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'CHAPTER 1.

PART I

Dcrectwm to unconverted, gracelm Sinners, for tlce attammg
of true saving Grace.

Ir ungodly, miserable sinners were as few, as the devil
and their self-love would make themselves believe, I might
forbear this part of my work as needless. For the whole
need not the physician, but the sick. If you go into twenty
families, and ask them all, Whether any of them are in an,
unsanctified state, unrenewed and unpardoned, and underthe
wrath and curse of God? you will meet with few that will
not tell you, they hope it is better with them than so; and
though they are sinners, asall are, yet that they are repent- -
ing, pardoned sinners. Nay, there is scarce one of many of
the most wicked and notoriously ungodly, but hope they are
in a penitent, pardoned state. Even the haters of God will
say they love him; and the scorners at godliness will say
that they are not ungodly ; and that it is but hypocrisy and
singularity that they deride: and it were well for them, if
saying so would go for proof, and he that will be their judge
would take their words. But God will not be deceived,
though foolish men are wise enough to deceive themselves.
Wickedness will be wickedness when it hath clothed itself
with the fairest namés : God will condemn it when it hath
found out the most plausible pretences and excuses. Though
the ungodly think to bear it out in pride and scomn, and
think to be saved by their hypocritical lip-service, as soon
as the most holy worshippers of the Lord, yet “ shall they
be like chaff which the wind driveth away : they shall not
be able to stand in judgment, nor sinners in the congrega-
tion of the righteous®.” And if God know better than fool- °
ish men, then certainly the flock is little to whom the “ Fa-
ther will give the kingdom®.” And “ wide is the gate, and
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be that go in thereat¢: because strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there

sPml L 4, 5,6 ® Luke xii. 3¢. ¢ Matt, vii. 18, 14,
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be that findit.” When Christ was asked, ¢ Lord, are there
few that be saved ?” he answered,  Strive to enter in at the
strait gate ; for many I say unto you, will seek to enter in,
and shall not be able.” But, alas! we need no other infor-
mation than common experience, to tell us whether the.
greatest part of men be holy and heavenly, and self-denying ;
that seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and love God above all, and will forsake all they have for
the saké of Christs and undoubtedly none but such are
sdved; a3 you may see Heb. xii. 14. Matt. vi. 20, 21. 38.
" Seeing then the ‘godly are so few, and the angodly so
meany ; and that God will take nothing for holiness that is
not such indeed; and seeing it is so terrible a thing to any
man ¢that hath his wits about him, to live one day in an un-
coaverted state, because he that dieth so, is lost for ever;
methinks it should be our wisdom' to be suspicious of our-
selves, and careful lest we be deceived in so greata business,
and diligent in searching and examining our hearts, whether
they are truly sanctified or not; because it can be no harm
¢to-make sure work for our salvation ; whereas presumption,
carelessness, and negligence, may betray us to remediless
misery and despair. -
1 donot here suppose the reader to have any such ac-
quaintance with his heart, or care of his salvation, or obe-
dient willingness to be taught and ruled by Jesus Christ, as
is proper to those that are truly sanctified ; for it is ungodly
‘persons to whom T am now speaking. And, yet, if I should
not suppose them to have some capacity and disposition to
make use of the Directions which I give them, I might as
well pass them by, and spare my labour. 1 tell thee there-
fore, reader, what it is that I preésuppose in thee, and expect
from thee, and { think thou wilt not judge me unreasonable
in my suppositions and expectations.
~ 1. 1 suppose thee to be a man, and therefore that thou
liast reason and natural free-will (that is, the natural facuity
of choosing and refusing), which should keep thy sensitive
appetite in obedience ; and that thou art capable of loving
wnd sefving thy Creator, and enjoying him in everlasting life.
2. I suppose that thou knowest thyself to be a man}
‘and therefore that thy sensitive part, or flesh, should no. more
rule thee, or be ungoverned by thee, than the horse should
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rule the rider, or be unruled by him: and that thou under-
standest that thou art inade on purpose to love and servé
thy Maker, and to be happy in his love and gloty for ever.
If thou know not this much, thou knowest not that thou art
aman, or else knowest not what a man is.

3. I suppose thee to have a natural self-love, and a
desire of thy own preservation and happiness ;. and that thou
hast no desire to be miserable, or to be hated of God, or to
e cast out of his favour and presence into hell, and there
to be tormented with devils everlastingly: yea, I will sup-
pose:that thou art not indifferent whether thou dwell in. hea-
vea ar hell, in joy or torment; but would fain be saved and
be happy; whether thou be godly or ungodly, wise. or fool-
ish, I will be bold to take all this for granted : and 1 hope in
all this I do not wrong thee. .

4. I suppose thee to be one that knowest that thou
didst not make thyself; nor give thyself that power or wise
dom which thou hast; and that he that made thee and all
the world, must needs be before all the world ; and that he
is eternal, having 1o beginning (for if ever there had been
8 time when there wag nothing, there never would have been
any thing ; because nothing can make nothing); and I sup-
pose thou dost confess that all the power, and wisdom, and
goodness of the whale creation set together, is less than the
power, and wisdom, and goodness of the Creator; because
nothing can give more than it hath to give. Isuppose, therer
fore, that thou doat confess that there is a God; for to be
the eternal, infinite Being, and the most powerful, wise, and
good, and the first cause of all created being, and pawer,
and wisdom, and goodness, this (with the subsequent rela~
tions to the greature) is to be GOD. If thouwilt deny that
there is a God, thou must deny that thou art a man, and
tht there is any man, or any being*.

. Sethwwfofdeodbetd.mdtbutGodutheGmmorofthevwld and
that there is another life for man, in the beginning of my * Holy Commonwealth,’ chap.
1,2,3. Commoda quibus utimur, lucemque qua fruimur, spiritumque quer duci-
wms, ob €0 nobls dari atque tmpertiri videmus, Clc. Pro, 5. Ros. 131. vol. . p. 65.
Read Galen’s Hymns to the Creéator, L.1. de usu pertiom, precipud, L. fil. cap. 10.
Nulla gens est tam immansueta, neque tam fers, qum non, etiamsi ignoret, qualem
habere Deum deceat, tamen habendum sciat, Cic. Leg. i. 24.  Omnibus’enim innat
Soms ‘ent, ¢t in dnimo qeasi inscoiptum, eme deos. Cic. Nat. D. it 12. Deum agnos-
civ ez operibus cjus. Cic. Tuse. i. 70.  Nullum st animal praster homincm, quod ha:
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5. I suppose thou knowest that God, who gave a
being unto all things, is by this title of creation, the abso-
lute Owner or Lord of all : and that he that made the reason-
able creatures, with natures to be governed, in order to a
further end, is by that title, their supreme Governor; and
therefore hath his laws commanding duty, and promising
reward, and threatening punishment; and therefore will
judge men according to these laws, and will be just in judg-
ment, and in his rewards and punishments. And that he
that freely gave the creature its being, and all the good it
hath, and must give it all that ever it shall have, is the Father
or most bountiful Benefactor to his creatures. Surely I
screw thee not too high in supposing thee to know all this;
for all this is no more than that there is a God. For he is
not God, if he be not the creator, and therefore our owner,
our ruler, and benefactor, our absolute Lord, our most righ-
teous governor, and our most loving father, or benefactor.

6. I suppose therefore that thou art convinced, that
God must be absolutely submitted to, and obeyed before all
others in the world, and loved above all friends, or pleasures,
or creatures whatsoever. For to say, ‘ He is my Owner,’
is to say, ‘I must yield myself to him as his own:’ to say,
¢ I take him for my supreme Governor,’ is to say, that ‘I will
absolutely be ruled by him:’ and to say, ‘I take him as my
dearest Father or chief Benefactor,’ is to say, that ‘Iam ob-
liged to give him my dearest love, and highest thanks:’
otherwise you do but jest, or say you know not what, or
contradict yourselves, while you say, ¢ He is your God.’

7. 1 suppose that thou art easily convinced, that in
all the world there is no creature that can shew so full a title
to thee as God; or that hath so great authority to govern
thee, or that can be 8o good to thee, or do so much for thee,
as God can do, or hath done, and will do, if thou do thy
part; and therefore that there is nothing to be prefe e-
fore him, or compared with him in our obedience or love :

beat notitiam aliquam dei. Cic. Leg. i. 25. Nulls gens tam fera, nemo.omnium tawm
sit immanis, cujus mentem non imbuerit deorum opinio. Cic. Tusc, i. 20. * I had
rather believe all the fablesin the Legend, and the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than
that this universal frame is without a mind.” Lord Bacon, Essay 16. “ A little
philosophy inclineth s man’s mind to atheism: but depth in philosopby bringeth
men’s minds about to religion.” Lord Bacon, Eway 16,
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nor is there any that can save us from his justice, if we stand
out against him.

8. I suppose that as thou knowest God is just, in his
laws and judgments, so that he is so faithful that he will
not, and so all-sufficient, that he need not deceive mankind,
and govern them by mere deceit: this better beseems the
devil, than God: and therefore that as he governeth man
on earth by the hopes and fears of another life, he doth not
delude them into such hopes or fears : and as he doth not
procure obedience. by any rewards or punishments in this
life, as the principal means (the wicked prospering, and the
best being persecuted and afflicted here), therefore his re-

. wards or punishments, must needs be principally hereafter
in the life to come. For if he have no rewards and punish-
ments, he hath no judgment; and if he have no judgment,
he hath no laws (or else no justice); and if he have no laws
(or no justice), he is no governor of man (or not a righteous
governor) ; and if he be not our governor (and just), he is not
our God; and if he were not our God, we had never been
his creatures, nor had a being, or heen men*.

9. I suppose thou knowest that if God had not dns~
covered what he would do with us, in the life to come,
yet man is highliest bound to obey and love his Maker, be-
cause he is our absolute Lord, our highest ruler, and our
chief benefactor; and all that we are or have is from him.
And that if man be bound to spend his life in the service of
his God, it is certain that he shall be no loser by him, no
not by the costliest obedience that we can perform; for God
cannot appoint us any thing that is vain; nor can he be
worse to us than an honest man, that will see that we lose
not by his service.. Therefore that God for whom we must
spend and forsake this life, and all those pleasures which
sensualists enjoy, hath certainly some greater thing to give
us, in another life.

f Mondum astems censent regi numine deorum, eumque esse quasi commanem ur-
bem, et civitatem bominam, et deorum. Cic. Fin. ili. 64. Impiis apud inferos peenas
eme praparatas. Cic. Inv. i. 46. Vero et Jovem, et dominatorem rerum, et omnia
Detu regentem, et, ut idem Kanius,

—patrem divimque, Aominumgue,
et prmsentem ac prepotentem deum. Quod qui dubitet, haud sane intelligo, cur
pon idem, sol sit, an ullus sit, dubitare possit. Cic. Nat. D. ii. 4.
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10, I may take it for granted at the worst, that neither
thyself, nor any infidel in the world, can say that you are
sure that there is not another life for man, in which his pre-
sent obedience shall be rewarded, and disobedience punish-
ed. The worst that ever infidel could say was, that ‘ He
thinketh that there is no other life.” None of you dare deny
the possibility of it, nor can with any reason deny the pro-
bability. Well, then, let this be remembered while we pro-
ceed a little further with you.

11. 1 suppose or expect that you have 80 much use of
sepse and reason, as to know the brevity and vanity of
all the glory and pleasures of the flesh; and that they are
all so quickly gone, that were. they greater than they are,
they can be of no considerable velue. Alas, what is time?!
How quickly gone, and then it is fothing! and all things
then are nothing which are passed with it! So that the
joys or sorrows of so short a life, are no great matter of gain
or loss. )

I may therefore sappose that thou canst easily conclude,
that the bare probability or possibility of an endless happi-
ness, should be infinitely preferred before such transitory
vanity, even the greatest matters that can be expected here;
and that the probability or possibility of endless misery in
hell, should engage us with far greater care and diligence to
avoid it, than is due for the avoiding any thing that you can
think to escape by sinning ; or any of the sufferings of this
momentary life. If you see not this, you have lost your
reason; that the mere probability or possibility of a heaven

" and hell, should much more command our care and dili- .

gence, than the fading vanities of this dreaming, transitory
life.

" 12. Well, then; we have got thus far in"the clearest
light. You see that a religious, holy life, is every man’s du-
ty, not only as they owe it to God as their creator, their
owner, governor, and benefactor; butalso, because aslovers
of ourselves, our reason commandeth us to have ten thou-
sandfold more regard of a probable or possible joy and tor-
ment which are endless, than of any that is small and of
short continuance. And if this be so, that a holy life is
every man’s duty, with respect to the life that is to come,
then it is most evident, that there is such a life to come in-
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deed, and that it is more than probable or possible, even cer-
tain. For if it be but man’s duty to manage this life, by
the hopes and fears of another life, then it must follow, that
either there is such a life to come; or else that God hath
made it man’s duty to hope, and fear, and care, and labour,
and live in vain; and that he himself doth tantalize and
cheat his creatures, and rule the world by motives of deceit,
and make religion and obedience to our Maker to be a ' life
of folly, delusion, and our loss. And he that believeth this
of God, doth scarcely believe him to be God. Though I
have mentioned this argument in another treatise, I think it
not unmeet here to repeat it for thy benefit.

13. And seeing I suppose thee to be coavinced of
the life to come, and that man’s happiness and misery fs
there, I must needs suppose that thou dost confess, that all
things in this life, whether prosperity or adversity, honour
or dishonour, are to be esteemed and used as they refer to
the life to come. For nothing is more plain, than that the
means are to have all their esteem and use in order to their
end. That only is good in this life, which tendeth to the
happiness of our endless life ; and that is evil indeed in this
life, thattendeth to our endless hust, and to deprive us of
the everlasting good. And therefore no price or motive
should hire us to sin against God, and to forfeit or hinder
our endless happimess.

14. I may suppose, if thou have reason, that thou wilt
confess that God cannot be too much loved, nor obeyed
too exactly, nor served too diligently (especially by such
backward sinners, that have scarce any mind to love or wor-
ship him at all); and that no men can make too sure of
heaven, or pay too dear for it, or do too much for his sal-
vation, if it be but that which God hath appointed him to do.
And that you have nothing else that is o much worth your
time, and love, and care, and labour. And therefore though
you have need to be stopped in your love, and care, and la-
bour for, the world, beeause for it yon may easily pay. toe

“dear, and do too much; yet there'is no need of stopping
men in their love, and care, and labour for God and their
salvation ; which is worth more than ever w do, and
where the best are apt to do too littles. .

¢ Nea enim temere, nec fortuito satl, et creati sumus, sed profecto fuit quedam
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15. I also suppose thee to be one that knowest, that
this present life is given us on trial, to prepare for the
life that shall come after; and that as men live here, they
shall speed for ever; and that time cannot be recalled, when
itis gone; and therefore that we should make the best of it
while we have it.

16. I suppose thee also to be easily convmced that
seeing man hath his reason and life for matters of everlast-
ing consequence, his thoughts of them should be frequent
and very serious, and his reason should be used about these
things, by retired, sober deliberation.

17. And I suppose thee to be a man, and therefore so
far acquhinted with thyself, as that thou mayst know, jf
thou wilt, whether thy heart and life do answer thy convic-
tions, and whether they are more for heaven or earth; and
therefore that thou art capable of self-judging in this case.

Perhaps you will say, that while I am directing you to be
holy, I suppose you to be holy first ; for all this seemeth to
go far towards it. But I must profess that I see not any -
thmg in all these suppositions, but what I _may suppose to
be in a heathen; and that I think all this, is but supposing
thee to have the use of thy reason, in the points in hand.
Speak freely : Is there any one of all these points that thou
canst or darest deny? I think thereis not. And therefore if
heathens and wicked men deny them in their practice, that
doth but shew that sin doth brutify them, and that, as men
asleep, or in a crowd of business, they have not the use of the
reason which they possess, in the matters which their minds
are turned from.

18. Yea, one thing more I think I may suppose in all
or most that will read ‘this book; that you take on you
also to believe in Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost the
Sanctifier, and that the Scriptures are-the Word of God.
And if you do so indeed, T may then hope that my work is in
a manner done, before I begin it: but if you do it but
opinionatively and uneffectually, yet God and man ey
plead with you the truths which you profess.

- Having told you what I presuppose in you, I proceed
now to the Directions. But I again entreatand charge thee,

vis, que generi consaleret humano: nec id gigneret, aut aleret, quod, cum exant-
Javissct omaes labores, tum incideret in mortis malom sempiternum. Cic.Tusc.i. 118.
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reader, as thou lovest thy soul, and wouldst not be condemn-
ed for hypocrisy and sloth, that thou dost not refuse to put
in practice what is taught thee, and shew thereby, that what-
ever thou pretendest, thou art not willing to do thy part for
thy own salvation, no not in the most reasonable, necessary
things®. ‘ :

Direction 1. ¢ If thou be truly willing to be sanctified and
a child of God, remain not in a state of ignorance ; but do thy
best to come into the light, and understand the Word of God,
in the matters of salvation.’

If knowledge be unnecessary, why have we understand-
ing'? and wherein doth a man excel a beast? If any know-
ledge at all be necessary, certainly it must be the knowledge
of the greatest and most necessary things : and nothing is so
great and necessary as to obey thy Maker, and to save thy
soul. Knowledge is to be valued according to its useful-
ness. Ifit be a matter of as great concernment to know how
to do your worldly business, and to trade and gather worldly
wealth, and to understand the laws, and to maintain your
honour, as it is to know how to be reconciled unto God, to
be pardoned and justified, to please your Creator, to prepare
in time for death and judgment, and an endless life, then let
worldly wisdom have the pre-eminence. But if all earthly
things be dreams and shadows, and valuable only as they
serve us in the way to heaven, then surely the heavenly wis-
dom is the best. Alas, how far is that man from being wise,'
that is acquainted with all the punctilios of the law, that is

» Abennt enim illec omnia unde orta sunt. Cic. Sen. 80, vol. 7, p. 816,  Sed
credo, deosimmortales sparsisse animos in corpora humana, ut essent, qui terras tueten-
tar, quique ceelestivm ordinem contemplantes, imitarentur eum vite modo atque con-
stantid. Cic, Sen. 77. vol.7. p. 815,  Sunt enim e terra homines non ut incole atque
habitatores, sed quasi spectatores superarum rerum atque ceelestium, quarum spec-
tacelum ad nullum alind genos animantiom pertinet. Cic. Nat. Deo. ii. 140. Nam
cam cmteras animantes abjecisset ad pastum, solum bominem erexit, ad ceelique, quasi
cogaationis domiciltique pristini, conspectum excitavit : tum speciem ita formavit oris,
utin ea penitus reconditos mores effingeret. Cic. Leg. 1. 96. Nisi Deus. .. .istis te cor-
poris custodiis liberaverit, huc tibi aditus patere non potest. Cic. Som. Scip. 8. vol. 7.
P 915. Virorum saplentissimorum ac fortisstmorum civium mentes, que raibi viden-
tar ex hominum vite ud deorum religionem et sanctimoniam demigrasse, Cic. Pro. Rab.
30. Animum tamen esse Ingeneratum & Deo: ex quo vere vel agnatio nobis cum
calestibus, vel genus, vel stirps appellari potest. Cic. Leg. 1. 24.

} Qui seipsum cognoverit, cognoscet in s¢ omula : Deum, ad cujus imaginem factus
est : mundom, cujussimilachrum gerit; croaturas ommes cam qeibus symbolum habet.
Paal. Scaliger. Thes. p. 722,
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excellent in the knowledge of all the languages, sciences, an
arts, and yet knoweth not how to live to God, to mortify th
flesh, to conquer sin, to deny himself, nor to answer in judg
ment for his fleshly life, nor to escape damnation! As fari
such a learned man from being wiee, as he is from bein
happy.

. Two sorts among us do quietly lLive in dammng igno
rance. First, abundance of poor people, who think the
may continue in it, becanse they were bred in it; and tha
because they are not book-learned, therefore .they need no
learn how to be saved; and because their parents neglected t
teach them when they were young, therefore they may neglec
themselves ever after, and need not learn the things they wer
made for. Alas, sirs, what have you your lives, your time
and reason for? Do you think itis only to know how teo d
your worldly business? Oris it to prepare for a better world
It is better that you knew not how to eat, or drink, or speel
or g, or dress yourselves, than that you know not the wi
of God, and the way to your salvation. Hear what the Hol
Ghost aaith. “ But if our gaspel be hid, it.is hid to them ths
are lost: in whom the god of this world hath blinded th
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the gloriou
gaspel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unt
them*.” Darkness is unsafe and full of fears; the light
safe and comfortable, A men in ignorance is never like
hit his way : nor can he know whether he be.in or out ; nc
what enemy or danger he is near. It is the devil that ia tt
prince of darkness, and his kingdom is a kmgdom of darl
ness, aind his wotks are works of darkness!. Grace turnet
men from darkness to light™, and causeth them to cast off ti
works of darkness®, Because we are the children of lig]
and of the day, and not of darkness or of night®. They th:
were sometime darkness, are light in the Lord, when they ai
converted, and must walk as the children of the light?. 1]
the dark the devil and wicked men may cheat you, and do a
most what they list with you. You will not buy your war
in the dark, nor travel, or do your work in the dark : and wi
you judge of the state of your souls in the dark? and do ti
work of your salvation in the dark ? I tell you the devil cou

% 2Coniv. 8,4, ! Ephes v 18, Col. L 13. 1 John i. 1i. Luke xi. 34, {
® Actsxxvi. 18. ' » Rom,.xiii.12. © 1 Thes.v.5. P Ephes.v.8.
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never entice sa many souls to hell, if he did not first put out
the light, or put out their eyes. They wauld never so follow
him by crowds, to everlasting torments, by daylight, and with
open eyes. If men did but know well what they do when
they are sinning, and whither they go in a camnal life, they
would quickly stop, and go no further. All the devils in hel}
could never draw so many thither, if men’s ignorance were
not the advantage of temptations.

Another sort among us that are ignorant of the things
of God, are sensual gentlemen, and scholars, that have so
much breeding as to underatand the wards, and speak some~
what better than the ruder sort, but indeed never knew the
nature, truth, and goodness of the things they speak of : they
are many of them as ignorant of the nature of faith, and
sanctification, and the working of the Holy Ghost in planting
the image of God upon the soul, and of the saint’s commu-
njon with God, and the nature of a holy life, as if they had
never heard or helieved, that there is snch a. thing as any of
these in being. Nicodemus is a lively instance in.this case :
a ruler in Israel, and a Pharisee, and yet he knew not what it
was to be born again. And the pride of these gallants mak-
eth their ignorance much harder to be cured, than other
men’s; because it hindereth them from knowing and confese-
ing its. Ifany one would convince them of it, they say. with

9 Cum quem peenitet pecclisse pene innocens est: maxima purgationum pars est
voluataria peenitentia delictorum. Scal. Thes. p. 742. Facilius iis ignoscitur qui non
perseverase sed ab errsto se revocare meliuntur; est enim humanom peeccare, sed
bellsinum in errore perseverare.. Cle. in Vat. Nullus enim soavior gnimo cibus est,
quam cognitio veritatis. Lactant. Instit. lib. 1. c. 1. Bunemann, p.11. Itisa mar-
vellows and doleful case to think how ignorant some people live, even to old age, ynder
osmstant end excolient teaching. Some learn neither words nor sense, but hear as if
ey heard 3ot : sme loarn words, and know the sense no more than if they bad:
learned but & tongus unknown ; aud will repeat their creed and catechism, when they
know not what it is that they ssy. A worthy minister of Helvetia told me, that their
people are very constant at their sermons, and yet most of them grossly ignorant of the
things which they most frequently hear. It is almost incredible what ignorance some:
winisters rapost that they bave found in some of the eldmt of their suditers.  Nay.
whep I have examined some that bave professed strictness in religion, sbove the com-
maon sort of people, I have foand some ignorant of some of the fundamentals of the
Chrisfian faith. And Y remember what an sucient bishop about twelve hundred
ey agp eaith, Maximes Thaurinends in his homilies, tbal whenhe had long presched
to kis people, even on an eyening after ane of his sermons, be heard a cry of noise
among the peopls, and hearkening what it was, they were by their ootery belping to
deliver the moon, that was in labour and wanted help, This is citedalso by Papirius
Massones, in vita Hilgtii Papse. p. 67.
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scorn, as the Pharisees to Christ,  Are we blind also "7’ Yea,
they are ready to insult over the children of the light, that
are wise to salvation, because they differ from the loese or
hypocritical opinions of these gentlenten, in some matters of
God’s worship; of which their worships are as competent
judges, as the Pharisees, of the doctrine of Christ, or as Ni-
codemus of regeneration, or as Simon Magus, or Julian, or
Porphyry, of the gifts of the Holy Ghost. These honourable,
miserable men, will bear no contradiction or reproof: who
dare be 80 unmannerly, disobedient, or bold, as to tell them
that they are out of the way to heaven, and strangers to it
(that I say not, enemies); and to presume to stop them in
the way to hell, or to hinder them from damning themselves,
and as many others as they can? They think this talk of
Christ, and grace, and life eternal, if it be but serious (and
,not like their own, in form, or levity, or scorn), is but the
itroublesome preciseness of hypocritical, humarous, crack-
,brained fellows: and say of the godly, as the Pharisees,
.“ Are ye also deceived? Have any of the rulers, or of the
Pharisees believed on him? But this people who knoweth
not the law are cursed*.”

Well, gentlemen or poor men, whoever you. be that sa-
vour not the things of the 8piritt, but live in ignorance of
the mysteries of salvation, be it known to you, that heavenly
truth and holiness are works of light, and never prosper in
the dark ; and that your best understanding should be used
for God and your salvation, if for any thing at all. Itisthe
devil and his deceits that fear the light. Do but understand
well what you do, and then be wicked if you can; and then
set light by Christ and holiness if you dare! O come but out
of darkness into the light, and you will see that which will
make you tremble to live ungodly and unconverted another
day: and you will see that which will make you with peni-
tent remorse lament your so long neglect of heaven, and
wonder that you could live so far, and so long besides your
wits, as to choose a course of vanity and bestiality in the
chains of satan, before the joyful liberty of the saints: and,
though we must not be so uncivil as to tell you where you.
are, and what you are doing, you will then more uncivilly
call yourselves, ‘“ exceedingly mad, and foolish, disobedient,,

¥ Jobnix, 40.  * Jobn vii. 47—49.  * Rom. vii: 5—7. 18,
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deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures®,” as one did that
thought himself before as wise and good as any of you.
Live not in a sleepy state of ignorance, if  ever you would
have saving grace. ,

Direct. 11. < Especially labour first to understand the true
nature of a state of sin, and a state of grace.’

It is like you will say, that all are sinners; and that
Christ died for sinners ; and that you were regenerate in your
baptism; and that for the sins that since then you havé com-
mitted, you have repented of them, and therefore you hope
they are forgiven. ' ,

But, stay a little, man, and understand the matter well
as you go; for itis your salvation that lieth at the stake. It
is very true that all are sinners: butit is as true, that some
are in a state of sin, and some in a state of grace: some are
converted sinners, and some unconverted sinners : some live
in sins inconsistent with holiness (which therefore may be
called mortal), others have none but infirmities which con-
sist with spiritual life (which in this sense may be called ve-
nial) : some hate their sin, and long to be perfectly delivered
from it: and others so love it, as they are loath to leave it.
And is there no difference, think you, between these ?

It is as true also, that Christ died for sinners: (orelse
where were our hope?) But it is true also, that he died to
“gave his people from their sins*,” and ““to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God?,”
and “ to redeem us from all iniquity, and purify to himself
a peculiar people zealous of good works?,” and that “except
a man be born again, and converted, and become as a little
child (in bamility and beginning the world anew), he cannot
enter into the kingdom of heaven*,” and that even he that
died for sinners, will at last condemn the workers of iniquity,
and say, “ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire®,”
“I never knew you©.”

It is very true, that you were sacramentally regenerate
in baptism, and that he that believeth and is baptised, shall
be saved, and all that are the children of promise, and have
that promise sealed fo them by baptism, are regenerate. The
ancients taught thgt baptism puts men into a state of grace ;

® Actsxxvi. 11. Tit. . 8. = Matt. . 21. ¥ Acts xxvi. 18. * Tit. ii. 14.
t John {ii. 3. 5. Matt. xviii- 3. b Matt, xxv. 41. < Matt. vii. 23.
VOL. II. c
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that ig, that all that sincerely renource the world, the devil,
and the flesh, and are sincerely given up to God the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, eccording to the covenant of gracs,
and profess and seal this by their baptism, shall be pardoned,
.and wade the heirs of life.  But as it is true, that baptism
thus saveth, so ia it as true, that it is not the “ outward
washing only the filth of the flesh” that will suffice, but the
«answer of & good conscience towards God®” And that
“no man can enter into the kingdom of God, thatis not born
of the Spirit, a8 well as of waterc.” And that Simon Magus
and many another have had the water of baptism, that never
had the Spirit, bat still remain in the * gall of bitterness, and
bond of iniquity, and had no part nor lot in that business,
their hearts being not right in the sight of God4.” And ne-
thing is more sure, than that “ if any man have not the Spirit
.of Christ (notwithstanding his baptism) he is none of his* !’
And that if you have his Spirit, you “walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit:” and are “not carnally but spi-
ritually minded,” and are ““ alive to God,” and as *“ dead to the
world?.” Whether all that were baptised are such as these,
when they come to age, judge you. .
"It is true also, that if you truly repent, you are for-
given: but it is as true, that true repentance is the very con-
yersion of thesoul from sin to God, and leaveth not any man
in the power of sin. It is not for a man when he hath had
all the pleasure that sin will yield him, to wish then that he
.had not committed it, (which he may do then at an easy rate)
and yet to keep the rest that are still pleasant and profitable
to his flesh. Like a man that casts away the bottle which he
hath drunk empty, but keeps that which is full; or as men
sell off their barren kine, and buy milch ones in their stead :
this kind of repentance is a mockery, and not a cure for tha
soul. If thou have true repentance, it hath so far turned thy
heart from sin, that thou wouldst not commit it, if it were to
do again, though thou hadst all the same temptations; and
it hath so far turned thy heart to God and holiness, that
thou wouldst live a holy life, if it were all to do again, though
thou hadst the same temptations as afore against it.  This
is the nature of true repentance: such a repentance indeed

b 1 Pet.ii. 21. ¢ Jobnfi. 5. 4 Acts viii. 13, 21.28.  © Rom, viii. 9.
! Rom. viii. 1. 5—8. 10, 13, 14 '
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is never too late to save but I am sure it never _comes too
soon.

Mark, now, I beseech you, what a state of sin, and
what a state of holiness is.

He that is in a state of sin, hath habxtually and predomi-
nantly a greater love to some pleasures, or profits, or honours
of this world, than he hath to God and to the glory which he
hatly promised ; he preferreth, and seeketh, and holdeth (if
he can) his fleshly prosperity in this world, before the favour
of God and the happiness of the world to come.” His heart
is tarned from God unto the creature, and is principally set
on things on earth. Thus his sin is the blindness; and mad-
ness, ahd perfidiousness, and idolatry of his soul, and his for-
saking of God, and his salvation, fora thing of naught. Tt
is that to his soul, which poison, and death, and sicknes
and lameness, and blindness are to his body: it is sucz
dealing with God, as that man is guilty of to his dearest
friend or father, who should hate him and his company, and
love the company of a dog or toad much better than his ; and
obey his enemy against him: and it is like a madman’ 8
dealing with his physician, who seeks to kill him as his ene-
my, because he crosseth his appetite or will, to cure him.
Think of this well, and then tell me, whether this be a state
to be continued in.  This state of sin, is something worse
than a mere inconsiderate act of sin, in one that othermse
liveth an obedient, holy life.

On the other side, a state of holiness, is nothing else
but the habitual and predominant devotion and dedication
of soul, and body, and life, and all that we have to God: an
esteeming, and loving, and serving, and seeking him, before
all the pleasures and prosperity of the flesh: making his fa-
vour, and everlasting happiness in heaven our end, and Jesus
Christ our way, and referring all things in the world unto
that end, and making this the scope, design, and business of
our lives. It is a turning from a deceitful world to God;
and preferring the Creator before the creature, and heaven
before earth, and eternity before an inch of time, and ouf
souls before our corruptible bodies, and the authority and
laws of God, the universal Governor of the world, before the
word or will of any man, how great soever; and asubjecting
our sensitive faculties to our reason, and advancing this rea-
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son by Divine revelation; and living by faith, and not by
lght in a word, it is a laying up our treasure in heaven, and

setting our hearts there, and living in a heavenly conversa-

" tion, setting our affections on the thmgs above, and not on
the things that are on earth: and a rejoicing in hope of the
glory to come, when sensualists have nothing but transxtory,
brutish pleasures to rejoice in.

This is a state and life of holiness : when we persuade you
to be holy, we persuade you to no worse than this: whenwe
commend a life of godliness to your choice, this is the life
we mean, and that we commend to you. And can you un-
derstand this well, and yet be unwilling of it ? It cannot be.
Do but know well what godliness and ungodliness, what
grace and sin are, and the work is almost done.

Direct. 111. * To know what a life of holiness is, believe the
Word of God, and those that have tried it ; and believe not
the slanders of the devil and of ungodly men, that never
tried or knew the things which they reproach.’

Reason cannot question the reasonableness of this ad-
vice. Who is wiser than God? or who is to be believed
before him? And what men are more likely to know what
they talk of, than such as speak from their own experience ?
Nothing more familiar with wicked men, than to slander
and reproach the holy ways and servants of the Lord.
No wisdom, no measure of holiness or righteousness will
exempt the godly from their malice ; otherwise, Christ him-
self at least would have been exempted if not his apostles
and other saints, whom they have slandered and put to
death. Christ hath foretold us what to expect from them.
“ If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it

“hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own : but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is
not greater than the Lord. If they have'persecuted me, they
will also persecute you : if they have kept my sayings, they
will keep yours also®.”

The truth is, wicked men are the seed and children
of the devil, and have his image, and obey him, and think,
and speak, and do as he would have them. And the godly

& John xv, 18—20-
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are the seed and members of Christ, and bear his image,
and obey him: and do you think that the devil will bid his
children speak well of the ways or followers of Christ? 1
must confess, till I had found the truth of it by ‘experience,
I was not sensible how impudent in belying, and cruel in

abusing the servants of Christ, his worldly, malicious ene-

miesare. 1hadread ofthow early an enmity was put between

the woman’s and the serpent’s seed, and I had read and won-
dered, that the first man that was born into the world did

murder his brother for worshipping God more acceptably

than himself; * because his own works were evil, and his

Brother’s righteous®.” I had read the inference, “ Marvel

not, my brethren, if the world hate you'!;” but yet I did not

so fully understand, that wicked men and devils are so very

like, and so near of kin ; till the words of Christ, expounded

by visible demonstrations, had taught it me. Indeed the

apostle saith®, that Cain was of that wicked one, that is,

the devil: but Christ saith more plainly, “ Ye are of your

father the devi), and the lusts of your father ye will do: he

was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the

truth, because there is no truth in him: when he speaketh

a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is aliar, and the father

of it'.” Here note, that cruel murdering and lying, are the
principal actions of a devil ; and that as the father of these,

he is the father of the wicked, who are most notoriously ad-

dicted to these two courses against the most innocent ser-

vants of the Lamb. How just it is that they dwell together
hereafter, that are here so like in disposition and action:

even as the righteous shall dwell with Christ, who bore his

image, and imitated his holy, suffering life.

1 conclude, then, that if thou wilt never turn to God
and a holy life, till wicked men give over belying, and re-
proaching them, thou mayst as well say, that thou wilt never
be reconciled to God, till the devil be first reconciled to him;
and never love Christ, till the devil love him, or bid thee
love him ; or never be a saint, till the devil be a saint, or will
give thee leave; and that thou wilt not be saved, till the de-
vil be willing that thou be saved.

¢ 1 John iii. 19. ' 1 Jobn i, 13. % 1 Jobn i 19.
! Jobn viii. 44. )
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. Direct. 1v. ‘ That thy understanding may be enlightened,
and thy heart renewed, be much and serious in reading the
Word of God, and those books that are fitted to men in an
unconverted state, and especially in hearing the plain and
searching:preaching of the word.’

There is a heavenly hght and power, and majesty .in
the Word of God, which in the serious reading or hearing of
it, may pierce the heart; and prick it, and open it, that cor-
ruption may go out, and grace come in. “The law of the

ord is perfect, convemng the soul: the testimony of the

" Lord is sure, makmg wise the simple: the statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart®.” . Moreover, “ by them
it is that we are warned : and in keepmg of them there is great,
reward>.” The eunuch was reading the Scripture, when
Philip was sent to expound it to him for his conversion®.
The preaching of Peter did prick many thousands to the
heart to their conversiond. The heart of Lydia was opened
to attend to the preaching of Paul*. “The word of God is
quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit .” These
“ weapons are mighty through God, to the pulling down of
strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
Brmgmg into captivity every thought to the obedience.of
Christ’.” Hast thou often read and heard already, and yet
findest no change upon thy heart? Yet read and hear again
and again: ministers must not give over preaching, when

'they have laboured without success: why then should you
give over hearing or readmg ? Asthe husbandman laboureth,
and looketh to God for rain, and for the blessing, so must we,
and so must you. Look up to God: remember it is his
word, in which he calleth you to repeqtance, and offereth
you mercy, and treateth with you concerning your everlast-
ing happiness : lament your former negligence and disobe-

dience, and beg his blessing on his word, and you shall find
it will not be in vain. )

And the serious reading of books which expound and
apply the Scriptures, suitable to your case, may, by the bles-
sing of God, be effectual to your conversion. I have written

® Psal. xix. 7, 8 o Psal. xix. 11. P Acts viil. 9 Acts ii. 87.
* Acts xvi. 14. * Heb. iv. 12. t 2Cor.x. 4, 5.
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0 many to this use myself, that I shall be the shortéron this.
subject now, and desire you to read them, or some of them,
if you have mot fitter at hand ; viz. A Call to the Uneonvert-:
ed ;—A Treatise of Copversion ;—Now or Never ;—Direc~
tions. for a sound Copversion ;—A Saint or a Brate;—A
Treatise of Judgment;—A Sermon against making light of
Christ ;—A Sermon of Christ’s Dominion ;—Another of lus
Sovereiguty, &c.
. Direct. v.1f thouwouldst notbedestntute of saving grace;
let thy reason be exercised about the matters of thy salvation,
in some proportion of frequent, sober, serious thoughts, as
thou art convinced the weight of the matter doth require.’
To have reason is common to' all men, even the sleepy
and distracted : to use reason is .common to all that have
their senses awake, and fit to serve their minds : to use rea-
soan in the greatest matters, is proper to wise men, that know
for what end God made them reasonable®. Incomnsiderate
men are all ungodly men; for reason not used is as bad as
no reason, and will prove much worse in the day of reckon-
ing, The truth is, though sinners are exceeding blind and
erroneous about the things of God, yet all God’s precepts
are so reasonable, and tend so clearly to our joy and happi-
ness; that if the devil did not win most souls’ ‘by-silencing
reason, and laying it asleep, or drowning its vowe, wnth the

® The word itself exciteth reason, and preachers are by reason to shame nll i ay
a thing unreasonable. And the want of such excitation, by powerful preaching, and
plain instructing, and the persons considering, is a great cause of the world’s undoing.
For those preachers that lny all the blame on the people’s stapidity or malignity, I
desire them to read a satisfactory answer in Acosta the Jesuit®, lib. iv; . 2,8 & 4.
Few souls perish, comparatively, where all the means are used which should be used
by theirsuperiors for their salvation: if every parish had holy, skilful, laborious pas-
tors; that would publicly and privately do their part, great things might be expected
io the world. Bat, sith Acosta, Itaque pre¢ipua causs ed ministros parum ideneos
redit. Qua namque est predicatio nostra? que fiducia? signa certe non edimps:
vitm sanctitate non eminemus ; beneficentia non invitamus ; verbi ac spiritus efficacia
mom pewsaadewras ; lachrymis ae precibus & Deo non impetramus; immo ne magno-
pere quidem crmmns.  Quee ergo nostra querela est? que tanta Indorum accusatio ?
ik iv. p.365. Aningeouous confession of the Roman priesthood. Aud sach priestd
can expect no better success. Buthaving seen another sort of ministers, through God’s
mercy, 1 have seen an answerable fruit of their endeavours.

® Joseph Acosta was a celebrted Spanish author, bon at Medina del Campo,
abost the year 1540, Ho was a missianary and provincial of the Jesuits in Perv, and
died io Selamanca, 1600. Among other works, he wrote a trestise ** De procurands
Indoram Salute.” 8vo. Salam. 1588.  Also, ** De Christo Revelatv,” 4t0. Rom. 1599,
8ee Roes's Cyclo, art. Acoste—(T.C.)
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noise and crowd of worldly business, hell would not have so
many sad inhabitants. I scarce believe that God will con-
demn any sinner .that ever lived in the world, that had the
use of reason; no, not the heathens that had but one talent,
but he will be able to say to them as Luke xix. 22. «“ Out
of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant :
Thou knewest,” &c. To serve God and labour diligently
for salvation, and prefer it before all worldly things, is so
reagonable a thing, that every one that repenteth of the con-
trary course, doth call it from his heart an impious madness.
Reason must needs be for God that made it. -Reason must
" needs be for that which is its proper end and use. Sin, as it
is in the understanding, is nothing but unreasonableness ;
"' a blindness and error; a -loss and corruption of reason in
| the matters of God and .our salvation. And grace, as in the
understanding, doth but cure this folly and distraction, and
make us reasonsble aguain ; it is but the opening of our eyes,
and making us wise in the greatest matters. It is nota
more unmanly thing to love and plead for blindness, mad-
ness, and diseases, and to hate both sight, and health, and
wit, than it is to love and plead for sin, and to hate and vi-
lify a holy life.

Grant me but this one thing, that thou wilt but so-
berly exercise thy reason, about these great, important ques-
tions ; Where must I abide for ever? What must I do to be
saved? What was I created and redeemed for? and I shall
hope that thy own understanding, as erroneous as it is, will
work out something that will promote thy good. Do but
withdraw thyself one hour in a day from company and other
business, and consider but as soberly and seriously of thy
end and life, as thou knowest the nature and weight of the
matter doth require, and I am persuaded thy own reason
and conscience will call thee to repentance, and set thee, at
least, in a far better way than thou wast in before. When
thou walkest .alone, or when thou wakest in the night, re-
member soberly that God is present, that time is hasting to
an end, that judgment is at hand, where thou must give ac-
count of all thy hours, of thy lusts, and passions, and de-
sires; of all thy thoughts, and words, and deeds; and that
thy endless joy or misery dependeth wholly and certainly on
this little time. Think but soberly on such things as these,
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butone hour in a day ortwo, and try whether it will not
once recover thee to wit and godliness; and folly and sin
will vanish before the force of considering reason, as the
darkness vanisheth before the light. I entreat thee now as
in the presence of God, and as thou wilt answer the denial
of 80 reasonable arequest at the day of judgment, that thou
wilt but resolve to try this course of a sober, serious consi-
deration, about thy sin, thy duty, thy danger, thy hope, thy
account, and thy everlasting state: try it sometimes; espe-
cially on the Lord’s days; and do but mark the result of
all; and whither it is that such sober consideration doth
point or lead thee? whether it be not towards a diligent, ho-
ly, heavenly life? If thou deny me thus much, God and
thy conscience shall bear witness, that thou thoughtest thy
salvation of little worth, and therefore mayst justly be de-
nied it.

Would it not be strange that a man should be peni-
tent and godly, that never once thought of the matter with
any seriousness in hig life? Canso many and great diseases
of soul be cured, before you have once soberly considered
that you have them, and how great and dangerous they are,
and by what remedies they must be cured? Can grace be
obtained and exercised, while you never so much as think
of it? Can the main business of our lives be done without
any serious thoughts ; when we think it fit to bestow so ma-
ny upon the trivial matters of this world? Doth the world
and the flesh deserve to be remembered all the day, and
week, and year? and doth not God and thy salvation de-
serve to be thought on one hour in a day, or one dayina
week? Judge of these things, but as a man of reason. If
thou look that God, who hath given thee reason to guide
thy will, and a will to command thy actions, should yet
carry thee to heaven like a stone, or save thee against or
without thy will, before thou didst ever once soberly think
of it, thou mayst have leisure in hell to lament the folly of
such expectations.

Direct. v1. *Suffer not the devil by company, pleasure, or
worldly business, to divert or hinder thee from these serious
considerations.’
~ The devil hath but two ways to procure thy damna-
tion. The one is, by keeping thee from any sober remem-
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brance of spiritual and eternal things; and the other is, if
thou wilt needs think of them, to deceive thee into false,
erroneous thoughts To bring to pass the first of ﬂlese
(which is the most common, powerful means), his ordinary
way is by diversion *: finding thee still something else to do :
putting some other thoughts into thy mind, and some other.
work into thy hand ; so that thou canst never have leisure
for any sober thoughts of God : whenever the Spirit of God.
- knocks at thy door, thou. art so taken up with other com-
pany, or other business, that thou canst not hear, or wilt,
not open to him. Many a time he hath been ready to teach.
thee, but thou wast not at leisure to hear and learn. Many
a time he secretly jogged thy conscience, and checked thee
in thy sin, and called thee aside to consider soberly about.
thy spiritual and everlasting state, when the noise of foolish
mirth and pleasures, or the bustles of encumbering cares
and business have caused thee to stop thy ears, and put him
off, and refuse themotion. And if the abused Spirit of God
depart, and leave thee to thy beloved mirth and business,
and to thyself, it is but just; end then thou wilt never have.
a serious, effectual thought of heaven, perhaps, till thou have.
lost it; nor a sober thought of hell, till thou art in it; un-
less it be some despairing, or some dull ineffectual thought..
O therefore, as thou lovest thy soul, do not love thy
pleasure or business so well as to refuse to treat with the
Spirit of God, who comes to offer thee greater pleasures,
and to engage thee in a more important business. O lay by
all, to hear awhile what God and conscienee have to say to,
thee. They have greater business with thee, than any others
that thou conversest with. They have better offers and
motions to make to thee, than thou shalt hear from any of
thy old companions. If the devil can but take thee up a
while, with one pleasure one day, and another business an-
other day, and keep thee from the work that thou camest
into the world for, till time be gone, and thou art slipt un-
awares into damnation, then he hath his desire, and hath the
¢ Even loumingandhonatmlansybcﬁndnadiverdon from mere necessary
thingy Saith Petrarch in vita sua, Ingenio suiad omue bonum et salubre studiam
apto; sed ad moralem praclpue philosophiam, et ad poeticam prono, Quam i ipsam_
processu temporis neglexi, sacris literis delectatus, in quibus sensi dulcedinem ab-’
d‘i‘h;, quam aliquando contempseram ; poeticis literis non nisi ad ornamentum reser-
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end he aimed at, and hath won the day, and thou art lost for
ever.

It is like thou settest some limits to thy folly, and -
purposest to do thus but a little while: but when one plea-
sure withereth, the devil will provide a'fresh one for thee;
and when one business 1§ over, which cguseth thee to pre-
tend necessity, another, and another, and another will suc-
ceed, and thou wilt think thou hast such necessity still, till
time is gone, and thou see, too late, how grossly thou wast
deceived. Resolve, therefore, that whatever company, or
pleasure, or business would divert thee, that thou wilt
not be befooled out of thy salyation, nor taken off from
minding the one thing necessary. If company plead an in-
terest in thee, know of them whether they are better com-
pany than the Spirit of God and thy conscience ;—if pleasure
would detain thee, inquire whether it be more pure and du-
rable pleasures, than thou mayst have in heaven, by hear-
kening unto grace ;—if business still pretend necessity, in-
quire whether it be a greater business than to prepare thy
soul and thy accounta for judgment, and of greater neces-
sity than thy salvation. Ifmnot,let it not have the preceden-
cy: if thou be wise, do that first that must needs be done;
and let that stand by, that may best be spared. What will
it profit thee to win all the world, and lase thy soul? At
least, if thou durst say that thy pleasure and business are bet-
ter than heaven, yet might they sometime be forborn, while
thou seriously thinkest of thy salvation.

Digect. vii. ¢ If thou wouldst be converted and saved, be
not a malicious or peevish enemy to those that would
conyert and save thee: be not angry with them that tell
thee of thy sin or duty, as if they did thee wrong or hurt.’

God worketh by instruments: when he will convert &
Cornelius, a Peter must be sent for, and willingly héard.
When he will recall and save a sinner, he hath usually some
public minister or private friend, that shall be a messenger
of that searching and convincing truth, which is fit to awa-
ken them, enlighten them, and recover them. If God fur-
nish these instruments with compassion to your souls, and
willingness to instruct you, and you will take them for your
enemies, and peevishly quarrel with them, and contradict
them, and perhaps reproach them, and do them a mischief
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for their good will, what an inhuman, barbarous course of in-
gratitudeis this? Will you be angry with men for endeavour-
ing to save you from the fire of hell? Do they endeavour to
make any gain or advantage by you? or only to help your
souls to heaven? Indeed, if their endeavours did serve any
ambitious design of their own, to bring the world (as the
pope and his clergy would do) under their own jurisdiction,
you had reason then to suspect their fraud. But the truth
is, Christ hath purposely appointed his greatest church-offi-
cers to be but ministers, even the servants of all, to rule and
save men as volunteers, without any coercive power, by the
management of his powerful word upon their consciences ;
and to beseech and entreat the poorest of the flock, as those
that are not lords over God’s heritage, nor masters of their
faith, but their servants in Christ, and helpers of their joy ;
that so whenever we deliver our message to them, they may
see that we exercise not dominion over them, and aim at no
worldly honours, or gain, or advantage to ourselves, but at
the mere conversion and saving of their souls. Whereas, if
he had allowed us to exercise authority ds the kings of the

_Gentiles, and to be called gracious lords, and to encumber

ourselves with the affairs of this life, our doctrine would
have been rejected by the generality of the world, and we
should always have come to them on this great disadvantage,
that they would have thought we sought not them, but
theirs ; and that we preached not for them, but for ourselves,
to make a prize of them®: as the Jesuits, when they attempt
the conversion of the Indians, do still find this their great "
impediment, the princes and people suppose them to pre-
tend the Gospel, but as a means to subjugate them and their
dominions to the pope ; because they tell them that they must
be all subject to the pope, if they will be saved. Now when
Christ hath appointed a poor, self-denying, entreating minis-
try, against whom you can have none of these pretences, to
stoop to your feet, with the most submissive entreaties, that
you would but turn to God and live, you have no excuse for
your own barbarous ingratitude, if you will fly in their faces,
and use them as your enemies, and be offended with them
v 1 Peter v. 2, 3,4. 2 Cor. x..4. 2 Cor. v. 19, $0.. 8 Cor. i. 24. 1 Cor. iv. 1.

2 Cor. iii. 6. xi. 23. Joel . 9,13. 2 Cor. iv. 5. Mark x. 44. Matt. xx. 27. Luke
xxii. 34, 25, 26.
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for endeavouring to save you. You know they can hold
their tithes and livings by smoothing, and cold, and gene-
ral preaching, as well as by more faithful dealing (if not bet-
ter): you know they can get no worldly advantage by deal-
ing so plainly with you: you know that they hazard by it,
their reputation with such as you; and they cannot be ig-
norant that it is like to expose them to your ill will and in-
dignation. _

And they are men as well as you, and therefore, un-
doubtedly, desire the good-will and the good word of others,
and take no pleasure to be scorned or hated : undoubtedly
they break through much temptation and reluctancy of the
flesh, before they can so far deny themselves as to endea-
vour your salvation on such terms : and seeing it is all for
you, methinks you should be their chief encouragers: if
others should oppose them, you should be for them, because
they are for you. IfI go with a convoy to relieve a besieg-
ed garrison, I shall expect opposition from the enemy that
besiegeth them ; but if the besieged themselves shall shoot
at us, and use us as enemies for venturing our lives to relieve
them, it is time to be gone, and let them take what they get
by it.

Perhaps you think that the preacher, or private ad-
monisher, is too plain with you; but you should consider
that self-love is like to make you partial in your own cause,
and therefore a more incapable judge than they*. Andyou
should consider that God hath commanded them to deal
plainly, and told them that else the people’s blood shall be
required at their hands?’. And that God best knoweth what
medicine and diet is fittest for your disease; and that the
case is of such grand importance (whether you shall live in
heaven or hell for ever?) that it is scarce possible for a mi-
nister to be too plain and serious with you: and that your
disease is 80 obstinate, that gentler means have been too
long frustrate, and therefore sharper must be tried: else
why were you not converted by gentler dealing until now?
If you fall down in a swoon, or be ready to be drowned, you

= Seneca scribit, Tam necessarium fuisse Romano populo nasci Catonem, quam
Scipionem: alter enim cum hostibus nostris bellum, alter cum moribus gessit,  Sen.
Pbi. Epist- 88- p. 288. Els. 1649.

7 Isa. Iviil. 1. Esek, xviil.
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will give leave to the standers-by to handle you a little more
roughly than at another time, and will not bring your action
against them for laying hands on you, or ruffling your silks
or bravery ; if your house be on fire, you will give men leave
to speak in another manner, than when they modulate their
voices into a civil and complimenting tone.

It may be you think that they are censorious in judging
you to be unconverted, when you are not; and to be worse
and in more danger than you are, and speaking harder of you
than you deserve. But it is you that should be most sus-
picious of yourselves, and afraid in so great a matter of being
deceived. A stander-by may see more than a player: I am
sure he that is awake may see more of you, than you of your-
selves when you are asleep.

- But suppose it were as you imagine; it is his love
that mistakingly attempteth your good: he intendeth you
no harm: itis your salvation that he desireth: it is your
damnation that he would prevent. You have cause to love
him, and be thankful for his good-will, and not to be angry
with him, and reproach him for his mistakes. He is none of
those that brings you into the inquisition, and would fine, or
imprison, or banish, or burn, or hang, or torment you, in or-
der to convert and save you: the worst he doth, is but to
speak those words, which, if true, you are deeply concerned
to regard ; and if mistaken, can do you no hurt, unless you
are the cause yourself. If it be in public preaching, he
speaketh generally by descriptions, and not by nomination ;
no more of you, than of others in your case: nor of yon at
all, if you are not in that case. If he speak privately to you;
there is no witness but yourself ;- and therefore it is no mat-
ter of disgrace. Never, for shame, pretend that thou art
willing to be converted and saved, when thou hatest those
that would promote it; and art angry with every one that
tells thee of thy case, and couldst find in thy heart to stop
their mouths, or do them a mischief.

Direct. vinn. “If thou art willing indeed tobe converted, do
thy best to discover that yet thou art unconverted, and in &
lost and miserable state.’

Who will endeavour to cure a disease which he thinks
he hath not? or to vomit up the poison which he thinks he
never took, or taketh to be no poison? or to-come out of
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the ditch, that thinks he is not'in it? or who will turn back
again, that will not believe but he is in the nght way? Who

_will labour to be converted, that thinks he is converted al-
zeady? Or who will come to Chirist as the physician of his
soul, that thinks he is not sick, or is cured already? The
common cause that men live and die without the grace of re-
pentance, sanctification, and justification, which should save
them, is because they will not believe but that they have xt
when they have it not; and that they are penitent, and jus-
tified, and sanctified already. It is not my desire to make
any of you think worse of your condition than it is; but if
you will not know what it is, you will not be fit for recovering
grace, nor use the means for your own recovery: you think
itis so sad a conclusion, to find yourselves in a state of con-
<demnation, that you are exceeding unwilling to know it or
confess it.

But I beseech you consider but these two things: first,
either it is true that you are in so miserable a state, or it is
not true: if it be not true, the closest trial will but comfort
you, by discovering that you are sanctified already : but if
it be true, then do you think it will save you to be ignorant
of your danger? Willit cure your disease, to believe that you
have it not? Will thinking well of yourselves falsely, prove
that you are well indeed *? Is it the way to grace, to think
you have it, when you have it not? Will it bring you to
heaven, to think that you are going thither, when youare in
the way to hell? Nay, do you not know, that it is the prin-
cipal temptation of the devil, to keep men from a state of re-
pentance and salvation, to deceive them thus, and persuade
them that they are in such a state already? Judge soberly
of the case. Do you think if all the impenitent, unconverted
sinners in the world were certain that they are indeed in a
graceless state, in which if they died, they were past all
hope, that they would not quickly look about them, and
better understand the offers of a Saviour, and live in conti-
naal solicitude and fear, till they found themselves in a safer
state? If you were sure yourselves, that you must yet be

* Barnard. de gred. humil, grad. 8. describeth men’s excosing their sins-thus « If
it way be, they will say, I did mot doiit; or elss, It was no sin, but lawful; or else,
1 did it not oft or much; or elsc, I meant no harm; or else, I was persvaded by -
another, and drawn toit by temptation.”
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made new creatures, or be damned, would it not set you on
work to seek more diligently after grace than ever you have

done? The devil knoweth this well enough; that he could

scarce keep you quiet this night in his snares, but you would
be ready to repent and beg for mercy, and resolve on.a new
life, before to-morrow, if you were but sure that you are yet
in a state of condemnation. And therefore he doth all that
he can to hide your sin and danger from your eyes, and to
quiet you with the conceit, that though you are sinners, yet
you are penitent, pardoned, and safe.

Well, sirs, there can be no harm in knowing the truth.
And therefore will you but try yourselves, whether you are
unsanctified or not? You were baptised into the name of
the Holy Ghost as your Sanctifier; and if now you neglect
or mock at sanctification, what do you but deride your bap-
tism, or neglect that which is its sense and end? It doth
not so much concern you to know that you live the life of
nature, as to know whether sanctification have made you
spiritually alive to God.

And let me tell you this for your encouragement, that we do
not call you to know that you are unconverted, and unpardon-
ed, and miserable, as men that have no remedy, but must sit
down in despair, and be tormented 'with the fore-knowledge
of your endless pains before the time. No; itis but that you
may speedily and thankfully accept of Christ, the full remedy,
and turn to God, and quickly get out of your sin and terror,
and enter into a life of safety and of peace. We desire not
your continuance in that life which tendeth to despair and
horror: we would have you out of it, if it were in our power
before to-morrow ; and therefore it is that we would have
you understand what danger you are in, that you may go no
further, but speedily turn back, and seek for help.. And I
hope there is no hurt, though there be some present trouble,
in such a discovery of your danger as this is.

Well, if you are but willing to know, I shall help youa
little to know what you are.

1. If you are persecutors, or haters, or deriders of men,
for being diligent and serious in the ‘service of God, and
fearful of sinning, and because they go not ‘'with the multi-
tude to do evil, it is a certain sign that you are in a state of
death: yea, if you love not such men, and desire not rather
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to be such yourselves, than to be the greatest of the un-
godly .
2. If you love the’ world best, and set your affections
most on things below, and mind most earthly things ; nay,
if you seek not first God’s kingdom, and the righteousness
thereof ; and if your hearts be not in heaven, and your affec-
tions set on the things that are above; and you prefer not
your hopes of life eternal before all the pleasures and pros-
perity of this world, it is a certain sign that you are but
worldly and ungodly men®.

3. If your estimation, belief and hopes, of everlast-
ing life through Christ, be not such, as will prevail with you

.to deny yourselves, and forsake father, and mother, and the
nearest friends ; and house, and land, and life, and all that
-you have, for Clmst, and for these hopes of a happmess
hereafter, you are no true Christians, nor in a state of saving
grace®. .
« 4. If you have not been converted, regenerated and
sanctified by the 8pirit of Jesus Christ, making you spiritual,
and causing you to mind the things of the Spirit above the
things of the flesh. If this Spirit be not in you, and you
walk not after it, but after the flesh; making provision for
the flesh, to satisfy ita desires, and preferring the pleasing
of the flesh, before the pleasing of God, it is certain that yoy
are in a state of deathd.

5. If you have any known sin which you do not hate.
and had not rather leave it than keep it, and do ‘not pray,
and strive, and watch against it, as far as you know and ob-
serveit; but rather excuse it, plead for it, desire it, and are
loath to part with it, so that your will is habitually more forit
than aguinst it, it is a sign of an impenitent, unrenewed
heart* : ; ,

s 8ee Gal. Iv.29. Actsxxvi. 11. 1 Tim.i.13. 1 Pet.iv, 2==5, Psal. xv. &
1 Joba i, 8 —15. Jobn xili. 35. Paal, Ixxxiv. 10.

® See this in Matt. vi. 19—21. 83.  Phil. iil. 18—20. Col, jil. 1—4¢. Fual.
huil. 25. 1 John ii. 15—17. Jamesi.27. Loke xil. 20, 1. xvi. 25,

¢ Bee Luke xiv. 36. 33. Matt. x, $7—39. xiil. 81, 82,

¢ See Matt. xviil. 3. Jobm iii. 8. 5, 6. Heb.zii.14. Rom. viii.1. 5—13. xiii. 18,
14.. .Lake xvi. 19. 25. 1il. 20, 21, Heb, xi, 25, 26. 8 Cor.iv. 16—18 v.7.
Rom. vit.17,18.

¢ 1 Jobn 1. 3, 4.6—10. 24. Galv. 16. 19—85. Rom. vii. 22. 24. vili. 18.
Lake xiii. 8. 5. Matt,v. 19,20, 2 Tim.ii. 19. Pml. v.5. Luke xiii. 27
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6. 1€ you loye mot 'the Word, as it is a light dis-
covering your sin and duty, but only as it is a general truth,
or aa it reproveth others: if you love not the most searching
preaching, and would not know how bad you are, and come
not to the light, that your deeds may be manifest, it isa
sign that yon are not children of the light, but of the dark-
‘Dess’.

7. If the laws of your Creator and Redeemer be not
of greatest power and authority with you, and the will and
word of God cannot do more with you, than the word or will
of any man; and the threatenings and promises of God be
not more prevalent with you, than the threats or promises of
any men, it is a sign that you take not God for your Ged,
but in heart are atheists and ungodly mens.

B. If you have not, i a deliberate covenant or reso-
lution, devoted and given up yourselves to God as your Father
and felicity, to Jesus Christ as your only Saviour, and your
Lord and King, and to the Holy Ghost as your Sanctifier, to
be made holy by him, desiring that your heart and life should
be perféctly conformed to the will of God, and that you
might know him, and love him, and enjoy him more; you
are void of godliness and true Christianity : for this is the
very covenant which you make in baptism, which you call
your ehristening®.

I have now plainly shewed you, and fully proved, from
the Word of God, by what infellible signs an ungodly man
may know that he is ungodly, if he will. May you not know
whether it be thus with you, if you are willing to know ?
May you not know, if you will, whether your desire and de-
sign of life, be more for this world, or that to come? and
whether heaven or earth be preferred and sought first? and
whether your fleshly prosperity and pleasure, or your souls
be principally cared for and regarded? May you not know,
if you will, whether you love or loathe the setious worship-
pers of God!? and whether you had rather be delivered from

f Jobn i, 19-~391. .
¢ Lake xix. 27. Matt. vil, 31—23. 6. Dan. {ii. 16—18. vi. 5. 10, Jer. xvii.
8, 6. Luke xil. 4. Acts v. 29. Psal. xiv. 1, &c.
® Matt, xxvifi. 19, 20. 2 Cor. viii. 5. 1 Cor. vi. 17, Johni. 10—12. Gal. iv. 6.
Rom viii- 14, 15.
Atqne ‘haud scio, an pietate adversus Deos sublata, fides etiam, et societas umani
generis, et ana excellentissima virtus, justitia, tollatur. Cic. Nat. D. i. 4.
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your sins or keep them? and whether your wills be inote

aguinst them, or for them? and whether you love a holy life
or not? and whether you had rather be perfect in holiness
and obedience to God, ot be excused from it, and please the
flesh ? and whether you had rathet be such a one as Puul, or
a8 Ceenar? & persecuted saint in poverty and contempt, or

a persecuting conqueror or king? May younot know, if you |

will, whether you love a dearching ministry, that telleth you
of the worst, and would not deceive you? May you not
know, whether you are resolvedly devoted and given up to
God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, a8 your Father and
fe]icity, your Savioar and your Sanctifier; and whether the
sgope, design and business of your lives is more for God, or
for the flesh, for heaven or earth ; and which it is that bears
the sway, and which it is that comes behind, and hath but
the leavings of the other, or only so much as it can spare?
Certainly these are things so near you, and so remarkable
in your hearts, that you may come to the knowledge of them
ifyou will. But if you will not, who can help it?

What u sottish cavil is it then of thosé ignorant men,
ehat ask us, when we tell them of these things, Whethet ever
we weré in heaven *—or ever saw the book of life ?—and how
we can tell who shall be saved, and who shall be damned? K
it were about a May-game this jesting were more seasonable;
but to talk thus distractedly about the matters of salvation
and damndtion, and to make such a jest of the damning of
souls, is a kind of foolery that hath no excuse. What though
we never were in heaven? and never saw the book of life?
dost thouthink I never saw the Scriptures? Why, wretched
sinner, dost thou not know, that Christ canie down from
heaven, to tell us who they be that shall come thither, and
who they be that shall be shut out? And did be not know
what he said? Is God-the Governor of the world, and hath
he not a law by which he governeth them? and can I not tell
by the law, who they be that the Judge will condemn or save?
‘What else is the law made for, but to be the rule of life, and
the rule of judgment? Redd Peal. i. and xv. Matt. v. vii. and
xxv., and all the texts which I even now cited, and see in
them whether God hath not tu}d you who they be that shall
be saved, and who they be that shall be condemned ? Nay, see
whether this be not the very business of the Word of God ?

—_———
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And do you think that he hath written in vain? But some
-men have loved ignorance and ungodliness so long, till-the
:Spirit of* grace hath cast them off, and left them to the sot-
tishness of their carnal minds, sothat *“ they have eyes and-see
-not, and ears and hear not, and hearts and 'understand not.”
|-But those that are willing and diligent to know their sin and
B duty, in order to their recovery, God will not let them search
l in vain, nor hide the remedy from their eyes.
Direct. 1x. * When you have found yourselves in astate of
sin and death, understand and consider what a state that is.”
It may be you will think it a tolerable condition, and
linger in it, as if you were safe; or delay your repentance, as
if it were a matter of no great haste; unless you open your
.eyes, and look round about you, and see in how slippery a
place you stand. Letme name some instances of the misery
of an unregenerate, graceless state, and then Jndge of itas the
‘Word of God directs you. : -
- 'l. As long as you are unconverted, you must needs be
loathsome and abominable to God*. His holy nature is un-
-reconcileable to sin, and would be unreconcileable to sinhers,
if it were not that he can cleanse and purify them. Did you -
know what sin is, and know God’s holiness, you would un-
‘derstand this much better. Your own averseness to God,
and your dislike of the holiness of his laws and servants,
might tell you what thoughts he hath of you. “He hateth all
the workers of iniquity’.” Indeed he taketh you for his
enemies, and as'such he will handle you, if you be not con-
verted. I know many persons that are most deeply guilty,
especially men of honour and esteem in the world, would
scorn to have this title given to themselves; but verily God
i8 not fearful of offending them, nor so tender of their defiled

. % Mira Ciceronis fictio Inlib 1. de Univers. Atque ille, qniueteetbone-tem
riculom vivendi a natura datum confecerit, ad illnd astrum, quo com aptus fumit, re-.
vertetur. Qui autem immoderate et intemperate vixerit, eum secandusortus in figuram
muliebrem transferet, Et si ne tum quidem finem vitiorum faciet: gravios etiam
jactabitar, et in suis moribus simillimas figuras pecudum, et ferarum transferetur :
mque'mnlomm« terminum prius adspiciet, quam illam sequi coeperit conversionem,
quam habebat in se ipse, ejusdem et unius, simul innatam.  Quod tum eveniet, cam
lla, que exigne, aére, atque terra, turbulenta, et rationis expertia insederiant, denique
fratione depulerit, et ad primam, ut optimun affectioneth animi pervencsit. Op.
»wol. vil. p. 941.
! Paal.v. 5.
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honour, as they are of their own, or as they expect . the.‘ ,
preacher should be. If those be the king’s enemies that re-.
fuse .his government and set up.another, then those ase the;
enemies .of God, and of the Redeemer, and of the Holy:
Ghost, that set up the base concupiscence of their flesh, and.
the honour and prosperity of this world, and the will of man:
_ and refuse the government of God their Creator and . Re-:
deemer, and refuse the sanohfymg teachings and opemtlons
of the Holy Ghost. - Read Luke xix. 27. .

Some think it strange that any men should be called:
“-haters of God ;” and I believe you will find ithard to meet.
with that man that. will confess it by himself, till converting
grace or hell congtrain him. And indeed if God himself had
not charged men with that sin, and called them by that name,.
we should scarce have found belief or patience when we had.
endeavoured to convince the world of it. Entreat but the
worst of men to repent of hating God, and try how they will
take it. . Yet they may read that name in Scripture™. Did,
not the Jews hate Christ, think you, when they murdered him?
and. when they hated all his followers for his sake®? And
doth not Christ say,* that they shall be hated for his sake,” not
only of the Jews, but also of “ all nations, and all men°.” Even
by the ““ world?.” And this was a hating *“ both Christ and his
Fathere.” But you will say, It is not possible that any man
can hate God. I answer, how then came the devils to hate,
him? Yea, every ungodly man hateth God : indeed no man
hateth him as good, or as merciful to them; but they hate
him as holy and just, as one that will not let him have the
pleasure of sin, without damning them: as one engaged in
Justice to cast them into hell, if they die without conversion:
and as one that hath mgde so pure and precise a law to go-
vern them, and convinceth them of sin, and calls them to
that repentance and holiness which they hate. Why did.
the world hate Christ himself? He tells you, ““ The world,
cannot hate you, but me it hateth, because I testify against,
it, that the works thereof are evil*.” “ This is the condemn-
ation, that light is comeinto the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds were evil*.”

® Rom. L. 30y Psal. Ixxxi. 15- Luke xix. 14. » Matt. x. 22. Mark xiii. 18
© Matt, xxiv. 9. x. 292, P John xvii. 14. xv, 17—19, &c.
2 Joba zv. 23, 24, * Joha vii. 7. * Joba iii. 19,
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| Nay, it it a womder of blindness, that this Gad-hating worlkd
| and age, shauldnot perceive that they are God-haters, while -
| they hate his servants to the death, and implacably rage
against them, and hate hia holy ways and kingdom, and
bend all their power and interest in mest of the kingdoms
of the world, against his interest and his people upon earth :
while the devil fighteth his battles against Christ through
the world, by their hands, they will yet confess the devil’s
malice against God,.but deny their own ; as if he used their
bands without their hearts. Well! poor, wretched worms !
instead of denying your enmity to him, lament it, and know
that he also taketh you for his enemies, and will prove too
hard for you when you have done your worst. Read Psal. ii.,
and tremble, and submit. This is especially the case of per-
secutors and open enemies ; but in their measure also of all
that would not have him to reign overthem. And therefore
Christ came to recencile us unto God, and Ged to us; and
it is only the sanctified that are reconciled to him®. -*“ The
c¢arnal mind is enmity egainst God ; for it is not subject to
the law of God ; nor indeed can be*.” - Mark that text well.

2. As long as you are unsanctified, you are unjustified
and unpardoned : you are under the guilt of all the sins that
ever you comnitted: every sinful thougbt, word and deed,
of which the least deserveth hell, is on your seore, to be
answered, for by yourself: and what this slgmﬁeth the.
ibnatemngs of the law will tell yau‘ There is no sin-for-
given to en impenitent, unconverted sinner. ‘

3. And no wonder, when the unconverted have no speeial
intereatim Christ. 'The pardon and life that is given by Ged,.
is given in and with the Son7: “Ged hath given to us eter-
nal life, and this life ie in his Son: he that hath the Son,
hath life ; and he that hath not the Son, hath net life*.” Tilk
we are members of Christ, we have no part in the pardon and
salvation purchased by him: and ungodly sinners are not his-
members. So that Jesus Christ, who is the hope and life of
all his own, doth leave thee as he found thee : and thatis not
the worst: for,

" 4, It will be for worse with the impenitent rejeeters of
¢ See €ol. . 21, Phil. il 18. 1 €or. xv. 25. Rom. v"10. ' % Rom. vifi. 7.

x See Acts xxvi. 18. Mark fv. 12. CoH.u Y Rom. vilt. 9.
* 1 John v, 10—12. ’
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the grace of Christ, than if they had never heard of & Re-
deemer. For it cannot be, that God having .provided so
precions a remedy for sinful, misersble souls, should suffer
it to be despised and rejected, without increased punish-
wient. Was it not enough that you had disobeyed your
great Creator, but you must also set light by a most gracions
Redeemer, that offered you pardon, purchased by his blood,
if you would but have come to God by him? Yea, the

Saviour that yow despised shall be himself your Judge, and
the grace and mevcy which youaeuohght by, shall be the
heaviest aggravation of your sin and inisery. For “hew
shall you escape, if you neglect so great salvation®*?”’ “ And
of how mach sorer punishment (thax the despisers of Moses’
Inw) shall they be thought worthy, who have trodden wnder
foot the Son of God, &e.b.”

" & The very prayers amd sacvifice of the wicked are
abominable to God (except such as contain their returniag.
from their wickedness). 80 that terror ariseth €o you from
that which you expect should be your help®©,

6. Your common mercies do but increase your sin and
misery (till you return to God) : your carnal hearts turn all
to ‘simr; “ Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them
that are defiled, and unbelisving, is nothing pure: but evem
their mind and conscience is defiledd.” . ;

‘7. While you are unsanctified, yow are impotent, and
dead to any holy, acceptable work : when you should redeeny
your time, and preparé for eternity, and try your states, or
pray, or meditate, or do good to others, you havéno heartto
any such opmma.l worfs your minds are biassed aguinst
them®. And it is not the excusable impetency of such, as
would de good, but canmet : but it is the malicious impotency
of the wicked (the same with that of dewvils), that cannot do:
good, because they will not ; and will not, because they have
hlind, meficious, and ungodly hearts, which makes their sirr
so much the greater .

8. While you have unsanctified hearts, you have at all
times the seed and disposition unto every sin; and if you
commit not the worst, it is because some providence res-
training the tempter hindereth you. No thanks to you that

® Heb.ii- 8. ® Heb. x. 29. ¢ Prov. xv. 8. xui- 97.. Isa. b 13, .
* TR i 15. * Rom, viil. 7. ! Tit. i. 16
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you do aot dsily commit idolatry, blasphemy, theft, muniet,'
sdultery, &c. It is in your hearts to do it, when you have
but temptation and opportunity ; and will be, till you are
remewed by sanctifying grace.

9. Till you are sanctified you are heu's of death and hells,
even under the cure, and condemned already in point of law,
though judgment have not passed the final senteirce ™. 5, And’
nothing is more certain, than that you had he¢n damned and
undone for ever, if you had died before you had been renewed
by the Holy Ghost; and that yet this will be your miserable
portion, ifyou should die wnsanctified. Think, then, what a’
life you have lived until now? and think what it is to live
any longer in such a case, in which if you die, you are cer-
tain to be damned. Conversion may save you, but unbelief
and self-flattery will not save you from this endless misery'.

10. As long as you' are unsanctified, you are hasting to
this misery : sin is like to get more rooting ; and your hearts
to be more hardened, and at enmity with grace; and God
more provoked ; and the Spirit more grieved ; and you are
every day nearer to your final doom, when all these things
will be more sensibly considered, and better understood*."

Thus 1 have given you a brief account of the case of un-~
remewed souls, and but a brief one, because I have done it
befare more largely'.

Direct. x. < When you have found out how sad a condition
you are in, consider what there is in sin to make you amends
or repair your loss, that should be any hindrance to yonr
conversion.’

Certainly you will not continue for nothing (if you know
it to be nothing), in 8o dangerous and doleful a case as this..
And yet you do it for that which is much worse than not.hing,
not considering what you do. 8it down sometimes and well
bethink you, what recompence the world or sin will make
you, for your God, your souls, your hopes, and all, when they

¢ Unas gebesnss ignls est inluferno, sed non uno modo omoes excruciat peccatores.
U guentum exigit culpa, tantum illic sentitur et p#na : nam sicut
Mc upus sel pon omala corpora equalitar calefacit, ita illic unus ignis animas pro

crimingm dissimiliter exurit. Hugo Etherianus de Anim. regres. cap. 12.

« gimilis entm undlque in infernum descensusest,” saith Anaxagoras (in Laert.) to one
that only lamented that he must die in a strange country. Diog, Laert. lib. ii. Segm.
11.Amst. 1692. p- 86.

» See Jobn {il. 18, 19. 36. § Heb. xii. 14. Heb. ii. 8. Mut.nv- alt.

* ¢ Tim. iif. 1. 3. ¢ Pet. ii. 3. V Treatise of Conversion.
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are lost and past recovery? Think what it will then avail:

miserable! O strangely corrupted heart of man, that can sell
his Maker, his Redeemer, and his salvation, at so base a
price! .

Direct. x1. * And when you are casting up your account,-
as you put all that sin and the world will do for you in the
one end of the scales, 8o put-into the other the comforts both
of this life, and of that to come, which you must part with
for your sins.’

Search the Scriptures, and consider how happy the saints
of God are there described. Think what it is, to have a
purified, cleansed soul; to be free from the slavery of the
flesh and its concupiscence ; to have the sensitive appetite in
subjection unto reason, and reason illuminated and rectified
by faith; to bealive to God, and disposed and enabled to love:
and serve him; to have access to him in prayer, with bold-
ness and assurance to be heard; to have a sealed pardon of
all our sins, ‘and an interest in Christ, who will answer for
them all and justify us; to be the children of God, and the
heirs of heaven ; to have peace of conscience, and the joyful
hopes of endless joys ; to have communion with the Father,
throagh the Son, by the Spirit, and to have that Spirit
dwelling in us, and working to our further holiness and joy ;
to have communion with the saints ; and the help and com-
fort of all God’s ordinances, and to be under his many pre-
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cious promises, and under his protection amd provision in
his family, and to caat all our care upon him ; to deligit our-
selves daily im the remembrance and renewed experiences of
his love, and in our too hitthe knowledge of him, and love
to him, and in the knowledge of his Son,. and of the mys-
teries of the Gospel; to have all things work together for
‘our good, and to be able with joy to welcome death, and to
live as in heaven in the foresight ofour eveslasting happiness.
I would have orderly here given you a particular account of
] thepnnlegu of renewed souls, but that I have dome so

much in that already in my “ Treatise of Conversion,” and
“ Saints’ Rest.” This taste may help you to see what you
lose, while you abide in an unconverted state.

Darect. x11. “When you have thus considesed of the con~
dition yow are in, consider also whethes i be a condition to
be rested in one day.’ :

H' you die uncomverted, you are past alt hope; for
qut of hell there is no redemption: and certain you are to
die ere long ; and uncertaim wlnther it will be this night™.
You never lay down with assurance that you should rise
again; you never went out of doors with assuraice to re-
tern; you never heard a sermon with assurance that yous
should hear another; you never drew one breath with as-
garanee that you sheuld draw another: a thousand acci-
dents and diseases are ready to stop your breath, and end
your time, whenr God will have 6 so. And if you die this
night in an unregenerate state, there is no mere time, or help,
or hope. And is this & case then for a wise mam to eontr
nue in a day, that can do any thing' towerds his own reco~-
very ? Should you delay another day or hour, before yow
falt down at the feet of Christ, and eryformercy, and return
to God, and resolve upor & better eourse? May I not welk
say to thee, as the angels unto Let, ** Arise, lest thew be
consumed - escape for thy life ; look net bekmd thee™.”

Direct. x111. - When thou artresolved,pm thy waveringe
and delays, give up thyself entirely and unreservedly te
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as: thy happiness,

= Lokexil, 26, Afienus est d fide qui ad' agendam penitentiam tewspus expectat:
senectutis. Jo. Benedistus Paris. in Anset. i Lac.3ib  DMultoa vitem difierentes
maea incerta prievenit. 1. ib. ex Senee.
» Gen. xix, 15. 17, 22
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thy Saviour, and thy'Sa.n'cﬁﬂer in a hearty consent to the
covenant of grace.’ .

This is thy Chmtmmty ; thy espousals with Chnst | 13
is sacramentally done in baptiem ; but till it be personally |
owned, and heartily renewed by men at age, they have no |
reason to be numbered with adult believers, nor to dream of
a part in the bleasings of the covenant. It isa pity it is not
made a more serious, solemn work, for men thus to rerew
their covenant with God. (For which I have written in a
“ Treatise of Conﬁrmatlon,” but hitherto in vain.) However,
do it seriously thyself: it is the greatest and wetgbhe:t ac-
tion of thy life.

To this end, peruse well the covesant of grace whick
is offered thee in the gospel : understand it well. In it God
offereth, notwithstanding thy sins, to be thy reconciled God
and Father in Christ, and to accept thee as a son, and an
heir of heaven.

The Son offereth to be thy Saviour, to justify thee by his
blood and grace, and teach ‘thee, and govern thee as thy
Head, in order to. thy everlasting happiness. The Holy
Spirit offereth to be thy Sanctifier, Comforter, aad Guide, to
overcome all the enmity of the devil, the world, and the
flesh, in order ta the fall accomplishment of thy salvation ;
nothing is expected of thee, in order to thy title to the be~
nefits of thie covenant, but deliberately, unfeignedly, entire-
ly to consent to it, and to continue that consent, and per-
form what thou consentest to perform, and that by the help
of the grace which will be given thee. See, therefore, that
thou well deliberate of the matter, but without delay; and
count what thom shouldst gain or lose by it. And if thou
find that theu art like to be a loser in the end, amd knowest
of any bester way, even take it, and boast of it, when thouw
hast tried the end ; hut if thow art past doubt, that theve is
no way but this, dispatch it reselutely and ser: X

And take heed of one thing, lest thou say, “ Why, this
ia no more thea every body knoweth, and than I have done
a hundred times, to give up myself in covenant to God the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” Dost thouknow it,and yet
hass thou aet done it? O hast thou dome it with thy lips,
and not unfeignedly with thy heart? Lament it as one of
thy greatest sins, that thou hast thus provokingly dallied
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with God ; and admire his mercy, that he will yet vouchsafe-
to enter into covenant with one, that hath hypocritically:
profaned his covenant. If thou hadst ever seriously thus co-
venanted and given .up thyself to God, thou wouldst not.
-have neglected him by an ungodly life, norlived after to the:
devil, the world, and the flesh, which were renounced. . I: .
tell you, the making of this Christian vow and covenant with:
God in Christ, is the act of greatest consequence of any in:
all thy life, and to be done with the greatest judgment, and
reverence, and sincerity, and foresight, and firm resolution,
of any thing that ever thou dost. And if it were done sin-:
cerely, by all that do it ignorantly, for fashion, only with.
the lips, then all professed Christians would be ‘saved;
whereas now, the abusers of that holy name and.covenant.
will have the deepest place in hell. Write it out on thy-
heart, and put thy heart and hand to it resolvedly, and stand.
' to thy consent, and all is thine own : conversion is wrought.
- when this is done.
Direct. x1v. ‘ Inpresent performance of thy covenant thh :
God, away with thy former sinful life; and .see that.thou
sin wilfully no more; but as far as thou art able, avoid the.
temptations which have deceived thee.’ .
God will never be reconciled to thy sins : if he be recon-:
ciled to thy person, it is as thou art justified by Christ, and
sanctified by the Spirit: he entertaineth thee as one that
turneth with repentance from sin to him. If thou wilfully
or negligently go on-in thy former course of sin, thou shew-
est that thou wast not smcarely resolved in thy covenant
with God. o
- - I know infirmities and imperfections will not be so easily

cast off, but will cleave to thee in thy best obedience, till‘
- the day of thy perfection come. But I speak of gross and.
~wilful sin; such as thou canst forbear, if thou be but sin-
cerely, though imperfectly, willing°.

Hast thou been a profane swearer or curser, or used to
take God’s name in vain, or used to ba.ckbntmg, slandering,:
lying, or to ribald, filthy talk? It is in thy power to forbear: .
these sins, if thou be but willing. Say not, I fall into them.
through custom before I am aware; for that is a sign that

© Nee illi falsi sunt, qui 3iversissimas res pariter expectant, ignavis volnpuxem ot
premia virtutis,  Sallust. Delph. Load. 1776. p. 131. ,

'
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-thou art not sincerely willing to forsake them. If thou
.wert truly penitent, and thy will sincerely opposite to these
sins, thou wouldst be.more tender and fearful to offend, and
resolved against them, and make a greater matter of :them,
-and abhor them, and not commit them, and say, I did it be-
fore I was -aware; no more than thou wouldst spit in the
face of thy father, or curse thy mother, or slander thy dear-
.est friend, or speak: treason against the king, and say,:1 did
it through custom before I was aware. S8in will not be so
played with by. those that have been soundly humbled for it,
-and resolved against. it. . -

Hast thou been a drunkard, or tipler, spending thy pre-
cious hours in an ale-house, prating over a pot, in the com-
pany of foolish, tempting sinners? Itis in thy power, if
thou be truly willing, to do so no more. If thou love and
choose such company, and places, and actions, and dis-
course, how canst thou say thou art willing to forsake them,
or that thy heart is changed? If thou do not love and
choose them,; how canst thou commit them, when none com-
pels thee? No.one carrieth thee to the place ; no one for-
ceth thee to sin ; if thou do it, it is because thou wilt do it, and
Jovest it. If thou be in good earnest with God, and wilt
be saved indeed, and art not content to part with heaven for
thy cupe and company, away with them presently, without

Hast thou lived in wantonness, fornication, uncleanness,
gluttony, gaming, pastimes,.sensuality, to the pleasing of
thy flesh, while thou hast displeased God? O bless the pa-
tience and mercy. of the Lord, that thou wast not cut off all
this while, and damned for thy sin before thou didst repent !
And, as thou lovest thy soul, delay no longer; but make a
stand, and go no further, not one step further in the way
‘which thou knowest leads to hell. If thou knowest that
this is the way to thy damnation,. and yet wilt go on, what
pity dost thou deserve from God.or man? .

If thou have been a covetous worldling, or an ambitious
seeker of honour or preferment in the world, so that:thy
guin, or rising, or reputation, hath been the game which thou
Mast followed, and hath taken thee up instead of God and
life eternal ;- away now. with these known deceits, and hunt
not after vanity and vexation. Thou knoweat beforehand
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what it will prove when thou bast overtaken it, and hast en-
joyed all that it can yield thee; and how useless it will be
as to thy comfort or happiness at last.

Surely, if men were willing, they are able to forbear such
sins, and to make a stand, and look before, to prevent their
misery : therefore God thus pleads with them, « Wash you,
meke you clean, put away the evil of your doings from be-
fore mine eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do wellr,” &e.
““ Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not
bread ? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Hear-
ken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and
let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and
come unto me : hear, and your soul shall live, andl will make
an everlasting covenant with you. Seek ye the Lord while
he may be found; call ye upon him while be is near. Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardond.” Christ supposeth that the foresight of judgment
may restrain men from sin, when he saith, *“ Sin no more,
lest 2 worse thing come upon thee’.” Can the presence of
men restrain & fornicator; and the presence of the judge
testrain a thief, yea, or the foresight of the assizes? And
shall not the presence of God, with the foresight of judg-
ment and damnation restrain thee? Remember, thati mpe-
nitent sin and damnation are conjoined. If you will cause
one, God will cause the other. Choose one, and you shail
not choose whether you will have the other. If you will
have the serpent, you shall have the sting.

Drirect. xv. ¢ If thou have sincerely given up thyself to God,
and consented to hie covenant, shew it, by turning the face
of thy endesvours aad conversation quite snother way, and
by seeking heaven more fervently and diligently than ever
thou soughtest the world, or fleshly pleasures.’

Holiness consisteth not in a mere forbearance of a sen-
sual life, bat principadly in living wnto God. The principle,
or heart of holiness iz within, and consisteth in the love of
God, anid of his word, and ways, and servaats, and honour,
and interest in the world, and in the soul’s delight in God,
and the word and ways of God, and in its inchmtion

P I i 16/~18. ¢ Inlv. 9,36 7 * Jobo v, 14. vl 11,
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towerds bim, and desite afler him, and care to please him,
and loathness to offend him. The expression of it in
our lives, consisteth in the constant, diligent exercise of
this internal life, according to the directions of the Word
of God. If thou be a believer, and hast subjected thy-
self to Ged, as thy absolute sovereign, king, and judge, it
will then be thy work to obey and please him, as & child his
father, or a servaat his master’. Do you think that God
will have servants, and have nothing for them todo? Will
one of you commend or reward your servant for doing no-
thing, and take it at the year’s end for a satisfactory answer
or account, if he say, I have done no harm? God calleth
you not only to do no harm, but to love and serve him with
all yoer heart, snd soul, and might. If you have a better
master than you had before, you should do more work than
you did before. Will you not serve God more zealously
than you served the devil? Will you not laboar harder to
save your souls thap youdid to damn them? Will you not
be more zealous in good, than you were in evil? “ What
fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now
ashamed? for the end of those things is death. But now
being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting lifet.”
If you are tree believers, you have now laid up your hopes
in heaven, and will therefore set yourselves to seek it, as
worldlings set themselves to seek the world. And a slug-
gish wish, with heartless, lavy, dull endeavours, is no fit
seeking of eternal joys. A creeping pace beseemeth not a
man that is in the way to heaven ; sspecially. who went fas-
terin the way to hell. This is not.running as for our lives.
You may well be diligent and make haste, where you. have
80 great encouragement and help, and where you may ex-
pect 8o good an end, and where you are sure you shall ne-
ver, in kife or death, have cause to repent of any just endea-
vours, and where every step of your way is pure, and clean,
wnd delectable, and paved with mercies, and fortified and
secared by Divine protection; and where Christ is your
conductor, and so many bave sped so well before you, and
the wisest and best in the world are your companions. Live
then as men that have changed their master, their end, their
*Mal i 6. ¢ Rom. vi. 21, 3%
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liopes, their way and work. Religion layeth not men to
sleep, though it be the only.way to rest. It awakeneth.the
sleepy soul to higher thoughts, and hopes,-and labours,
than ever it was well acquainted with before. “ He that is
in Christ, is a new creature ; old things are past away, be-
hold, all things are become new®.” You never sought which
‘would pay for all your cost and diligence till now; you ne-
ver were in a way that you might make haste in, without
rrepenting of your haste, till now. How glad should you be
-that mercy hath hrought you into.the right way, after the
. ~wanderings of such a sinful life? And your gladness and
thankfulness should now be shewed, by your cheerful dili-
gence and zeal. As Christ did not raise up Lazarus from
the dead, to do nothing, or live to little purpose  (though the
 Scripture giveth us not the history of his life); so did he
not raise you from the death of sin, to live idly, or to be un-
profitable in the world, He that giveth you his Spirit, to
be a principle of heavenly life within you, expecteth that
you stir up the gift that he hath given you, and live acoord-
ing to that heavenly principle.

Direct. xv1. ¢ Engage thyselfin the cheerful, constant use
of the means and helps appointed by God, for thy confir-
mation and salvation.’ , v
. He can never expect to attain the end, that will not be

persuaded to use the means. Of yourselves you can do no-
-thing. God giveth his help, by the means which he hath
.appointed and fitted to your help. Of the use of thege, I
shall treat more fully afterwards; I am now only to name
-them to thee, that thou mayst know what it is thou hast
“to do. .
- 1. That you must hear or read the Word of Ged, and
-other good beoks which expound it and apply it, I shewed
-you before. The new-born Christian doth incline to this,
as the new-bor child doth to the breast, «“ Laying aside all
malice, and guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings, as new-born babes that desire the sincere milk of
the word, that ye may grow thereby*.” The blessed man’s
“ delight is in the law of the Lord, and therein doth he
meditate day and mght’ ”?
2. Another means is the public woruluppmg of God in
® 2Cor.v.17.. . . . = 1Petil1,e. Y Psali. 2,8
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communion with his church and people Begides the bene-
fit of the word there preached, the prayers of the church are
effectual for the members; and it Falseth the soul to_holy
joys, to join with well ordered assemblies of the saints, in
the praises of the ‘Almighty. The assemblies of holy wor-
shippers-of God, are the places of his delight, and’ must be
the places of our delight. They are most like to the celes-
tial society, that sound forth the praises of the glorious Je:
hovah, with purest minds and cheerful voice. “In his tem-
ple doth every one speak of his glory®.” In such a choir,
what soul will not be rapt up with delight, and desire to join
in the concert and harmony? Insuch a flame of united de-
sires and praises, what soul 8o cold and dull that will not be’
inflamed, and with more than ordinary fo.clhty and alacnty'
fly up to God? ‘

3. Another means is pnvate prayer unto ‘God. When
God would tell Ananias that Paul was converted, he saith’
of him, ** Behold, he prayeth*.” Prayer is the breath of the’
new creature. The spirit of adoption given to every child’
of God is a spirit of prayer, and teacheth them to cry “ Abba,
Father,” and helpeth their infirnsities, when they know not
what to pray for as they ought, and when words are wanting,-
it (as it were) intercedeth for them with groans, which they
cannot express in words. And God knoweth the meaning
of the Spirit in those groans®. ‘The first workings of grace’
are in desires after grace, provoking the soul to fervent:
prayer, by"which more grace is speedily obtained. - * Ask,”
then, “ and ye shall have ; seek, and ye shall ﬁnd knock
and it shall be opened to you®.” :

4. Another means to be used is confession of sin ; not’
only to God (for so every wicked man may do, Because he’
knoweth that God is already acquainted with it all, and this
is no addition to his shame : he so little regardeth the eye of
God, that he is more ashamed when it is known to men):’
but in three cases, confession must be made also to man.’
L. In case you have wronged man, and are thus bound to
make him satisfaction: as if you have robbed him, deffaud-
ed him, ‘slandered him, or borne false witness against him.

¢ Pialm xxix. 9, ® Acts iz.11. ® Gal iv. 6. Rom. viil. 15. €6, $7.
¢ Lake xi. 9.
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2, Incase you are children, ox servants, that are under the
government of parents and masters, 4nd are called by them
. to give ap.agcoyns of gou; actions ;. you, are baund then tg
give a true acgount. J. In cage you have need of the coun-
sel or prayers of others, for the settling of your consciences
in.peace: in this case, yon must so far open your case to
them, as is necessary, to, their effectual help for your reco-
very. Forif they know not the disease, they. will be unfit
to apply the.remedy. In these cases, it ia true, that “he
that, covereth his sins shsll not prosper: but he that con-
fesseth and forsaketh them, shall have mercy.”
. 5. Another means to be used, is the familiar company,
and holy converse with humble, sincere, experienced Chris-
tians, The Spirit that is in them, and breathgth, and acteth,
by them, will kindle the like holy flamesin you. Away with
the company- of idle, prating, sensual men, that can talk of
nathing but their worldly wealth, or business, or their repu-~
tations, or their appetites and lusts; associate yaurselves,
with them that go the way to heaven, if you resolve your-
sclves togo init, O what a deal of difference will you find,
between these two sorts of companionsg! The one sort, if
you have any thoughts of repentance, would stifle them, and.
laugh you out of the use of your reason, into their own dis-,
tracted mirth and dotage: and if you have any serious,
thoughts of your salvation, or any inglinations to repent
and be wise, they willdo much to divert them, and hold you,
in the power and spares of satan, till it be too late: if you,
have any. zeal, or. heavenly-mindedness, they will do too,
much to quench it, and fetch down your minds to earth,
again, The other gort will speak of things of so great
weight and moment, and that with seriousness and reve-
rence, a8 will tend to raise anpd quicken your souls; and
possess you with a taste of the heavenly things whigh they
discourse of; they will encourage you by. their own expe-.
riences, and direct you by that truth which hath directed
them, and zealously communjcate what they have received :
they will pray for you, and teach yon how to pray: they
will give the example of holy, humble, obedient lives; and,
lovingly admonish you of your duties, and reprove your
sins. Ina word, as the carnal mind doth savour the things
4 Prov. xxviil. 13,
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of the flesh, and is enmity against Gad, thy ecompany of suels
will be a powerful means to infeot yau with their plagne.
and make you such, if you were escaped from them ; much
more to keep you such, if you. are nod escaped: and as they
that are spixitual, do mind the things of the Spixit, ea theiv
conwverse tendeth to: make you anded;. ds theyp
aze*. Though there gre some userw quanues and gifts: i
some that ape ungodly, and: some lamentable faults in many
that are spiritunl ; yet experience will shew yow so/great o
difference between them. in' the main, in heart amd:life, w8
will make you the more easily believe the difference thas
will be between them in the life to come.

6.. Anothser means is serious meditation on the: life to
game, and the way thereto: which, though.all eannot mas
nage. 80 methodically as some, yet all should in. some mes-
sure and season be acgpainted with. it..

7. The last means is), ta choose. some prudent, faithful
gnide: angd: connsellor for your goul, ta open those eases;
which are not fit for all to. kmpw ; and to.resolve and advise
you in cases that ave: too: hard. for you: not to lead yon
blindfold after theinterest of any seduced.ar ambitipus: men,
sor to engage you to his singular canoeits, against the Scripr
ture or the church of God; but to he t¢ yoursoul] as a.phy+
sician to your body,, or alawyer ta yqur eatates,. to-help:you
where they, are wiser then you, and where yon. naed their

Resalve now, thatinstead of your idle:company and:paer
time, your excessive cares: gud sinfil pleasures, you will
wait on. God: in the sgasonable use of: thess: humwn.nppomtn
od.means ; and you will find, that he-appointed them not in
vaim, and that you shall not lose-yourlabour.

Direot. xv11. * That in all this yon msg He sincere, amd
not.deceived by an. hypooritical change, be: sure that God

+ be.all your eonfidencs, and:all your-hopes be placed in hea-
wvan ; and that there he no secret reservain your Kearts, for
the warld and flesh; and that you divide mat-your heasts
atenspnn.God and the things below, nor take not up with.the
seligiontof an hypogtite, which giveth God what:the flesh
can. o

When the devil cannot. kesp yon from & change:ind e

¢ Rom. vill. 7, 8.
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formation, he - will seek to deceive you wnth a. superﬁcxal
change and half reformation, which goeth not to the root,
nor doth recover-the heart to God, nor deliver it entirely:
to him. . If he can by apartial, deceitful change, persuade:
you that you are truly renewed and sanctified, and fix you'
there that you go-no further, you are as surely his, as if you'
-had continued in your grosser sins. And, of all other, this is
the most common and dangerous cheat of souls, when they-
think to halve it between God and the world, and to secure
their fleshly intetest of pleasure and prosperity, and their
salvation too; and so they will needs serve God and mam-’
mon. :
- This is the- true character ofa self-decelvmg hypocrite.
He is neither so fully persuaded of the certain truth of the
Scripture and the life to come, nor yet so mortified to the
/ flesh and world, as to- take the joys of heaven for his whole
portion, and to subject all his worldly prospenty and hopes
thereunto, and to part with all things in this world, when it
is necessary to the securing of his salvation: and therefore
he'will not lose’ his hold of present things, nor forsake ‘his
worldly interest for Christ, as long as he can keep it. Nor
will he be any further religious, than may stand with his
bodily welfare; resolving never to be undone by his’godli-
ness; butin the first place to save himself, and his _prospe-
rity in the world; as long as he can: and therefore he is tfu-
ly a carnal, worldly-mmded man; being denominated from
what is predominant in him.” And yet, because he knoweth
that he must die, and for aught he knows, he may then find,
against his will, that there is another life which he must en-
ter upon ; lest the Gospel should prove true, he must have
some religion : and therefore he will take up as much as
will stand with his temporal welfare, hoping that he may
have both that and heaven hereafter; and he will be as reli-
gious es the predominant interest of the flesh will give him
. jeave. He<is resolved ratherto venture his soul, than to bé
~ here undone: and that is his first principle. But he is re-
solved to be as godly as will stand with a worldly, fleshly
life: that is his second principle. And he will hope for
heaven as the end of such a way as this: that is-his third.
Therefore he will place most-ef his religion in those things
which are most consistent with worldliness and carnality,

N
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and will not cost his flesh too dear; as being of this or that
opinion, church, or party (whether Papist, Protestant, or
some smaller party), in adhering to that party, in being
zealous for them, in acquiring. and using sach parts and
gl.fts as may make him highly esteemed by others; and
in doing such good works as cost him not too dear, and
in forbearing such sins as would prooure - his ‘disgrace
and shame, and cost his flesh dearer to ‘commit them,
than forbear them; and such other as his flesh can
spare: this is his fourth principle. And he is resolved,

when trial calleth him to part with God and his conscience,

or with the world, that he will rather let go God ‘and con- |

science, and venture upon the pains hereafter, which he thinks
to be uncertain, than to run upon a certain calamity or un-
doing here: at least, he hath no resolution to the contrary,
which will carry him out'in a day of trial: this is his fifth
principle. And his sixth principle is, That yet he will not
torment himself, or blot his name, with confessing himself
a temporizing worldling, resolved to turn any way to save
himself. And therefore he will be sufe to beliéve nothing
to be truth and duty thatis dangerous; but will furnish him-
self with arguments, to prove that itis not the will of God ;

and that sin is no sin: yes, perhaps, conscience .and duty
shall be pleaded for his sin: it shall be out of tenderness,
and piety, and charity to others, that he will sin; -and will
charge them to be the sinners, that comply not, and do not
wickedly as well as he,” He will be oné that shall first make
a controversy of every sin which his flesh’ calls necessary,
and of every duty which his flesh counts intolerably dear:
and then, when it is a controversy, and many reputed mse,
and some reputed good, are on his side, he thinks he is on
equal terms with the most honest and sincere : he hath get
a burrow for his conscience and his crédit: he will not be-
lieve hunself_ to be an hypocrite, and no one else must think
him one, lest they be uncharitablé; for then the censure
must fall on the whole party; aid thien it is sufficient to de-
fend his reputation of piety to edy, Though we differ in opi-
mion, we must not differ in affection, and must not condemn
each other for such differences' (a very great truth where
rightly applied). But what is it, O hypocrite, that makes
thee differ in cages where thy flesh is interested, rather than
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in Bny other? and why wast thou mever of that mind till
now that thy worldly thterest requireth it? end hoew cometh
it to pass, that thou art always on the gelf-saving opinion?
snd whence is it that thow consaltest with those enly that
are of the opinibn that theu desirest should be true, and ei-
ther not at ull, or partially and slightly, with those that are
against it? Wast thou.ever .comscious to thyself, that thon
hesat ncoounted what it might cost thee to be saved, and
reckoned on the worst, and resolved in the strength of grace
to go through all? Didst theu ever meddle with much of
the self-denying part of religien, or any duties that would
cost thee dear? May not thy conscience tell thee, that
thou newver didst believe that thou shouldst suffer much for
thy religion ; that is, thou hadst e secret purpose to avoid it?

O sirs! take warning from the mouth of Christ, who hath
%0 oft and plainly warned you of this sin and danger! and
told yon how neceseary self-denial, and a suffering disposi-
tiom is, t9 all that are his disciples; and that the worldly,
fleahly prineiple, predominant in the hypocrite, is manifest
by his self-saving course: he inust take up his cross, and
follow kim in a conformity to his sufferings, that will indeed
be his disciple. We must suffer with him, if we will reign
with bhim’. “ He that received the seed into stony places, the
same is be that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiv-
eth it, yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for 4
while; for when tribulation or persecation ariseth because
of the word, by and by he is offended. He also that receiv-
ed seod among the thorns, is he that heareth the word, and
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke
the word,and he becometh unfruitfuls.” If thou have not
taken heavea for thy part, and art not resolved to let go all
that wotild keep thee from it, I must say to thy conscienoe;
as Christ te one .of thy predecessors, * Yet lackest thou one
thing®,” and such & one, as thou wilt find of flat necessity
to thy salvation. Aad it is likely some trying time, ¢ven in
this life, will detect thine hypocrisy, and meke thee * go
away sarrowful,” for thy riches’sake, as he did'. Ifgodliness
with contentment seem not sufficient gain to thee, thou wilt
make thy gain go instead of godliness ; that is, thy gain shall
be next thy heart, and have the precedency which godliness

¢ Bom. will, 17. 18,  Matt. xili. €0—22. ® Luke xviil. 22,
§ Ver. 883.
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should have, and thy gain shall choose thee thy religion, and
overtule thy conscience, ahd sway thy life. :

O sirs ! take waming by the ‘apostates, and témporizing
hypocrites, that have looked behind them ; and with Demas,
for the world forsaken their duty, and are et up by justice
as pillars of ‘salt, for your warning ‘ahd remembrance. And
#8 ever ‘i:u would make gure work in turning to God, and
escape the too late repentance of the hypocrite, see that you
go to the root, and resign the'world to the will of God,—and
reckon what it may cost you to be followers of Christ,—and
look not after any portion, but the favour of God, and life
eternal,—and see that therebe no secretreserve in your hearts
for your worldly interest orprosperity,—and think not of halv-
ing it between God and the world, nor making yout religion
tompliant with the ‘desires and interest of the flesh. ‘Take
God as eneugh for you; yea,as all, ot else you take him not
s your God. ‘ : B

Direct. xvin. * If you would prove true converts, come
ovet to God as your Rather and felicity, with desire and de-
light, and close with Christ, as yout only Saviour, with
thankfulness and joy; and setupon the way of godliness
with pleasure and alacrity, as your exceeding privilege, and
the only way of profit, honout, and content: and do it not
as against your wills, as those that had rather do otherwise
if they darst, and account the service of God an unsuitable
and unpleasant thing. ' o

You are wever truly .changed, till yotir hearts bé chahged :
and the heart is not changed, till the will or love be changed.
Fear is not the man: but usually is mixed with unwilling-
ness and dislike, and so is contrary to that which is indeed
the man. Though fear may do much for you, it will not do
enough : it is oft more sensible than love, even in the best,
as being more passionate and violent: but yet there is no
more acceptableness in all, than there is will or love*. God
sent not soldiets, or inquisitora, dor persecutors, to convert
the world by working upon their fear, and driving them

& Pudiils fitacr eft irraonabills, &t «d ittationabilte constitutds, sed énth pracipie
‘qfi cam QGplinh W 'redts witioie consimit, ¢hjes propridm éit teveretia. Qbi
eniln propter Christum ¢t doctrinam g Deum timet, cum reverentin'el ssljectss
est; cum ille qui per verbera aliaque tormenta timet Deum, pessibilem timorem bha-
bere videtur. Didymus Alex. in Pet. 1.
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upon that. which they take to bg a mischief to them: but
he sent poor preachers, that had no matter of worldly fears
or hopes to move their auditors with; but had authority
from Christ to offer them eternal life ; and who were to con«
vert the world, by proposing to them the best and most de-
sirable condition, and shewing them where is the true feli-
city ; and proving the certainty and excellency of it to them,
and working upon their love, desire, and hope. God will
. motbe your God against your wills, while you esteem him as
the devil, that is, only terrible and hurtful to you; and take
his service for a slavery, and had rather be from hlm, and
serve the world and the flesh, if it were not for fear of being
damned. He will be feared as great, and holy, and just:
but he will also be loved as good, and holy, and merciful,
‘and every way suited to the felicity and rest of souls. If
you take not God to be better than the creature, (and better
to you,) and heaven to be better for you than earth, and ho-
liness than sin, you are not converted : but, if you do, then
shew it by your willingness, alacrity, and delight. Serve
him with gladness and cheerfulness of heart, as one that
‘hath found the way of life, and never had cause of gladness
until now. If you see your servant do all his work with
groans, and tears, and lamentations, you will not think he i is
well pleased with his master and his work. Come to God
willingly, with your hearts, or you come not to him indeed
at all. You must either make him and his service your de-
light, or at.least your desire, as a.pprehendmg him most fit
to be your delight, so far as you enjoy him..
" Direct. x1x. * Remember still that conversion is the
‘turning from your carnal selves to God ; and therefore that
"it engageth you in a perpetual opposition to your own cor-
rupt conceits and wills, to mortify and annihilate them, and
‘captivate them wholly to the holy word and will of God.’
Think not that your conversion dispatcheth all thatis to
be done in order to your salvation.” No: it is but the be-
ginning of your work (that is, of your delight and happi-
ness) ; youare but engaged by it, to that which must be per-
formed throughout all your lives; it entereth you into the
right way, not to sit down there, but to go on till you come
to the desired end. It entereth you into Christ’s army, that
afterwards you may there win the crown of life; and the
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great enemy that you engage against, is yourselves. ‘There
will still be & law in your members, rebelling agdinst the
law that the Holy Ghost hath put into your minds: your
own conceits and your own wills are the great rebels against
Christ, and enemies of your sanctification. Therefore it
must be your resolved, daily work to mortify them, and
bring them clean over to the mind and will of God, which is
their rule and end. If you feel any conceits arising in you
that are contrary to the Scripture, and quarrel with the word
of God, suppress them as rebellious, and give them not li-
berty to cavil with your Maker, and malapertly dispute with
your Governorand Judge, but silence them, and force them re-
verently to submit. If you feel anywdl in you contrary to your
Creator’s will, and that there is something which you would
have or do, which God is against, and hath forbid you, re-
member now how great a part of your work it is, to fly for
help to the Spirit of grace, and to destroy all such rebellious
desires. Think it not enough; that you can bear the denial
of those desires; but presently destroy the desires them-
selves. For if you let alone the desires, they may at last
lay hold upon their prey, before you are aware: or if you
should be guilty of nothing but the desires themselves, it is
no small iniquity; being the corruption of the heart, and
the rebellion and adultery of the principal faculty, which
shonld be kept loyal -and chaste to God. The crossness of
tby will to the will of God, is the sum of all the impiety and
evil of the soul; and the subjection and conformity of thy
will to his, is the heart of the new creature, and of thy rec-
titude and sanctification. Favour not, therefore, any self-con-
ceitedness or self-willedness, nor any rebelliousness against
the mind and will of God, any more than you would bear
with the disjointing of your bones, which will be little for
your ease or use, till they are reduced to their proper place.
Direct. xx. Lastly, ¢ Be sure that you renounce all con-
ceit of self-sufficiency or merit, in any thing you do, and
wholly rely on the Lord Jesus Christ, as your Head, and
Life, and Saviour, and Intercessor with the Father.’
Remember that “ without him ye can do nothing'.”
Nor can any thing you do be acceptable to God, any other
way than in him, the beloved Son, in whom he is well pleas-
! John zv. 5,
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ed. Asyour persons had never been accepted but in him,
no more ean any of your sérvices. All your tepentings, if
you had wept out your eyes for sin, would not have satis-
fied the justice of God, hror procured you pardon and justi~
fication, without the satisfaction and rmerit of Christ. If he
had not fitst taken away the sims of the world, and recon-
ciled them so far to God, as to procure and tender them the
perdon and salvation contained ift his covemant, there had
been no place for your repentance, nor faith, nor prayers,
nor endeavours, as to-any hope of your salvation. Your be-
ieving would not fave saved you, nor indeed krad any justi-
fying objeet, if he had not purchased you the promise and
gift of pardon and salvation to all believers.

Objection. Bat, perhaps, you will say, “That if we had
loved God, without a Saviour, we should have been saved ;
for God cannot hate and damn those that love him’ To
which I answer, You could not have loved God as God,
without & Saviourt to have loved him as the giver of your
worldly prosperity, With a love tubordimate to the love of
sin ‘and your carnel selves, and to love him as one that you
imagine 8o unholy and unjust, as to give you leave to sin
against him, and prefer every vanity before him, this is not
to love God, but to love an ithage of your own fantasy ; nor
will it at all procure your salvation. But to Yove him as
your God and happiness, with a superlative love, you could
never huve done without a Saviour. For, 1. Objectively ;
God being not your reconciled father, but your enemy, en<
gaged in justice to damn you for ever, you could not love
him as thus telated to you, because he could not seem
amiable to you; and therefore the damned hate him as
theit destroyer, as the thief or mutrderer hates the judge.
2. And as to the efficiency; your blinded minds, and de-
praved wills could nevet have been restoted so far to their
tectitude, as to have loved God as God, without the teach-
ing of Chtist, and the renewing, sanctifying work of his
Spirit. And without a Saviour, you could mever have ex-
pected this gift of the Holy Ghost. So that your supposi-
tron itself is groundless.

3. Indeed conversionis your implanting into Christ, and
your uniting to him, and marriage with him, that he may be
your life, and help, and hope. “ He is the way, the truth,

i
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and the lifoc andnoman-comethto the Fathet, but by him™.”
~@God heth given us eternal life, and fhis kife is in his Son:
he that hath the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the
8on, bath not life~” "He is the Vine, and ye are the
branches : s the branch cannot beat frait of itself, except it
abide in the Vine, 80 neither can ye, except ye'abide in him:
ke that abideth not in-Christ, is cast forth as 4 branch, and
withered, to be burned®.” AH your life and help is in him,
2md from him: without Christ, you cannot believe in the
Father, as in one that will shew you any saving mercy, but
only as the devils, that believe him just, and tremble at his
justice. Without Christ, you cannotlove God, nor have any
lively apprehrensions of his love. Without Christ, you ¢an
have no hope of heaven, and therefore no endeavours for 1.
Without him, yon cannot come near to God in prayet, as
having no confidence, because ny admittance, acceptance,
er hope. Without him, how temible are the thoughts of
death, which in him we see a8 4 conquered thing : and when
we remember that he was dead, and is now alive, and the Lord
of life, and hath the keys of death and hell, with what bold-
ness may we lay down this flesh, and suffer death to undress
our souls! It is only in Christ that we can comfortably think
of the world to come ; when we remember that he must be
our Judge, and that in our hature, glorified, he is now in the
highest, Lord of all; and that he is * preparing a place for
us, and will come again to take us to himself, that where he
is, there we may be also?.” Alas! without Christ, we know
not how to live an hour; nor can have hope or peace in any
thing we have or do ; nor look with comfort either upward
or downward, to God, or the creature} nor think, without
terrors of our sins, of God, or of the life tocome. Resolve,
therefore, that as true converts, you are wholly to live upon
Jesus Christ, and to do all that you do by his Spirit and
strength ; and to expect all your acceptance with God, upon
his account. When other men are reputed philosophers, or
wise, for some unsatisfactory knowledge of these transito
things, do you desire to know nothing but a crucified, an
glorified Christ: study him, and take him (objectively) for
your wisdom. When othermen have confidence in the Hesh,
and in their shew of wisdom, in will-worship, and humility,
= Jobnaiv.6. » 1Johnv.11,18.  © John xv.4=6. P Jobnxiv. 3,
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after the commandments and doctrines of menS9, and would
establish their own righteousness, do you rejoice in Christ
your righteousness ; and.set continually before your eyes,
his doctrine and example, as your rule: look still to Jesus,
the author and finisher of your faith, who contemned all the
glory of the world, and trampled upon its vanity, and sub-
jected himself to a life of suffering, and made himself of no
reputation, but “for the joy that was set before him, endured
the cross, desp\smg the shame,” and underwent the contra-
diction of sinners against himself. Live so, that you may
truly say as Paul, ““I am crucified with Christ : nevertheless
I'live: yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life which
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me*.”

. Havmg given you these d.lrectlons, I most earnestly be-
seech you to peruse and practise them, that my, labour may
not rise upas a witness against you, which I intend for your
conversion and salvation. Think on it, whether this be an
unreasonable course, or an unpleasant life, or a thing un-
necessary ? and what is reasonable, necessary and pleasant,
if this be not?

And if you meet with any of those distracted sxnners, that

would deride you from Christ and your salvation, and say,
« this is the way to make men mad,’ or, *this is more ado
than needs ;’ I will not stand here to manifest their brutish-
ness and wnckedness, having largely done it already, in my
book called, “ A Saint or a Brute,” and “Now or Never,”
and in the third part of the * Saints’ Rest:” but only I desire
thee, as a full defensative against all the pratings of the
enemies of a holy, héavenly life, to take good notice but of
these three things. -
* 1. Mark well, the language of the holy Scnptures, and see
whether it speak not contrary to these men: and bethink thee
whether God or they be wiser, and whether God or they must
be thy Judge ?

2. Mark, whether these men do not change thenr minds,
and turn their tongues when they come to die? Or think
whether they will not change their minds, when death hath
sent them into that world where there is none of these deceits ?
And think whether thou shouldst be moved with that man’s

q Col.u 20~=23. ... F Galii, 0.
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words, that will shortly change his mind himself, and wish he
had never spoke such words*?

3. Observe well, whether their own profession do not
condemn them ; and whether the very thing that they hate
the godly for, be not that they are serious in practising that
which these malignants themselves profess as their religion?,
And are fthey not then notorious hypocrltes, to profess to
believe in God; and yet scorn at those that “ diligently séek’
him ? to profess faith in Christ, and hate those that obey
him? to profess to believe in the Holy Ghiost as thé sanctifier,
and yet hate and ‘scorn his sanctifying work ? To profess to-
believe the day of judgment and everlasting torment of the’
ungodly, and-yet to deride those that endeavour to escape it?
to profess to believe that heaven is prepared for the godly,
and yet scorn at those that make it the chief business-of
their lives to attain it? to profess to take the holy Scriptures:
for God’s word and law, and yet to scorn those that obey it?
to pray after each of the ten commandments, “ Lord have
mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law,” and
yet to hate all those that desire and endeavour to keep them?
What impudent hypocrisy is joined with this malignity !
Mark, whether the greatest diligence of the most godly be’
not justified by the formal profession of those very men that’
hate ahd scorn them? The difference between them is, that
the gd”{-profess Christianity in good earnest, and-when they
say what they believe, they believe as they'say : but the un-
godly customarily, and for company, take on them to be
Christians when they are not, and by their own mouths
condemn_themselves, and hate and oppose the serious.

pncuoew which' they say they do-themselves believe *;

. umnmmmmmmmwmmuu,m’
erected a beasen statue for his wemorial.
" ¢ Acosta sith, that he that will be a pastor to the Indians, must not only resist the
devil and the flesh, but must resist the custom of men which is grown powerful by
time and muhtitnde : and must oppose his breast to receive the darts of the envious
and malevolent, who, if they see any thing contrary to their profane fashion, they cry -
out, a traitor! an hypocrite! an enemy! lib. 4. c. 15. p. 404, It socms among papista.
and barberians, the Serpent’s seed do hiss in the same manner against the good
ameng themscives, as they do against us, : .





