This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://google.com/books?id=VvJbAAAAQAAJ

Digitized by
Google



R e TR

. am

SATNT S
. SECURITY, |

AGAINST

Scducmg Spmts

3 OR, 1
T,he from the Holy one

e

Ma]or Aldermen , and Commonalty of the City of
Londm , Upon the Fifth of November, 1 65 1.

BY WILLIAM AMB« M A,

Sonus verborum awres percutit, Mugifter intie: eft,
Catbcdmmm Cielo habet quz cordaclocet, Au g

B et T SO

LoMDow

Prmted by 1. Srmm for Wlllzm Adderfon and aré
to be fold at his’ Shop at the three Golden Faloons g
IO J

Teacbmg
i Delxvcred in a Sermon at Pauls before the Lord

in Duck-lme 1652
Mﬁ%ﬁ RS S s A , 7%

N ol



-

e



T O
- The Rigut HoNouraBLE,

IOHN_ KEXN(DRICK,

 Lord MAJOR, and the Right Worihipfull

the Aldermen of the City of |
LONDOX.

Honourable and Beloved.

who have been, judicious Spe=
ors. of thofe uncharitable quar-
, which have broken forth in
le Latter dayes, amongft Pro-
u,have been ready to conclude,
save pot underftood that shing
which Religion: {ignifies; or df¢ they have a!::u&
1 ‘ . Az {e
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The Epifile Dedicatory.

any keeping the Faithqandclaving unto Chriftin
fuch an houre of Tempration.One great fmare; that-
the Devill hath layed to intangle foules, hath.
been , To putthem upon it to call every thing
into Qusflron ; which hath é;eclil the more dange-
yous, becaufe {uchesguiriadoth.pretend vo Lages.
suity, and s lrke d;?;‘-.rccof lmoWl:dg'e, alﬁte
to bee defired to make one Wfe, and certainly it
is farre better to be humbly and modeftly inqui-.
fitive; then Popifhly and Sottifhly ignorant, for
the ife mans eyes ageinhis head ; but the Foole
deftroyes himfelfe by a ftrange implicit faith, and -
blind obedience : But- when aPreud and Deboyht -
Spwic fhall become one of thole Flgmnyly
Errrmxa) thofe haeﬁ&ting-@eﬂiom&g, how will
he Vaunt and Triunphia his congeirs,as f he -
hdd Pofod arid ‘Nonptufl Tombiit félfe: When

~ fuchaone isgoren o thisltrong hold , whir

wilbner liis bold eonfidence dexeto Queftion ? -
‘ o | And
Co~N
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The Epifile Dedicasory.

And adthangh tieo might confider thar 3. Feok

may aske sore queftions then ten Wik men
esn apfwer, yeti fill he perfifieth in wgaige In.
teeragetarics; Amdifuchisthe difturbance of his
winds eccafionad: by the pride-and wickeduefle
of kis heare, thae Lugr the moft cleare and perty
vent Raply be madeto fis Demands; yetis Hee
whelly indifpafadunseosivefatisfagtian, Thysis
the pardint prind and infpléing Sepptick, 3t opce
Really che Devils Bondflave, and ¢onecigedly his
owne freeman. .

- Whonflwas,by yaur Qrier galled to this pub-
lique {drvioe, tany things of ehis kind did preffe
m e, Andthe greateft impreflion thar
sould peretive upon my {pivs was, To {peiks
famaching, tharmight, B the blefing of God,
tend w0 the ‘Vindigation of the Touh of Religj-
on , from the Malicions, byt Frivolous affronts

of Psophane, yet Cunning men ; and I conld:

nat findeone a more Dire® mcenes to shis cod,
shewby an appeale to ‘the Common fenfeof ali

{oules, which L bave done inthe fol--
lowing difcourfe, .acoording to the mealuce of
tkcgmoeiwd,"ﬂw effells whereof I heartily.

defire may be thefe two,

:Finfy Eor ever 19 - filence thar - Machjavilian :
o . Blafphe- -



The Epiftie Dedica;orj.

Blafphemy, that Religion isnothing ‘but a Poli-
tiquz Engz'nc, and thc:ltgtbcre ismo fuch thing in~
decd any whereto be found. There are thofe in
the world,whoin a true fpiritual fenfe have heard
with their eares, and feen with their eyes, and
handled with their hands of be word of Lsfe ; And
itis to be feared, that thofe foules, which deny,
that there is any Religionabroad , are wholly
devoidof it within themfelves. Religionis not:
a Chimera or I csion, but a real thing in the hearts
and lives of goodmen.

Secondly, To ftirre up and awaken Profe(fors,
that they reft not fatisfied in any Outward forme,
without the inward life and power of Religion,
Oh! Beenotcontented to ferve in the Oldnefle
of the Letter, but in the Newneffe of the {pirit.
‘Wee have raifed fucha Dafby our Difputes in
. leffer matters, and by our efpoufing fuch triviall

uarfels, that we have almoft loft our Chrift, and

ienated our affe@ions from our firft- Husband.
ftistime for us now to -call forth that Primitive
{pirit of Love and Purity, if by any meanes wee
might remeve the Scandal of our contentions,and
exhort one another fo much.the more, as we {ee
theday approaching. -~. .. @ i.u i Tl

After you had patiently given this Sermon the

- : Hearing,
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[

Hcarmg ou were ilcafcd to importune the Pub-
ereof, whereby your felves and others
mi htthcbqterPer pend, and truly examine what
is therein contained ; wlncb requeftof your Ho-
wors T could not eafil deny, but have accord-
ingly performed, and do here tender it to your
€ Acceptance, with hopefull confidence,
'that {eeing for the Fruths fake', it found fuch un-
&ed entertainment at your eare,it {hall not be
1fcd at the more fevere Tnhuml of your Eye.
- Now that good {pirit of Jefus Chrift open
the eyes of your mindes, that youmay fee and’
approve thingsthat are excellent, and perfwade
your hearts to receive the Truthinthe Love of
it, and dire& your ftepsto walke in the paths-
©of Mercy and Truth, that. you may beSaved..

So prayeth,.
Yours and the Churches
Servant in the Gofpel,.

William: Ames..
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1 John 2. 20.

Bt yee have an Vniion from the Holy One, and yee know
all things.

been of old an irreeoncileable feud

light and darkaefs,between good

,and wherefoever truth hath had

Jing there error and falfhood have

ared to intrude themfelvesy fo

- tuac uuso0ner was truth incarnate in the
Perfon of our Lord Jejus, but Antichrifi, yeamany Antie
chrifts did arifeand fet themfelves againft it 5 Jed magna
fuit Veritas & prevaleba’, Truth was great and did pre-

erm.1i

Truth and E)
0T @t enanisy.

waile. But when error and falfhood did perceive that

Truth remained invwlnerable in the Perfon of Chrift,
they betake themfelves to his poflerity, anc ‘the feed of
theSerpent dothconflit and try it out with the feed of
-the Woman ; yet ftill the viGtory hath been given on
the Saints fide. Butfuch was the malice of Truchs great
Adverfary, the Prince of darknefs,” that he would not
onelynot lay down the Fucklers, but that he might ap-

‘pear to deferve the name of 4rollyon and Abaddon, Hee .

“hath left no means unattempted , and hath more curi-
oufly fought out and invented how Hee might yet (if
poflible) carry the day againft the Truth; and to carry

'on his undertaking hath projected two ways eminently, -

whereby either to Bannifb Truth wholly out of the
world, or to flop her growth and progrefie in the world.

The one hath been by open force and violence,to perfecute guyicprig, |
P , the dmble deﬁq
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The Holy Amointing

\ m(fthe perfons of thofe who have profeffed themfelves t:)

n vio-

e

be Truth’s fubjetts; whereby he mightar ence make
them weary of their profeflion, agd deterand affright
others from entertaining that Truth which was thus
perfecuted in thofe that did profefs it.

The other way hath been by fecret (ubtilty and cun-
ning Sepbifirie to undermine and imbafe the Truth, so.
mixe his poyfon with Gods wine, whereby Hee might.
with lefs difficulty either cheat the Profeffors, and own-
ers of it, or at leaft hinder the Gewaine and naturail
which pure Truth fhould have wpon the mindes ef men. .
But uponall theglory there hath beena profedion and
defence, and this deferce hath been the musition of
Rocks. '

Firft, That there havebeen vioknt affaults upon the
perfons of the Saintsfor the Teuths fake, Inced not fetch
an argument from farrto demonfiratemnto you : Eve-
ry one that wemeet withall is able to tell us of thofe
primitive perfecutions, and torelateunto ne wefull fio- .
ries of the bloody Afaffacres that have been abroad. Who
amongftusis ignorant of thofe Swith-field Burcheries,
and thofe whole- barnt-offcrings of holy men, which the
bloody Priefts of Rowe did offer vo their. grest 1dol ¢
What fhall we fay. to this dages rehearfall of thole wot is-
vincible Armadoes, thofe Pewder-plots and confpiracics ,
thofe armies and infurre@ions, thofe wersand tymults,
which have threatned as with opex month,to fwallow up
and devoure whole Nations, and Common-wealths,
where Jefws Chrift hath bad his worfhippers? Certainl
%o thing herein is fo wonderfull as this, that Chrift harz
yet a Name in the world, that Hee hath yet a Nemse in
England, And that which hath fecured Truth and her
fubjects from the mifchief of thefe defignes bath been .
the powerfwll providence of the Almighry. Fie that hdﬂl;

ctn.
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.eth the Reins of Government in bis hand, who isthe*
" great and fupream Moderetor of this world hath taken
to himfelf his great pewer, and hath reigned. Bebold,
God hath been tobis Churches, and holy ones as 3 Re- 424

¢ from theftorme, and asa fbadow from the heat of

their perfcmtingAévctfarms,wbllQ the blaftofthe ter- , . . " g
. -rible ones hath been as a {torme again(t thewasl; {o that,™ -
aswe have cafe this day, ia our Anniverfary Comme-
moration of thefamever to be forgotten deliverances, wee
may take up that Angelicall Dexologre, and fay Blefling,
Honour, Glory and Power, be given to him that fits
upon the Throne, and to the Lambe for ever,amen, Halle- -

ah, , ~

b}Sacoadly, That there hath been deceit and Sopbiftryu~ 2 Swret cref
fed to {teale away Truth from the profeffors of it , no- '
- thisgismoseclearand manifeft. The Scripture fpeak-
eth exprefly, that there merefalfe Prophets amongft the
mopk, and there fall falfe Teachers creep in, whe

Il bring in damnable Herefies,even denying the Lord
thatbought them. And thefe Agents or Falfors for
Truths Adverfary, are cither thofe Tenchriones ¢ Luci-
{;ﬁf’ thofe Owles and Night birds, who doe/ecretly

pheam the Truth, but dare not come into the Lighs,
left their workes of derime/s {hould be rewssled and made
manifet. Or elfethey are thofe whom the Father calls
Meridiani Damenes, thofenoon-day Devils, who with
an iwpudent forehead dare {et themielves to cry downe,
and with moft Devillifb confidence to oppofe that
Truth which suf prevail and conquer. Andthelemay
be thefewhite Devilsthat would appear in the fhape of , Cov
Angelsof Lighs, whilft indeed fecretly and inwardly < &7/
they are nothing elfe but Feinds of Daskuefle. But a-
gaintt el thefe hath our Loxd Jefus fecured his Church

and people; and hath broxt:ght off his Truth withous

- 2

lofs
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p o

*ofs or prejudice; andthatby the powerfull working
of his own Spirit living in the hearts of holy men. Now

_ as we have caufe every way toblefs God for Truths fafe-
- ty, fofrom a godly jealoufic and holy fear we may adme-

nih and call upon the Profeffors of Truth, that they

- Pel 3.1be not led away with the error of the wicked, orenfna-

: Context.

red with the craf? and fubtilty of Antichriftian feducers 5 -
And this was the occaffon of that difcourfe which the- A -
poftlefalls upon in this Chapter, as may be gathered
from the 26, Verfe, Thefe things bave I writtenwito yox con-
cerning thews that feduce yow. '

The aged Apoftle in the beginning of his dilcourfe
doth well confult the condition of Believers to whom
this Epiftle fhould come, and writes unto themas unto -
little Children. In Verl.18. Little children, you, whofe
attainment it is to know the Father , even the Father of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and in bim yoxr God and Father:
My little Children, It is Hora noviffima , the laft houre,
and therefore you had need to ftirr up your felves, and
ferioufly to confider, how to fave your felves from that
great inundation of the myftery of iniquity, which will en-
gcav'our to fupprefle themyflery of Godlinefs. My little

- Children, Itisthe laft houre, and as you have heard

formerly by thofe who inftruéted you in the Truth,that

‘Antichrift fhould come, {o now already there be many
Antichrifts,forthis isthelaft time : And the danger is
greater, forafmuch as thofe Antichrifts who are abroad
were fometimes pretenders to the truth-of the Gofpell ,
fometimes they profefled themfelvesjubjei unto that
- Truth, which now they endeavonr to oppofe and vilify.
Yet let me informe you in this, That they went out from
-us, but they were mot of us, forif they had been ofus, no
doubt, they would have continned with us; but they
‘went out, that'it might be made marifeft they were
' not



The beft Teaching. '

notall ofus. Now after Hee had given this Alerum to
Believers, concerning the appreach of the Amtichriftian
Adverfary ; He gives himfelf and them a Cordial and
encouragement inthewords which I have read, Eat ye

have an un&ion from the Holy one, and yce know all things..

*Which words - you may pleafe to look upon as the
Saints fecurity in evill times, or the beft proteition of holy
men againft theimpudentaflaults of Brazen-faced error,
and Anticbr;‘/}ian falthood.

In thefe words be pleafed to obferve thefethree
things. - o
- Firft, A glorious Title given to Jefws Chrifz, the King
of Saints. He s called the Holy one. Tox have an annoint-
ing from the Holy one. The {pirits of Antichrift they are
wncleane {pirits, they are profane, debauched, polluted,
and polluting {pirits, but the fpirit ot our Lord Jefus,

-which isin you, proceedeth from onethat is boly, barms
lefsand [iparated from finners. This is a Titleoften given
in the old Teftament to the eternal/ Majelty, that increa-

The Text o
.

1 Chrift 1l
Holy one,

ted Being,God himfelf: And our Lord Jefus,as theeterna'l

Son of the everlafting Father, is dignified with the fame

Title,and called the Holy Child, the Holy thing, the Ho-

lyone ;5 yeain Dan.g.24. heiscalled thefendum [ando-

rum, The great Saint, or the moft holy ofall : Therethe

Angel tells Daniel that after feventy weeks there thould

bea reconciliation made for iniql\‘:ity » and everlafting

yighteoufmefs brongbt in , and the moft boly fhould be
annointed : that is,our Lord Jefus Chrift, thetrue 2/

Jiab, fhould come in the flefhand beinangwrated, and in-
Jialled into that great office of an high Prieft, which
had been for fo many, years paft typified and jhadowed ont

in their Prieft that ferved in the Temple. Now this is

worth our confideratfon, That if our Lord Jefus; who is

the Fountain from wherice we receive.this {pisit be fo

- holy

<
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holyand pure, then furcly the effes and operstions
that this {pirit doth ce in thofe who. receive i

muft beholy and purealfo. Impurity,uncleanaefs an

finfull deﬁgnmpzzmt poflibly praceed from fo pwre
a ‘Fritas the {pirit of Jefus Chriftis, whofe Name is,

. TheHolyane. . : ~ .
it Secomdlly, Another thing confiderablein the words i,

" Aocffufen of theHoly Ghoft from Jefus Chrift

bis people. Tee have anunilion, oryee have received the
anosmting. The cuftome ofanointing was ancicatly u-
fed cither to féparate and confecrate to an holy ufe, or to
. inftall and inaugurate to fome office and lervice, or to en-
‘dow with gifts fuitable to fome notable and eminens
 employment. And we finde in the Scriptures , That
the anointing paft upon fome of their Prapbets , theix
Triefts, and their Kings. Ttisalfofurther ablerved, That
0 the fecomd Tomple, c’hemoin’tiog, or the holy oynt-
ment was wesiting, which might fignifie to the Jews that

then were, that their Ceremoniall Rites were begin-
ning to waffe; they fhould therefore long for, and ear-
, Deftly defire the A¢ffiahs comming, by whem that 2«
nointing and other things fhould be  fuppiyed and refto-
¥ed ina more {ingular and eminent way. Qur Lord
Jefus as our Bigh Prieft' was anointed; and from him do
all his peopleas fo many inferionr Prisfls, receive and
participateof that amoimeing : for as it s abferved, The
High Prie{t of old had mdlk oyle poured vpon his head,

’-and the other Priefts werebut [priskied with that haly-
.oyle. So then themeaning of this aneinting which 1
poured out from Chrift upon his ipeople muit needs fig-
nifie a commmication of the fame {pirit, of the feme life,
-of the fame grace and matune, that Jefus Chrilt,as the
chief Priefl, was aminted withall from the Father:s
fo that the fame difpofition. and goodnefs ofménd doth
flow out from Chrift toa gracious foule. Third-
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Thirdly, Here is the great benefit that Believers doe
Receiveby this holy anointing, which they have from
the holy one, and that is, That they k#ow all things. Tox
bave an unition from the l;d; one, and yee kuow all things.
There is fome difference in the resding of thefe words;
The syriack 1 reads them thus, yee know alf
- men 3 and in thnat wence they may refer'to that whichthe
Apoftle Panl{peaks of in 1 Corint.12.10.where,amoag(t

the gifts of the fpirit, which he reckonethup, this is-

3 Knowlec
the benefir
anoinling.

one, namely  fanplosss mpgms,  the difverning of fpirits.

And the truth is, this great gift of difcerning means (pi-

rits was more efpecially given to fome then unto others-

in the primitive times , and they were ablenot onely
" probably to conjetture,but alfo to give a judgement con-

cerning mapy with whom they converfed, and did

thereby difcover divers hallow and falfe-b:artcd Hypo-
crites: which gift may, peradventure, though in a jmal-
ler meafure and lower degree, live even to this day in
the hearts.of holy men ; for verily, they many times do
givea very {hrewd conjefture,not to fay judgement,con-

cerning Profeflors amongft whom they live; but this-

they doe with a faber, modeft and compaffionute {pitit.
As for profane monﬁcrs’, and fotm’m: ﬁnng;, theircon-

dition 1s obviaws, and eeffly to be difcerned, by men.
whofecyes are in their heads, who are not blinded with

a Bribe of favour, or prejudiced with fome ford and
palfionate afeion. But all the Greek Copies,.as is ob-

ferved, do read the words as we tran{late them. 2ee knoms s i

all things ;5 that is, all thofe maine, necefary , and funda-
wmentall Truths, which Jéfus Chrift came todeclare; as
from the Father tothe World ; or yee know all things,
that is, All thofe Traths of the Gofpel which thofe Aati-

cirifts that now are, or-that great Antichrift which

1ball come, will fect themfelvestooppefe and contu#i&' .
, ou,
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You, who have this anoint'm%‘ doe moft certainly and
afluredly know, and are well eftablithed int thefe princi-
pall and capstall Truths which you have received by
vertue of this anointing. Thus we havea briefaccount
of thefe words prefented tous:And the point that 1 fhal

di(courfe upon, with your Chriftian patience is this.
gﬁ&, e Thatthe moft certaine and affured knowledge of Chriftian:
veachth . dollrineis attained unto by a participation of the anvinting
Dodirine of of Jefues Chrift. Yee havereceived fuch an unction, and
. thereby it 1s that yee know all things. Every man
almoft, in thefe days, thinks himfelf wel inftruiZed in
‘his Profeflion that hee makes, and in the Articles of
Faith whereunto he declareth himfelfto bee a fervant :_
 who is there, that doth not judge himfelf tobe asa
Mafber of Ifrael; well underftood in all points of Theo-
logie; who yet, like Nicodemns , remaineth in the very
darknefs ofignorance, as ot knoving what Regemerats-
on and the new birth might fignifie : for we (hall finde |

that thereisno fuch certaine and infallible way to come
to the knowledge of heavenly Truths, asby Receving:

an un&ionfrom Jefus Chrift.

When Job’s three Friends had fpent much time in
arguing and redarguing the cafe with Fob, Elibs ftand-
‘eth up and fpeaketh after this manner. I did ex-
pect that dayes fhould have taught wifedome, aud that
1{hould havefound underftanding in the multitude of
years, butnow I finde, thereis a fpirit in man, and the
goh 3 Sinfpiration of the Almighty giveth him snderffanding 5
great menare not alwayes wife, neither doe the Aged
underftand judgernent; I find a great differcnce between
the judgement that thefe men, though grave feniors,
ive concerning Jeb's cafe, and thejudgement that the
pirit of God giveth : The Cenfure of thefe meh procee-
deth from the peevifh, angry {pirits of men,but the judge-
- : . i ‘ ment
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ment of the divine fpirit in this cafe is according to
Truth. : -
But that motable Scripture which Ihall briefly {peak

" unto is in 1 Corinth. 2, 13, 14. &c. where the Apofile

fpeaking of this very fubje&, telleth us of many things:
That which is the f#bfiratum , the maine bufinefs of his

_ difcourfe, are 7 78 eauds, the things of the [pi-

rit ; 'then he telsus of a- zaturall man and a fpirituall
man ; then he fpeaks of the fpirit of the Horld, the/pi-
rit of God, and the minde of Chrifi ; and then Hee com-

_pares all thefe together, and bringeth forth thus much,

namely, That the [piritof the world, the [pirit of a natu-
rall man, which is a mundane, worldly {pirit, cannot re-
ceive the things of thefpirit of God, for they are fpiri-
tually difcerned, and onely they can know them, who
have the fame [pirit livingand dwelling in their foules,
which Jefus Chrift had dwelling in him having received
it from the Father; Wee have the minde, and fpirit

“of God, and hereby doe we know the things of the

Spirit. i
That I may the more clearly manifelt, to this gress
Affembly,what my underftanding is in this weighty mat-

- ter, give me leave to preface foure particulars, which

may prevent miftakes, as if any private or parti.
cular defigne were aimed at in fuch a Do&rine as
this.

Kirlt, Man as a reafonable Creatwre is the fubjec of

Chriftian Dolrine. Man doth not throw away his mind
and underftandisg when hee comes to beprofe/ited into

- the Truthsof Chrift. When God undertaketh to in-

forme aman with heavenly do@rine, hee doth not
deale with himas hee would deale with a ffore which
he would raife up to be a child to Abrabam, for he
findeth man already endowed with a minde and wil,

C upon

Foure Propofs
tions preven-
tive.

t Ravional)

man the fubje&
of Chrifts-Do-
&hine, .
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upon which account Hee is 'capeble t0 heare further
from his God. Mans snderflandingis of very good ufe
in Chriftian Religion ; for by that is manableto com-
manicate much of his fence inheavenlythings wneo o.
‘thers, asalfoto plead for, and by argument to sk
the Truth recetved, again{t the Cavils and ovntradi-
&ions of fuch gs oppofe themfel ves. 1 muft confels free-
ly what 1apprehend, That, in the mament of a mans con-
wverfion, when the grace of God powerfully ceizethap-
‘on his {pirit to turne bim from darkne(s ¢o light, and -
from the powerof Satan unto God, thefe a&#s that he -
-doth then pesforme, are the moltsationmsl/wis thatever .
‘he did performe in all his life. The aéts of R '
tance, Faith and Selfe deryall, the a&t of tumi

fin unto God, whicharethe a@sthat appearinthe firft
motion of thefouleunto God, thefe are i themfikes
and to. the fonle, moft reafonable, equitable, juft and
‘right; yea, in the further progrefs of the prace of God
‘inmans minde, when it growes up into fan&ication
and holinefs, the wsderflanding of aman doth a& and -
alteth wnder/fendingly. The truth is, This minde and
undérftanding of 2 man is dris sisdurdls, as the great
Philofopher calls it, the very flower of a mans foule,
which is not blafiedand withered by the Trathsof the
Gofpell, but it 1s thereby reformed, rniified, repairedand
refloredtoits primave perfe&tion,with great advantage.
So that I think, in a feber fence, whatthe A poftle fpeaks
of the Law, That it is d¢ xpsdr.7atyends, 2 School-
_Mafter to Chrift, maybe fayd of mansnaturall know-
ledge, and underftanding : In which fence oneof the
Antients calleth true Philofophy wmpemedsix xsep, an .
inferiour Schoole, or a fore teaching to Chrift, as #t is
that which renders a man capableand fit to receive the
impreffions ofa divine fpirit : For certainely a man #s ..

bis
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. s witts, and not & mad , difireclod man., is the fubjeft
‘of Gods grace, of hie comverting and fandtifying
" grace. oo ) :
~ Seeondly, The wristen word of God, in the Scrip- 3 The wrine
tazesof Truth, is the onely. swtmerd rule of faith and »od ik oe-
manners. ‘This is the norwa fidei & mersm 5 According ™"
to this rale mult every man, cader his converfation,
i.8.20. To the Law and to the Teftimony, if they
not according to this word, it is becaufe they
‘bave not feamuchasmorning-light in them. This is the
. royall Standardiof T ruth, untowhich we muf¥ bring all
meos dogmata , their aflertions, and opinions, which are
vewdodfor Truth ir the warld: Hereby may we examise,
andijmdge of allthat, which men would obtrude upon
- us. [. recommend,to every one that hearesme, the cos-
ftant findying of the hol ires, as the Oracles
of God. Frwasthat, for the Hoty wunoft doth fo
bighly commend the Bereasn ctriftians, That they recei-
ved the word with all seadinefs of mind, and fearched
the Scriptures daily,whether thofe things weref{o;and
‘upon this accoumt they were called wymieun, more
noble, asbeiog beNter borme, better breds better educated
theun thofeof 7 :will onely adde this, That
the Letter of :ih is but desd without a divine
joyned with it,and a [pirit, moving mans mind,
.z};m:J ms;vord, is v“t; qxeﬁw{z?: and da:gmm. _ %

Thérdly, The Holy Spirit, which is undevitoad by this 3 e Untti
.anointing, isno private [pirit, or particular impulfe , ‘mo of the [ b
{ﬁu[a perfwafionor extraordinary inlpiration, but a.gent-. feufe,
rall andsuniverfall [enfe in winds. Holy men ,
.doeall agree, by comrmon hofe Fiuths,which
- the New Creature doth chiefly sefent and rellith. The
- .Apoftie to this purpofe ufeth swo. expreflions, 3 Cor.

. ¥2.13.and 3 Cor. 4. 13. gyaltfmarc.wca&b:pci.zd
’ “ 2 ‘ ‘100
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jntoene bods, and havebeen all made to drinke into one
pirit: and wee have the fame fpirit of Faith. Wherethe-
Apoftle confiders the commmnity of Chriftians, under
the notion of a body made up of feverall members,
which muft have « fowle and [pirit to informe, animate,
quicken and enliven it : This is that {pirit of Jefus
Chrift which doth /iz¢ in the foules of holy men; ‘and
diftinguifb them from the common Herd of Infidels and
Beaftly finners. Although we may be ignorant of that
which the Philofophersmeant by their Anims mund; ;
thefouleof the world, yet methinks every gracious
heart thould eafily apprezend what is that {pirit and
fouleof theregenerate world. But here I muft acknow-
ledgealfo, That the eternallfpirit of God dothfometimes .
comedowne as from Heaven,and particularly move up.

_ onaregenerate minde, whereby itdoth dmler.iv, blow

of 'the athes and f#ir wp thofe heavenly {parkes, which
lay in the foule asbwried under fome clouds of fadnefs,
and hereby the frozen and benwmrned {pirit of a precious
faint doth finde it felfe thawed into a vivacious fitnefs
for any fervice. Thisis that which the/powfe calls forin
Seng 4. 16. Awake O North winde come thox Soxth,
blow upon my Garden, that the (pices thereof may flow ont.
This difcourfe, I conceive, may fhew us the difference
between the good [pirit of God, which fober minds con- -
verfe withall, and that c(matick and ea:lﬂatrck fpirit,
which vaine men pretend unto, andare deluded with.
This Jpirit,in both the fenfes that we have {poken of;
may net be condemned asa groundlefs Enthufafme , for.
asthe learned Cameron obferves, Enthufiafmus eft, ubi quis
eft merum organum, fine omni ufu rationis & judicij. - Then
1sa manacted by fucha fpirit, when he uttereth Reve-
lations w{tbout the ufeof his wnderftanding and reafon ,
as.fometimes the Propbets of old did, who were but as-
a trunk_
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- atrunk or inftrument through which the {pirit convey-
ed tlllofe fecrets , which Ggod would declgre unto :Ze
- world. - -

Fourthly, The [pirit of Chrift fignified by this anointing, 4 Thefi
is firft rete,i'ved in theway of bi{i wdinfnce:, and is tberebg 1 Chrift
maintained and carryed on, anddoth live with great delight "
in the ufeof thofe Ordinances where it was firfbreceived, He
who hath received the anointing from theHoly one,
-knows where he hath received it, and he knowes alfo,
that the fame fpirit can bresth no where fofreely, as in-
fuch haoly aire. The new Creature was borze under the
Ordinances of the Gofpell, and is#urfed and brought
up under them. Faith came firft by hearing , and Faith
groweth and receiveth ftrength, being nourifhed by the.
{fame Doé&rine, by which it was at firft planted. - They
who have heard and learned of the Father come unto
Chrift, and know not whetherto goefrom him,becaufe
hehath the words of eternall life. The Apoftle in 2
Cor. 3.8. calleth the miniftration of the Gofpel the ;-
nifiration of the [pirit,asbeing that by which the foul doth-
~ receive,and grow up in this divine and heavenly life,

Therefore the Author of this Epiftle writing to aneint-
ed ones, tels them that as they bad heard foit fhould be.
that Antichrift would come, and that they fhould abide
in the Truth; whereby he doth comwend them and -
their Teachers for their great care anddiligence in
Jearchingont and receiving the Truth. T need not{pend.
time in fhewing thelawfulnefs,, conveniency, and ne-
ceflity of Gofpell Ordinances, fuch as are, Hearing the.
word, prayer, breaking of bread, .to {hew forth the.
Lords death, and thereft which are of the like inftitu-
tion. Onely thisI would {peak by way of admouition, as.
it1sa ferious and generall- obfervation which holy men -

haye made, ‘That no fooner do men calt off the ufe gf
the
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the Ordinances and appointments of Jefus Chrift, bue
atehe fame. time they dee caft of God and godlinefs
and laying the Reins upon their own necks, they fév the
foot upon the holy Law, rugring defperately wpen-fur-
ther mifohief. Thus hath divine branded thofe
who wouldnot humbly fubmit to fuch facsed mfliasi-
oms. Such isthe 2ujsfly and” Authorivy of thefe things,
that almoft every man in the ufe of themy doth finde an
ave upon his confcience, and feel hinnfeit commended
into a woderate and fober mode(ty, 2 modbfBfobricty and-
moderation. S :
Having thus layd downe thefe foure particulars by
way of prevention, give me leave toex thefence
of the Dodtrine ia thefe feven following propofitions.
Firft, The Lord Jefus as bead of bis- Clwroh was firft a-

--noinded with the divine [pirit, Here began this boly Unét-

on; Jefus Chrilt was the fir# Recoiver of the Spirit.
The eternall f{pirit powredforth an «duwdance of shis
ointment upon the perfonof our Losd Jefas, He was

- anointed with theoyle of gladnefsabowe his Fellowes.

'In theancient anoiatings, God had appointed certsine

meafures of thisoy! to be. fpent upon thepenfons awoin+
ted : Sax/ was anointed with a meﬁof:ylc, asnoe like
id was 3

‘to continue ia the throme long;

with a horae of oyle, his Kingdome being to semaine:
longers butit pleafed the Father thae in- Jefus Chrift:
{hould all fulnefs dwelk, fo that in Hoi 20. heiscalled
The anointing 3 and fuch is the favourof his geod oint-
ments that his Name isasointment powredforth, there~

fore doethe Virgins lovehim. TheLord Jefusdid Res
.ceive this fulnefs for owrfakes, thae from it we might re-

ceive, and graceforgrace. Heewasto be the head of

‘his Church, propter eminensiam €5 inflaentiane, not one-
Ay for fuperiority, but alfo for influence and convey-.

~ ance,

1
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ante, fothat upon this account Hee was firft confidered
in thebufinefsof anofating, that hemightbe ufefullfor
conveyance of this {pirit to his people. The ointment -
poured upon the head of the high Prieft, rax downe
upon bis and to theskirts of his dothin§ , lea-
vingafweet fragnacie and favonr behinde it: fo doth
this [pirit of our Lord Tefus,flow from him, down to all
- his faints,a hem with bis owne fweetnefs,
Aad asthe jjah, when hee went to-heaven,
lat his mamrte ana jprrat foll upon Elifs : fo did our
blefledLordand Saviour,after his afcention, fend forth
~ his owne fpirit xo dwell with his Difciples, as their.
folace,and combort,in his meceflary abfence. 2 Chri
Sccondly, Fefws Chrift as a focond Adam doth begett fcmd 4d,
Childrem after bis owne Image. The firlt Adem broughe bath bisof
forch children in his ownelikenefs , deriving to them /. -
the fame naterall {pirit which was in himfelfe : fo
. doth the fecond Adsm propagate his pofterity, and
- give unto them his owne {pirit which is fupernaturail
and heavenly ; The Pi@ure doth not {o exaltly refem-
‘bl the face, as the r;geuuaue foule doth refemble her
everhafting Fachier. T'his Notion lyeth very obvious in
the 5. of the Remers. Where the Apoftle difcourfeth
of the two Adamsand theirtwo polterities, with their
feverall advantages, or prejudices that they received
from their head : Asby ome max finne entered into the -
world, and death by finne, and death paffed upon all, .
forafmuch asall have finned : which words referre to
the whole pofterity of the frfé #dam : fo by ewe man -
camelife, by one came forgrvenefs, by. one.came fuch a -
univerfall repasation s that asis Adam all dyed, fo in
Chrift all are madealive; all the pofterity of the fecord
- Adam areas much, yea more advantaged by their Head
Jelus Chrifts then all the poderity of the firft Adam

were
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were damnified by his A poftacy, and the influence that
ithaduponthem. The Lord Jcfusfindes the children
of the firft .4dem in their naturall capacity, and maketh
them the fubjectsofhis grace, but Hee bringeth forth
upon their minds and {pjrits a #ew creation, whichhe

_did not findein them,nonotin femine, notinthe feeds

or root of it - Heecometh by his {pirit to doe fome
thing in man, which could notbe done by the fublim.-
tiom or improvement of thofe findera nature , thofe re-
liques and remainders of Shipwrackt nature, for if fo,
then what meaneth that bitfer Cup, what meant that
pomp of bloody fufferings, which Jefus Chrift.did under-
goe? What need was there that he thould come en-
dowed with (0 much {piric? If Naturall principles, which
yetremaine in the broken pofterity of the firft Adume,
could havebrought forth that which now is thegresz
defigne and undertaking of Chrift in the world; Hee
feemeth to have comein the fleth, and to have fuffered
fuch contradition of finners, and fo fhamefull, accurfed
death upon the Crofs upon 90 /mal and too inferiour ac -
count. Doth Jefus Chrift,after 4/l this,effe@ no more up-
.on men, then what thefcattered peices of decayed nature
being gathered together,could effeGt upon them? Sure-
ly, Erethren , Hee doth more then fo, for hee begetts
.children unto himfelfe as aFather, and ##xiteth m

aunto himfelfe as an Head, Hee tranfplanteth {oules into
another foyle, andthey live in him , deriving fap and
{pirit from him as from their better foyle, their new Root.
The Apoftlein Gal. 4. doththus exprefs it, My little
children, with whom I travaile in birth, xws ¢ usppeli
sk @ Vin, untill Chrift be formed in yox ; thatis, until
the fpirit of our Lord Jefus comes to be that to your

- foules, which your foules areunto your bodies; The

xeafonablefoulein man isthe principle of life, . and tl}:t
' y
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by which he is denominated to bea man,and dif inguifb-
edframabealt ;5 {o doth the fpirit of Chrift working it
felfe into the fouleof man, transforme him into his owne
-image, and this mew Creature hath the Jame [pirit, na-
ition with Jefus Chrift, whereby he s de-
Chriftian , and diftinguifhed from other
(on of JJus Chrift was that originall copy,
which all his pofterity thould be made
This isthat which the Apoftle fpeaks to
creHeefaith,As wee have born the image
»muft webeare theimage of the Heqver-
h is not onely to be underftood in a- cor-
hat our bodies in the R efurre&ion fhall
‘ their duft into the likenefle of Cbrifts
.butin afpirituall fenfe alfo,for our minds
ing received the firft fruits of the R efir-
:hemfelyes already,they alfo thall in uni-
vu wien toeir podiesrifeup in a compleat fimilitude and
- likenefle to our Lord Jefus, having limbe for limbe,
graceforgrace. ' o
~ Thirdly, The fpirit and life of Chrift communicated to 3 chifs fi.
bi.;/}eopl'e, doth make them capable and able to wnderfiand his };’dfg‘gx‘
will. "When the fpirit of Regeneration is Paft upon the i b,
foule, then doth a man becomefit to underftand hea-
venly Truths. Itis true, There is a kinde of rationall
affenttoheavenly Truths before converfion, and the
naturall man doth underftand the fetter of the {pirit,
but notthe fpiritofthe letter ; yet noman hath {o clear,
fofulland undoubted underftanding of thofe things as
he whofe mindeis defecated and purgedfrom the dreggs
of worldly lzbg which arelikea ‘fogg and #if? upon the
face ofthe foule.. The foules of men are like o many
glaffes, which refle& the image of things prefented be-
fore them, now ifthere be a fleame breathed upon the
D glafle,
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glafle, theRefleGtion is verylittle, or noneat all; or if
the light, which fhould convey thefpeciesfrom theob-
je& to the glafle, bee but a dim twi. light, a weake and in-
fufficient light, there is no refletion neithers foit is
with the foules of men, whilft our werldly affoftions,
and edudicrate lovetofinne and wickednefs, doeboyle
. and hubble up within us, {ending up their freames 10~
" to our minds, thethings of God canmot be feen, accord-
ing to the greatue(s of that beauty and-excellency which
is upon them; Hethat caufed the lightto fhineout of
darkne(s, muft fhinein our hearts, tz—givc that  peripds.
s#i ytensm that light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jefus Chrifts for asthe Pfalinift fpeaks s .
tuo lumme lumen videbimas, inthy light we fhail (F:hght ,
The holy nature of Jefus Chrift is thetrae Callyrinm the
true cye-falve,wherby the foul muft be cured of itsblind-
nefs ; and the Apoftlefpeaksin Col 3.10. of patting on
thenew man 7 < rexaniyww i dwiysoen, which is renewed
into knowledge, accordin% to the image of him that
created him : Untill we be renewed in the fpiiit of
our mindes, and taken off from thelove of this world,
and the things thereof, wee cangpot attainetoa right
new Teftament knowledg of thofe things, whieh Chrift
hath revealed from the bofome of the Father. Thereis
a preputium cordis, aforeskin of theheart, a pride andims-
Jalency of the naturall {pirit , which muft be circwmecifed
and deftroyed, before the foule can attaine unto a full
vrew of that excellent-and glorious Truth, which Jefers
Chrift c},oth p;cefent u;d}vithall; o
amemaive  Fourthly, 1he kmowledge of Chriftian Dolbrine growmied.
vhdge  omely xpon};frgmmt #s but dvu);:full g vsartae knowledge.
pdad Y conceive, that Syllogifiner and argwments areonely for
th#s world,and the things of this wazld, b not for the
thingsof God & of theother world . The matural Philo- .
fopker .
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- fopherattains to his naturall knowledge by obfervations
and experiments in feverall particulars, by Autecedent,
and confequents, & moft of his knowledge in thofe things

. isvery d&d»k, crazy and qweflionmable , which made thae
great Philofopher after all hisinquiryfor knowledge,

" profefs, That heonely attained to this, that he knew
gimfelfetobei%norant, Hoc tantum [cio quod wibil [tio
‘This onely do I know, that I know nothing. Kut God
hath ordained a better way to convey his Truth into our
hearts, and that isby a rewovation of our minds,and by

. the commmnicationof a divinenatwre. God hath not left
‘his people at wncertaintiesin thofe things whicharema-
terfall and neceffary,but hath given them morethen the
certainty of a demenfiration. Whatfoever 1 doe receive
for Truth upon the account of argumentative conclufi-
-ons, that 1am bound to /sy aféde and difowne for Error
upon the like account , when a more probable argu-
ment comes : Andtruly Friends,if all the ground of our

hriftand Truth, or Chriftian Dottrine,
h an argument conveyed 1t unto us, what
fusand the Truth, when wee mect with
'r and Antichriftian Head, who fhal frame
igainft the Truth, unanfwerable by our
re fhall a man ever confeft , ithe muft live
‘mes in the world ? des, every one to
pell of Chriftis preached, hath not a»
bead {trong enough to grapple with the bigweffe and depth
‘of fomekindeof ‘arguments, who yet may have their
hbearts truly mortifiedto this world, and carryed out
m lovaetothe perfos and neture of our Lord Jefus. The
ground of that antient {Z'epticifm, and that dureanile,
iof the Academicks, whereby they did affert that no-

- thing could be comprehended, might be this; All

their knowledge was derived unto them by probable
' D2 : conclufions

.
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conclufions | {o that no thing was certainly and eternally
true and infallible, but conjeiurall and probable onely,
and to beentertained according to theretinse and pomp
of well drefled arguments. Hee that is but an Argwmere-
tative Chriftian,is rather a fceptick,then a true.Chriftian:
He is a Chriftian at the greateft srcertainty in the world ¢
I muft confefs, many Notions which are obtruded upon
men as Orthodox«l,and contended for by ethers as prin-
cipall pieces. of Theologie, muftbe foberly examined by
Scripture and reafon, for they are not per fexota,they are.
not feen by theirown light, & in fuch opinions, modefty
and fobriety are highly commendable. Yea, I confefle
further, Thatthe heavenlz' principles of the New Crea-
ture may. be Back'dand ftrcngthned by rationall argu-
ments, and many times, the {oule is conftrained by a
pradicall Syllogifme tobe lefle difquieced within it felfe 5
but yet, The moft cleare evidence. and aflurance of the
Truthand geodnefje in thefe holy things of Chrift and
thenew Creature, arifeth out of themfelves, as light
flowethfrom.theboc'y of the Sun, without the contufron
or corzpulfion of an harfh argument 5 yea, anda regene-
rate heart doth by an holy Sympa:by,entertaine with in-_
finitedelight thefe precious and holy Truths. Argu-
ments and Syllogiimes doe. make a ‘grest noife in the
world ;- mee thinke, they are not unlike to that ap-
arance in Horeb unto the Prophet Flijsh, when the
reat and {trong winde rent the mountaines, and brake
1n piecesthe Rocks, butitisfaid, the Lord was not in
the winde, nor in the earthquake, hor in the fire, but
he was in the flill, fmall voice. Lux.fpirisus [anddi eft lenis
Iux, perfundens (e mentibus. 'The Holy fpirit doth gemtly
hover over thefoule, and brood upon it ; Heavenly Do~
Grinefalleth downe upon thefpirits of men , not like a-
mighty wiolens raine, but like a. feowre of oyle; likea
Tweet honey-dew. - ‘ Fifthly,

L4



The beft Teaching.

21

Fifthly, The imward en{e of a regemerate minde .. doth s fward e

eafily judge between ( brift and- Amtichriff. Such hol
fojt;l]e{are well re(olved{about the thing's/f)f God, the;
donothalt between God and Baal, arguing themfelves
cut of all Religion and modefty; butthey have a 744~
ralltendency towards thefe things,and they feel a magne-
tick vertue fecretly over-powerthem : This is the na-
turall working ofthe new. Creature, whereby the foule
- doth inwardly javosr and rellifh, differenceand diftinguifb
between the Do¢rines of Chrift, and the Impoftures of
~ Antichrift, Jefus Chrift tells usin Jobn 10. Thathis
Sheep do hear his voice; but they will not follow a ftran.
he would have us to underftand, That all his Difciples,
" who are truly taught of him, doe carry within them-
felves the.Lapis Lydms,the Touch-ftone of Truth, and

fuch is the prefent Touch or Tafte that fome things do °

" make upon their {pirits, that they doe eafily difcee
from whencethey come, although they doe not bring
them to an externall Judicatory. The Divine nature
whereof we aremade partakers, doth put a difference
between that which is reslly and traly heavenly, and
that whichis onely counterfeit ftuffe, asthe Touch(tone
doth between Gold and Copper. Itis worthy of our
obfervation, That every life doth attrad and conco®
that which is fuitable to 1ts nature; and the moft infe-
riour life hath fuch a faculty. The Plants-of the earth
. dodrawunte themfelves that fap and juice which is

proper for them,and do digett it into nourithment; - Tte.

Beafts of the ficld doe naturally move towards: thofe
things which will maintainetheir lives.and tune afide

from that which is poyfonous and deftructive te them,and

what isby themreceived, they turne, in fuccum &+ [in~
guinem.into food and nourifhment,anddoe grow thetr)ee
. y,

er, for they k#ow not the voice of {trangers. Whereby -

judgerh be -
tween Chrif
and Anvichy
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by. Therationalllifein a naturall man doth by obfer-
vation , argument, and difpute, gather up maturall
Truths, whereby the man becomes well pgl;jbed' in his
underftanding, and may deferve the name of an infirsZ-
ed Philofopher 5 {0 doth that [piritwell and heavenly life,
which we call the new Creature, and Divine natureina.
Chriftian, it, being indued with fuch an attra@tive and
digeflive taculty, doth know what is fuitable or wnfuite-

ble to it felfe, and doth . or di{-rellifh
it. The Needletouche doth not more
naturally movetowar 1 foule tewched

with 2 Divine Spirit,dotn move rowaras andfreele wm-
brace thetruths of chrift s itca
the compafs untill it be cemtered
{pirit of this world lives, and is
: 0‘ 2 rally affett worldly things,th? lues v anc IIC10,TTC 1ULeS
ﬁ, -1 tZe eye,andthe pride of life. Hethat loveth profiz,
is wholly taken up in getting wealth; He that loveth
-bonour and popular applaufe, doth fet himfelfe to pleafe
men ; Hee that loveth plafures, ftudieth excefs, riot,
wantonnefs,and dalliance; and allthefedo finde their
{piritsmove with a kinde of nitwrelnefs towards fuch
things, and take wonderfull contentment inthem ; fo
:thatas the A poftic {peakes, Thefe men are onidor:; onp-
2. Fym . Yoeh, pimar ¥ enébuis,Lovers of pleafure,loversef mony,ra-
.4 therthen lovers of God. The fpirit of‘ Fefus Chrift,in the
hearts of ‘holy men,doth,with fevour and rellifh, enter-
tain the things of God , whil(t other men that have but
common {pirits,cannot take any delight or complacency
1in them. Such was the hearty & fincere affeGtion of T-
mothy towards the Philippians, that Saint Paslfaith, there
.wasnonelike him, who did ™ ol dvriy upturle, na~
turally take care of their affaires. And itis much more
-true of a regenerate heart; for none attaine to fuch a

di(-

el
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difcretion in heavenly Truths as it felfe ateaineth unto,
for uiito a man void of fuch a life, thofe precioustruths
are likethe white of 4negge, without any favour.

Sixthly, The truc kmowledge of beavenly things encreafeth %f“’f'g
according to the meafnre of Saniification . 1doenot{peak ,,, nabl
of knowledge falfly {o called, as the Apoftlefome where Swfifica
termes it, but of trwe knowledge, thatis, mward; experi-
mewtald nnderftanding and this grows up as holinesdoth
enlarge it felf in the foule. Theclearer the 6/4f5, the
more perfet is the Reflediomthat it makes; The more
pure and fpotlefsche foul is, the beteer doth it receive
and judge of besvenly things. If it bebut D1y-break  or
adim and dws fie twilight,we have a more doubtfull ap-
pearance of things that are before us: but if it growes
to amorning-light, amd onoe encreafeth mto a moon-day
brightnefs,then have weamore exa&tand judicious vi-
fiom of them. When the foul begins at fir(t to twrn unto-

God, it hath fome tafte or fmattering of thefe fpirttuall
daimties, ard it is like rhat safbe, which new-borne babes
have of the milk which they fuck from the Brefts ; but
when t follows on to know the Lord,whofe
ﬁoing rorwn 1s prepared as the worning, and when he-

oth refolvedly, and firongly carry on the work of fan-
Gification in his heant and life, then doth he cometoa

more B ndgementof chefe things 5 Hee -
was a cbi »w heis grown up to 2 féromg
man in C t Apoftle tells us, When he -
was a chi ia child, Hee undcrftood as a -

- child, bur wnen ne pecame aman, hee put away child-
ifh things , His apprehenfions of truth were but /ow and
weak, becaufe his capacity was not great, butnow he -
looks upom the brighter tace of trath with greater com-
‘placency then he did before. Our Lord Jefus tells us-

in Jobn 7.17..1f any man willdoe his will,hee fhall knowf '
A "
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of the Dodtrine whether it be of God. Thebeft way to
know. affaredly and impregnably the truth of thofe things
which God {peaketh in his word, is to obferve and o-
_bey thofe things which God enjoynes.The Holy Ghoft,
wegich is the beft witnes of Jefus Chrift & his Do&rine,
isgiven tothem that obey him,4é.5.32. and thefe men
do {weetly reft in an afflurance of the truth, whilft others
who are of impare {pirits do qwarrell and fnarle againft
it. Hethat would grow in the ksowledge of our Lor% and
Saviour Jefus Chrift, let him grow in grace,as the A-
oftleexhortsin 2 Pet. 3. 18. One thatis newly eritered
nto the School of Chrift, doth findeita hard and diffi-
culttask, to fubdueevery corruption : The fins of edu-
cation, cafome ,and natwrall tendency are not eafily mafte-
red ; Henceit comes to pafs, that upon any leps, o- tall -
into any particularfin, the foulebegins tobe haunted -
with {crupulofities, doubts, and fears, yea, it doth upon
fuch occafions fall to queftion the tru#h of grace,” and

~ the certainty of the Gofpel, whereas, in caieof a con-

{ftant and clofe walking with God, there be no fuch
clowds arifing, but a conftant ‘[éram‘t; upon the face of the
foul. The truth is,all thofe fecret fw/picions,and jealou-
fies concerning the certainty of the wayes of Chrift, or
of the worke of his grace upon ourhearts, doe proceed
from fome gwilt contratted by a&s ef violence againft
the light and principlgt of the new Creature. Would
you then bee perfet ifi,*and afwred of the truths. of the

. Gofpel, take the Apoftlescounfell, Pt yec on the Lord

Jefus Chrift and make wo provifion for the flefo to fulfill the
I’f/l.f t bmaf- ) .

Seventhly. The holy anointing int & regemerate fonle will
remaine withowt pollution by Antichriftien falfbeod. This
anointing which yeehave received ebideth 1n you, and
as 1t hath' taughtyou, jee fhall abidein him ;fofaith

: ' our
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our Apoftle,in 1 J0b.2.27.&Panlin 2 Cor.v.21.thews the

round of a fouls effzblifpmext in the truth to: be this ho-
%y un&ion, this participation of the divine n ature from
God, Hethat effablsfbeth us with you in Chrift, and hath
~ anointed us,is God. Such a foule can do-nothing againft
the Truth, but far the Truth. They who are perfwa-
ded inte an Orthgdox opinion, orarticle of faith, by an
bumane axrgument Bbay againe be eafily cheated of that o-
pinion by that 75y drbgteay, that dice-play of men,
when fome cunning Antagonift fhall cogg an argament
whichmay feem to importa fairer probability. But he,
that hath ¢hisinward light of thelife of chrift,as his guide
into the knowledge of holy things is not eafily removed
from the Truth, or much affrighted with the terror of
. arguments, but fhall hold hisowne for ever. Children
and foolsmay exchange their Gold for Counters, but the
wife mans eyes are in his head , and he will not part
with his soft precions Faith upon fuch eafie tearms. This
true knowledge of God, and fpirit of Chrift in thefoul,
is that immortall {eed, that eternalllife, which fhall never
dies hethat hath faid, Touch not mine anointed, will
fuffer none to lay violent hands upon his tender off-
{pringsand in cafe of any impudent aflault or bold affront
offered to his facred infage, it fhall appear,,
who is in arenewed mind is greater then he th
world. This holy anointing, this new creatids i
foule, isa Principle of recovery in cafe of fome particular :
AEQ““‘ ,and may be fignified by that woice fe‘rxd one, §1a.30.2]
which the Prophet Ifaiab fpeakes of , which flall fay,
this is the way, walk in it, when he turneth to theright
hand, and when hetumeth to theleft. Suppofe a2 man
having received this anointing, (hould,at any time, by a
fodaine temptation, defile himfelfe with fin, whercby
his glory isftained, his {pirit difquieted, his confcience

E wound-
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Je [piris ex-
mnded,

wounded, and his peace interrupeed, he fhall finde fuch
fecret firnglings and firisings within himfeMe | thae he i
never quiet untill his filthine(s be wads off; and the went
Creature withia him reffored to former freedomr. Upou
this account thie fpirit of Chrilt is an holy ua&ionsfor as
oyle will not eafily wixe with othetliqudty; o% Jadorpe
ratd with otherbddies. fo this divind fpisie will preferve
it felfe pure, and hate the very gurment fpotted withthe
fleth. An holy fouleislike a fowtain, or well thizg _
of water, into which there may be thrown d#rt and.
trafh, but the foentain will Rilibe cleenffng it felf, and
wrging owtthat filth which was cift intoje 5 the {parit of
iefus Chrift dwelling thws in the foule, will coatmually
e working oue of all dutknefs; and leading it on from
light tolight. C -
" Thushave weopened the Daftrinie unto you, 2fd
rade it manifeft, That the moflt certzin Kowhedge’ of
heavenly truths, arifeth from the anointing of Chrits
{pirit within the foule, and not from outrward argu-
ments. The fpirit of God doth conoty thefe truths mto
the foule, Thenew Creature doth referit ¢heth.and this
anointing doth eftablifh thefoute in a‘edrtain fimance
ofthem. Now by way of application, givé meleaveto
fpeak briefly to fome few corollaries or dedwiions which
flow naturally from this #otion which hath been thus
explained. . S
Firft. If the new Creature brought forth'in the foul,

e i
kesfomifes of by the {imt of regeneration _be that which teacheth the

certain knowledge of Chriffian Do@&rine, Then bere we
may [te what is the tyne meaning of that fpivit b{ Chrift, which
be bath (o univerfally promifed #s beftmw upsin bis peopkc. The
O1d and New Teftament is ftlll of promuedin chis kind.

All thy people fhall bee busisari, taught 6f God; arew
beart will I give you, and a mew fpirit will ¥ put within

“ You, T'will put my fpirit within you, and caufeyouto .

walke

b i)
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walk in my fkatutes; I will make a new Covexunt with the
houfe of Ifrael, 1 will put #y laws into their minde,and
* write thems upontheir hearts, and they fhall not teach
every man his Neighbour, and every maa his brothes,
faying, Know the Lord, asif they were ignorant of him or
wnacquainted with bim, for they fhallall know mee, from
the leaft to the greateft, & this {pirit,which I will poure
out upon my fervants, and mine handmaids, fhall lead
them into all Truth. Now allthefe, and the like glori-
ors promifes,do fignifie unto us that experissentall kmox-
ledge of Godand Truth, which is the proper effe@ of
this R enovation of minde which hath been fett before
- use When thefoule isborneagaineofthat incorrupti- -
ble feed, and tranfplanted intoour Lord Jefus, asintoa
new root,partaking of his fap and {pirit, then doth it at-
taine to.amare clearennder{tanding of the willof God,
and hath 2 more perfe& {avour, andrellith of Chuift and
- His wayes. This holy Spirit is that trueShecbenab, that
indwelling af Gad in the foule, which was antiently
fhadowed out by that clasd of prefemoe, which fate be-
tween the Cherubims wings.in 8olowors Temple, Then
are we indeed taught of God, when this {pirit dwells
awithin us; then age weeunder the fulfilling of thefe
promifes, when we have received thetruth, notas it
comes from Paw/, or as it is delivered by Apalo, but the
Truth as it s in Jefws : when the fpirit of Truth doth
make usto know not theword but the poner of t, im-
planting the mindeof Chrift in ourmindes, and turn.
ing of usfromthe ways of fin, into the love of God.Ido
not here determine what thofe larger meafuresor high-
erdegreesof this teaching maybe, in the latter dayes,
when the knowledge of the Lard fhall cover che eagth, as
the waters doe the Sea. 2 Ufe.
 “Secondly, If the beft way tg . certainty ofknowled%z Z‘,'ﬁ‘ge"’;m_
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in heavenly things bebya fpirituall anointing, Then
prowud man nauft be humbled and bee willing to bee tanght by a
divine [pirit.Fle(hand blood cannot reveal unto man the
things of the Tpirit, neither can any man call Jefus the
Lord,but by the Holy Ghoft, for the flefb profiteth no-
thing. it is the /pirit that guickee.th,and thefe things they
are [pirit,and they are lsfe. AHthings that Jefus Chrift
{pake,and did, they were fpoken in parsbles, and done
in parables tothofe that are withouts that bearing they
might hear and ot underftand, and fering they might fee
and net perceive: but te his Difciples he faith, Uato you
it 15 gruen to know the myfteries of the Kingdome, unto
you, thefe things are revezled from the Father. The A-
poftletells usin 2 Cor. 10. 5. That the weapons of our
warfare are not carnall, but mighty through God tothe-
pull ing down of thofe sy vpspars, Aly wuo,wer s aps, o) k7 rinua,
thofe ftrong holds, and reafonings, thofe infulting
notions that lift up themfelves againft Jefus Chrift.
After all the Iugwifition that owr carnall reafon can
make into the Scriptures of truth,to finde out articles of
faith:we fhall till remain wrfatisfied, and may perceive
that we are ftill ready {ecretly to aske thefame queftion
that Pilate did, What is Truth? Many men doe fome-
times think that they throughly underftand fpiritnall,
Truths, when, alas | alt their knowledgeamountethto
nothing more, then a zealous or paffionate argwing for
them. The whole Bible toa reafonable man,not regene-

.rated , will be, as that book was which the Prophet

fpeaksof when it was delivered to thelearned to read it,
hereturns it,and faich, I cannot, for itis fealed;and when
it was delivered into the handsof the unlearned to read
it, he faith, I am not learned. We carry Bibles i our
hands; and fay, we ftudy the ward of God,wee do welly
but untill we have a {piri¢ from God teaching of us in-

wardly,
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wardly, and rejormzing us according to the Tepor of that
word,we fhall be no great rroficients in that knowledge.
- Henceitis thatin the 19. Ver{of the Epifile of Jude,one
that hath not the l"Pirit, and onethat isfenfuall] arcac-
~ counted to be thefame perfon , fenfuall - not having the
Jpirit. Thetruth is,vaixe man would be wife, though
he be likea wilde affes colt : Men would not onely %e

‘Mafters of reafon, and naturall knowledge, but would

alfo have dominion over other mens faith | and would
fubduethe fpirituall fenfe of the new Creatureto the
Soveraignty and fupremacy of humane arguinents. But
as the Apoftle fpeaks w¥eosds, where isthe wife> where
is the Difputer of this world > hath not God made fool-
ith the wifedome of this world > Thefe men indeed, be
thofe dunewpn, that would feem to bewifesbutis irnot
with them as the Apoftle {peaks in Rom.1.21. $7uristioar,
iperainlngar i vils S aytopdlsdvidv, el suopdrdwas, arethey not
- become dark,and vain in their imaginations; yea, doe
they not cwm rationc infunire, €ven tun madd with that,
which they call their reafon, though it be nothing bet-
ter then a corrupt enmjty again(t the bonefiy and ffmplici-
-ty of Chrift. Givemeleaveto {peakfreely in this point
when the great myfieries of the Kingdome of Heaven,
fuch are Self-denyall. reliance upon the grace of God re-

vealed by the 'twing by Faith in another, and
deriving {trenygusrown Chrift through a promi(e.;, I fay,
whenthefet the like are propounded to a na-

turall undel‘lmuumg, and an unmortified heart 9 Wi“ it
not fay, that youdoe/apides logui, {peak {tones unto it,
“and cffer that. which-is too bard to be .received > Me
thinks, when I offer.fuch {pirituall Truchstobe judg-
ed at the Tribunall of paturall underftanding , which I

callargumentativeknowledge, it is as- when that which-

belongeth taone f2nfe, is prefented o an other, . which
aunot.
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cannot give a perfed judgement of it. Hee that would
make mee to underftand what Aok is, eand the excel-
‘Tency of it, muft not bring mee to onethat can with e<:
loquence relate a flory thereof, and tell mein words,
what ravifhing Harmony, and rare delights it doth en-
tertaine ore withall, and then bid me imagine how eve-
1y note exceeded the other; for this is not to touch u
on theright ftring , but he muft btig the to a Confors |
whete mine eare may receive a true impreflion
from fuch muficall delights. It is notenough to puint
out the beanty of a Rofe in the moftlively colours, and
fex it before mine eyes, but Tmuft fmel to the rofe it
felfe, and thereby come to know the fweetneffe of
it. Weemay thinke to make ourifelves g

ofthe Law by a uéprasss ofic yroivees,  aforme

but thereby we deceive our felves, attaining

poor and arly underftanding of thre en

contained ; for the beft way to know them,

and pra&ifethem.Hethat hath his heart tn

to this world, & is crucified with Chrift,beir

againeby that {pirit of regeneration, Hee

attaine tothemolt quick and tivelv appr

thofe Truths, that arerevealed by in
Ue. - Thirdly, f they alonedoe truly know ti
wamer . Chrift, whohave received his anointing,

cof bea. Yy, wicked imen are no cemspetens udges of €

v%mb- &y;;iue. Wh:‘!ﬂbﬂ’dr'ih&ﬁ‘?&ﬁi aizz‘:r&d;ﬁa

ing in arts and {ci¢hees, yet, as'to ‘heavenly:

are very darkeand ignorant. Perhaps,thisin

provoke the great wits ofthe world, to fay a

rifes didto'Chrift, 'Are weblindealfo? F
: Zhg Apoftlc'tells us Hee that hath not'the Sprmrit ef
Chirift is nbtic of his, and he that isnot one of Chrifts
flock, I-dotnot know how he fhould underfiantl Chrifts

voice.

M— -
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voics, ‘The prophaner Jews had the mugnalia kgis, the

great things of dre Law delivered to them, aud they ac-
-counted them as a flrange thing, for, as the Apolftle
{pealies, Mofes hath a wedlelying-wpon his face, and when
that people fhallbe converted untothe Lord, this veile
fhall batalien away. Therkisthe ft’ of Chrift covering
his. {parit, there: m.the. fosser: .

Chrift as it is printed imour Bibles, which doth, likea
AMafgue, choude and hidethe besutifull face-of Truth, fo
thac acarnall heart cannot difcerne the beaaty, or judge
aright cfthe exveliency theredf, fo that the preaching

of Chrift. crucifed, it, sinfonr adr ysde, un offence ta -

the Jew,and tothe Greeks foolibmefs 5 bat unto them
that are ealled, both Jews and Greeks, it is the power of
God,and thewsifedorme of God. Great men arenot always
wife men, andithéinen.of the workd are not fit to advife
wichal in thethings of God: 8o there bee whom God
hath given up sis'aMkun v 10 2 Keprobate minde toan
~ infadicions minde,which hath no trae judgement in hea-
venly things. Would any one make a wadd man his
Counfellor? Nuy: He would: chufe one that is conpos
mentis,one that isof 2 fober and difcreet renfon & adoifz
with him isamatrebof dificuley. Hethat isofa rantimg
fpirit , and given to the love of flefdy pleafures, may
werba conari,may Jike a Parros, fpeake words which

underftands not,but heis craved in hiv intelleCtual}s and

knowes not the way of the fpirit in'the foule. Letr the -
heare one fpeake concerning the worke of Grace, the -
aCtings of Faith, the drawings of the {pirit 5 whole eges -
have opened, as Baslam (33d of himfelfe, o another -

cafe,.one who hath kad an internall fenfe and feelingof
thefethings withinn himfelfe. for Hee is beft able to un-

fold fuch hiddern my(teries. Bat let ue ceafe from man, fot

wherein is heto Leaccounted ot ? T he Day-dawning and
, . the

fselt of the word of
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the day-ftar arifing in our hearts, will give us better
Jight inte that more fure word, ofthe Prophets and A-
poftles, then all the leamed School-m.n, or volumi-
nous Commentatsrs , who havenot plowed with God's
Heifer. . o SR
Ufe. ﬁurtblj. If knowledge of Chriftian Do&rine muftbe
tllkpow- received by fpirituall anciating, then 10 be inflradted in
th oot . . . . et
(Chii.  the Letter of 1he Scriptures, is noi enough to make & Chriftian.
A man may by naturall underftanding , exercifed upon
the Letter of the Bible, attaine to very great Octhodoxie
in Articlesof Faith, and feverall points of Religion,
for that which is truein Divinity,is true alfo in Reafon
but notwithftanding all this licterall knowledge, his
foule may be like Pharaobs leane kine, a flarved and ill-
favoured foule. (The generality -of men in the world
are exceedingly miftakew in this bufinefle; for they have
thought it to be Reformation enough, if they mightbut
purge their Articles of Faith,and fet forth 1n print that
whichmight vindicate the truth of therr opimions, and
wayes, from the prejudice that they lye under in the
World, whereas in the mid{tof {u ch reformation, men
fhall be as carnall and devilifh asthey werebefore, they
fhall inwardly be as full of pridz, and covetonfneffe, of en-
vy and malice, of batred and revemge as ever; and th
fhall have leaveto ﬁudzomifchicfe , and conceive evill
will againft their neighbour, notwithftanding all the e-
laborate nicemeffe of a reformed Syflem. Brethren, Wee
muft not onely reforme our Boole:, though thatbe very
gocd, but we muft reformeour hearts, and our lives;
the powcr of this anointing muft eat outthe prowd fleth of
ourdiftempered heart.,and guicker us alfointo amore
. prre andrefined ipitit.o Profeflors doe thinke they attain
toa great meafure of heavenly skillif they are but fo well
read in the Bible, as to turne from one Scripture to 4no-
‘ ther,
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‘other, and compare one place with another, whereby
they may more ftrongly back that opinion which they
would defend, whereasall this while ;. The Scripture
is athing without them, and the minde of God is in
their Bibles, not in their hearts, but the true Chriftian
hath the word of God tran/cribed into himfelf,and can
fay in hismeafure,as Jefus Chrift did,I delight todo thy
will, O m;’l God, Yea, thy Law is within my heart. (Eu-
napins inthe life of Porpbyrie, (peaking of his Mafter
Longinxs {ayth, Heewas fuch an excellent Schollar,
That hee was Baobixn 1is iuvx G- & otgeaardy yssior, 2 lie
ving Library, 2 walking Studie; all his books werefo
well digefled, and their notions concodfed in his minde,
that hedid (asit were) give life & otion to his Books,
in a reqwitall for that learning which he had received
from them,) He isa Chriltian to purpofe,who hath the
Bible tramjpirited into his minde, who hath digefted
the fenfe of Scripture into pra&ice and vitall blood. Hee
is not a Jew which is one ontwardly , neither is that cir- fom-2.
cumcifion whichis outward ia the fleth, but he isa29-
Jew who isoneinwardly, and Circumcifion is that of
the heart, in thefpirit, whofe praifeis not: of -»zen bue
of God.

Fifthly. Doththe Apoftle bring ia this anointing ¢ ur.
of thefpirit, asthat which fecures holy men from An- Went of an:
tichriftian impoftures;then here may wee fee the ground :;f‘f‘;;’,g °
of thofe great s poftacies that are abroad. Doe wee at a- 4
ny time fee- fome cminent profeffor come tumbling.
downe like Exciferfrom the Ecight of his profeffion
and immerd himfelfe in the dung of worldly wicked--
nefle, Jet us know , the reafen is, becaufe lze had no
root in bimfelfe. They went outfrom us; faith cur A-I-]mfz,y
poftle, for they were not of us, They wese leviter:

F. tinlli -
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tinchi, [ed now pgnitus imbuté , they have bad perbaps
f;me fadaine and tranfient t;{ts of fweeenelle i:h:ge
wayes of God, but neyer did feed upom them with

favour , nor digelt them. They went out from us,

that it might bee manife{t that they were notall ofus;
There be fome men in the world, who bawe |
that which we cdll Jight in their underftandu
have no grace nor hewcfly in their bearts, anc
wonder if they turne away from the Truth &
of Temptation, and day of Tryall; itis thegoo.

* that bringech forth fruit, and itis the honeft b

ftands in a tempeft, being well bottomed and

upona Rock. Hee that is bwryed intoamy pr

by the impalfe of his worldly affe&ions, can

fetled and eftablifbed in that profeffion, bucs

about when thofe affedions give the won

is likeafhip whofe fails areopen to every

winde, but hath neither Balaft mor Radder t«

fteddy in its motion. Many peoplethinke th:

fogood Proteftants, that they fhould never rar

who yet, I feare, would fall from their owne
neflcintothe error of the wickeds and ~~
Proteftant Articles, would eafily entertaine for Faith
the dogmaetaof Rome; the reafon whereof is, ‘Their fouls
are not comverded to that Faith which the(y profefle. ‘To
an weregexerate man who gives up himielfe to licenti-
ouﬁ\eﬂi All Beligiow is alike, Tor Religion deth oblige
and -commaad the foule into a diligent obedsence
tofome Rule, but fuch an unmortified heart cannot
endure the beautifull bands of a Religious Law. But
where the Gofpell of Chrift cometh, asit did to the

~ 1bheffalonians, not in word ()t'u!]yf but is dwsuu 5w wra-

popesia aomi, in power and much fullaffurance, where the

word
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word of Truth is made manifeft, in mens confciences,
and becometh an emgrafted word, there we may be perd
fwaded with the Apoftle, that hee who hath beewn a
- good worke, will perfed it unte the coming of Chrift.
This Imuft confeffe, That men by the improvement
of their naturall underflandings, and by obferving the
. Difates of naturall confcien ce; may reforme fome ex-
terna) enormities and fcandalous vices of their lives,
aod proceed further im ‘profeffion upon actount of
fome ‘worldly condiderattons, but from all this refor- °
. mation, though im proved and carryed on very high
theymay againe revolt, and apeftatize, becaufe the
priuciples shereof weve extermalland politicall not mter-
nall andigenniwe s Such men asthefeare not like Timo-
thy, whom Raulcallethvhis ratopall. omne in the Fairh,
tkey are not naturall but artificiall Chriftians. Burt hee
that s, not in appearanceonely, butin Tthal(o  tranle
. formed inte the image of Chritt, hath the feed 0 God
remaindng i bim. and evermel] bife implarited, which 1fok3.9.
fhall never wither; Hee fhall never drowne himfelfe
infenfawlity, onfall away from the holineflc of v godly -
life, intothe filth-and balencfle of a. degamerate (pirit. ‘
~ The Apotftle faith, Oporteteff havefes, There muft bec/.(or-y,y
- berefies, Thatthey which are approvedmay be made
maadfefl;. Theuwderfranding Merchaat knows which:.
is the Pearle of price, when onethat is ignorant may'
be cheated: with a wmnterfeit.. This is the excellency:
- and glaryofa {pirit taught of God, That when others
fall away from the Trethof Dodtrimeand integrity of life, .
the¢ will ftill adhereand cleave unto him:s- when the
whole werldihall yein wickednefle, 75 ¢ will preferve
1t felfe unfpotted: and blumelgfe, unto the camming of.
 Ghuriff. Henas:itwas that the Mactyrs of old, though
% . F a. th.CY}‘
i
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they could not difpute, yetthey could dye for Chrift.
Hee that isalive in God , fhall not be religious onely
when he hath the times with him, for that is eafie, the
dead fifh can fwimme downe the {treame; but when the
wickednefle of thetimes, and places where hee lives
draweth other men into a diffolute loofenefle, Hee
fhall ftand like mount Zios, and never be renoved.
sixthly, If the Spirit of Chrift be fuch a teaching {pi-
rit, whereby we know him ar:ght, then it concernes eve-
ry regenerate foule to deale kindely with that fpirit. Oh!

- Beevery tender of the good {pirit of Jefus Chrift. I

meane not oncly that Gentlefpiric, which fome-
times breathsuponthe Garden of our fouls, and makes
the {pices thereof flow out and give their (ent,

~but that fpirit of Chrift alfo which is writed unto

and implanted in our Spirits , that New Creature which
isformed withinus. Oh! Take heed of grieving, temp-
ting, or quenching this{pirits Spiritus Santtus eft res de-

~ licata, The divine fpirit is a very tender thing, Let

none dare to caft water upon it, whereby to coole or
dampe it,but let it a&t according to its own natural ten-
dency. It was the great requeft of Davids heart in Pfal.
51. 11. Caft menot away from thy prefence , and take
not thy Holy fpirit from mee. O Lord, whatfoever
thoutakeft away, doe not take this away : This fpirit
isthat which puts me upon obfervanct of thy will ,
and doth many times recover and bring me back again,
when L have forgotten my felfe and thee. Chriftians!
would you know what you are moftof all beholding to
in the world? It is the good (pirit and life of Jefus
Chrift; This isthe Life of your lswes, and the fexle of
your fonles 5 without this fpirit you were but as other
men, yea, you were unto God, but as dead carksfes and
: ftinking
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ftinking Carryons. Now if this {pirit be our iifz, and if
by thismenlive, Oh! then be kinde and tender to-

wards it; take heed leaft by any meanes you doe off.nd

it. Then dothafoule deale barfbly and wikindly with

this {pirit, when it oppofeth , refifteth and endeavoureth

to flifle the motions of it , when the wil/ of Chrift in the
. . foul 1sgain-fayd. Take heed,Chriltians,that you be not

fo rade as to offer violence,and toforce this holy {pirit;

when that moves you towards God, doe not you turse

away from God. Whatthe Afpoftle beggs for patience ,

I wouldbegg for the fpirit o

Spirit, and Lifeof Chrift haye its perfe worke in you,
letita& according toits owne freedome and latitude.
The Holy Ghoft that dwells in Zou, doth advife you
not onely tobe Chriftians, pro bic & munc, by fits and

37 .
&Kha3

Chrift, let the Nature,

ftarts, fo as may ferve your owneturnes, but alfo to be -

enduring, and smiverfall Chriftians : This divine Spi-
it is not fatisfied if you bee onely moved by it in
your publick, Affemblies , unlefle you be moved by it
alfo in your Clofets, your Shops and in all your Re-
lations : for the Spi:eare of the new Creature, is, a
[ober, righteous, and godly life. Where this holy Spirit
dwells, it will prompt thefoule to fomething which

is tran[cendent, and abovetheftraine of umlger fpirits.

Now {uppofe fhould propound to this great Afem- - .

bly the Queftion that Chrift propounded to his Dif~
ciples in Matth, 5. 7} wwieedy auiins, what fingularthing
doe you more then others? Yea, let me but pro-
pound it to thofe who are called the holy ones of the
moft High, Wherin doe_you excell the Spirits of
worldly men? What is there that may fpeake you
to bee anointed with this Divine Spirit?> Are you

not as Proxd, as Cevetows, as vaine in vour converfa-
' rions,
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" tioms, as othermen > Oh ! Thenlet mecommend this

v unto you, as fealonable and whiolefome couafell, Take

heed how you ufethe fpirit of Chrift which dwelleth
in you, and fuffer it to a&rlike it felfe.
Sewventhly, and Laftly. K holy foules. know heaven-

sl a bea- ly things by virtue of the anointing from- the hoty

1 glory.

one, which teacheth fo fweetly and clearely, then
from hence wee may gwiffe at the glory of Heaven. Wee
mey ftand upon th?s ruth as A%fés did upen the
topoﬂ;:/g.'zb, and from thence view the land of Pro-
mife. H the dignicy of a Chriftion in-this world, bee
fuch as to have his minde enlighened witk the pure
fpiric of Chrift, whereby he knoweth the mindeof

. God with jafalliblecertainty, then whae fhalf his glo-

ry bee in the wewdtocome : The Scriptures-call thae
Spirit which Believers receive Here, the Seale, the
earneft and firfi-fruits of that which they fhall receive
hereafter. And akthough this prefent:- knrowledge
which they have of heavenly Truths, doth fa farre
exceed and tranfecend al: the litterall knowledge of
other men; yetthe Apoftleaccountsitdarkand enig-
maticall in comparifon of that knowledge which. hee
expelts at the Revelation of Jefus Chrifts for in
this mixture of fleh and (pirit the fovle doth

[-Cov- 13. ufe glaff& and per[pectives | but then it fhall fce weisare

2.

“wpds wplewren,face to. face; then fhallit kmow cven as it

is knowne. Oh! What infinite feremity and farpafc
fing brigbm‘gﬁ fhall then incompaffe holy foules, wher
they fhall fee all Truth i» bim'Who is Truth itfelf 2
Here wee may often meet with veaxatiows, difputes
from contentions Spirits,- but iti Heaven there: fBall bee
altum filentium,adpep filence and everlafting rofk, where
‘our foulesthall wadc inte aSez-of light-andenter int;
ava
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avaft eternity of Truth. There fhall be no fpots, nor
blemifhes, no doubts nor fcruples arifing in our fpi-
rits, for it fhall beeall day , even aday without clouds.
Wee t{hall never more be troubled with the imporiu-

#ity of bufie arguments, there thall bee no room for

the Difpster of this world, but the zmmacwiate Lamb -

our Lord Jefus fhall bee the light of that new Ferx-
Jalens , and he thall enlightex ourfoules with his own
light and glory for ever. Amen.. ‘




