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CHAPTER II

Directions to Young Christians, or Beginners in Religim:,
Sfor their Establishment and Safe Proceeding *.

Berork I come to the common Directions, for the exercise
of grace, and walking with God, containing the common
duties of Christianity, I shall lay down some previous in-
structions, proper to those that are but newly entered into
religion ; presupposing what is said in my book of Directions
to those that are yet under the work of conversion, to pre-
vent their miscarrying by a false or superficial change.

Direction 1. * Take heed, lest it be the novelty or reputation
of truth and godliness, that takes with you, more than the
solid evidence of their excellency and necessity : lest, when
the novelty and reputation are gone, your religion wither and
consume away.’

It is said of John and the Jews, by Christ, “He was a
burning and a shining light, and ye were willing for a season
to rejoice in his light®.” All men are affected most, with
things that seem new and strange to them. It is not only
the infirmity of children, that are pleased with new clothes,
and new toys and games ; but even to graver, wiser persons,
new things are most affecting, and commonness and custom
dulls delight. Our habitations, and possessions, and ho-
nours, are most pleasing to us at the first; and every con-
dition of life, doth most affect us at the first. If nature were
not much for novelty, the publishing of news-books would
not have been so gainful a trade so long, unless the matter
had been truer, and more desirable. Hence it is, that
changes are so welcome to the world, though they prove,
ordinarily, to their cost. No wonder then, if religion be the
more acceptable, when it comes with this advantage. When
men first hear the doctrine of godliness, and the tidings of
another world, by a powerful preacher opened and set home,
no wonder if things of so great moment affect them for a
time. It is said of them that received the seed of God’s

s I bave since written a book on this subject, to which 1 refer the reader for fuller

direction.
® Jobn v. 35.
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Word as into stony ground, that  forthwith it sptung up”
and they ‘“anon with joy received it¢;” but it quickly
withered for want of rooting. These kind of hearers can no
more delight, still in one preacher, or one profession, or way,
than a glutton in one dish, or an adulterer in one harlot;
for it is but a kind of sensual or natural pleasure that they
have in the highest truths ; and all such delight must be fed
with novelty, and variety of objects. The Athenians were
inquisitive after Paul’s doctrine, as novelty, though after,
they rejected it, as seeming to them incredible. ‘May we
know what this new doctrine whereof thou speakest, is ? for
thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would
know therefore, what these things mean. (For all the
Athenians and strangers which were there, spent their time in
nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing4).”

To this kind of professors, the greatest truths grow out
of fashion, and they grow weary of them, as of dull and or-
dinary things : they must have some new light, or new way
of religion, that lately came in fashion : theirsouls are weary
of that manna, that at first was acceptable to them, as angel’s
food. Old things seem low, and new things high to them ;
and to entertain some novelty in religion, is to grow up to
more maturity : and too many such, at last so far overthrive
their old apparel, that the old Christ, and old Gospel are left
behind them.

The light of the Gospel is more speedily communicated,
than the heat : and this first part being more acceptable to
them, is soon received : and religion seemeth best to them at
first. At first they have the light of knowledge alone : and
then they have the warmth of a new and prosperous pro-
fession. There must be some time for the operating of the
heat, before it burneth them : and then they have enough,
* and cast it away in as much haste as they took it up. If
preachers would only lighten, and shoot no thunderbolts,
even a Herod himself would ** hear them gladly, and do many
things after them:” but when their Herodias is meddled
with, they cannot bearit. If preachers would speak only
to men’s fancies or understandings, and not meddle too
smartly with their hearts, and lives, and carnal interests, the
world would bear them, and hear them as they do stage-

¢ Matt. xiii. 5. 20. 4 Acts xvii. 19—21.
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players, or at least as lectures in philosophy, or physic. A
sermon that hath nothing but some general, toothless notions,
in @ handsome dress of words, doth seldom procure offence
or persecution. It is rare that such men’s preaching is dis-
tasted by carnal hearers, or their persons hated for it. «It
is a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold the sun *;” but not
to be scorched by its heat.  Christ himself at a distance, as
promised, was greatly desired by the Jews; but when he
came, they could not bear him : his doctrine and life were
so contrary to their expectations. ““The Lord whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple even the Messen-
ger of the Covenant whom ye delight in: behold, he shall
come, saith the Lord of Hosts. But who may abide the day
of his coming 7 and who shall stand when he appeareth? for
he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap’” Many
when they come first (by profession) to Christ, do little think
that he would cast them into the fire, and refine them, and
purge away their dross, and cast them anew into the mould
of the Gospels. Many will play awhile by the light, that
will not endure to be melted by the fire,. When the preacher
cometh once to this, he is harsh, and intolerable, and loseth
all the praise which he had won before, and the pleasing no--
velty of religion is over with them. The Gospel is sent to
make such work in the soul and life, as these tender persons
will not endure. Itmust captivate every thought to Christ,
and kill every lust and pleasure whichis against his will; and
put a new and heavenly life into the soul. It must possess
men with deep and lively apprehensions of the great things
of eternity. It is not wavering, dull opinions, that will raise
and carry on the soul, to such vigorous, constant, victorious
action, as is necessary to salvation. When the Gospel
cometh to the heart, to do this great, prevailing work, then
these men are impatient of the search and smart, and pre-
sently have done with it. They are like children, that love
the book, for the gilding and fineness of the cover, and take
it up as soon as any; butitisto play with, and not to learn :
they are weary of it when it comes to that. At first many
come to Christ with wonder, and will needs be his servants,
for something in it that seemeth fine : till they hear that the
Son of Man hath not the accommodation of the birds or
¢ Eccles, xi. 7. ! Mal. iii. 1—3. ¢ Rom. vi. 17.
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foxes; and that his doctrine and way hath an enmity to their
worldly, fleshly interest, and then they are gone. They first
entertained Christ, in compliment, thinking that he would
please them, or not much contradict them; but when they
find that they®have received a guest, that will rule
them, and not be ruled by them, that will not suffer them
to take their pleasure, nor enjoy their riches, but hold them
to a life which they cannot endure, and even undo them in
the world, he is then no longer a-guest for them. Whereas,
if Christ had been received as Christ, and truth and godli-
ness deliberately entertained, for their well discerned excel-
lency and necessity, the deep rooting would have prevented
this apostasy, and cured such hypocrisy.

But, alas! poor Ministers find, by sad experience, that
all prove not saints that flock to hear them, and make up
the crowd ; nor that “for a season rejoice in their light,”

‘and magmfy them, and take their parts. The blossom hath

its beauty and sweetness ; but all that blossometh, or ap-
peareth in the bud, ‘doth not come to perfect fruit: some
will be blasted, and some blown down; some nipt with

frosts ; some eaten by worms ; some quickly fall ; and some

hang on, till the strongest blasts do cast them down: some
are deceived and poisoned by false teachers ; some by world-
ly cares, and the deceitfulness of riches become unfruitful,

and are turned aside : the lusts of some had deeper rooting
than the Word ; and the friends of some had greater inte-
rest in them than Christ, and therefore they forsake him to

satisfy their importunity : some are corrupted by the hopes

of preferment, or the favour of man: some feared from Christ
by their threats and frowns, and choose to venture on dam-
nation, to escape persecution: and some are so worldly
wise, that they can see reason to remit their zeal, and can
save their souls and bodies too ; and prove that to be their
duty, which other men call sin (if the end will but answer
their expectations) : and some grow weary of truth and du-
ty, as a dull and common thing, being not supplied with
that variety, which might still continue the delights of no-
velt,

z'et mistake not what I have said, as if all the affection
furthered by novelty, and abated by commonness and use,
were a sign that the person is but an hypocrite. I know
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that there is something in the nature of man, remaining in
the best, which disposeth us to be much more passionately
affected with things, when they seem new to us, and are
first apprehended, than when they are old, and we have
known or used them long. There is not, I believe, one man.
of a thousand, but is much more delighted in the light of
truth, when it first appeareth to him, than when it is trite,
and familiarly known; and is much more affected with a
powerful Minister at first, than when he hath long sat under
him. The same sermon, that even transported them at the
first hearing, would affect them less, if they had heard it
preached an hundred times. Fhe same books, which greatly
affected us at the first or second reading, will affect us less
when we have read them over twenty times. The same words
of prayer, that take much with us when seldom used, do less
move our affections, when they are daily used all the year.
At our first conversion, we have more passionate sorrow for
our sin, and love to the godly, than we can afterwards retain.
And all this is the case of learned and unlearned, the sound
and unsound, though not alike. Even heaven itself is spo-
ken of by Christ, as if it did participate of this, when he
saith, that “ joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that re-
penteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, that
need no repentances.” And I know, itis the duty of Minis-
ters to take notice of this disposition in their hearers, and
not to dull them with giving them still the same, but to pro-
fit them by a pleasant and profitable variety : not by preach-
ing to them another Christ, or a new Gospel : it is the same
God, and Christ, and Spirit, and Scripture, and the same
heaven, the same church, the same faith, and hope, and
repentance, and obedience, that we must preach to them,
as long as we live: though they say, we have heard this an
hundred times, let them hear it still, and bring them not a
new creed. If they hear so oft of God, and Christ, and
heaven, till by faith, and love, and fruition, they attain them
as their end, they have heard well. But yet thereis a grate-
ful variety of subordinate particulars, and of words, and
methods, and seasonable applications, necessary to the
right performance of our ministry, and to the profiting

¢ Luke xv. 7. 10.
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of the flocks: though the physician use the same apothe-
cary’s shop, and dispensatory, and drugs, yet how great a
variety must he use of compositions, and times, and manner
of administration ?

. But for all this, though the best are affected most with
things that seem new, and are dulled with the long and fre-
quent use of the same expressions, yet they are never weary
of the substance of their religion, so as to desire a change.
And though they are not so passionately affected with the
same sermons, and books, or with the thoughts, or men-
tion of the same substantial matters of religion, as at first
they were ; yet do their judgments more solidly and tena-
ciously ‘embrace them, and esteem them, and their wills as
resolvedly adhere to them, and use them, and in their lives
they practise them, better than before. Whereas, they that
take up their religion but for novelty, will lay it down when
it ceaseth to be new to them, and must either change for a
newer, or have none at all®,

And as unsound are they, that are religious, only because
their education, or their friends, or the laws, or judgment
of their rulers, or the custom of the countty, hath made it
necessary to their reputation. These are hypocrites at the
first setting out, and therefore cannot be saved by continu-~
ance in such carnal religiousness as this. I know law, and
custom, and education, and friends, when they side with
godliness, are a great advantage to it, by affording helps,
and removing those impediments that might stick much with
carnal minds. But truth is not your own, till it be received
in its proper evidence ; nor your faith divine, till you believe
what you believe, because God is true who doth reveal it;
nor are you the children of God, till you love him for him-
self; nor are you truly religious, till the truth and goodness
of religion itself, be the principal thing that maketh you rez
ligious. It helpeth much to discover a man’s sincerity,
when he is not only religious among the religious, butamong
the profane, and the enemies, and scorners, and persecutors
of religion : and when a man doth ‘not pray only in a pray-
ing family, but among the prayerless, and the deriders of
fervent, constant prayer: and when a man is heavenly among

b Fere idem itaque exitus est odii et amoris insani. Senec. de Bea. lib. vi. c. 25.
Els. 1649, p. 511.
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them that are earthly; and temperate among the intempe-
rate and riotous; and holdeth the truth among those that
reproach it, and that hold the contrary : when a man is not
carried only by a stream of company, or outward advantages
to his religion; nor avoideth sin for want of a temptation ;
but is religious, though against the stream, and innocent
when cast, unwillingly, upon temptations; and is godly
where godliness is accounted singularity, hypocrisy, fac-
tion, humour, discbedience, or heresy: and will rather let
go the reputation of his honesty, than his honesty itself.

Direct. 11. “ Take heed of being religious only in opi-
nion, without zeal, and holy practice; or only in zealous
affection, without a sound, well-grounded judgment : but
see that judgment, zeal, and practice be conjunct.

Of the first part of this advice (against bare opinionative
religion), I have spoken already, in my “ Directions for a
Sound Conversion.” To change your opinions, is an easier
matter than to change the heart and life. A holding of the
truth, will save no man, without a love and practice of the
truth. Thisis the meaning of St. James, where he speaketh
so much of the unprofitableness of a dead, ineffectual belief,
that worketh not by love, and commandeth not the soul to
practice and obedience. To believe that there is a God,
while you neglect him, and disobey him, is unlike to please
him. To believe that there is a heaven, while you neglect
it, and prefer the world before it, will never bring you thi-
ther. To believe your duty, and not to perform it; and to
believe that sin is evil, and yet to live in it; is to sin with
aggravation, and have no excuse, and not the way to be ac-
cepted or justified with God. To be of the same beliefwith
holy men, without the same hearts and conversations, will
never bring you to the same felicity. * He that knoweth his
master’s will, and doth it not, shall be” so far from being ac-
cepted for it, that he shall be “ beaten with many stripes.” To
believe that holiness and obedience is the best way, will ne-
ver save the disobedient and unholy.

And yet if judgment be not your guide, the most zeal-
ous affections will but precipitate you; and make you run,
though quite out of the way, like the horses when they have
cast the coachman or the ridera’. To ride post when you

* Scientia qum est remota & justicia, calliditas potius quam sspieatia appellanda
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are quite out of the way, is but laboriously to lose your
time, and to prepare for. farther labour. TheJews that per-’
secuted Christ and his apostles, had the testimony of Paul
himself, that they had a “ zeal of God, but not according to
knowledge.” And Paul saith of the deceivers and troublers
of the Galatians (whom he wisheth even cut off), that they
did zealously affect them, but not well*. And he saith of
himself, while he persecuted the Christians to prison and to-
death, « I was zealous towards God as ye are all this day'.”
Was not the Papist, St. Dominick, that stirred up the per-
secution against the Christians in France and Savoy, to the
murdering of many thousands of them, a very zealous man?
And are not the butchers of the Inquisition zealous men?
And were not the authors of the third Canon of the General
Council at the Lateran, under Pope Innocent the Third, very
zealous men, who decreed that the Pope should depose tem-
poral lords, and give away their dominions, and absolve
their subjects, if they would not exterminate the godly,
called heretics? Were not the Papists’ powder-plotters zeal-
ous men? Hath not zeal caused many of later times, to rise
up against their lawful governors? and many to persecute
the church of God, and deprive the people of their faithful
pastors without compassion on the people’s souls? Doth
not Christ say of such zealots, ¢ The time cometh, when
whosoever killeth you will think he doth God service™®,”
(or offereth a service acceptable to God.) Therefore Paul
saith, ¢ It is good to be zealously affected always in a good
thing®.” Shewing you that zeal indeed is good, if sound
judgment be its guide. “Your first question must be, Whe-
ther you are in the right way? and your second, Whether
you go apace? It is sad to observe what odious actions are
committed; in all ages of the world, by the instigation of
misguided zeal? And what a shame an imprudent zealot is
to his profession, while making himself ridiculous in the
est, P.Scalig. The imprudencies of well-meaning men, have done as much hurt to
the church sometimes, as the persecution of enemies. e. g. When Constantiue, the son
of Constans, was emperor, some busy men would prove, from the orthodox doctrine
of the Trinity, that his two brethren, Tiberius and Heraclius, should reign with him :
saying, Si in Trinitate credimus, tres etiam coronemus; which cost the.chief of them
a hanging. Abbas Urspergens. edit. Melanct. p. 162.

k Rom. x. 2. Galiv. 17. -V Acts xxii. 3, 4. = John xvi. 2.
n Gal.iv. 18 ’
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eyes of the adversaries, he brings his profession itself into
contempt, and maketh the ungodly think that the religious
are but a company of transported, brain-sick zealots ; and
thus are hardened to their perdition. How many things
doth unadvised affection provoke well-meaning people to, .
that afterwards will be their shame and sorrow.

Labour therefore for knowledge, and soundness of un-
derstanding ; that you may know truth from falsehood,
good from evil ; and may walk confidently, while you walk
safely ; and that you become not a shame to your profes-
sion, by a furious prosecution of that which you must af-
terwards confess to be an error ; by drawing others to that
which you would afterwards wnsh that you had never known
yourselves. And yet see that all your knowledge have its’
efficacy, upon your heart and life; and take every truth as
an instrument of God, to reveal himself to you, or to draw
your heart to him, and conform you to his holy will.

Direct. 111.  Labour to understand the true method of di-
vinity, and see truths in their several degrees and order;
that you take not the last for the first, nor the lesser for
the greater. Therefore see that you be well grounded in
the catechism; and refuse not to learn some catechism that
is sound and full and keep it in memory while you live.’

Method, or right order, exceedingly helpeth understand-
ing, memory, and practice®. Truths have a dependence on
each other ; the lesser branches spring out of the greater,
and those out of the stock and root. Some duties are but
means to other duties, or subservient to them, and to be
measured accordingly ; and if it be not understood which is
the chief, the other cannot be referred to it. When two
things, materially good, come together, and both cannot be
done, the greater must take place, and the lesser is no duty
at that time, but a sin, as preferred before the greater
Therefore it is one of the commonest difficulties among
cases of conscience, to know which duty is the greater, and
to be preferred. Upon this ground, Christ healed on the
sabbath-day, and pleaded for his disciples rubbing the ears

© Opus est impeimis duplici catechismo : uno compendario et brevi quem memo-
riter addiscant ; ubi samme sit egrum omniam que ad fidem et mores Christiano
sunt necessaria : altero uberiore, ubi eadem amplius, dilucidiusque dicantur, et copiosus
ooufirmentur: wt ille prior discipulis potius, hic posterior ipsis praeceptoribus usu sit.

Acosts, lib. v. c. 14. p. 490.
voL. 11, R
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of corn, and for David’s eating the shew-bread, and telleth
them, that “ the sabbath was made for man, and not man
for the sabbath, and that God will have mercy, and not
sacrifice.”

Divinity is a curious, well-composed frame. As itis not
enough that you have all the parts of your watch or clock,
but you must see that every part be in its proper place, or
else it will not go or answerits end; so it is not enough that
you know the several parts of Divinity or duty, unless you
know them in their true order and place. You may be con-
founded before you are aware, and led into many dangerous
errors, by mistaking the order of several truths; and you
may be misguided into heinous sins, by mistaking the de-
grees and order of duties. As when duties of piety and
charity seem to be competitors : and when you, think that
the commands of men contradict the commands of God:
and when the substance and the circumstances or modes of
duty are in question before you as inconsistent: or when
the means seemeth to cease to be a means, by crossing of
the end : and in abundance of such cases, you cannot easily
conceive what a snare it may prove to you to be ignorant
of the methods and ranks of duty.

Objection. If that be so, what man can help being con-
founded in his religion, when there be so few that observe
any method at all, and few that agree in method, and none
that hath published a scheme or method so exact and clear
as to be commonly approved by Divines themselves. What
then can ignorant Christians do?

- Answer. Divinity is like a tree that hath one trunke,
and thence a few greater arms or boughs, and thence a
thousand smaller branches : or like the veins, or nerves, or
arteries in the body, that have first one or few trunks di-
vided into more, and those into a few more, and those into
more, till they multiply at last into more than can easily be
seen or numbered. Now it is easy for any man to begin at
the chief trunk, and to discern the first divisions, and the
next, though not to comprehend the number and order of
all extreme and smaller branches. So is it in Divinity : it
is not very hard to begin at the unity of the eternal God-

P Stoici dicunt virtutes sibi invicem ita esse connexas, ut qui auam habuerit, omnes
habeat, Diog. Laert. in Zenone, lib. vii, segm.125. p.444.
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head, and see there a trinity of persons, and of primary at-
tributes, and of relations; and to arise to the principal
attributes and works of God as in these relations, and to the
relations of man to God, and to the great duties of these re-
lations, to discern God’s covenants and chiefest laws, and
the duty of man in obedience thereto, and the judgment of
God in the execution of his sanctions: though yet many
particular truths be not understood. And he that begin-
neth and proceedeth as he ought, doth know methodically
so much as he knoweth; and he is in the right way to the
knowledge of more: and the great mercy of God hath laid
80 great a necessity on us to know these few points that are
easily known, and so much less need of knowing the many
small particulars, that a mean Christian may live uprightly,
and holy, and comfortably, that well understandeth his ca-
techism, or the creed, Lord’s prayer, and ten command-
ments, and may find daily work and consolation in the use
of these.

A sound and well-composed catechism, studied well and
kept in memory, would be a good measure of knowledge to
ordinary Christians, and make them solid and orderly in
their understanding, and in their proceeding to the smaller
points ; and would prevent a great deal of error and mis-
carriage, that many by ill teaching are cast upon, to their-
own and the churches’ grief! Yea, it were to be wished,
that some teachers of late had learned so much and orderly
themselves.

Direct. 1v. ¢ Begin not too early with controversies in
religion : and, when you come to them, let them have but
their due proportion of your time and zeal : but live daily
upon these certain, great substantials, which alt Christians
are agreed in.’

1. Plunge not yourselves too soon into controversies :

for, (1.) It will be exceedingly to your loss, b dxvertmg
your souls from greater ang more necessary things: you

may get more increase of holiness, and spend your time
more pleasingly to God, by dnnkmg in deeper the substan-
tials of religion, and improving them on your hearts and
lives.

(2.) It will corrupt your minds, and instead of humility,
oharity, holiness, and heavenly-mindedness, it will feed
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your pride, and kindle faction and a dividing zeal, and’
quench your charity, and possess you with a wrangling,
contentious spirit, and you will make a religion of these
gins and lamentable distempers. :

(3.) And it is the way to deceive and corrupt your judg-
ments, and make you erroneous or heretical, to your own
perdition, and the disturbance of the church: for it is two
to one but either you presently err, or else get such an itch
after notions and opinions that will lead you to error at the
last. Because you are not yet ripe and able to judge of
those things, until your minds are prepared by those truths
that ere first in order to be received. When you undertake
a work that you cannot do, no wonder if it be ill done, and
must be all undone again, or worse. :

Perhaps you will say, that you must not take your reli-
gion upon trust, but must  prove all things, and hold fast
that which is good.” .

Answer. Though your religion must not be taken upon
trust, there are many controverted, smaller opinions that you
must take upon trust, until you are capable of discerning
them in their properevidence. Till you can reach them your-
selves, you must take them on trust, or not at all. Though
you must believe all things of common necessity to salva-
tion with a divine faith; yet many subservient truths must
be received first by a human faith, or not received at all un-
til you are more capable of them. Nay, there is a human
faith necessarily subservient to the Divine faith, about the
substance of religion; and the officers of Christ are to be

" trusted in their office, as helpers of your faith. Nay, let me
tell you, that while you are young and ignorant, you are
not fit for controversies about the fundamentals of religion
themselves. You may believe that there is a God, long be-
fore you are fit to hear an atheist proving that there is no
God : you may believe the Scripture to be the word of God,
and Chnist to be the Saviour, and the soul to be immortal,
long before you will be fit to manage or study controversies
hereupon. For nothing is so false or bad, which a wanton
or wicked wit may not put a plausible gloss upon: and
your raw, unfurnished understandings will scarcely be able to
see through the pretence, or escape the cheat. When you
cannot answer the arguments of seducers, you will find them
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leave a doubting in your minds; for you know not-how
plain the answer of them is to wiser men. And though you
must prove all things, you maust do it in due order, and as
you are able : and stay till your furnished minds are capable
of the trial. If you will needs read before you know your
letters, or pretend to judge of Greek and Hebrew authors
before you can read English, you will but become ridicu-
lous in your undertaking.

2. When you do come to smaller controverted points, let
them have but their due proportion of your time and zeal.
And that will not be one hour in many days, with the gene-
rality of private Christians.- By that time you have well.
learned the more necessary duties, you will find that there
will be but little time to spare for lesser controversies. Opi-
nionists that spend most of théir time in studying and talk-
ing of such points do steal that time from greater matters,
and therefore from God and from themselves : better work
is undone the while. And they that here lay-out- their
chiefest zeal divert their zeal from things more necessary,
and turn their natural heat into a fever.

3. The essential, necessary truths of your rehglon, must
imprint the image of God upon your hearts, and must dwell
there continually, and you must live upon them as your
bread, and drink, and ddily necessary food : aH other points
must be studied in subserviency to those. All lesser duties
must be used as the exeroise of the love of God or man, and
of a humble, heavenly mind. The articles of your creed,
and points of catechism are fountains ever running, afford-
ing you matter for the continual exercise of grace : itis both
plentiful and solid nourishment of the soul, which these
great, substantial points afford. To know God the Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier, the laws and covenant of God, and
his judgment, and rewards and punishments, with the parts
and method of the Lord’s prayer, which must be the daily
exercise of our desires and love: this is the wisdom of a
Christian, and in these must he be continually exercised.

You will say, perhaps, that the apostle saith, “ Leaving
the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to per-
fection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from
dead works9,” &e.

Answer. 1. By ““leaving” he meaneth not passing over the
1 Heb. vi. 1.
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practice of them, as men that have done with them and
are past; but his leaving at that time to discourse of
them, or his supposing them taught already : though he
~ lay not the foundation again, yet he doth not pluck it up.
2. By “ principles” he meaneth the first points to be taught,
and learned, and practised: and, indeed, regeneration and
baptism is not to be done again : but the essentials of re-
ligion, which I am speaking of, contain much more ; espe-
cially to live in the love of God, which Paul calls « the
more excellent way".” 3. “ Going on to perfection,” is not
by ceasing to believe and love God, but by a more distinct
knowledge of the mysteries of salvation, to perfect our faith,

and love, and obedience.

The points that opinionists call higher, and think to be
the principal matter of their growth, and advancement in
understanding, are usually but some smaller, less necessary
truths, if not some uncertain, doubtful questions®.

Direct. v. * Be very thankful for the great mercy of your
conversion: but yet overvalue not your first degrees of
knowledge or holiness; but remember that you are yet but
in your infancy, and must expect your growth end ripeness,
as the consequent of time and diligence.’

You have great reason to be more glad and thankful, for
the least measure of true grace, than if you had been made
the rulers of the earth : it being of a far more excellent na-
ture, and entitling you to more than all the kingdoms of the
world. See my sermon called “ Right Rejoicing,” on those
words of Christ, Re;mce not that the spirits are subject
to you; but rather rejoice because your names are written in
heaven'.” Chrjgt will warrant you to reJoxce, though ene-
mies envy you, and repine both at vour victory and triumph.
If there be “ joy in heaven in the presence of the angels” at
your conversion, there is great reason you should be glad
yourselves. Ifthe prodigal’s father will needs have the best
_ robe and ring brought forth, and the fat calf killed, and the
music to attend the feast, that they may eat and be merry®,
there is great reason that the prodigal son himself should
not have the smallest share of joy : though his brother repine.

r 1 Cor. xii. xiii, * Mark well 1 Tim. i. 4. and iv. 4. 2 Timv}.28. Tit.ili. 9.
compared with Jobn xvii. 3. Rom. xiii. 8=—=10. 1 Cor. xiii. 1 John{il. 1-Cor

i.93. xv.1—3. ii.2. Gal.vi 14. James ii. iii. 1.
t Luke x. 20. . ® Luke xv. 23.
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(

But yet, take heed lest you think the measure of your
first endowments to be greater than it is*. Grace imitateth
nature, in beginning, usually, with small degrees, and grow-
ing up to maturity by leisurely proceeding. We are not
new born in a state of manhood, as Adam was created.
Though those texts that liken the kingdom of God toa grain
of mustard-seed, and to a little leaven?, be principally
meant of the small beginnings, and great increase of the
church or kingdom of Christ in the world; yet it is true
also of his grace, or kingdom in the soul. Our first stature
is but to be ‘“new-born babes desiring the sincere milk of
the Word, that we may grow by it®.” Note here, that the
new birth bringeth forth but babes, but growth is by degrees,
by feeding on the Word. The Wordis received by the heart,
as seed into the ground*. And seed useth nat to bring forth
the blade and fruit, to ripeness, in a day.

Yet I deny not, but that some men (as Paul) may have
more grace at théir first conversion, than many others have
at their full growth. For God is free in the giving of his.own,
and may give more or less as pleaseth himself. But yet in
Paul himself, that greater measure is but his smallest measure,
and he himself is capable of increase to the last. - And go
great a measure at first is as rare, as his greater measure, at
lagt, in its full growth, is rare, and scarce to be expected now.

And if God should give a great measure of holiness at
first, to any now, as possibly he may, yet their measure of
gifls is never great at first, unless they had acquired or re-
ceived them before conversion. If grace find a man of great
parts and understanding, which by study and other helps,
he had attained before, no wonder if that man, when his parts
are sanctified, be able in knowledge the first day: for he had
it before, though he had not a heart to useit. But if grace
find a man ignorant, unlearned, and of mean abilities, he
must not expect to be suddenly lifted up to great understanq-
ing, and high degrees of knowledge by grace. For t.lns
knowledge is not given, now, by sudden infusion, as gifts
were, extraordinarily, in the primitive church. You need
no other proof of this but experience, to stop the mouth of

3 Laertius saith of Cleanthus, * Cum aliquando probro ille daretur, quod essct timi-
dus, At ideo, inquit, parum pecco.”  Diog. Laert. lib, vii. Segm. 171.p. 473':
v Matt, ziii. 31.33. 3 1 Pet.il. 2. * Matt. xiii.
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any gainsayer. Look about you, and observe whether those
that are men of knowledge, did obtain it by infusion, in a
moment? or whether they did not obtain it by diligent study,
by slow degrees? though I know God blesseth some men’s
studies more than others. Name one man that ever was
brought to great understanding, but by means and labour,
and slow degrees ; or that knoweth any truth, in nature, or
Divinity, but what he read, or heard, or studied for, as the
result of,what he read or heard. The person that is proud-
‘est of his knowledge, must confess that he came to it in this
way himself. -

But you will ask, ‘What then is the illumination of the
Spirit, and enlightening: the mind, which the Scripture as-
cribeth to the Holy Ghost? Hath not our understanding
need of the Spirit for light, as well as the heart or will for
life 7’ o ,

Answ. Yes, no doubt; and it is a great and wonderful
mercy : and I will tell you what it is. * 1. The Holy Spirit,
by immediate inspiration, revealed to the apostles the doc-
trine of Christ, and caused them infallibly to indite the
Scriptures. But this is not that way of ordinary illumination
now. 2. The Holy Spirit assisteth us in our hearing, read-
ing, and studying the Scriptures, that we may come, by di-
ligence, to the true understanding of it ; but!doth notgive us
that understanding, without hearing, reading, or study.
* Faith cometh by hearing ®.” It blesseth the use of means
to us, but blesseth us not in the neglect of means. 3. The
Holy Spirit doth open the eyes and heart of a sinner, who
hath heard, and notionally understood the substance of the
Gospel, that he mpy know that piercingly, and effectually,
and practically, which before he knew but notionally, and
ineffectually : so that the knowledge of the same truth, is
now become powerful, and, as it were, of another kind.
And this is the Spirit’s sanctifying of the mind, and princi-
pal work of saving illumination : not by causing us to know
any thing of God, or Christ, or heaven, without means; but
by opening the heart, that, through the means, it may take
in that knowledge deeply, which others have but notionally,
and in a dead opinion: and, by making our knowledge clear,
and quick, and powerful, to affect the heart, and rule the

* Rom, x, 17,
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life. 4. The Holy Spirit sanctifieth all that notional know-
ledge which men had before their renovation. All their
learning and parts are now made subservient to Christ, and
to the right end, and turned into.their proper channel. 5.
And the Holy Ghost doth, by sanctifying the heart, possess
it with such a love to God, and heaven, and holiness, and
truth, as is a wonderful advantage to us, in our studies for
the attaining of further knowledge. Experience telleth us,
how great a help it is to knowledge, to have a constant love,
delight and desire to the thing which we would know. All
these ways the Spirit is the enlightener of believers.

The not observing this Direction, will havé direful
effects ; which I will name, that you may see the necesslty
of a.vouhng them.

1. If you imagine that you are presently men of great
understanding, and abilities, and holiness, while you are
young beginners, and but new-born babes,.you are entering
into the snare and condemnation of the devil, even into the
odious sin of pride; yea, a pride of those spiritual gifts
which are most contrary to pride; yea, and a pride of that
which you have not, which is most foolish. pride. Mark the
words of Paul®, when he forbids to choosé a young beginner
in religion to the ministry, “ Not a novice, (that is, a young,
raw Christian) ‘“lest being lifted up,” (or besotted) ““ with
pride, he fall into the condemnation of the devil.” Why are
young beginners more in danger of this, than other Chris-
tians ? One would think their infancy should be conscious
of its own infirmity. But Paul knew what he said. It is
(1.) Partly because the suddenness of their change, coming
out of darkness, into a light which they srever saw before,
doth amaze them, and transport them, and make them think
‘they are almost in heaven, and that there is not much more
to befattained. Like the beggar that had an hundred pounds
given him, having never seen the hundredth part before,
imagined that he had as much money as the king. (2.) And
it is partly because they have not knowledge enough to
know; how many things there are, that yet they are ignorant
ofd. They never heard of the Scripture-difficulties, and the

< 1 Tim. iii. 6.
4 Quidiscipalum rudem et elatum habet, contra veutum adverso flumine navigat,
serpentem nutrit, aconitum excolet, hostem docet. Petrarch, Dial. 41. lib, 8,
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kmots in scheol divinity, nor the hard cases of conscience :
whereas, one seven year’s painful studies, will tell them of
many hundred difficulties which they never saw : and forty
or fifty year’s study more, will clothe them with shame and
bumility, in the sense of their lamentable darkness. (3.) And
it is, also, because the devil doth with greatest industry, lay
thismet to emtrap young converts, it being the way in which
he hath the greatest hope.

2. Your hasty conceits of your own goodness, or ability,
will make you presumptuous of your own strength, and so to
venture upon dangerous temptations, which is the way to
rain., You will think you are not so ignorant, but you may
venture into the company of Papists, or any heretics or de-
ceivers, or read their books, or be present at their worship.
And I confess you may escape ; bat it may be otherwise, and
God meyieave you, to “shew yeu all thatwas in your h
as it is said of Hezekiah °.

3. And your overvaluing yeur first grace, will make you
t00 secure, when your souls have need of holy awfulness and
care, “ to work out your salvation with fear and trembling f,”
and to “serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly
fear, as knowing that heisa comum.ing fire 8,” and security
is the forerunner of a fall.

4. 1t will make you negleot the due labour and patience
in the use of means for further knowledge and increase of
grace, while you think you are so well already. And so you
will be worse than those that are ever learning, and . never
come to any ripe knowledge ; for you will think you are fit
to be teachers, when you have need to be taught that which
you will not submit to learn. And then *“ When for the time
ye ought to have been teachers, you will have need to be
catechised, or taught again which be the first principles of
the oracles of God, as having need of milk, and not of strong
meat.” Mark here, how the Holy Ghost maketh time and
exercise, necessary to such growth as must enable you to be
teachers. Therefore he addeth, *“ But strong meat belongeth
to them that are of full age ; those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil®”
Mark here, how wisdom and strength are to be expected.

¢ @ Chron. xxxii. 31,25, 26. ! Phil. ii. 12. ¢ Heb. xii, 28, 29.
h Heb.v. 12—14.

N,
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6. This over-hasty conceit of your own ability, will
tempt you to run into controversies, and matters that you
are not fit for; and so divert you from necessary and sea-
sonable studies.

6. It will make you over confident of all your own
opinions, end stiff in all your own conceits : too like him,
Prov. xiv. 1G. * The fool rageth and is confident.” How
many, and many a time have I heard a man, that understood
not what he talked of, and could scarce speak sense, to
plead for his opinion so confidently, as to.scorn or-pity the
wisest coatradictor, when his ignorance, and phrenetic con-
fidence and rage, did make him a real object of pity, to men
of ordinary understandings. There is a kind of maduess in
this disease, that will not leave you wit enough to know
that you are mad.

7. It will make you also very censorious of others: this
ignorant pride will make you think other men’s knowledge
to be ignorance, if they be not just of your fond opinions :
and other men’s graces to be none, if they be not of your
miad and way. None are 80 ready as such, to censure those
that are better than themselves, or that they have no acquain-
tamce with, as being but civil, moral men, or being erroneous
or deluded. It is a very loathsome thing,, to hear an igne-
rant, self-conceited fellow to talk of those that are an hun-
dred times wiser and much better then himself, as magis-
terially, with a proud compassion or contempt, asif he were
indeed the wise man, that knoweth not what he saith.

8. And it will make you rebellioas agmnstyom governors
and teachers, and utterly unteachable, as despismg those that
should instruct and rule you. You will think yourselves
wiser than your teachers, while you are but in the lowest form.
It is such that James speaks to, chap. iii. 1. “ My brethren, be
not many masters (or teachers), knowing that ye shall receive
the greater condemnation.” And that whole chapter, well
worth your studying, is spoke to such.

9. And thus it will entangle you in heretical opinions,
to which there is no greater preparatory, than pride posses-
sing half-witted, young beginners in religion.

10. And so it will make you troublers of the church, con-
tending unpeaceably for that which you understand not.
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11. And ittendeth to hypocrisy, making you give thanks
for that which you never had, as puffed up witha knowledge
that is not enough to keep you humble, and wanting the
charity which would edify yourselves and others'.

12. And it tendeth to delude you in point of assurance of
salvation, taking your own over-valuing self-esteem, for
true assurance ; which is not ordinarily to be expected, till
grace be come to greater strength.

13. Lastly, It tendeth to corrupt. your apprehensions of
the nature of Christianity itself; while you will judge of it
in others, according to your own over-valued measure: when,
if you knew it as it is, in the heart and practice of the sober,
wise, humble, charitable, peaceable, mortified, heavenly be-
liever, you would see that it hat.h a higher glory, than any
that is manifested by you.

I have named to you all these sad eﬂ‘ects of overvalumg
your beginnings in religion, thatas you love yoursduls, you
may avoid them. I take it to be a matter of exceeding great
moment, for your safety and perseverance, that-while you
are infants in grace, you know yourself to be such; thatyou
may keep your form, and learn first, the lessons that must
first be learded, and “ walk thumbly with your'God, and
obey those that are over you in the Lord ™,” and may wait
on the Spirit, in the use of means, and may not rejoice the
tempter, by corrupting all that you have received, and imita-
ting him, in falling from your state of hope. ..

Direct. vi. ¢ Be not discouraged at the dlﬂcultles and
oppositions which will rise up before. you, when you begin
resolvedly to walk with God.’

As discouragements keep off multitudes from religion,
so they are greal temptations to many young beginners to
turn back, and as the Isreelites in the wilderness, ready to
wish themselves again in Egypt. Three sorts of discourage-
ments arise before them. 1. Some from the nature of the
work. 2. Some from God’s trials. 3. And aame from the
malice of the devil and hia instruments : or all these. .

1. It cannot be expected but that infents and weaklings
should think a little burden heavy, and aun easy work or
journey to be wearisome : young heginuers are-ordinarily
puzzled, and at a loes, in every trade, or art, or science.

1 1 Cor. vjii. 1. = Hep, xlil. 7, 17. 3 Thes, i. 5. 18,
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Young scholars have a far harder task, than when they are
once well entered. Learning is wondrous hard and unplea-
sant to them, at the first; but when they are once well en-
tered, the knowledge of one thing helps another, and. they
go on with ease. So a young convert, that hath been bred
up in ignorance, and never used to hear prayer, or to hea-
venly discourse ; nor to hear, or join with any that did, will
think it strange and hard at first. And those that were used
to take their pleasure, and fulfil the desires of the flesh,
and perhaps to swear, and talk filthily, or idly, or to lie, will
find, at first, some dnﬁiculty to overcome their customs, and
live a mortified, holy life: (yet grace willdoit, and prevail.)
Especially in point of knowledge, and ability of expression,
be not too hasty in your expectation, but wait with patience,
in a faithful, diligent use of the means, and that will be easy
and delightful to you afterwards, which before discouraged
you with its difficulties.

2. And God himself will have his servants, and hns,gra-
ces, tried and exercised by difficulties. He never intended
us the reward for sitting still; nor the crown of victory,
without a fight; nor a fight, without an enemy and opposi-
tion. Innocent Adam was unfit for his state of confirma-
tion and reward, till he had been tried by temptation.
Therefore the martyrs have the most glorious crown, as:
having undergone the greatest trial. And shall we presume
to murmur at the method of God? -

3. And satan, having liberty to tempt and try us, will
quickly raise up storms and waves before us, as soon as we
are set to sea; which make young beginners often fear, that
they shall never live to reach the haven. He will shew thee
the greatness of thy former sins, to persuade thee that they
shall not be pardoned. He will shew thee the strength of
thy passions and corruptions, to make thee think that they
will never be overcome. He will shew thee the greatness
of the opposition and suffering which thou art like to un-
dergo, to make thee think thou shalt never persevere. He
will do his worst to meet thee with poverty, losses, crosses,
injuries, vexations, persecutions, and cruelties, yea, and un-
kindness from thy dearest friends, as he did by Job, to make
thee think ill of God, or of his service. Ifhe can, he will make
them thy enemies that are of thine own household. He
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will stir up thy own ‘father, or mother, or husband, or wife,
or brother, or sister, or children, agamst thee, to persuade
or persecute thee from Christ: therefore Christ tells us,
that if we hate not all these, that is, cannot forsake them,
and use them as men do hated things; when they would
turn us from him, we cannot be his disciples®. Look for
the worst that the devil can do against thee, if thou hast
once lifted thyself against him, in the army of Christ, and
resolvest, whatever it cost thee, to be saved. Read Heb. xi.
But how little cause you have to be discouraged, t.hough
earth and hell should do their worst, you may perceive by
these few considerations.

(1.) God is on your side, who hath all your enemies in his
hand, and can rebuke them, or destroy them in a moment.
O what is the breath or fury of dust or devils, against the
Lord Almighty? ‘I God be for us, who can be against
us°?” Read often that chapter, Rom. viii. In the day
when thou didst enter into covenant with God, and he with
thee, thou didst enter into the most impregnable rock and
fortress, and house thyself' in that castle of defence, where
thou mayet (modestly) defy all adverse powers of earth or
hell. If God e¢annot save thee, he is not God. And if he
will not save thee, he must break his covenant. Indeed, he
may resolve to save thee, not from affliction and persecution,
but in it, and by it. Butin all these sufferings you will “ be
more than conquerors, through Christ that loveth you ™
that is, it is far more desirable and excellent, to conquer by
patience, in suffering for Christ, than to conquer our perse-
cutors in the field, by force of arms. O think on the saints*
trinmphant boastings in their God: “ God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble: therefore will
not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the midst of the seaP.” When
his “ enemies were many” and “ wrested his words daily,™
and “ fought against him, and all their thoughts were against
him,” yet he saith, * What time I am afraid, I will trust in
thee. In God I will praise his word; in @od I have put
my trust: I will not fear what flesh can dounto me®.” Re-
member Christ’s charge, “ Be not afraid of them that kill

» Luke xiv, 26. Matt. x. ° Rom. viii. 31. ? Paal. xlvi, 1—3.
9 Psal. lvi. 1—=5,
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the body, and after that have ro more that they can do. But
I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear : fear him, which af-
ter he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say
unto you, Fear him*.” If all the world were on thy side,
thou might yet have cause to fean; but to have God on thy
side, is infinitely more. .

(2.) Jesus Christ is the Captain of thy salvation®,and hath
goue before thee this way himself, and bath conquered for
thee; and now is engaged to make thee conqueror: and
darest thou not go en where Christ doth lead the way? He
was perfected through suffesing himself, and will see that
thou be not destroyed by it. Canst thou draw back, when
thou seest his steps, and his blood ?

(3.) Thou art not to conquer in thy own strength, but by
the Spirit of God, and the power of that grace, which is suf-
ficient for thea, and his strength, which appeareth most in
our weakness'. And you “can do all things through Christ
that strengtheneth” you®: “ be of good cheer, he hath over-
come the world*.”

(4.) Allthatare in heaven have gone thia way, and oven-
come such oppesitiona and difficulties as these. They were
tempted, troubled, scorned, opposed, as well as you; and
yet they now triumph in glory. * These are they that come
out of great tribulation, awd have washed their rebes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefare are
they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night
in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne, shall dwell
among them’. And all that ever come to heaven, at age,
are like to come this way. And doth not.the company en-
courmge you! and the swccesa of those that have overcome
before you? Will you have the end, apd yet refuse. the
way?

(6.) Consider how much greater difficulties ungodly men
go through to hell. They have stronger enemies than you
have: the devil and wicked men are your enemies ; but God
himself ia theirs, and yet they will go on. Men threaten
but death, to discourage you ; and God threateneth damna-
tion, to discourage them ; and yet they go on, and are not
discouraged. And will you he more afraid of man, than

* Lukexil. 4 5. ¢ Heb.il.10.  *2Cor.xil.9.  * Phil.lv.13.

* Jehoxvi.33. 7 Rev. vil. 1415
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sinners are of God? and of death or scorns, than they are
of hell?

(6.) Yea, and you yourselves must cast your souls on-
these greater evils, if by discouragement you turn from the
way of godliness. You must run into hell, for fear of burn-
ing ; and upon everlasting death, to escape a temporal death,
or less: you will choose God for-your enemy, to-escape the
enmity of man : and how wise a course this is, judge you;
when, if you do but see that “ your ways please God,” he
can “ make your enemies be at peace with you,” if he see it
for your good”. If you will fear, fear him that.can damn
the soul.

(7.) Lastly, Remember what abundance of mercies you
have to sweeten your present life, and to make your burden
easy to you: you have all that is good for you in this life,
and the promise of everlasting joy : ““ for godliness” thus
“is profitable to all things®.” What abundance of merey,
have you in your bodies, estates, friends, names, or souls,
which are the greatest! What promises and experiences to .
refresh you! What liberty of access to God! A Christ to
rejoice in! A heaven to rejoice in! and yet, shall a stony or
dirty way, discourage you more, than these shall comfort
you?

The sum of all is, your work will grow easier and sweeter
to you, as your skill and strength increase. Your ene-
mies are as grasshoppers before you: the power of the Al-
mighty is engaged, by love and promise, for your help : -and
do you pretend to trustin God, and yet will fear the face of
man? “Igave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair: Ihid not not my face from
shame and spitting. For the Lord God will help me ; there-
fore shall I not be confounded : therefore have Iset my face
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is
near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us
stand together: who is mineadversary? let him come near to
me. Behold, the Lord God will help me ; who is he that shall
condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the
moth shall eat them up*.” < Hearken unto me, ye that
know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law ;
fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be afraid of their

Y Prov, avi. 7. * 1 Tim. iv. 8. ' * Isa, L 6—9.








