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PREFACE.

DO R © e

THE experience of all ages has verified, that none are exposed
to mose dangerous trials than the prosperous in this world. The
great tempter. has found the temptations of prosperity so insinu-
ative and prevailing with men, that he attempted our blessed
Saviour; expecting, by the pleasant prospect of the kingdoms of
this world, and their glory, to have fastened an impression upon
* his spirit, and tainted his -inviolable purity. But he found no-
-thing in our Saviour, not the least irregular inclination to his al-
lurements, .and could work nothing upou him. It is otherwise
with men born of the flesh, in whom there is a carnal heart (the
centre of apostacy and corruption) that is easily inticed and over-
come by charming complacencies. Prosperity is. a disguised poi-
son, pleasant to the unwary sense, but deadly in the operation ;
and the more pernicious in the effects, because less dangerous in
the opinions of men. The temptations of prosperity are so fre-
quent and favoured by us, that they give. vigour to the inward
enemy, the sensual affections, and boldness to the malicious.temp-
ter. They foment the earnal appetites, that defile and debase the
soul ; and are the more rebellions and exorbitant the more they
are gratnﬁed
- Prosperity is the strongest ohstacle against. the conversion and
reformation of sinpers.  Whilst they are plying their various
ysures, they have neither will nor. leisure to advert to the voice
conscience, so-reproachful and stinging to them. And many
times prosperity stupifies conscience, ‘that men are fearless of di<
vine:judgments, involved in sensual security. They will not re-
verence and. ohey God’s authority, till they feel his power; they
abuse his blessings $o pride and vanity; idleness and luxury, and
are hawdened in their impenitence, died with the deepest tincture
of ingratitude : they drive on through & course of sin, till death
puts a period to their Justs. How destructive, how penal is prot,
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perity to such graceless souls? When God rains snares upon the
wicked ; when the affluence of this world is abused to satisfy their
vicious desires, it is a sad forerunner of the shower of fire and
brimstone, and the horrible tempest that shall overwhelm them
at last.

Others in prosperity are not openly profane, and boldly vicious,
yet are corrupted, and insensibly destroyed by it. They over-
value and over-delight in the good things of this world, and
please themselves in an opinionative felicity in their present state.
‘They enjoy the world with more appearance. of reason, and less
sensuality than the riotous and luxurious; but their conversation
with so many cha.rming objects, alienates them from Ged. They
do not sanctify him in their hearts, placing their highest esteem
upon his most amiable excellencies, and their dearest delight in
communior with him:; They look upon religion as a sour seve-
rity, and count nothing delightful, but what is suitable to the
fleshly affections.. A’deceit like that of a'sick person, who feel-
ing no pleasure but in the easy intervals between his fits, and the
remission of his distemper, should imagine that if he were freed
ftom his disease, he should lose all pleasure : whereas. the delights
of health are more full and ‘durable. The angels are incapable
of sensual pleasures; their happinéss arises from the perfection
of good, not the allays of evil. . The beasts are only capable of
#ensual pleasures, the remedies of natural dvﬂs, hunger, thirst,
weariness, or accidental evils, diseases and pains: and many are
sa sottishly deceived, &s to prefer brutish pleasures that affect the
senses, before angelical joys that arise from the fruition of God’s
favour, and obedience to his laws. This is a sad sylﬂptom of an
hnrenewed heart, and an heaVy presage of ‘future misery; for
God will ndt be our everlasting joy in heaven, if he be not our
exneedmg Jjoy upon the earth..

Others surrounded with riches and-honours, are newher thank-
ful to their divine benefactor, nor careful to: employ their pros-
perity and power for his glory. The-law of mercy requires a so-
temn affectionate. recognition of God’s benefits: but the current
of prosperity drowns their sense bf the divine goodnesh :  ind in+
cogitait practical atheism, i§ as destruetive as absolute and speces
~ Iative. | And'how many by ¢he deceitfultiess of riches,” are apt to

imagine, that “they possess with dominien 'whav they repeive: ig
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trust : they might be rich in good works, and if their hearts were
according to their ability, be fruitful as paradise, but are as bar-
ren as the sands of Africa. They are in a mighty debt for so
many received blessings, for which their account will be heavy
and undoing with the highest Lord. These and many other
considerations, make it evident how dangerous prosperity is to
the most that enjoy it here. -

It is therefore a point of high and holy wisdom how to manage
prosperity so, as to avoid the impendent evils that usually follow
it, and to improve it for our eternal advantage. This is the de-
sign of the present treatise, and humbly recommended to the di-
ving blessing, from one who most unfeignedly desires the salva-
tion of men’s souls,

WILLIAM BATES.

VoL, 11 o
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Pxov 1. 3.
s The proﬂpemy of fools shall destioy them, ’

C - e — ' .'v..

INf the former verses, the divine wisdom is introduced in a very
slegant and pathetieal manner, reclaiming men from theit mi~
derable‘errors, o paitake-of light and felicity, The addréss. #
ditected to thers with 'upbraxdmgs and mdlgnmon at their folly,
ands with- tender compassion for their ruin. % How long ye sim-
Ple -opes will ye: lave simplicity? ahd fools' hate Kitowledge '3
Thus it is said of our Saviour, the incarnate wisdom: of Goid,
Mark 3.5, ¢ that he looked on the ‘phariseés with arger, béing
grieved at:-the hardness of their hearts.”” ."We: have:ialso exs
Présséd; an éatnest desite of - their - conversion, ‘<tusir:ye, -as. myl
reproof.”  .And'that is secohdea by a gracious promise, < 1 will
pour out my Spirit upon you,” to illuminate and conduct.you ig
the way of life. 'But for their’ stepid bstinacy in despising the
eounsel, and rejecting the reproofs of wisdem, they aze surprised
thh utter destruction..’ This.is'desetibed with that trdin of ‘Killa
‘ cireumstinces, that age: the most forcible.ekcitations tifiiely

to prevent that evil, which neglected, will be'remediless: “AThes
02
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cause I have called, and ye refused, I have stretched out my
hand, and no man regarded; I will also laugh at your calamity,
and mock when your fear cometh : when your fear cometh asa
whirlwind, when distress and anguish cometh upon you, then
shall they call on me, but I will not answer : they shall seek me
early, but they shall not find me : -for that they hated knowledge,
and despised the fear of the Lord.” Vers. 24, 26, 27, 28, 29,

In their distress they supplicate for mercy ; but as they were un-
changed, notwithstanding all the gracious talls of God to repen-
tance, so he fs not moved by all their mournful entreaties, and
takes pleasure in his righteous judgments upon them. Their
final ruin is resolved into its proper cause; the wilful hardness of
sinners, and the abuse of those mercies that should have melted
them into ascomp\xance with 'the divine giver.of them. ¢ For
that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the
Lord.” For ¢ the turning away of the simple shall slay them ;
and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.”

The title of fool, is the usual.character of the sinner in the
language of Wisdom ; and it is. with great reason and congrmty
attributed to him, in opposition to prudence, the universal vir-
tue and supreme director of human life. For as by prudence a
man so governs himself, and regulates his actions, as to avoid
impendent evils, and to obtain that good that is suitable to his
- mecessities': so it is the effect of folly, net to foresee evils to : pre-
vent them, and to neglect the season of obtaining what, Jsgood
‘And by how miuck the good is more valuable and desirable, and
the evil is more pernicious and threatening ; in proportion, -the
folly is more unpardonable and woful, that loses the one, and
. éxposes'to the other.’ And this is Justly charged upon every wd-
ﬁnl impenitent sinner: .

Prospenty comprehends all: thmgs in the order of -nature, thnt
are 8o’ much’ admired”and desired by worldly men ;. tichesy
honours, -pleasures,.. health, strength, - peace;.plenty, .. and the,
abmxﬂant.ranetyof what is grateful to- the camgl mmd and apr
pemes*')r RONIEN SOy

- 'These: ilessings o£ God, abuscd and perverted byt the folly df
meu, are turned.into weapons of unrighteousness, to bﬂ'end Godv
and'wound: their'soals to e\tenlastmg death, .

" The point: I -shal insist on, .is this ; prospenty abu;ed,w ﬂztal
and destructive tofooltsh smms\ S
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“In-the treating on this argument, I will,-1. Show how pros~
perity is destructlve to the wicked. 2. That it is folly and mad-
ness above all wonder, when siiners abuse the blessings of God

" to their destruction. 3. How just, and certain, and heavy their
destruction will be. ,

I. I will show how prosperity is destructive to the wicked.
In order to the exphcatmg of this head, some thmgs are to be
premised.

Ist. This great world, with all the parts and creatures of

which it is composed, has an inherent goodness and pexfection
convenient to the end for which it was formed by the Creator,
and that was to be useful and comfortable to man in the service
of God. . There is no pestilence and contagion in the nature of
things, that are pleasing to our faculties: they are dangerous,
not as made by God, but as managed by satan. They do not
pervert the minds of men from any noxious inherent qualities,
but as they are corrupted hy concupiscence. Upon this account
St. John dehorting christians from the love of the world, as in-
consistent with the love of God, gives this reason of it, ¢ for all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
. and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
1 John 2. 16. He signifies the objects, riches, honours, and
pleasures, by the vicious affections, that make them deadly to
men. The poison is not in the flower, but in the spider> And
the apostle speaking of the purifying virtue of the gospel,, says,
¢ that exceeding great and precious promises are given to us,
that by these we may be partakers of the divine nature, having -
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 2 Pet.
1. 4. This is evident by visible experience : for many holy men.
have enjoyed temporal blessings without the offence of God ;.
and have been more holy and heavenly in themselves,. more be-
neficial and good to others by mercies :* whilst the sensual, like
the ocean that-changes the sweet showers of heaven into its salt
quality, turn the divine blessings into provision for their brutish
lusts. It appears therefore that this contrariety of effects is not
to be attributed to the quality of worldly things. that is always
uniform and alike, but to the different dispositions of the persons
that use them. As the same food is healthful or hurtful as the
stomach is clear or foul that receives it: in some it. renews the
blood and spirits, strengthens and preserves life ; in others it in-
o3
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creases the sickly matter, feeds the dlseaée, and brhgs death
more painfully and speedily. :
2dly4. The primary design of God in his most free and txch be-

nefits, is to endear himself to us, and bind us to his service : for

they are the most proper and convincing expresses of his love and

goodness, and powerful motives and persuasives to a grateful

correspondence of love and obedience. ¢ I drew them,” saith

God, ¢ with'the cords of a man, with bands of love.”” Hos. 11.

4. - Goodness duly considered, engages to please the benefactor.

It is therefore said by St. Paul,  that the goodness of God leads

sinners to repentance.” Rom. 2. It is“the most natural uncon-

strained consequence that the mind can regularly infer from his

clemency and bounty. The hearts of men should be' melted in

tender resentments of their unworthy conversation towatds - him;
‘ and encouraged to return to their duty, since he will graciously

receive those who unfeignedly repent of their sins: but the event

does not usually answer God’s aim. Men are ha.rdened in sin by

his mercies.

3dly. When uhe wicked abuse God’s blessings, defeat his kind-

ness, and frustrate the excellent ends of it, he most righteously

and severely continues their prosperity, that foments their lusts,

and renders them mare wilfal and mcomgnble, -and the mere

gmlty of their own damnation. What was said by Sxmeon, con-

cemning. the most glorious gift of God, our Saviour, is appl:cable

in this case ;.  behold, this child is set for the fall of many in

Tsrael, and for a sign that shall be spoken against.” When the

riches of grace offered in the gospel, are despised and neglected,
the blessed Saviour of souls is most justly ordained to be the oc-

dasion of their sorer punishment. So when:the common benefits

and mercies of God are ungratefully perverted by men, to the

dishionour of the giver, they are by divine determination ordered,

for the aggravating of their sins and sentence. Prosperity is a

fatal ambush for their surprisal and rin, according to that heavy
imprecation of the psalmist, ¢ let their table become ai snare to
them : and that which should have been: for their welfare, let it
become a trap, an oceasion of their falling.”” Psal. 69. 22. This
judgment proceeds from the most terrible and inexorable dis-
pleasure: it is better and more ehglble to encounter all the
storms of a raging world, than to enjoy the calm and security of
a prosperous sinner. For the more afflicted we are by men, the
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friore €arnest are our addresses to' God’s propitious throne, to in<
eline his mercy to regard and relieve us: but a sinner, the more
full fruition he has of the world, the more he forsakes and pro-
vokes God, and the more he is abandoned to his worst-enemies,
his lusts, and satan. This will be amphﬁ?ed more in the follow-
ing parts of the discourse.

This being prem:sed we conté to show how prosperity abused
is destructive to sinners, both mieritoriously, as it induces a deadly
guilt, and makes them obnoxwus to the revenging wrath of God ;
aud ‘effectively as it is opposite to'the felicity and perfection of
man, that consists in the renovation of the image of God in the
soul, and it joyful communion with him for ever. This will ap-
pear by the fol]owmg considerations.

" 1. Prosperity is the continual incentive of the vicious affec-
tions; ° the fleshly lusts that war against the soul ;”” that deprive
it of its beauty, order, freedom, and felicity. Ma.n is compound-
ed of flesh and spirit; by the one he communieates in nature
with the beasts, by the other he confines with the angels. By
the original law of union, the body was subject to the soul'; and
though taken from the earth, did not oppress it, and hmder its
heavenly flight : < The flesh did not lust agaih the spirit, nor the
spirit against the flesh.” But as the motion of the two eyes in
the head is always uniform, and directed the same way; so rea-
son and sense accorded, the appetites were regular and concen-
tric with the miind. Upon this established order, the internal
peace and holiness of man depend. But by the rebellious sin of
‘Adam, the soul lost its regal power and freedom : and as in the
first temptation the soul infected the body, so now the body in-
fects the seul, :The carnal appetite; the spring of lust and an-

ger (that ififernal pait that reigns so universally) overrules the
mﬁonal will, and gives law to men.

The lové of -étisusl pleasures is natural to men; as tempta-
tiéns ‘dre more charming and increased, it is ‘more predommant ~
The sérises, the faiey; and the passions, are in & conépiracy
'against the soul 3 and there is a contitiual circulation m their
workihg; they excite one atiother. By the senses p]easmg thitigs
‘obtain an easy entrance into the fancy ; and fancy has a strange
‘power to ¢harm or terrify by false representations; it amplifies
the evil, and heightens the seemmg good of things; and by the
inspitation of fancy, the passions are moved, and the passion®

o4
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being allured, bribe and seduce the mind, and draw the consent
of the will by the actual pleasure that is mixed in the gratifying
of them. And as Adam lost his innocence and paradise by his
~ compliance with the blandishments of his wife ; so the soul loses
"its punty and happiness, by yielding to the desires of the flesh
that is in conjunction with it. For this reason, man in his fallen
state is called flesh, as if there were.no other principle in his na-
ture, and of his operations. The spiritual and more noble facul-
ties, that were made for delightful communion with God, are
sunk into carnality. The description of men in their natural
state, by the apostle, is a full proof of this: “We all had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh, and of the mind.” Ephes. 2. It is obser-
vable that the lusts of the flesh, that spring from the sensual part,
are drawn forth into act by the concurrent wills of the flesh, and
of the mind. The nobler faculties, the understandmg and will are
depraved, and freely indulge the carnal appetites in their pursuit of
pleasures. Prodigious degeneracy of the reasonable creature! Of
this we have a resemblance inthe marvellous transforming pow-
er of nature. If a cion be grafted into a tree of another kind,
the fruit that grows on it will not be according to the nature of
the stock, but of the graft that overrules the sap, and turns it to
its own quality. Thus the beast is grafted into the man, and the
intellectual powers are corrupted and carnal. The mind is em-
ployed to disguise the ignominy and guilt that attend the lusts
of the flesh ; and the will consents to a submission to those igno-
ble and w1 -uly appetites. Man has only this privilege, that he
is a more .agenious brute, to spring new pleasures, to make pro-
vision for his sensual desires, and to accomplish them.

Now in prosperity, when the senses are entertained with va-
riety of alluring objects, the fancy i# more predominant and con-
tagious: it has more force, vivacity, and extent, the miore it is-
conversant about sensible things: and the polluted imagination is
the most active and general principle of corrupting the heart : for
the mind transcribes a copy of what is written in the fancy, and

~ presents it with a false gloss to the will, that is ready to choose
what brings actual pleasure. And the sensitive affections are ex-
cited by the fancy, so that the presence of a suitable object, fo-
‘ments the warmth into heat, and turns the heat into fire, and
the fire into a flame. And the more the carnal affections are in-
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dulged, the more they are enlarged, -the more importunate and
head—strong they become ; and the soul is utterly disabled from
recovering -itself from the besotged vile prostitution, to the igno-
ble and unruly appetites. Millions had been less guilty and de-
filed, and less miserable for ever, if they had not been sur-
rounded by pleasant temptations and entanglements of iniquity.

2. Prosperity occasionally incenses the irascible appetite : for
the usual incentives of anger, are the crossing the desires, and
contempt ; and the stronger the desires, the more impatient they
are-to be controlled ; and in proportion to the height of mind, is
the indignation for any contempt that ‘is offered. Now prospe-
rity makes the carnal desires more exorbitant, and consequently
raging when frustrated. Violent burning desires, when control-
led, provoke violent burning anger: and anger inflamed, extin-
guishes the calm light of reason, becomes blind and furious in
revenging apprehended injuries. It is the inquiry joined with
conviction, by St. James, * From whence come wars and fight-
ings among you? Come they not from your lusts that war in
your members?”’ James 4. 1. The voluptuous, ambitious, co-
vetous passions when disappointed are the common and natural
causes of all the bloody disorders in the world. '

The other cause of anger, is contempt, either real or auppo-
sed; and that is more provoking to those, who raised by pros-
perity, look with a-distance of mind upon others below them.
Prosperity in any kind, swells men with a vain opinion of their
worth ‘and dignity; and makes them insolent and intolerable,
There is a strange distemper of the eyes in some persons, wherever
they look, their own image visibly encounters them. The reason
of it is assigned by an inquiring philosopher, that the visive fa~
culty has not spirits and vigour to penetrate through the air to
see other things, and the air as a glass makes the reflection of
their own image. Thus one of a shallow and weak understand-
ing,. is continually representing to himself his own conceited ex-
céllencies. And prosperity increases their esteem of themselves
unmeasurably above their just value. It is like a concave glass
that breaks the rays, and dilates the visive angle ; and by a na-
tural enchaptment, mgkes gn exorbitant figure, a dwarf to appear
a giant. Now as pride is the usual concomitant of prosperity, so
there is no passion so inseparable from pride, and so proper to it,
as anger, ¢ By pride comes contention ; Prov, 13, 10. it is the
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observation of the wisest man, confirmed by universal experience.
Pride makes mer imperious and impatient, boisterous and stormy
against all that offend them. Pride, anger, and revenge, like
setpents twine and wreath about one another. Pride interprets
an offence as an high contempt, and raises anger; and anger
provoked, takes proportionable revenge to the conceived injury.
We have a tragical instance of this recorded in scripture. 2
Kings 8. 12, 13. Hazael when foretold by the mourning pro-
phet, that he would stain himself with the innocent blood of the
JIsraelites, ¢ slay their young men with the sword, and dash their
<hildren, and rip up their women with child * he staitled ‘at it
‘as an execrable cruelty? “And Hagzael said, but what, is thy ser-
vant a dog that he should do this great thing? And Elisha an-
swered, the Lord hath showed me, that thou shalt be king over
Syria.”  When advanced to empire, he divested humanity.
Pride armed with power is furious at opposition ; and the flaming
‘passion, like a fnghtful comet, presages and produces terrible ef-
fects. Thus it is evident how the lusts of the flesh are fomented
by prosperity.

3. Proppenty inclines sinners o an tmptmw neglect of de
which is a sin of the highest nature, and prolific of innumerable
evils. All sin is an irregularity, either in the excess or the de-
fective extreme, -either in overvaluing and lovmg the ereature; or
in the disesteem and indifference to the Creator, and prospeity
increases the aversion of the carnal heart from God, in the same
degrees as it strengthens the propensity to the world. For the
opening this, it will be necessary to consider the essential and
‘eternal respects due from the reasonable creature to God. And
&hey are four comprehensive of all the rest. .

- A solemn thankful recognition of him as the authér -of our
'beings, and all the comforts we enjoy. Supreme love to hint.
An humble fear of his displeasure. Entire obedience to his will.
Awin thia regwlar universe, -every kind of being has its -proper
end; -80 it cannot be denied;, without the most evident- -absurdity,
that God in -all these respects is the chief end of man.

(k) A solemn thankfu} recognition of' God, as' ‘the author of
‘vur_beings, and all our comfor ally due to him. -The
vieglect of this is- so contum : mdjésty and glory of
God, and so contrary to those mosc-omaing obligations to histmer-
¢y and goodness, that it is an offence infinitely provolung In
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every transgressior but
this immediately ym-
mon felony is a mly

_ violates his laws, put strikes immeaiarely 8t s person and dige
nity. Now prosperity inclines sensual persons to this wretched
neglect of God.  The world,- with all its desirable things has the
dominion and full possession of the understandings, memories,
and hearts of men, and serious thoughts, with warm affections
towards God are banjshed from them. It is the character of a
wicked person,- but most proper to him in his prosperity, “God
is not in all his thoughts.” ' Psal. 10.-4. :Of this impiety theré
are several degrees : the highest is explicit atheism, a disbelief of
God and -his providence, of his :being and bounty ;. and this is
sometimes occasioned by plentiful. prosperity. And: the conse-
quences are, pride that blasts the mind, as it were, with light-
ning, and.confidence in the things of this world. Of this we
have astonishing instanges in the: scriptire.” Nebuchadnezzar
transported in' a vain-glatiqus flush' of ;joy, at the view of his
magnificent works, ‘breaks forth in those Jofty insolent expres-
sions; *Is not.this great Babel that: I,: have built, for the house
of my kingdom, by the might of my power,:and the honour of
iny majesty ?”’ as if he had been raised by his own power, and
did not owe his greatness to the King of heaven. Thus it is
charged against the prinee of Tyrus, ¢ Thy heart is lifted up be-
cause of thy riches ; and thén hast said, I am agod, and sit in the
seat of God ; and: thou settest thine heart as the heatt of . God.”
Ezek. 28. 2. He preoumed that his: throne for glory ahd stabi-
lity was like the divine kmgdom that cannot be shiken, and for-
got that he was 2 frail man-in‘a mutable world. - Plentiful pros-
perity. is 80 strong 2 temptation to athieism, that a wise and holy
saint earnestly deprecated it as ‘a -pemnicious snare: “ Give me
tot riches, lest I be full and deny thee; and .say, who is the
Lord?” Prov. 80.9.. The camal heart, in the'full fruition of
thie world, . is-apt to ascribe.sll to the course of Hature, or to hue
man contrivanee and endedvours, .without any serious dekniow-

d beneficence. Prodigious
one should imsgine that a
from the sea, but from the
ediately and visibly springs,
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C hand of the giver should be as visiz
b

to this height of impiety in actual

thoughts and open words; yet prosperous sinners are always
guilty of an interpretative and virtual denial of God : they have
not a solemn grateful remembrance of their benefactor and his
benefits, and a due sense of their dependance upon him. It was
the wise and holy counsel of Moses to Israel, “When they
should be possessed of Canaan,” a place of delight and profit;
Deut 6. 12. “ When thou shalt have eaten, and art full, then
beware lest thou forget the Lord.” The caution so enforced, in-
timates a sinful disposition in the carnal heart, in prosperity to
neglect God. There may be a notional remembrance.of him in
the mind, a naked ascription of all good things to his provi«
dence, a camplimental visit in exterior worship ; yet without an
inward cordial sense of our dear obligations for his most free fa-
vours. The apostle charges < the rich in this world, not to trust
in uncertain riches, but in the living God. So foolishly are men”
prone to depend for protection, reputation, and provision of all
things upon their estates, as if they were unconsumable, and
neglect God their rock, who is the alone sufficient foundation of
all our hopes and comfort.

(2.) Supreme love to God is an indispensable duty from men:
upon the account of his most amiable excellencies and benefits.
¢ Thou shalt love the Lord with all thy heart, with all thy soul,:
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; this is the first
and great-commandment, and consequently a coldness and in-
differency to God, much more a strong aversion from him, is a
sin of the most heinous nature : now prosperity has a special
malignity to disincline the heart from God. The supreme love
- of God includes an act of the understanding, a transcendent
esteem of his favour ; ¢ thy loving-kindness is better than life ;”

it inspires the soul with ardent desires after him; “.my soul fol-

lows hard after thee;” it produces the most joyful satisfaction in
communion with him. The thoughts of God are -unspeakably

¢ precious and sweet ;”’ the ordinances. the blessed: means of

conveying his grace, an that displeases
and separates from God evil. . .Now the
soul must be refined to ome. degrees of

4



angelical purity, before
excellencies, and love t
make the body heavenly
soul .earthly and fleshly.
things pleasing to the senses, fastens the carnal heart to the
world as its happiness- and. heaven ; it darkens the mind, and
vitiates the affections, that the soul ¢ can neither taste .nor. see
how good the Lord is.”. It is the universal character of men in
the carnal state ; ¢ they are lovers of pleasure, more than lovers:
of God.” And a remisser degree of love is comparative hatred.
A sin of astonishing guilt, and not less odious to God, and damn-~
ing in its nature, though little observed and resented by carnal
men: for the highest dishonour of God is complicated with diso-
bedience in it. A sin that deserves and inflicts the sorest pu-
nishment; for God-alone, whose goodness is infinite, can make
us perfectly and eternally happy: * and the spiritual separation
from him is such'an invaluable loss, that - when truly understood,
is the foundation of the heaviest sorrow. : :
.(3.) The fear of God, is a most distant aﬂ'ectlon from the
heart of the foolish sinner in his prosperity. The fear of reve-
rence, and the awful esteem of God, that proceeds from the re-
flection upon his glorious greatness, is a grace that remains :in:
heaven : the angels in all their bright degrees of excellence cpver
their faces before his throne. The fear of circumspection that,
restrains from displeasing him .upon the account of his justice,
and power, is a proper affection to men in the present state..
The blessed in heaven are above this fear, being confirmed in a
state of unchangeable perfection and felicity : the damned in hell
are below this fear, in that no change can make their condition
worse : but it'is most useful and congruous in this -middle .state.
This fear of God is ““ the beginning of wisdom,” the first and
chiefest part of it in respect of order and dignity. For the true
notion of wisdom, consists in the foresight of evils, in the choice
and use of effectual means to avoid it, and it is the best .wisdom ,
that avoids the greatest dangen, This fear is the principle of
us .to make God our
so hely and just, that
guilty and . impenitent ;

* An non pena satis est te non amare ? Aug. Conf.



can utterly destroy his

is directly opposite to

harden and fortify - men

i¢ voluptuous and sen~
sual are withéut apprehiension of 'danger, till imminent and in
their view. < Because they have no changes, therefore they fear
* not God. Peal. 55. 19. Utlinterrupted prosperity tempted them
to atheistical security’s and as nohe are solicitous and in anxiety,
lest the sun, whose presence is:the' support and’ beauty of the
world, should - net arise in “the ‘mierning, because its regular
course is established and “constant ; and’ it would be a miracle
contravening thé order 6f riature if ‘it ‘should be stopped ; thus
the long en;oymenl: of’ plenty, snd ease, and peace, renders men
constantly secure and fearléss, as if the tenor of their prosperity
were invariable, and no evil’ co6ld ‘distarb it ; or ‘at least they
will set back the expectatnbn of evil it 'a great distince, kke
these profkﬂe scorhers' hientioned - by the prophiet; « they 'say;
the vision he sees is for many days'to comrie,'he prophesies of the
times:afsr off,” and with a ‘brutish stup!dlty, ’shght the dwme
threatenings. . And from henee lt"fol)oms that none ‘are 4c ‘re-
belhously‘ and boldly «hsobednent, as the prosperons smner H \vhleh
is ‘the fourth shmg te be tonsidered:

" (4:)" Entire obedierice is dte to the sup\-éme hwgfver, wh‘o ié
able to save and'destroy for "ever ¢ yet he ‘is merclfulfly inclined
to pardon the: infirmities 'of ' niéxi, ‘and greater #ins retraoted by
repentance. ~ Theére are sins of i ignorance, when ‘a man dashes
Blindfdld: ageifiét the faw ; and of sudder surreptlon, when there
is nb ‘time todeﬂberate, and for séedlleetion ; aid’the ‘best’ aré
Hot exempted Hefe fforii'sify of this nature : Wiere dre sins of
deadly malignity, ‘when ‘meri “sre careless of* Gol's' eommands;
and indulge their usts;’ " though not without some rermriorse. “But
the prosberous sintier is wsually most presump'eueus, Re sins with
& Migh hand, and incurs & greater’gullt and shalt be éxposed to
greater pumshment “When the fear'of God is exﬁngmshed‘ Jux-
ury takes the reins, ahid breaks thraugh the: hédge- of the law,
without feéhng the wouriding thofns, t.he“féarﬁll threa!e?nﬂgs il

it; and nges on thréigh “It ‘I8 the-ag:
gravation of the Israelited® | arun Wake'a fat, and
kicked ; and lightly esteem  salvation.”  Deut.

32, 15. They were like-beasts high fed, that becote fierce and
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