderness of the future invitation. This is the fact

in human nature to which these passages seem to

point, and it is the fact through which the argument

for immediate repentance receives such powerful aid

from the wisdom of experience. It is this which form?

the most impressive proof of the necessity of plying

the young with all the weight and all the tenderness

of earnest admonition, that the now susceptible mind

might not turn into a substance harder and more un-

complying than the rock which is broken in pieces

by the powerful application of the hammer of the

word of Got'.

The metal of the human soul, so to speak, is like

some material substances. If the force you lay upon

it do not break it, or dissolve it, it will beat it into

hardness. If the moral argument by which it is plied,

now, do not so soften the mind as to carry and to over-

nowcr its purposes, then, on another day. the argu-
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ment may be put forth in terms as impreeeive—but it

falls on a harder mind, and, therefore, with a more

slender efficiency. If the threat, that ye who persist

in sin shall have to dwell with the devouring fire, and

to he down amid everla^ing burnings, do not alarm

you out of your iniquities from this very moment, then

the same threat may be again cast out, and the same

appalling circumstances of terror be thrown around it,

but It is all discharged on a soul hardened by its inure-

ment to the thunder of denunciations already uttered,

and the urgency of menacing threatenings already

poured forth without fruit and without efficacy. If

the voice of a beseeching God do not win upon you

now, and charm you out of your rebellion against him,

by the persuasive energy of kindness, then let that

voice be lifted in your hearing on some future day,

and though armed with all the power of tenderness

it ever had, how shall it find its entrance into a heart

sheathed by the operation of habit, that universal law,

in more impenetrable obstinacy ? If, with tlie earliest

dawn of your understanding, you have been offered

the hire of the morning laborer and have refused it,

then the parable does not say that you are the person

who at the third, or sixth, or ninth, or eleventh hour,

will get the offer repeated to you. It is true, that the

offer is unto all and upon all who are within reach of

the hearing of it. But there is all the difference in

the world between the impression of a new offer, eind

of an offer that has already been often heard and as

often rejected—an offer which comes upon you witli

ail the familiarity of a well-lmown sound that you

have already learned how to dispose of, and how to

shut your every feeling against the power of its gra-

cious invitations—an offer which, if discarded from

your heai-ts at the present moment, may come back
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upon yon, but which will have to maintain a more

Uiiequal contest than before, with an impenitency ever

strengthening, ami ever gathering new hardness from

each saccessive act of resistance. And thus it is that

tlie point for which we are contending is not to carry

you at some future period of your livee, but to carry

you at this moment. It is to work in you the instan-

taneous purpose of a firm and a vigorously sustained

repentance ; it is to put into you all the freshness of

an immediate resolution, and to stir you up to all the

reacUness of an immediate accomplishment—it is to

give direction to the very first footstep you are now
to take, and lead you to take it as the commencement
of that holy career in which all old things are done

away, and all things become new—it is to press it

upon you, that the state of the alternative, at this mo-

ment, is "now or never"—it is to prove how fearful

the odds are against you, if now you suffer the call of

repentance to light upon your conscionces, and still

keep by your determined posture of careless, and

thoughtless, and thankless unconcern about God. You
have resisted to-day, and by that resistance you have

acquired a firmer metal of resistance against the

power of every future warning that may be brought

to bear upon you. You have stood your ground

against the urgency of the most earnest admonitions,

and against the dreadfalness of the most terrifying

menaces. On that gromid you have fixed yourself

more immovably than before ; and tliough on some

future day the same spiritual thunder be made to play

iround you, it will not shake you out of the obstinacy

oJ' your determined rebellion.

It is the miiversal law of habit, that the feelings are

always getting more faintly and feebly impressed by

every repetition of the cause which excited tliem, and
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that the mind is always getting stronger in its active

resistance to the impulse of these leelings, by every

new deed of resistance which it performs ; and thus it

is, that if you refuse us now, we have no other pros-

pect before us than that your course is every day
getting more desperate and more irrecoverable, your

souls are getting more hardened, the Spirit is getting

more provoked to abandon those who have so long

persisted in their opposition to his movements. God,

who says that his Spirit shall not always strive witli

man, is getting more offended. The tyranny of habit

is getting every day a firmer ascendancy over you

,

Satan is getting you more helplessly involved among
his wiles and his entanglements ; the world, with all

the inveteracy of those desires which are opposite to

the will of the Father, is more and more lording it

over your every affection. And what, we would ask,

what is the scene in which you are now purposing to

contest it, with all tliis mighty force of opposition you

are now so busy in raising up against you ? What is

the field of combat to which you are now looking

forward, as the place where you are to accomplish a

victory over all those formidable enemies whom you

are at present arming with such a weight of hostility,

as, we say, Avitliin a single hairbreadth of certainty,

you will find to be irresistible? O the bigness of such

a misleading infatuation ! The proposed scene in

which this battle for eternity i?? to be fought, and this

victory for the crown of glory is to be won, is a death-

bed. It is w^hen the last messenger stands by the

couch of the dying man, and shakes at him the ter-

rors of his grisly countenance, that the poor child of

infatuation tliinks he is to struggle and prevail against

all his enemies; against tlie unrelenting tyranny of

habit—against the obstinacy of his own heart, which



24 INTUODUCriON.

}ie is now doing bo much to harden—against tlio

Spirit of God who perhaps long ere now has pro-

nounced the doom upon liim, " He will take his o^vn

way, and walk in his own counsel ; I shall cease from

striving, and let him alone"—against Satan, to whom
every day of his life he has given some fresh advan-

tage over him, and who will not be willing to lose

ihe victim on whom he has practised so many wiles,

and plied with success so many delusions. And such

are the enemies whom you, who wretchedly calculate

on the repentance of the eleventh hour, are every day

mustering up in greater force and formidableness

against you ; and how can we think of letting you

go with any other repentance than the repentance of

the precious moment that is now passing over you,

when we look forward to the horrors of that impressive

scene on which you propose to win the prize of im-

mortality, and to contest it singlehanded and alone,

with all the weight of opposition which you have

accumulated against yourselves—a deathbed—a lan-

guid, breathless, tossing, and agitated deathbed ; that

scene of feebleness, when the poor man cannot help

himself to a single mouthful—when he must have

attendants to sit around hrm. and watch his every

wish, and interpret his every signal, and turn him to

every posture where he may find a moment's ease,

and wipe away the cold sweat that is running over

him—and ply him with cordials for thirst, and sick-

ness, and insufferable languor. And this is the time,

wiien occupied with such feelings, and beset with

such agonies as these, you propose to crowd within

the compass of a few wretched days the work of

winding up the concerns of a neglected eternity!

5. But it may be said, " If repentance be what you

cepresent it, a thing of such mighty import, and sucli




