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“REV.' W. BATES, D. D.

* Ox the utility of Biography or personal history,
there is a general concurrence of opinion. Some
there are, who, in point of utility, judge its claims
to be superior to those of general history. Without
presuming to decide those claims, it may be asserted
without much hesitation, that to the generality of
readers, Biographv is a species of reading, the most

instructive, and amusing. Its legitimate
object,is, in xhibition of particular charac-

ters, to rouse tne mna o anoble emulation of the vir-
$ues of the good, and excite its abhorrence of vice, in
allthe Proteus forms it may assume. Hence the Bio-
grapher selects those characters, of whom the por-
traiture will be the best calculated to produce these
important results. “ They are,” as an excellent
Living author observes, “ by no means persons raised
to the highest elevations, or distinguished by the
most extraordinary achievements. ~For not to
observe that such characters are rarely remarkable
for goodness and worth, it is easy to see, that they
fall not within the reach of common imitation—that
they exhibit nothing that leads to self-reflection—
nothing that occasions moral comparison—nothing to
stimiilate, to encourage in the course we pursue.
Neither are eccentric characters the best suited to
instruct and impress. Eccentricity is sometimes
found connected with genius, but it does not coalesce
with true wisdom. For the purposes of Biography
those lives are the most eligible, that are the most
b
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imitable; and these are derived from characters that
are found in the same relations and conditions with
ourselves, whose attainments while they resulted
from the divine blessing, appear not to have been
preternatural, but were made under no greater ad-
vantages than our own: whose progress was not less
owing to the stroke of the oar, than the favourable-
ness of the wind ; whose excellencies while they do
not discourage us by their perfection, animate us by
their degree; whose success teaches us, not how to
be great, but how to be good and happy.”

.. To produce the results contemplated by the
Biographer, it is requisite that the imperfections of
the character placed before the reader, should be
impartially stated. And who are they that. claim
exemption, and say we have no imperfections, no
shades in our character? . The sun has spots. on its
disk. The most illustrious sajnts whose lives are
recorded in scripture, exhibit moral blemishes,
and the scriptures in recording them, manifest an
im(fmrtiality.that tends to remove every suspicion of
a.design to impose. They were men of like passions
with ourselves, though men of distinguished piety.
It is the peculiar character of good. men in another
and a better world—* Just men made perfect.” .

- The writer of this biographical sketch, is con-
vineed that his author, though one of the “excellent
of the earth,” was the subject of frailties and imper-
fections, and had they come to his knowledge, he
would not have hesitated to record them; as they
have not, he has the more grateful task of stating
his excellencies only, as an example for others to
imitate. Viewing his amiable character, the mind’s
eye is not dazzled with an overwhelming glare, but
refreshed and delighted, with the softest, the inildest

ms of light. . Here is every thing to rouse to
boly emulation; to quicken to the most vigorous
exertion; to impress the mind with the peerless
beauties, and incalculable worth of true religion.—
And it will be to the advantage of the reader, to

N
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Amidst the ample acquisitions he was making
to his mental store, theology was his favourite study.
His progress in theological learning was hence unu-
sually rapid, and at the same time in happy connex-
ion with corresponding progress in personal religion.

He began to preach early, probably in the
twenty-second year of his age, and soon became
one of the most popular preachers of the day. Nor
is it to be wondere({) at, since there was a haIg)y and
unusual combination of circumstances to render him
so. His person was handsome and elegant—his
countenance mild yet dignified, his voice peculiarly
sweet—his style inimitably polite for the age in
which he lived : his subjects were plain; pious, and

ractical, flowing from a heart glowing with ardour
1n the sacred cause of heaven, and tremblingly alive
to the best interests of his fellow men—a fine vein
of wit—considerable erudition—a ready elocution—
all resting on the basis of an irreproachably holy life
and conversation. But the breath of pogular ap-
plause did not, as it too often does, inflate him with

ride, Deep humility led him to lay all the honours

ereceived at the feet of his Master, Jesus Christ.
Amidst almost unbounded popularity, to find sa
much humility, how amiable, but how ran

His distinguished talents and
him the valuable living of St. Dunstan’s in 1
of which he was made Vicar. Placed in s
cuous a situation, in the centre of the M
he found full scope for his abilities, and ev
to call forth all the energies of his great minc
continued to shine as a star of the first m
till the act of uniformity obliged him to 1...g.. wuo
living, and all prospect of preferment in the estab-
lished church. B

Dr. Bates was among those ministers who took
an active agari: in the restoration of Charles II. and
was soonafterwardsmadeone of his Majesty’s chaplains
inordinary. The Deanery of Coventry and Litch-
field was-subsequently offered him, which from scru-
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corously: He frequently interrupted Mr. Baxter,
and appealed to Dr. Bates, saying—* what say you
Dr. Bates, is this your opinion?” to which the Dr.
replied—* 1 pray my Lord, give Mr. Baxter leave
to speak.” Dr. Gunning appeared to lean consider-
ably towards a reconciliation of the church of Eng-
land to Rome. He used, says Bishop Burnet, all
the arts of sophistry in as confident a manner, as if
they had been sound reasoning, and was very fond of
Popish rituals and ceremonies. When Dr. Bates
urged upon him, that on the same reasons as they
imposed the cross and surplice, they might bring in
hol!;) water, and lights, and abundance of such cere-
monies of Rome which had been cast out; Gunning
replied, “ Yes, and I think we ought to have more
and not fewer.” During the whole of this protracted,
but fruitless debate, Dr. Bates conducted himself
with great wisdom and moderation; whenever he

~ ¢poke it was “ very solidly, judiciously, and perti-
neritly,” and procured great respect from his bre-
thren, who were of opinion that had the rest been -
of his mind, things had not come to so unsuccessful
an issue.

'The act of uniformity passed in the year six-
teen hundred and sixty-two, when Dr. Bates was
thirty-seven years of age, by which he was deprived
of the valuable living of St. Dunstan’s, in the West.

- On this trying occasion he displayed heroic firmness
of mind in lovely union with that mildness and ean-
dour which breathe in his writings. Terms were
imposed by this act, with which he could not consci-
entiously comply, though every thing in his nature
strongly disposed to a compliance, and made him
deeply lament the circumstances that imposed the
absolute necessity of secession 'from the established
church. Re-ordination of those who had not been
episcopally ordained—A declaration of unfeigned
assent and consent to all and every thing prescribed
and contdined in the book of common prayer—Ad-
ministration of sacraments, rites and ceremonies as
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hended within the national establishment. - But his
Majesty failed to fulfil his promise; while the work
of persecution against the non-conformists proceeded
with increased vigour. :

Though he was never cast into prison, which
‘was the lot of numbers of his brethren, he had once
a very narrow escape. A Mrs. Beale being near
death, several pious persons were solicited to meet
in her room and pray for her, Dr. Bates and Mr.
Baxter were to be of the number, of which inform-
ation being given, two justices of peace with the
parliam -at-arms, came at the appointed
time to them and lay them in prison.—
Providence preserved them, for they did not attend,
though ignorant of the design of their persecutors.

The justices ¢ 1 into the
room, where tl ¢ die, bug
missing their appointed.
“ What a joy, is occa-
gion, « W os vy aniay v v wasees c€proached

. usas Presbyterian seditious schismatics to have found
but such an occasion,as praying with a dying woman
to-have laid us up in prison !” , :
- At this time Dr. Bates was pastor of a dissent
ing congregation at Hackney, near London, assem
bling in a large and ancient, but irregular edifice si-
tuated in Mare-street, where he exercised his ministry
" with great success; and at the same time was one
. of the Tuesday lecturers at Salter’s Hall, in London,
where his popular talents as a preacher, drew im-
mense crowds. . .
In sixteen hundred and seventy-five we find
him again engaged .in attempting pacific measures .
between the church and those who had seceded from
it. Tillotson and Stillingfleet requested an interview
with him and several other non-conforming ministers,
to treat of an act of comprehension and union, sta-
ting that they were encouraged to it, by several lords,
spiritual and temporal. T%ley met privately, and
terms. of accommodatioa were agreed upon, but
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the odium he should -ircur. Jefferies noticed
it, and in his abusive, insolent manmmer, exclaimed,
¢ Richard, Richard, don’t thou think we will
hear thee poison the court. Richard, thou art
an old fellow, and an old knave; thou hast written
books enough to load a cart, every one as full of
sedition, I might say of treason, as an egg is full of
meat: hadst t%'nou been whipt out of thy writing
trade forty years ago, it had been happy. Thou pre-
tendest to be a preacher of the gospel of peace, and
thou hast one foot in the grave, it is time for thee
to begin to think, what account thou intendest to
give; but leave thee to thyself, and I see thou wilt
'§o on as thou hast begun; but by the grace of God
will look after thee. I know thou hast a mighty
party, and I see a great many of the brotherhood in
corners, ‘waiting to see what will become of their
Don, and a Doctor of the party,- Dr. Bates at your
elbow, but by the grace o¥ Almighty God, I will
crush you all.” : : 3
" Happier days for the dissenters were about to
vommerice. James abdicated the throne, and ‘Wil
tiam and Mary ascended it. - On this happy oceasion,
the dissenting ministers in T.ondon and the neigh-
bouthood; ‘with Dr. Bates at their head, waited on
their Majesties with an address of congratulation,
when he made the following speech. - :

Dr. Bates’ speech to the King.
_ - May it please your Majesty, o
- 'The serfes of- successfiil events that has attended
your glorious ehterprize for the saving these king-
doms from so imminent and -destructive evils has
been s0 eminent and extraordinary, that it may force
an acknowledgment of the Divine Providence fromi
those who deny it, and cause admiration in all whe
believe and reverence it. The beauty and speed of
this happy work are the :bright signatures of ‘ his
hand, who creates deliverance for iis people: the
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abroad. This will bring immortal honour to your
name, above the trophies and triumphs of the most
renowned conquerors. We do assure your Majesty,
that we shall cordially embrace the terms of union
which the ruling wisdom of our Saviour has pre-
scribed in his word. We shall not trespass further °
on your royal };:fience, but shall offer up our fervent
sfrayers to the King of kings that he will please to
irect your Majesty by his unerring wisdom, and
always incline your heart to his glory, and encom-
pass your sacred person with his favour as with a
shield, and make your government an universal

blessing to these kingdoms.”

To which his Majesty replied,

« T take kindly your good wishes, and what-
ever is.in my power s{;all be employed for obtaining
such an union among you. I.do assure you of my
protection and kindness.”

Dr. Bates also addressed the Queen in a similar
strain, and her Majesty returned this answer :

“ T will use all endeavours for the obtaining an
union that is necessary for the edifying of the church.
I desire your %?yers.” The Dr. stood high in the
estimation of both their Majesties, and the Quleen
often entertained herself in her closet with his wri-
tings, a circumstance equally honourable to her Ma-
jesty and our author. If interest could have induced

im to conform, he wanted not the strongest temp-
tation. But integrity of principle was to him too
valuable to be sacrificed for worldly emolument:
ﬁd he maintained his integrity to the end of his

(] :

It was another amiable trait in his character, .
that the interest he had with persons in elevated
situations in life, was employed more in the behalf
of others than in his own. When Dr. Tillotson
was Archbishop he used his interest with him in
mnrhg a pardon for Dr. N. Crew, Bishop of Dur-

, who for his conduct in the ecclesiastical com-
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miission, had been excepted out of the act of indem-
nity, which passed in sixteen hundred and ninety.
* On the death. of the Queen, he preached a
funeral sermon on the occasion, full of good sense
and piety; and also presented to the bereaved Mo-
narch the address of condolence from the dissenting
munisters in London and its vicinity, which stands
among his works as the production of his pen. The
address will be found by the reader at the end of the
funeral sermon, and is therefore not inserted in thi

lace. .
PR His being thus chosen on these great occasions
to head his brethren, and be their spokesman, shows
in how high estimation he was held by them.

The mfirmities incident to advanced age, began
now to multiply upon him; as did also the consola-
tions of that of which for so many years he
had been so distinguished and successful a preacher.
In an excellent eral sermon, preached by him
on the death of Dr. Jacomb, he thus expressed him-
self;— If it so pleased the wise and sovereign dis-
poser of all things how much rather would I be an
attentive hearer of that blessed servant of God who
is now above, than preach his funeral sermon at this
time. That my sad voice should be reserved for this
mournful service, is both contrary to my desire and
expectation. O frail and faithless.life of man!- who
would have thought that Dr. Jacomb whose natural
vigour and firm complexion promised a longer con-
tinuance here, should have a period put to his days,
and that I should survive, whose life has been pre-
served for many years like the weak light of a lamp
sn the open air ?”

.-+ * It had been his prayer, that he might not out-
live his usefulness, and his prayer was answered, he
finished his life and his work together. His growin
mvﬁ@}-mindedness had been observed by all aroun

im. - The God of his salvation was maturing him
for brighter scenes and higher enjoyments. the
fourteenth of July, sixteen hundred and ninety-

.



xviil MEMOIR OF

nine, at the- old age of seventy-four, he
died happy in Christ, and is now reaping the faithful
servant’s reward. “ Mark the Ferfect man and be-
hold the upright, for the end of that man is peace.”
. In his person he was handsome. His counte-
nance was calm and dignified, indicative of the hea.
venly serenity that reigned in his mind. . His natural
and acquired endowments were much above the
ordinary stamp.. A quickness of raf)prehpnsion was
united with a solid judgment. His memory was
remarkably tenacious, and is said never to have
failed him; not even at the age of seventy-four. He
was an unwearied reader, and read to purpose. - A
diﬁnitary in the church once said, “ Had 1 to collect
a library I would as soon consult Dr. Bates as any
man I know.” He was himself a living library.—
But all his fine talents—all his stores of learning,
were made subservient to his great work as a minis-
ter of the gospel—all were consecrated to the service
of Jesus Christ, his divine Master; and all the
honours resulting from them were laid at his feet.—
Great was his skill in the explication and application
of the word of truth; and in the solution of cases
of conscience, he was particularly expert and judi-
cious. In his private conversation, he was interest-
ing, entertaining and instructive, but never “ The
rattle or harlequin of the room.” Into what trans-
ports of admiration and love of God—says the holy
and excellent Howe, have I seen him break forth'!
when some things foreign, or not immediately rela-
ting to practical godliness had taken up a good &mrt
of our time. How easy a step did he make it from
earth to heaven! : o ‘
.. As a minister, he was a wise master-builder.
His sermons were chiefly practical ; always breathing
a devotional spirit, enriched with happy and appro-
priate allusions. “ His eloquence, which like that
of the ancient classics, has not become antiquated
by the lapse of more than a century, must to his
contemporaries have been singularly fascinating.”
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His candour was great, too great for the bigots of his



