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Peter an tsfpofile of Iefiu fhrifi , to the anger/
fir
fcattered throughout PontusfjaUtia3 fappadocia, Afia,

Verfe

I.

Verfe

2.

and Bithynia ;

Eleft3 according to the foreknowledge of Godthe Fa¬
ther,throughfanEtifcation ofthe Spirit unto
obedience
andfprinkling ofthe bloodoflefitt
; (frace unto
Cbrifl
you, andpeace be multiplyed.

The Anatyfis.
He Scope of this Epiftle is to exhort the
faithfull to continue ftedfaft in that grace
of God wherein they flood, asit is expret
ly let downe,chap.5.verCn. Butbecaufe
that gra£e of God is confidered in a two¬
fold refpeft j either as it doth put a man
into the ftate of grace , and fo it equally
belongs unto all the faithfull; or as it doth direft the faithfull inthe performing of their duties towards others, accor¬
ding to that fpeciall condition wherein they are placed:
therefore in the firft place the Apoftle exhortsthem to hold
faft that grace, becaufe it belongs to the ftate of the regenerate
pian : from the beginning of the Epiftle to the I3 verfe of
the 2 chap, and then he commends and perfwades them un, to that fpeciall grace, which doth in the firft place direft fub/ jefts in their obedience towards the Magiftrates to the 18
verfi
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verf. Servants in obedience towards their Matters, to the end
ofthe chapter. Wives in their fubje&ion to their husbands,
from the beginning ofthe third chapter to the feventh veife.
Husbands in their duty towards their wives, verfiy. Brethren

in their duty towards their brethren,verf.8. The atfli&ed to¬
wards.their perfecutors, from the 9 verf to the beginningof

the 5 chap. The Eldcrstowards their Churches, from the be¬
ginning of the 5 chap, to the 5. verf The younger towards
their elders, at the beginning ofthe 5. verfc and finally, all
both towards others and towards themfelves, to the 10verf
where the whole foregoing exhortation is turned into a fhort
prayer which ferves for a loicible conclufionof the whale

Epittle.

To the Epittle it felfe there belong two common ad/un&r.
nAn Infcriptiow, verf. 1,2. A Subfcription, iti the three la (f. In
the lnfcription there is contained,according to the ufiiall man¬
ner of Epiftles, a holyfaintation3 fhewing firft, by whom this
Epittle was written fecondly, to whom, thirdly, with what
minde or affe&ion it was written unto tlicm j which is fee
forth by that pious wifh, wherein he wifheth unto them the
greatett good, Grace and cPcace. In t'he perfon writing, and
the good wifhed there are all things the fame with thofe that
are fpoken of in the fecond Epittle. But the defcription ofthe
perfons to whom it was written, is fomething fuller here
then there; now they are defcribed, firft by their outward

,

condition, grangersfcattcrcd throughout Tontus, <tsi'fia3 CjalaCappadot s 1. Secondly, by their inward fpiritual! condi¬
tion, which is fct forth, 1. by the fundamental! caufe of it,
EltElio»3 to wit, of God, 2. by the final! eaufe, SanUifcation.
3. by the fubfervient caufe Reconciliation, to wit, conferred in
obedienceandfprinbling of the bloodoflefus Chrifi:which three
caufes of our falsification ar e fet forth by the three perfons
of the Deity, to whom as to the authors thereof they are diftinftly afcribed, Eieftion to God the Father, Sanftification
to the holy Spirit, Reconciliation to Jefus Chrift. By the
fir angers featured, to whom this Epittle is chiefly direfted,
We are to uhdei ftand the Jewes, together with the other Ifrae-Etes, who did imbrace the faith. For James, John and Peter,
difcharged their Apottleffn'p amongft the circumcifed Ifrae-

lites,

ÿ
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lites, Gal.i 8,9. Therefore as lames doth exprefly direft hit
Epiftle to the twelve Tribes lcattered,lo here alio by the fame
reafon,by the ftrangers Icattered we arc to underftand the
twelve Tribes fcattered.

By the foreknowledge ofGof according to which the faithfull are here faid to be eleU , we arc to underftand election it
lelfe, as it is in God, flow. 8. 2 9. and by eleftion the lame aft
of God,as it is terminated in the faithful!, and putin executi¬
on by effeftuall vocation.
BjfanBif cation ofthe Spirir,we arc to underftand the whole
Ipirituall change of our condition,even unco perfeft holinefle
and glory, becaufe lanftification is the meanes of lalvation
unto which we are cholen, 2 Thejf.2. 1j.
"Bj obedience andfprinkjing of the bloodoffhrift we are to
underftand the whole worke of Redemption , together with
the application thereof unto juftification and reconciliation
with God, Ephef.i.6.j.
The Doftrines thac we may draw from this are thele.
Doft. I* The beginning andfonntaine ofallour happineffe
and confolation conftjls in this that we are the eleft of Cjod.
This is gathered from hence, that the Apoftlepurpofing
in this defcription to make mention of thole things that did
moil of all pertaine to the confolation of the faithfull, puts
eleftion in the firft place, 1Theff. 1.4.
Reafon 1. Becaufe all our happineffe comes wholly from
God, who is the author and fountaine of all good ;now it
comes from him not by the way of nature, but of counfell and
fiee eleftion, and lo it proceeds from eleftion it lelfe.
2. Becaufe all his Ipeciall blcflings which belong unto our
falvation, depend upon eleftion, Sphef. 1.3.4,
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us to ule all diligence to
make our eleftion certaine and lure. 2 Peter 1,10.
Doft. 2. There is no other caufe or reafon to begiven of
elf
our Elian unto falvation,but only the goodpleafttre of God.
This is drawne from thole Words : 81A1 according to the
foreknowledge of God-.Jtor if there were any caufe extra Dettm,
out of God , that could pollibly be difcerned by the eye or
fenfe of man it is molt likely that the Apoftle would have
named
A2
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named that, as being more knovvne and difcernable, and fo
more properly belonging to that confolation and coogratulation which he propofed to himfelfe.
Reafon l. Becaufe the counfels and decrees of God do not
depend upon thoft things that are extra Denmtwithout God,
but they depend upon Gods decrees :for the decrees are fii fi,
and they laft.
2. Becaufe othcrwife all the glory-of our eleftion and falvationfhould not wholly be afcribcd unto God, and confequently all praife and thankfgiving fliould not be due unto
him alone3. Becaufe if our eleftion did depend upon our felvesjwho
are weake and changeable every houre, our' cleft ion alfoit
felfe would be changeable and uncertaine , and fo would af-

*

fordusno found confolation.
'
Vfe 1. This may ferve to refute thofe, that make Gods
eleftion to depend upon our faith and perfeverance, as a caufe
or condition requifite.
2. Tt exhort us to acknowledge this wonderfull grace of
God towards us, and to give him all the praife and glory of
it, both in the inward defires of our hearts, and the joyfull
profeflion of our tongues, and our lives anfwerable thereunto.
Doft. 3. TruefanElification it a certain!fruit ofe/eHion.
This is gathered from thefe words ; ElsEl toJanflifcatiorÿ
Sphtf 1 4.
Reafcn i. Becaufe fanftification is a certaine effeft and
figne ofthe lingular love of Chrift, Ephef<y.t<y326. Now this
lingular lt>ve, which hath refpeft to fpirituall bleflings, doth
nothing differ from eleftion, as couching the thing it felfe.
2. Becaufe fanftification is, as it were, aftuall eleftion :
for as by the eleftion of God, tfieheiresoffalvationarediftinguifhed from others in God himfelfe, orin his intention
and counfell ;fo alio by regeneration and fanftification are
they diftinguifhed from others in themfelves.jFor to fanElifie,
according to the gcnerall fignification of the word , is to let

.

apartto fome ufe.

3. Becaufe fanftification, although it be imperfeft, yet it
is that falvation and life begun unto which we arc elefted.
Vfe 1. This may fcrve to refute thofe men that make fanfti¬
fication
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fication the common pofleffion of thole that are not elett.
2. To comfort all thofc that are partakers of true falsifi¬
cation.' becatile thereby they may the more a (Tared of their
eleftion.
3. To exhort us to be very carefull to encreafe our falsi¬

fication.

Du6h 4. The mediatisn of fhrift ,and reconciliation made
the only meanes whereby the force of our elefficn
is derived unto us and our fan CIifcation and[alvation is pro-

for us in him, is

,

pagatedi
This is gathered from thole words :by obedience andfprinkj
ling.
Reafon 1. Becanfe God made Chrift our Mediator ,nei¬

ther is theie any other name under heaven whereby we may
be faved.
2. Eecaufe God made him the Mediator of our redempti¬
on by vertue of his eleftion :for thofe whom God eletbrd, he
gave unto Chrift to be redeemed and Paved, John 17. 6. John
6. 37.
3. Becaufe Chrift is the (econdAdam, the Father, the
head of all thofe that are elefted and to be faved : therefore
as life rtaturall was derived unto all men firft frotn Adam , To
alio from Chrift,and in him is all life fpirituall communica¬
ted unto us.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to refute the Papifts and others
which have cholen to themfelves other meanes and media¬
tors extra fhrifium, befides Chrift, and have departed from
that way of (alvation which theetemall eleftion ofGod hath
prefc ibed.
2. To- exhort us to put our whole truft and confidence in
Chrift alone, and daily to fecke after a ncerer and neerer uni¬
'
.
on with him.
Doft. 5- that chaine ofourfalvatian ,the beginning is
from God the Father, the Sfpenfation of it is through his Sonne
lefts Chrift,the application ofit is through the Holy Ghoft.
This is intimated in that folemne benediftion which the
Church received from the Apoftle.
Reafon.. Recqufe this order of operation doth beft agree
with the order of fubfifting, which the Scripture attributes
to the Divine perfons.
Vfe I.

1
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Vfe i. This may ferve to admonijh us3 by no meanestoput
a (under tho(e operations which God hath joyned together:
Now this t hey doe, which do either divide Chrift from elettion, or ele&ion from Chrift, or the ele&ion of the Father and
Chrift from the fanftificationoftheholy Ghoft, promifing
to themfelves (alvation ,either by vertue of ele&ion, or of
Ghrift, when they have not the leaft part of the fanftification
of the holy Ghoft.
2. To comfort all the true faithfull, whichdo joy ne thele
things together : becaufe they can want nothing to (alvati¬
on, which is not abundantly provided for them in that co¬
operation of God the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoft.

Verle 3. Bhjfedbe the God andFather ofour Lord lefus (fhrift,
rphich according to his abundant mercj3 hath begotten
os againe unto a lively hope, by the refurreblion oflefus
Chriflfrom the dead.
Verfe 4. To an inheritance incorruptible,andttndcfled3 and that
fadcth not away, refervedin beavenforyou.
Vcrle 5. tVho are kept by the power of Cjodthroughfaith unto
fdlvation, ready to be revealedin the lafi time.
The Analyfis.
the Apoftles fcope in the generall and former
this Epiftle,
BEcaufe
commend
the faithfull that
of
wherein they flood, therefore he doth firft

part

of
was to
unto
true grace
God
defcribc that grace, verf. 3.4,5.
2. By the effeft of it, to wit,joy, and rejoycingÿ which re¬
dounds unto all the faithfull from the partaking ofthis grace,
from the 6 verf. to the 10.
3: He doth lliuftratc itandconfirmeitby that teftimony,
which the Prophets gave unto this grace, verf.io, 11,12.
4. From thence he drawes an exhortation to holinefleanfwerable to this grace, from the 13 verf. to the end of the fi: ft
chap. The meanesofwhich holincfte he fhevves tobe the rcligicus receiving of the word of God,verf 1,2,3.
cond chapter. The chiefe objt& of which word he ftiewes to

be
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be Chrift, from the 4 vcrf to the 13. where is the generall
end of this inftitution.

The defcription, verf 3,4 5. of the Hate of this grace la
placed in regeneration or effe&uall calling, in thelewords;
hath begotten hs againe ; which regeneration is defcribcd,
1. by the principal! efficient caufe thereof, which is fet down
to be, Cjodthe Father of our Lordlefus (fhrtfl. a. By the impullive caufe thereof, the mercy of (pod, which is defcribcd by
the quantity of it, ahnndsnt. 3. By the immediate effeft
thereof, a lively hope : the lingular caufe whereof is (hewed
to be the refttrreElion of Qhrislfrom the dead. 4. By the re¬
mote and lafteffeft thereof, which is laid hold on alfo, and in
fome fore poflefied by that hope, that is, falvation andlife
everlafling, yerf. 4. Betwixt which effett and its caufe he affirmes that there is a very certaine connexion, when he faith,

that that inheritance is referved in heaven for allthe regenerate •
and he gives a mollcertaine reafbn of his connexion, verf. 5
which helhewes toconfifis in three things. 1. Inthe power
of God ,whereby the regenerate are kept unto falvati-m.
2. In their faith, whereby they adhere to this power of God.
3. in the eternall degree of God, whereby he hath both pro¬
vided this falvation for all the regenerate, and appointed a
certaine time, wherein to bellow it upon them.
But this defcription of Gods grace is not limply and barely
propofed by the Apoltle, but after fuch a manner as is agree¬
able to the nature of the thing, that is, with thanklgivingand
glorifyingof the name of God, in that he hath vouchfafed to
bellow fo great a grace upon miferable finners, in that fi. ft
word, Elejfed he God.
The Doftrines drawne from this.
Doft. I. "Fhe ftate ofgrace depends upon andfloveesfrom
tfchitsall calling. from hence, that
the Apollle fpeaking of
This is gathered
thegrace wherein the faithfull flood, begins with regenerati¬
on, by which isUnderftood effeftuall calling.
Reafon 1. Becaufc by our true calling we haveunion vwith
,
Chiift the fountaine of all grace.
2. Becaufe in this regeneration there is begotten in us a
principle of fpirituall life, which is nothingelfe but the grace

.
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ofGod, orthc power and gifc of grace quickning our fculef.
3. Becaufe from this union which we have by being made
partakers of fpirituall life, there doth certainly and immedi¬
ately follow a communion with the Father in all ipirituall
bleffings, and confequently a change of our condition from
that which before it was, to wit, (inne and death, to that
whereunto we are called, grace and life.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to exhort m to ufe all diligence to
make our calling lure, becaufe without it we have no entrance

firft

8

'

totheftateofgrace.
2. To comfort all thofe that endeavour to obey Gods call;
for all of them have (as it were) the door ofGods grace ope¬
ned un .0 them.
Doftr. 2 Godregenerates us,as the Father ofour LordIe-

.

fus Chrift.
Reafon 1. becaufe in Chrift our Redeemer, and iitour

redemption performed by him ,he laidthe foundation of all
our reftoring to falvation.
2. "Zkcaule he made Chrift that great Shepherd, that
ftiould gather his (heepe, that is,the ele6t into his fold, by effcftuall calling and regeneration. Heb. 13.20. lohn 10. 16.
3. becaufe through Chrift and his name men are called
and regenerated by God, 2 CV.5.18,19,20.
Vfe. This may ferve to informe that in all thofe things
that belong unto our falvation, we ought alwayes to looke
upon God inChrift, and confequently alwayes to call upon
and praife Gjd in Chrift. The folemne title, and as it were
ftile of God, that was ufed in the celebrating of his name,was
not alwayes one and the fame from the beginning of the
world, but diverfe : firft, he was called by Melchizedecl the
mofihigh fody paffejfour ofheaven andearth, (fen.J4.19. After¬
wards by r.eafon of that lingular covenant,which he made
with Abraham and his pofterky, he began to be called the
Godof csdhrahaniy Jfaac, and Iacob : then againe, after that
wonderfull deliverance of his people oat of Egypt , for the
memory of that thing there was added to his title , The God
which brought the children ofJfraol out of the land of Egyptÿ out
ofthe houfe ofbondage: foalfbinthe Piophet,after his delive¬
rance of them from the Babylonifh captivity, he was called
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2"he Lord which brought up his people out ofthe Northcountry
Ier.2 3.7,8. But now under the New Teftament, and the Sunnc

ft

,

being rifen, all his other workes and benefits being obfeui'd
by thecomtuingofChrift , this title is moft congruous and
lolemnc, God the Father of our Lordlefus (fhr'tjl, 2 fir. 1.3.
Ephef.i.3:
D0&.3.A wonderful!great mercy of godappeares inour rege¬
neration.

-

Reafon u Becaufe he frees us frotn the greatefi mifeiy,and
makes us partakers of the greateft good.

,

2. Becaufe he doth this of his meere goodnefle not only
without our defects, but even contrary toourdeferts: when
we did not fo much as feek or wi(h for any fuch benefits to our
felves, but were altogether aliens from God ,and enemies to
him.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to exhort us to attribute allto the
mercy ofGod alone, and to raife up our minds to the admi¬
ration of it.
2 To be heartily affected with thefe mercies of God ,and
to be flirredup to glorifie him, Rom.12. 1.
Doft, 4. Regeneration brings men a lively hope ofeternad

.

life.

Reafon1.Becaufe we are called and regeneratedto (alvation
andeternall glory, 1jPef.5.10.
2 Becaufe we have the covenant and promife of this thing
confirmed to us incur very calling.
Becaufe the Spirit wherewith we arc quickned, lifts up our
minds, and makes that hope to be lively.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to exhort us, highly to prize our
calling and regeneration.
3 2. To endeavour by all meanes to chcriih and increafc this
hope in our felves, and to take heed that it be not deader
languilhing, but lively,quick, and operative.
Do£t. 5- The livelinefie of our hope depends uponthe refisrfcflion oflejus Chrift from the dead.
Reafon 1. Becaufe by the refiirrc&icn of Chrifl, it ap¬
peares that deathwas fubdued 8: overcome by him, and God
was appealed in him; for otherwife, had he becnc overcome
by death, he would have bccne perpetually kept under it,
2. Becaufe
B

9

so

A Commentary upon the frji Epiftle of Pettr.
2. Becaufe Chrift rofe, as the firit fruits of all the regene¬
rate, iCor. 15,20. and the firft borne from the dead, Co/.?.' 8.
tsfpcc,\.%.
ZJfi. This may ferve to exhort us, for the confirmation
and quickning of our hope, to put before our eyes the refur re¬
gion of Chrift.
Boot. 6. That falvation which we hopefor, is a celefiiall
and incorruptible inheritance, Verf. 4,
Reafon 1. It comes from God our Father to ushis regene¬
rate and adopted fonnes, as worldly inheritances ufe to come
from fathers to their children.
2. Becaufe it is uot obtained by buying or any other fuch
likemeanesofourowne, but it comes by the will and teftamentofour heavenly Father. Now as for thele reafbm, it is
rightly called an inheritance; fo alfo in the nature of it it hath
this excellency above all other inheritances, that it i celeftiall and immortall :in which refpedi it doth not only excell
worldly pofTeflion6 , but alfoeven that very condition of life
which Adam bad before the fall.
Vfe i. This may ferveto admonifhus, not tofufferour
hearts at any time to cleave to the things of this world, or to
depend upon them, becaufe our inheritance is not terreftriall,
or of this world, but celeftiall and incorruptible.
2. To exhort us to walke as itbecouimeth thofe that are
called to fo great an inheritance. For this is it which the Apoftle meanes, when he ufually admonifheth us to walke ac¬
cording to our calling, and when he prayes, that God would
enlighten the eyes of our mindes , and grant us to know what
isthe hope ofhiscallingi& what the riches, Ephef.u18. as if
that they that did cleerly fee this and meditate upon it,could

•
notfaulterorfaileinanyduty.
Dodf. 7. The exceeding great power ofCjod, hisfidelity
andconfiancie, doth mak* t hiiinheritancefirme andfure unto us.
This is gathered out of the 5. verfe, and you may fee it
prov'd,£/>/.>. 1.19.
Reafon i.Becaufe God doth powerfully perform all things,
whatfbever hee hath decreed and promifed. 2. Brcaufeall *the whole btifinefle of our falvation depends upon theomnipotencyofGod :• for the enemies of our falvation, and the
difficulties
»-
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difficulties of it are lb great, that no other power is able to

liibduethem.

Vfe i. 2 his may ferve to refute t hofe, that will have air
' falvation to depend upon the frailty of our will : they deny
that God doth powerfully worke in us to falvation,when notwithftanding the Scripture doth exprefTely affirme it. €ph. i;
19.& 5. 16. 20. 2. For comfort ; for when wee have Cue ha
Keeper as is omnipotent, wee have no caufe to feare that any
thing prelent or to come Ihould ever fruftrate our hope,or de¬
prive us of our expefted falvation. J. To exhort tet, to depend
upon that power of God by true faith, as it is in the text. D0&.8. Thefefpirituall blefftngs of(fodt Jbouldnever bee
mentioned or thought upon by at} without a piouo defire to bleffe
1
:
Godfor them
This is gathered fromthatword Bleffed. So Eph. r.3.12
,
,
2 Cor. 1.3.
. . !
-.
Vfe. This may ferve to reprove that fluggidineffe and Luke¬
warm nefle of ours, which is oftentimes fo great, that wee are
no otherwife affe&ed when we fpeak, heare, or thinke of theft
things, then when we are talking of common things :yea, we
are leaice fo much moved,as we tile to be then,when we fpeak
of any worldly profit,which doth delight us.

.

*

Verle 6. wherein ye greatly rejoyce :t hough now fir afeafon (if
needbe)ye Are in heavineffe through manifoldtemptations.
the triad ofyour faith3 being much more preciom then
That
7
of Gold that perifhethÿ though it be tried withfire , might
bee found untopraife and honour and glory,gt the appea¬
ring oflejtu Chrijl.
S. Whom having notfeeneÿye love;in whom, tboughnowyefce>
him notgjtt beleevingyerejoyce withjoy unfpeafable andfull
'
'
0fgleV9. Receiving the endofyour faith} even the falvation ofyour
•
Soules.
,

,

,

'
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\
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'
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is hereftt forth by the effesff and adjunct there¬
of, which he makes to confift in the greateft joy, in thofc
words, whereinye rejoyce. Now this joy is amplified by thoft
B 2
manifold

GRace

11

fifl Epjfi!e ofPeter.

A Commentary upon the

v hich ulually mak
the
other
in
put of the 6. vcrfr,
men lad rather then joyfoll,
di
turn
a difcret ax¬
axiomajby
the
where amplification per fare
this
manner
by reafbn
Although
conieivedafter
is
be
to
iom,
ai
e
exceeding
ye
hea¬
and
temptations
manifold
afflittions
of
vy, yet lo great is the excellency of this grace wherein yee
ftand, that thefe afflttions are no hinderanccto you, becatife
ye rejoycc »n ihat grace with great joy.
Now that afflictions fhould not take away fpirituall joy
from the faithfull, he fhewes, firll,from the nature of thole affli&ims,wherewith the faithfull are wontto be vexed. 2.From
the nature of that grace, which produccth fpirituall joy.
The heavinelTe of atfli&ions is diminifhed. 1. Bythead/unft
ofduration, that they are bat/or afeafon. 1. By thear'jiinft
of profit, that they bring fruit & utility ; and for no other
caufe doe they befall them, in thefe words :ifneedbe. 3. By
the Angular end and ufe of affliftions, by which alfo their
profit is fhewed, to wit, that they ferve for the triall of their
faith ;which triall of faith islet forth by a fimilie, and that of
a lefler,the triall of Gold. 4. By the effeft of it,which ispraifey
honour andglory at the appearing of lefus Chrifi .
The nature of grace he fhewes to be fuch,asthat it can over- *•
come all affliftions :the reafon whereof he makes to be this,
becaufe it joynes us with Chrift, without the helpeofthe
outwrr J ftnfes, and lo both againft and above fenfe, it lifts up
the mind to the greateft joy verfc 8. of which joy hee declareth fir ft the adjtinCfs oiit.unfpeakable andfullofgloryÿ and af¬
terwards the caufe or argument that moves or (litres up (uch
joy in the faithful], to wit, that by their faith they arc made
furer of thcfalvation ofthetr Souls •,which isthe endand Icope

manifold affli&ions and temptations

.

.

oftheyverfe*

?

...

,
J .* I
The Ooftrines drawneÿience.
I"- Do£h I. ley andfpirituall rejoycing arifethfrom the fenfe
! andparticipation offpirituallgrace.
This is gathered from thofe words: whereinye reioyce. For
finltatio, rejoycing is a vehement aft of joy, as tis intimated
5n]the end of the 8. verfe.
for the mind to
ÿ Reater. 1. Eecaufe it is the nature of joy,
d
delight
•
'
s

ÿ

\

'

1
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delight it felfe with the pofTetTion of (ome folid good.- now
there ii noe good that can be Compared cum Summo bone.
with that chiefe go">d and eteroall happines; & this we beÿin
' to have poffcflion ofin having pofltflion of laving grace; and
ihe compleat and fall pofleflion ofit islaid hold on and made
fare by faith and hope; and hence it is that fpiritua'-I joy Is
properly the fruit of hope, fieb.ÿ.6, Rom. 5. 2. Yetnottvithftanding this is fo to be underftjod, as that wee muft not
exclude all thole from the ftateof grace,which have not this joy
fometimes ;becaufe this joy depends upon the fence of grace;
now lometimes they have not the fence of grace, that are ei¬
ther hindered by ignorance, or Ibme grievous temptation,
thatthey cannot be lenftble of that which they have.
Vfc. ?. This may ferve to refute thole carnall men, who
fuppofe thepraflice of religion to bee full of (adneffe and heavinelfe, without any joy or delight ;when indeed the joy of
thole men is nothing diebut madhelle, Ecelef, 2. 2. and ts
changed at length into the greateft forrow : but trueand le>lidjcyisthe priviledge of all the godly, becaule they alone
have true caulc of joy, and that joy (hall never be taken from
them.
2. To exhqrt us tofaife up our mindes to the exercife of
thisjoy, for thereunto we are calledÿ that we fhould alwayes ...
rejoycein the Lord, Phil. 4. 4. An example hereof we have in
the Eunuch,who Went forward in his way with j oy,after that
by baptifme he was made fare ofthe grace of God, APIs 8.39.
Doft. 2 Manifoldt-jfliftions may wellftand with thisjoy.
Keafon 1. Becaule although affliftions may make us fomcwhat heavie, yet that heavinclfe is not in the higheft degree,
that it Ihonld wholly poflcfle and overwhclme our mindes,

.

but itis mitigated and overcomeby fpirituall joy.
2; Becaufe the afflifiiins themfelves are turned into matter
ofjoy and rcjoychig, lames 1.2. Raw. 5,3.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonilh us not (o much to fearc
the affliftions of this world, or at any timefotolyedowne
them, as to cafl: off all our joy.
Doft. 3. Affliftions are turned into matter ofrejeyeing,

when there isfuch ufe made ofthem , as that ourfaith avaevery
grace isfl/rred up andtncreafedby them.
This
B3
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This is gathered from the feventh V erfe.
Reafon i. Becaufe we make great gaine by thetriallof
' ,Qur faith, much more then can be gotten by the triall of gold,
as it is in the Text.
2. Becaufe faith by this triall becomes the ftronger by
reafon of afflictions, and doth more firmely expect praile, ho¬
nour and glory in Chrift, as it is in the Text.
VJe. This may ferve to admomfljusfco make it our primary
and chiefeft care not to faint in our faith and other graces,
when we are in the midft of afflictions, as thole that have but

faith are wont to do, but to labour to profit by
them.
DoCt. if. This joy deth not dependupon the fighter vifible

a temporary

prepuce ofChrifl.

This is gathered from the eighth Verle.
i. Becaufe faith and hope is properly of thole
things that are not leene, Rom.8.24. Elcb.i 1. 1. Now this joy
'arifeth from faith and hope,as it is in the Text.
2. Becaufe we rejoyce either inthe a&uall polTeflion, or in
the certainty of the polfelfion of the things we love. Now
Chrift having not yet feene we love, as it is in the Text.
VJc. This may lervc to exhort us , while we live here by
faith, lo to walke, rejoyce, and live,asif we did beholdChrift
with our eyes: For bleffed are all they which have not leen
and yet havebeleeved, Iahn 20.29.
Doft. 5. This joy is unfpeakable andfull ofglory.
Reafon. Becaufe both the thing it felfc wherein wc re¬
joyce, and the operation of the Spirit in railing our mindes
unto it, is more divine, then can poffibly be conceived, much
lefie exprefled by us.
Vfe> 1. This may ferve to admonijh us not to betoocurions
in the fearching after and declaring of thole things that are
unutterable.
2. To exhort us to apply our foules to the lenle and exercifeof this grace, becaufe they have a divine and glorious na¬

Reafon

ture.

,-

DoCt. 6. By this joy

vee

begirt

faith,even thefalvation of ourJoules.

to

loche for the endof our

Reafon. Becaule this fpirituall joy is a glorious beginning

of
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of our glory, and fo ofour falvation' through Chrift.
Vf(* This may fcrvc to exhort its , highly to prize this fpirituill joy and by all meanes to be carefuii to dirre up and
cherifh it in our felves.

,

Verfe

Of which falvation theTrophets have enquiredand
fearchsd diligently,mho prophefedof thegrace that fhould
10.

come unto jouÿ

'Verfe

Verfe

Searching yvhatÿ or what manner of time the Spirit of
Cbrifi which mas in them didJignifie,when it teflifed be¬
forehand the Offerings of (fhrift, and the glory that fhould
II.

follow

.

Vnto whom it was reveated, that not unto themfelvesÿ
but unto its theJ didiKiuijter the things which'are now re¬
porteduntoyou by them that have preached the Gofpellun¬
to jou , with the Holy Ghojt fent downefrom Heaven
which things the vAugels deftre to looke intc.

12.

,

ÿ

and illudrate the grace and falvation, that
hitherto
beene fpoken ofj the Apoftle in thefe verhath
fes brings the tedimony of the Prophets; which is fee
forth, i. £y the principall object thereof, which is nothing
elfe but this felfefame falvation and grace , who ein the faithfull Chridians now (land, in thefe words :of whichfalvation
thatfhould come unto us they prophefied, a. By the manner how
they were imployed about thi s objeft ; They did it with great
care and diligent heed,in thefe words,fArj enquiredandfearch¬
ed diligently. 3. By the lingular description of that objett
whereabout they ivere imployed, verfe 11. and the manner
how. The objeft, to wit, falvation and grace before fpoken
of, is defcribed by the efficient caufe thereof, namely ,the me¬
diation of Chrid, confiding of two parts, his humiliation
and exaltation at the end ofche verfe. And the manner how
the Prophets are faid to have been imployed about this caufe
of our falvation, confided in two things : 1 That they did
not only defire to know the very thing it felfe, but alio the ve¬
ry moment of time wherein it fhould be rcveal'd , in thefe
words, what, or what manner eftime. 2. That it did not de-

TOconfirme

.
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pend upon various anduncertaineconjeftures but they did
religioufly ask counfell of the Spirit of Chrift, that was prefent with themj as of one that did foreknow and could fore¬
tell of all things that (hould happen, in thsfe words, the Spirit
of Chrijt which was in them, that tefiified beforehand,, did fig-

,

nifie.

The teftimotiy it felfe of the Prophets is propofed in the

12 vcrfc, to witjthat this grace and falvation was to be revealed
and no other : which
at that very time wherein it

appeared,

tcftitnony of the Prophets is alfo fet forth by the like tcftimonies of the Apoftlcs and Angels. The fimilicudc that is be¬
twixt the Apoftlcs and the Prophets is (hewed herein ;that as
the Prophets prophefied of thefe things by the Spirit of
Chriftj that was inthem, that foretold it ;fo the Apoltles de¬
clared the lame things by the holy Ghofifcrtt downefrom Hea¬
ven. The fimilitude that is betwixt the Angels and the Pro¬
phets is (hewed herein ; that as the Prophets enquired arid
learcheA diligently concerning this falvation ;fo alio the An¬
gels diddclire to look into it,all and each of which make ve¬
ry much for the fctting forth of this grace.
The Do&rines drawnc from hence are thefe.
.The thiefe part oftheprophefies ofallthe true Pro¬
Do#. I
phets that have becncfrom the beginning ofthe world} was concer¬
ning the grace andfalvation that fiouldcome by lefus Chrijl our
Lordand Saviour.
This is gathered from the tenth Verfe.The like you may
fkcyteASls 3.18,20. and 7.52.
Reafon I. Bccaufe the falvation of the Church inall ages
depended upon Chrift.-Now ic was the office of the Prophets.
to direft the Church inthe fceking of their falvation.
2. All the Prophets Were Minifters of Chrift,and were led
by his Spirit, Verfe 11. and therefore ought to feckc his ho¬
nour.

-

3. Becaufe after this manner were mfcns mindes to be pre¬
pared by degrees for the receivingof Chrift that was to come:
for what isfaid of lohn the Baptijl,doth in fomc fort belong
unto all the Prophets, that they did prepare the wayes of the
Lord.
Vfc 1. This may fervc for Information to confirme and
cftafcliftl

,
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cfhblifh the true faith not only againft the Heathens and

,

firfi

Jewes, but alft againft the Papiftsthemfelves, who {ay that

,

true do&tine of the grace revealed inJefus Chrift is a
new do&rine, and never heard of before thefe times ; for We
acknowledge no other grace, but that which thofe Prophets

this

>

alwayes prophefied of from the beginning of the world.
2. To exhort us, continually to meditate upon this grace,
our felves, and as occafion (hall (erve, to fhew it forth unto others, with all freenclTe and readinefie of minde : fortius
doth become us much rather then thofe, that lived fo long
before the cotnming of Chrift, and beheld him only afar off.
Daft. 2. Thofe ancient Prophets didnot only prophefoe of
this grace, but they didalfo enquire ar.d fcarch diligently into it.
This is gathered from the fame words.
Reafon 1. Becaufe it (ccm'd unto them , as indeed it is, a.
very great myftery ofgodlinefle, iTim. 3. 16. therefore they
(aw that they muft life the very ucmoft of their endeavours, to
come to fome meafiire of the knowledge of that which did
lye hid therein, both for their o«ne comfort and the edifica¬
tion of theChurch.
a Becaule this truth was propofed unto them in a more
ebfeuremanner under types and (hadowes,fo that they could
not look into the thing it fclfc without great care and labour.
ZJfe 1. This may (erve for information, hereby we may underftand what manner of men the true Prophets of God were
heretofore.- they did not utter words without len(e, or underftanding, or care-taking ofthofe things that did lye be¬
fore them, as the diabolicall Prophets of the Heathens were
wont to do in their fury ;but they did wholly apply their
minds to what they did.
2. To exhort us therefore to lay afide all (loth and (luggifhnefle, and to ule all care and diligence in the er quiring and
fearching after thefe divine things: for this induftry is much
more rcqnifite for us,then it was for them, to whom the holy
Ghoft did immediately di&ate all things.
Doft 3. The foundation of all this grace andfalvation, lies
in the humiliation andexaltation ofour LordIefus Chrijl.
This is gathered from the eleventh Ver(e.
Reafon Becaufe the whole mediation of Chrift, whereby

.

C

our
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our falvation is procurer's contained in thofe two parts.'
Vfe I# This may ferveMearfwr err, alwayes to joynethofe
two things together, in the feeking of our falvation ; for they
are intheir owne nature foconjoyned , thatiftheyfhonld be
feparated, our faith and hope would be made altogether void
This is the rock ofoffence at which thejewes did, and to this
day do flumble, in that they look for outward glory and majefty in their Meflias,even without any fuffering or humiliati¬
on going before.
2. To exhort us alwayes in all things to buildupon this

.

foundation.
Doft. 4. Not only the efence itfelfe of this myfterj is ufu
ally enquired after by the godly , but even all the circumfiances
thereof asfar forth as they may be Comprehended.
This is gathered from thofe words :fearching what or what

-

manner of time.

Reafon 1. Becanfe in this my ft ene there is nothing of fo
fmall confequence, as that it may be neglefted without lofTe
to our felves.
2. "Secaufe love is careful to enquire into al things that pertaine to the thing beloved, though otherwifc they may feeme
to be very fmall.
Vfe. This may fcrve to admonifh usÿ not to think it enough
to have fome confuted knowledge of the common principles
of the Gofpell , but to exercife our felves to come to a more
full and diftinft knowledge of every grace of God.
Doft. 5. <ss4ll thefe things were alwayes declared only by
the Spirit of(fhrijl that was in the Prophets
This is gathered from the eleventh Verte.
Reafon. Becanfe as no man knowes the things of man, but
the Spirit of man, fo no man knowes the things of Chrift, but
theSpiritoi Chrift,i Ccr 2,,f*
'< Vfe 1. This may ferve for information , hereby we may
confirme our fe !ves in the truth of Chrifls divine nature , becautethe Spirit of God which fpake in the Prophets from the
beginning, is here cxprefly called the Spirit of Chrift.
2. To exhort hs, to depend upon Chrift.and from his Spirit
to teek for all light in fearching the Scriptures,and inquiring
after divine things.
Doft.

.
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Dod. 6, Althoughfavinggracewas the fame, that rvas in
the Church from the beginning ofthe world, yet notwithjlanding
great is our prerogative in this grace above the Prophets and
' thofe to whom they prophefiedbefore the comming
This is gathered from the twelfth Verfo, Not unto them¬

,

offflorifr.

,

felves, but unto us they didminlfier.
Reafon 1. It is by reafon of that clearer light which ac¬
companied the comming of the Sunne ,and continues from
that time.
2. By reafon of the greater efficacy of the holy Ghoft, as
ic is in the text.
3. By reafon of the larger communication of this grace,

which is now extended unto allNations.
Vf* T. This may ferve for to comfort us, becaufewedos
abound in this grace, our hearts ought to be ftrengthened againft all terrours.
2. To exhorttts, that as this grace doth abound, fofhould
our thankfulnefle alfo abound in all pra&ife of piety ; for he
that hath received much,of him is much required.

Doft. 7. So great is the excellency ofthegrace andfalvaoffered unto us by fhrifiÿ that even the ÿAngels themfelves
dejire to loeke into if,
Thisds gathered out of thofc words, which things the nAngels defire to look-into. So iTiw.j. 16. you may foe it proved.
Reafon. Becanfo there are fome things in this myfterie,
which the Angels themfelves are yet ignorant of, CMatth.iÿ.
3 6. into thofo things they defire to look,that they may know
them.-into other things that they do know they defire alfo to
looke that they may delight themfelves in beholdingthe glo¬
ry of God, as it were in a glaflc.
Vje. This may forve to admonijh us never to be weary of
fearching into theft holy rayfteries, whether ic be in hearing
the Word of God in publick, or in reading and meditating
upon it in private.
t'ton

Verfc
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Verfe 15. wherefore gird up the loyr.es ofyour minds, befober,
and hope to the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto
yon at the revelation ofjeftts (Jbrifi :
Verfc 14. As ob.dient childretiynotfa/hioningyourfelves accor¬
ding to theformer lufs inyour ignorance :
Verfe I5. But as he which hath calledyou is ho/yÿfo beye holy in
ail manner ofconverfation ;

Verfe 1 6, Hecattfe it is writtenfBe yehaly, for 1amholy,
Vei fc 17. zAr.d if ye callon the Fatherÿwho without refpeft of
perJons judge th according to every mans worke } paffe the
time ofyour fojottrning here infearc
Verfc 18. For as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible thingsÿ asfiver andgold3 from your vaine
converfaticn receivedby traditionfrom your fathers.
Verfe Ip. Urn with the precious bloodof(fhriftÿ as ofa Lambe
without bltmifj,andwithoutfoot5
Veife 20. Who verily was fore-ordained before thefoundation
of the world,but was manifeflinthefe laf tiwetfory on.
Verfc 21. Who by him do beleeve in Godthat raifedhim upfrom
the deadandgave himglory, thatyourfaith and hope might
be in God,
1 ' '
Verfe 2 2. Sccinq yee have purifiedyour foules in obeying the
truth through the Spirit,unto unfeinedlove ofthe brethrenj
fee thatye love one another with a pure heart,fervently,
Verfe 23. Heingborne againe, not of corruptible feedÿbut of in¬
corruptible, by the word of Godÿ which li?jeth andabideth

.

ÿ

for

.

ever

Verfc 24. For adflejh is asgraffe, and all theglory ofman,as the
flower ofgrajfe thcgrojfe witbereth, and the flower there'
of falleth away •
V erfc 2 5 But the word ofthe Lordendurethfor ever :andthis
is the word which by the Gofpell ispreacheduntoyou.

.

IN

this part of the chapter,there is contein'd an exhortation
toperfiftand goe forward in the grace of God ; which is
the .Scope of the whole Epifile,as was fhewed before .• Now
this duty is defcribcd in general! in the 13. verfe, and after¬
wards
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wards is fet forth, and prelT.-d by divers arguments in the verfes following. From the defcription of the grace before propoled,there is ns it were a conclnfion drawne, which is infer¬
red by aneceflury connexion and confequence horn the natu. e ofthat grace, as it was before deferibed : which evident¬
ly appeares by the conjunftion lVhertfore ; and that is the
reafon why in a!! the parts of this exhoitati >n, as they
arediilinftly propounded, there is a lingular refpeff had to
fbme parcot the defcription that vvent before,wherein the na¬
ture of that grace was explained. The duty therefore to
which the Apoftle doth exhort, isdefcribeJ. Firft by the
caufe and principall part thereof; which is a lively hope}
ofwhich there was mention made before in the third vcrfe.
Secondly, By the lingular objr.d of this hope, in beholding
whereof it Ihotild be confirmed and llrengthned ; which
is that grace lthat is now in tome mealure brought unto
the faithfuU, buc (hull hereafter be communicated more
fully and perfectly ; in thele words : Hope fir that Grace,
n hich Is to be brought nr.toyottat the revel*;iox ofJeFtts Chrijl 5.
which pare of the defcription, istaken from the end ol the
7. verfc. 3. By the adjunft of conltancy and perftverancc,
which is efpechlly aim'd at in the whole Ep tile, as the
chicfefcopc thereof ;inthele words :hope to the end. 4. There
is added alio the manner and ineancs of performing tn.s duty,
when he tells us ,that it fhould be done cotiragionfly and rea¬
dily, withfobriety and WatchftilnelT, in t'nefe words :Gird
up the loi.its ofyour mind, be (ober. This exhortation is fee
forth and prefied by divers arguments ; the firft ofwhich
is taken from regeneration or cffh&tiall calling, whereby
all the faithful! are made the Jonues of God, which rea¬
fon is taken from the 5. vcrfe, where mention is made of the
regeneration of the faithful!, by the GodandFather of our Lord
JefwOhrtjl t becaule by this regeneration or calling, the
futbtull are tranflited from the Hate of (in, into the date of
grace : therefore this reafon is given in both refpefts ; both
thattheylhould renounce their former finnes, verfeia. and
that they Ihould conforme themlelves to the huliuelfc ofthat
calling.- wherewith they arecalled- verfc 15. tf'hich is urged
and enforced by a dcublc argument : the firft is taken from
the
C 3
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the likeneflTe, that ought to be betwixt the perf n calling and
the pcrfons called, as the Scripture it felfeintheold 7efh witnefTtth, verfe 15. 16. The fecund is taken from the feverity
of Gods judgement, which they can by no meanes efhpe,
that call God theit Fathcr, and yet difhonour his name, verfe
17. The fecondargumenc of the exhortation, is taken from
redemption, and the meanes andend thereof, verlc 18. 17. Of
which there was mention made before at the end ofveriej.
and verfe 1r Becaufe the confederation of this redemption
obtained by jefus Chrift, andofChrift himfelie, isveryneceffary andcffe&ualltoadmonifh, andftir up the faithftill, to
take care of their duty : therefore the Apoftle Hayes awhile
upon the description of Chrift, as he was from all eternity
fore-ordained to performe the office of amediatour, at the
beginning of the 20.veife,and as he was manifeft in time,verfe
20. 21. which istaken from verfe 11. la.
The third argument is taken fromfan&ification, as it flowes
from the regeneration ot the fpirit, and from the word of
God, which are the proper caules thereof, verfe 22. 3. 4. 5.
whereby the way that part ofChriltian duty is commended,
that hath refpc&tothe mutnalilove ofthe faithfull amongft
themfelves, verfe 22. becaufe all the faithfull by regenerati¬
on, are made partakers ofthe fame fpiricu ill life ; butyctthe
chiefeft argument, whereby we are exhorted to conftancy in
that and every other grace, is taken from the incorruptible na¬
ture ofthe word, whereby we are regenerated, and confequently of regeneration it felfe;which isfet forth by a comparifon ofthings that are unlike it.Verfe 23, 24, 2 5.

.

The DOCTRINES arifingherence are thefe.
Doft. 1. The Conpdsration of the grace of Godÿ that is
brought unto us in Chrift, Jbould ftir us up to the praffice of

Piety.
'I his is gathered from the connexion, which is intimated
»n that particle,Whereforeÿ verfe 1 3.
Reaf. 1 Becaufe the end of Grace is to free us fromfin,
and to make us conformable to the image of God, Luc. 1. 74,
75. 2 Becaufe by that meanes it is very fitting for 118, to
teach and further ns inthat prafticc. .Tit. 2. 1x. 12. 3. .Be¬
caufe

.
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caufa it cannot be truly learned by us, unlefle icworke this in
us, Eÿ.4.20.1,2.3,4.
Vfe 1. This may farve to condemns thoie that turne the
grace ot God into vvantonnes (pal. 5.13.2. To. exhort us toule
all care to make this grace efFeftuall in our hearts, that itinay
bring forth great fruits of Piety.
Doft. 2. Thefoundation offounJ htlhiefe isfrmelj to hope
that
grace that Jhall he revealed at the commit)g of Itfas
for
Chrift oar LorJ.
This is gathered from the 13. verfc. bo Philj.20.Tit. 2,13.
Kerf. 1. Becaufa this hope is the perfe&ion of that where¬
in our fpirituall life doth confift. 2. Becaufa this expectati¬
on reprefents the reward unto us, by contemplating, where¬
upon we are made immoveable and abounding intheworke
of the Lord. 1. Cor. 15* 58. Heb. 6. 11. 3. becaufe this
hope begets patience, whereby with ftrong confolation it
doth overcome all the difficulties, that are wont to befall men
in the conrfeofGodlinefle. Heb. 6.12.18.19.
Vfc• This may ferve to exhort us, to have a care to lay this
foundation very fare in our hearts, and daily toconfirmeic
more and more.
D06L 3. To kgepe thii hopefrme andlively, we fljouldcou¬
ÿ

ÿ

rageoufj gird ttpour fclves that ve might be prepared,ani ready to
performe all t hofe things that tendthereunto.
This is githered from thofe words :girdup the loines ofjour
mind ;for this is ir,that is fignified by the habit of a man,that
hath his loines girt in Scripture, that he is prepared and rea¬
dy to performe his duty. Luc, 12. 35.
Reaf 1 Secaufe the difficulty to retaine this hope is ve¬
ry great, in fo much,that it cannot be kept without earned en¬
deavour. 2. 2?ccaufa in fpirituall duties our loines are too
flick, that is,the floth of fin, and infirmity hath taken hold of
all our faculties. Heb.12, 12.
Vfe, This may fcrve toadmonijh us, by no rneanes to yeeld
to the floth and fluggiffineffe of our corrupt nature, but to
drive againd it as much as we can, and laying afide every
weight,and the floth that doth befet us,to runne the race that.
is fat before us, Heb. 12. r.
Doff, 4. Sobriety in the ufe of the things ofthis life3 doth

.

very
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very muchconduce to the furtherance ofthis endeavour
This is gathered from this word, Be fcher and hope.
Reaf ./?cc2ufe the love and immoderate tile of the things
ofthis world, doth fo burden the foule, and glue it to the
earth, that it cannot lift up it ftlfe to fekc after heavenly

.

things
-Vfe, This may ferve toadmonifh tfsnot toaddift our minds
to any worldly thing, but here to u(e this world ,and not abule

for. 7. 3 1.
Doff. V. Thefate ofadaption, whereby we are made the
forms of God,fjouldfir us up to the praflife cfholinrjf'.
This is gathered from ihefe words : As obedient Children.
Reaf. 1. tfccaufe Children ihould beare the image of
their Father : Now the image of God con'ifts inholinede
and righceoufnefir. 3. />ecaulcitis the duty of Children,
it.

i

readily and oftheirownc accord toapply themiclvestotbe
will of their Father; Now the will of God is our lanffiiication. 1 Phf.ÿ. 5. this is it that is intimated in that title,
where the faithful! are called obedient G> Idrev.
Vf. i.This may lerve ttnmhmne thote,that with the wic¬
ked Jewes fay, they are the Children of Abraham and of
God, when notwuhlfandiug, they doe the workes of the Devill, Iohn 8, 41. 2. <J. 1 loin 3.8.10. 2. Co exhort us, in all
things to make it appear-, that we are the ti tre lonnes of God,
by obedience unto his will, and otir praaiie of hoHnetle :for
unledewe beare thee haftFecner.ts ot the Lord, that bv them
wc may be made partakers of his hcliuefle, hereby vvc ffiew
that'Weareballards,and nor true (onpes. Heb. 12.8.10.
Doff. 6. This filialIobedience, and the fafoionine four [elves
a cordir.g to theformer hefts of our fins, cannotfiand together.
This is gathered from theoppoiition, that is made betwixt
thei'e two, verlc 14. where the one being affirmed, that we
are obedient Children,theother isdenyed,that we (hould not
falhion our lelves according td our lulls.
Reaf. if Recallfc thcy,which by regeneration are made
the Children of God, arc new creatures, have a new nature
and new affeffions, fo that they have wholy renounced their
former nature and affeffions: and for this very caule they are
called in the Text, Former lufts, or, which were before.
2.

Be-
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Becaufe
the former Iuftsoffinne do wholly withdraw
2.
us from the will of God, which we ought to obey.
3. Becaufe the former lulls of finne are fiich that all that
are come to the knowledge of the truth, may be alham'd of
them j this is intimated in the Text, where they are called
lufts which were in our ignorance :becaufe they cannot endure
the light.
PJc 1. This may ferve to condemne thole,that profefle themfelves the children of God,and call upon God as their Father,
& yet follow the fame courfeoflife that the children of this
ÿ

,

,

ÿ

world do.

2. 'To exhort us, not to conforme our felves to this world,
Rons. 12. 2. where there is a realon alio given of this exhorta¬
tion, in the 1Verfe, becaufe if we do this we cannot prefenc
our felves to God as a living lacrifice,acceptable unto him.
So 2 Tim,2. 1p.

Do&. 7. The calling ofthefaithful!doth neceffarilj require

holinefeinthem,

This is gathered from Verle 15, 16

.

Reafon 1. Becaufe holinefle is one of the chiefe ends of this

calling, therefore it is ufually called in the Scriptures a holy
calling,2 Tint. 1. p.
z. Becaufe God which calleth us is mod holy, and he cals
us to have communion with him in holinefle , asitisinthe
Text.
3. Becaufe the calling it felfe is in its own nature a fetting
of a man apart from the common and corrupt ufe of the
world to a facred ufe; and therefore it is a confecradon or
dedication of men unto holinefle.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to rebuke andcondemne thofe , that
feek for -nothing by their Chriftian calling, but purification
and blifle, and in the meanc time altogether rsegleft the care
toliveholily.
2. To exhort us, in all our converfation to endeavour to be
holy, as it is in the Text ;"Be je holj in allmanner ofconverfa¬
tion-, that is, fo walke, asit becommcththecalfng, wherewitb'ye are called.
Do6t. 8. Thefevtritj of Cjodsjudgement fhouldfiirre tts up
to thepraftije of pittj.

D
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This is gathered from Verfc 17.
Reafon 1. Becaufe God in executing his judgementsis no
refpe&cr of perfons, as it is in cheTcxt. Now thename and
proieffion of the faith is nothing elfe, but the pcrfon of the
Chriftianj as circumciiion and the profeffion of the law was
the perfon of the lew : Such a profeffion therefore without
found holinefle cannot ftand before Gods Tribunal!.
3. Becaufe God doth in fome fort more ftverely require
holineffe of thofe that by their calling draw neere unto God,
Si call him Father, as it is in the Text, then he doth of others,
Levit. 103./will befanftifedin them that come nigh me,
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifo tu not to cofen our felves
, in relying wholly upon the outward profeffion of faith , but
to appeare before God alwayes with feare and reverence,as it
is in the Text : becaufe our God is a confuming fire, Heh.
12.29.
Doft- £• The confderation of our redemption fliauld be a
frong argument to fir up in our hearts a deftre ofholinejfr.
Reafon 1. Becaufe we are redeemed from all our vaine converfation. although it be commended unto us by the ufe and
tradition of our Fathers, Verf 18. Therefore for a man to
follow fuch fafhions , after that he is come to the knowledge
-of redemption,is nothing clfe, but to oppofe himfelfe againft
his owne redemption , and as much as in him lies, to make
it void and of none effeft2. Becaufe by this redemption we are bought to be the fervantsolGod, 1 CV.6.20.& 7.* J. So that we ought no lon¬
ger to ferve finÿe, nor the world, nor to live according to our
owne will and pleafure.but according to the will of God and
our Redeemer.
3. Becaufe the price wherewith we are redeemed 3 is offo
great worth, that it doth farre furpafJe all the raofl precious
things of.this world : therefore there ought to be tr.adean
excellent ufe thereof; and yet notwithfianding only thofe
that endeavour to be holy,make any elteemeof it,Verf 18.19.
T'fe 1 This may ferve to condemxe thofe that by their life
difhonour Chrift, and put their Redeemer to an open fhame,
Heb.6,6. they doe as it were tread under foot his blood, that
was the price of our redemption,and count it an unholy thing
Heb,10.39.
2. To
'

,

.
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exhort us as often as we thinkofour redemption,
(which we ought to.do very oft,) & often fhould wc thinke
that there are as it were coales of fire heaped upon our heads,
' wherewith we fhould be inflamed to this holinefie.
Doft* lo* That me maygaine profit and benefit by the con¬
federation of our redemption v>e fhould,diligently meditate upon
Cbrifls predefiination , his incarnation humiliation, and glo¬
X To

,

j

rification.

This is gathered from Verfe 20, 21.

Reafon i. Becaufe by this meanes alone is the breadth,and

length, and depth, and height ofGods love in Chrift made
manifeft, Ephef.3.1%.
2. Becaufe by this meanes alone doe we come to know,
what a great worke, and of how great difficulty it was, to de¬

liver men from their finnes.
3. Becaufe by this alio we may eafily gather, how fit and
juft it is, that we ffiould live unto God and Chrift in all ho¬
linefie,which is the fcope of this Text.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh us not to pafle over this
myfterie flightly in our thoughts and meditations,but to con¬
tinue in contemplation thercapon, that fo we may, as it were,
fuck therehence the juice of true godlinefie.
Doft. II. The proper and immediate ufe ofall our contem¬
plation upon Chrifi,and our redemption obtainedby hitn3 isyo confirme ourfaith andhope in God.
This is gathered from Verfe 21, at the end.
[Reafon 1. Becaufe the end of Chrifts mediation is, that
through him we Qjould believe inGod, as it is here affirmed.
2. Becaufe Chrift left us an example of putting our faith
and hope in God j for he in hisway perfeftly performed it,
and by that meanes attained the higheft glory.
3. Becaufe for our fakes and fbrourgood was that glory
given unto Chrift, which our faith and hope look and feeke
after,
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us, alwayes to look unto Iefus Chrift the author and finifher of our faith, Heb.12.2. and
by looking unto him to quicken our faith and hope.
Doft. 12. The calling of thefaithfull hath the purification
the
of fettle joynedmth it.
This
D2

27

3g

ft Epiflle ofPeter.

A Commentary upon thefir

This is gathered from the beginning of the a 2 Verfe. So
Tet. 2. 20. Hence it is that the wafhing ot baptifine repre¬
I
sents that grace which is given in their calling : Now this
puiification and waQiing, ivhich is communicated in their
calling, and fignified by baptifme, is not by juftification on¬
ly, which confifts in the imputing thereof unto remiflion of
finnes, but alfo by ftnftification and the reall clenling of the
foule,i£V.6ii. Tit.3 5. And this fan&ification is chiefly re¬
ferred to the foule as to its proper objed.
Reafon 1. Becaufe outward purification and fan&ification
is nothing worth at all,if it bedivided from the inward .-for
this was the hy pocrifie of the Scribes and Pharifees ,that are
fdd to have made clean the outfide of the cup and ofthe plat¬
ter, when within they were full of extortion andexcefTe,
Matth.2?. 15.
2. Becaufe the operation of the Spirit begins at the fbule,
and from the foule is derived to the outward man .• for as all
pollution proceeds firfl out ofthe heart,Matth.i 5.19. fo alio
purification.
3. Becaufe if the fbule be once purified within, outward
puriry'will follow of its owne accord, Matth.zÿ 26
4. Becaufe this purity doth more properly coniili in the afc
fedion & intention of the foule,then in the outward pra&ile ;
for the fame outward works may be done by impure men j
but the faithull differ from all impure hypocrices by their in¬
ward difpofitions and affeftions.
5. Becaufe the faithfuil themfelves are oftentimes fufiained
and receive comfort by the purity which they have within in
their will and purpofe, though they cannot produce it into
aft according to their de&eyRom.j.2 1.25.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to condemnerhofe that are whited
over with the name of Chriftians, but never look after the pu¬
rity of their foules : and theieforethey may be rightly called
andvvhited Sepulchres,rlc/.rt.23.27.
whited wals,
2 To exhort us to ufe the utmoit of our endeavours to ptirifie our fouls, that they may be madethe temples ofthe holy
Ghoft.
Dvft. IJ. This purificatien is wrought bi the hearing of
the worÿ & the ejfefluall operation ofthe holy Ghoft by the word.
x
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This is gathered from tliefe words: in obeying the truth
through the Spirit. Where the word of God, efpeciully ofthe
Gofpell, is called the truth, partly for that excellency of truth
' that it hath above all other fay ings or writings, and partly
became bv vertue of the truth or faithfulneffe of thofepromifes which are contained in the word, this purification is
wrought, together with all thofe ipiiituall bleffings.that pertaine to the con Col at ion and Salvation of the faithful/.
Reafon i. flecaufe the word together with the Spirit doth
reveale unto us that truepu"ity wh ch is pleafing and accep¬
table to God, whereof we are ignoran
2. He mle the word together with the Spirit is the oracle
or power of G.o iunto Salvation, and confequently is able to
beget every grace in us.
3. Becaulefaith ptirifi.s the hearts of the faith! ull,AUs 15,
9 and faith comes by hearing of the word, Romt 10.17.
Vfe i. Th's may ferve to refute the herefies of thofe,which
either hold that there is fuch power in the ftrei.gch of nature,
that men may faii<fftfiethc?n(elves at their own free will and
pleafure,or. which coinesall to one. maintaine that the out¬
ward preaching ofthe word is fufficient without the powcrfull operation'of the Spirit.
2. Toexhort us, firlt, to hearkendiligcntly unto the word
of God 5 fecondly, not to reft our {elves fatisficd in the bare
letter of the word, but alwayes to crave the grace of God and
the operation of his Spirit : thirdly, in the ufe ofthe word
through the Spiiit to ftek the purification of our foules.
Deft. 14. The eff SI andfgne ofa purifiedfault, is a pureÿ
firtcere andfervent love of thefaithfully as of brethren
Th.S is gathered from the(e words : unto love of the

.

.

,

.

.

brethren
Reafon I. Becaufe hatred, envie, wrath, ftrife, enmities,
and fijeh like affections, efpecially , when they refleft upon
theg >od. are foiue of thoie firhy pollutions of the flefh, from
wbieh the fouleof the fa'thrull is purified, Gal. 5.1p." a
2. Becaufe the purification of our foules makes us to love
puiity in others, and no man can take delight in the purity of
others, unleffa he be in fome mea (Tare purified himfelre.
3. Becaufe in the mucuaillove otchefaithfidldivers ope¬
rations

•

A Commentary upon the frji Epiflle ofPeter.
rations are exercifed, to the performing whereof, their foules
are in a fpeciall manner purified and fan£iified,as doing good,
bearing with infirmities, edificationof the Church, and glo¬

rifying the name of the Lord.
Vfe i. This may ferve focWf«#wtho(e,that fhewthemfelves great enemies to godly men : they may rightly be cal¬
led Cainites, for they have gone in the way of fain, with
tbofeto whom the woe is denounced by /wdr.Verie 12.
2. To exhort us by all meanes to endeavour to gaine this
brotherly lqve of the godly : wherein there is required, Firft,
fincerity, that it fhould be without hypocrifie or fimulation,
fo that it (hold not be in words or injhcw,as the Apoftle fpeaks,
but in heart. Secondly, that it fhould be not only from the
heart, but from a pure heart ; becaufe there is a kinde of love
that is in fome fort fincere, but yet it is impure, whiles that it
doth either negleft the chiefeft good or elfe ufeth fuch means
to procure fome good as arecontrary thereunto ; as if a man
to deliver his brother from danger, fhould perfwade him to
deny the truth,or to diflemble. Thirdly, That it fhould be
fervent , becaufe the affeSion ought to be fee in the higheft
degree upon thole objetts, where there is found to be the
chiefeft reafon to ftirre it up.
Dori. 15. Regeneration, that is common to allthefa.ithif
fall,, a flrcng argument to provoke them to love one another.
This is gathered from the end of vcrfe 22. and the begin¬
ningof the 23.where this reafon is given,why they fhould love
one another, becaufe they are borne againe.
Reaf. becaufe by this regeneration all the faithfull are
brethren, begotten by the fame Fathcr, of the fame blood,and
partakers of the fame fpirit.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us, to be mindfull all this ar¬
gument, and to give it roome and power in our hearts, fo
that we may upon occafion fay as Abraham did, gen. 13. 8.
Let there be nofirife betweene me and thee j for we are brethren :
and to admonifh others alio in thofe words of Mofes tAltt. 7.
26 Sirs, Te are brethren :Why deeye wrong one another ?
Dori. 16. The word ofGod is the incorruptiblefeed or prin¬
ciple of this regeneration.
This fathered from the 23. verfc,

.

•

Reaf. 1.
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Reaf. J. Tecaufe it is the word of God, (as it is in the
Text;) which liveth and abideth for ever ; whole nature ic refembleth in this, that the operation thereof is not moraentany
, or temporary, butitabidethforever. J. Eecaulc to fpeake
properly, it is the word ofeternall life, John 6. 68. for the
end and ufe thereof is, to bring men to eternall life. 3. Tecaufe where it is once truly received, it never faileth. John 4.
14.
ZJfc 1. This may ferve to refute the errour of thole, which
hold that they that are truly regenerated, ulually fall away
from the grace of God, and fo are borne againe and againe,after they have beene regenerate :This is contrary, not only to
the promife and covenant of God, that he will keepe the
faithfull, that they fhall not depart from him Ier. 32. 40. andto that comfort which Chrift gives his members, that no man
fhall pluck them out of his hand, Iohn ic. 28. Tut alloto the
operation of the fpirit in the hearts of the faithfull, and to the
nature of the life it felfe, that is communicated unto them,
which is incorruptible and eternall, as it is in the Text.
2. To comfort «ragainft allthofe fearesand terrours, tha&
may arifefrom the confideration of our own infirmities; for
although of our felves we are continually falling to corrupti¬
on, yet there is fomething borne in us, if we be truly faith¬
full, which is incorruptible and (hall abide unto eternall

.

life.

3, T9 exhort us to carry our felves anfwerable in all Chrifiian duties, that is, tobeconftant and incorruptible in per¬
forming them : and this is it at which the Apoftledoth efpecially aime at in this place, when he ftirres iip the faithfull to
a fervent and conftant love one of another, by this argument,
becaufe they are borne againe by the incorruptible word.
Doft. 17. The condition -wherein the faithfull are put by
this incorruptible regeneration ofthe word, isfarre more excellent
then allthe glory of this world
This is gathered from verfe 24,25. where there is a comparifon made betwixt, flefh, grafle,the flower of grade, and the
glory of man, on the one fide, and the word ofGodonthe
Other ;not as the word is confidered in ic felfe ,but as it is re¬
ceived by the faithfull, and tranflates theminto the kingdome

.

of God.

Reafon

A Commentary upon thefrfi Epijlle ofPeter.
Reafon. Became as it is in the text, there is nothing in all
the world but vanity, that quickly falleth away.- whereas the
word of God cudureth for ever.
Vft i. This may (erve to exhort w to make more precious
account of the word ofGod and of his k'ngdome, then ot all
the world, and that not only in refpeft of our (elves, but of
others alfo ;as the Apoftlc doth in this place extoll the Word
of God and the condition of the regenerate above all the
things of the world, that by this confideration among others
he might move the faithful! toeftecme of others, that are re¬
generate, more highly, and to love them more fervently, then
all the things of the world.
2. To comfoi t us, in that God of his bounty and grace hath
advanced us to f >ch a dignity.
Do£t> 18. W' ought to have a fngular refpettunto this.
dignity and excellency in tb- word of God, as it ispreachedunto
us by the Qo'p'll.
This is gathered from the 22 verfcat the end.
Reafon 1. Becaufe the fame word ofGod is preached unto
us, that is do much commended by the Prophets, Apoftles, and by Chrift himfelfe, as it is in the Text , this is that
word.
2. Becaufe it makes much unto our (alvation,as it is preach¬
ed

unto 11s.

Vfe. This may ferve to admontfh us,not to fatisfie our (elves

with fome generall elteeme of the word, as many are wont to
doe, that are weary of the word that is preached unto them,
and loathing it do rejeft it j but rehgioufly and reverently to
receive the word that is preached unto us, as the eternall word
ot

God.
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1. rvbereforc laying aftde all malice, and allguile, and
hypocrifieSy and envies3andevillfpeakjngs,
Verfe 2. ts4s newborns babes,dejire the Jincerc miIke of the
rrordj thatye may gross thereby.
Verfe 3. If'fo.beye have tafled that the Lord isgracious.

Verfe

Verfe 4, To whom comminq as unto a livingflone\ difo.llowed
indeedofmrnÿ but chofen of Cjnd, and precious,
Verfe 5- Te alfo as livelyflo/ics are built up afvirituall houfe,ari
holy Friefhood, to offer up fpiritrtc.ilfacrifice3 acceptable to
God by lefos Chrifi.
Verfe 6. Wherefore it is containedin the Scripture, Behold, Hay
in Sion a chicfo corner ftone,cliEl3precious, and he that be
leevcth on him[hallnot be confounded.
Verfe 7. Vntoyou therefore which believe he Isprecious, but un¬
to them which be difobedient ,the flotte which the builders
difa/lowedyhefame is made the headofthe corner,
Verfe 8. stAr.i aflone offumbling3 anda rocf of offenceÿ even to
them whichfumble at the word} being difobedient , where-

-

unto

alfo they are appointed.

Verfe 9. Butye are a chofengeneration, a rcyallTriefbood, an
holy nation,a peculiar people,that ye foouldJhew forth the
praifes ofhim, who hath calledyou out ofdarkneffe into his
Verfe

marvellous light :
10. Which in time pafi were not apeople, but are now the
people of God which badnot obtained mercy, but now have

obtainedmercy.

He fame exhortation that the Apoftle had be¬
|

fore propofed , he doth here againe repeat
and prefle, and that notljmply and barely,
but by that principle and meanes , whereof
there may and ought to be very good ufe
made.For by occafion ofthofe things,which
he had lately fpoken of the word of God, he ftirrei up al! the
faithfull
E
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faithfuil to the right ufe of this word, by whole helpethey
might perfift and grow in that grace, wherein they flood.
The occafion and connexion of this exhortation with the
Words going before is intimated in that phrafe or particle,
Wherefore. The exhortation it lelfe is to a delire or love of the
word of God, which he had before commended, verle 2.
Which exhortation he doth fo lay downe that in the firfl
place he fhtwes, that the vices which are contrary to this du¬
ty, mult be laid afide, and taken heed of. which a'e five: malice,
$titleÿ hypocrifies, envies, evill-fpeahmgsÿ verle I And in the
lecond place he gives realbns agreeable thereunto, to ftirre us
up unto this duty, (to wit, a defireofthe word.) Thefirft
reafon is taken, from the ufe or elfeft of this word in refpect
of them, that it makes much for the edification of thefaithfuli: and this Ufe is allegorically. fet forth, verfe l.where the

of

,
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regenerate faithfuil are compared to infants newly borne, and
the word to finceremilke ; and the edification which is made

by 1he word, is compared to that a&'on, which infants ob-

.

taine by the ufe of wholefome milkf The lecond reafon is ta¬

ken, by a continuation of the fame allegory, from the objeft
oftheword, which hepropofed to be tailed, and thatisGod
himlelfe and our Saviour Jefus Chrifl : whole perfection and
fi neffe for edification is declared. Verle 3 where he is faid to
be gracious : and is confirmed alio' by the experience and teftimony of all the faith.ull, who are faid to have tafiedthis
gracioufaefie , ibid, iffo be yee have tafied that the L.crd is
praciotu

.

Inthe explication of this aff&Tion. that ought to be let up¬
on our Lo:dJefus Chrifl, as the primary objeCt of this word,
the Apoftle continues from V rle 4 to the 11. Where in the
firfl place the atfiClion and duty it lelfe ofcomming unto
Chrifl, and adhering unto him by faith, is propofed, verfe 4.
To rehtim camming. And then the reafon of this duty is allegoricallp declared, to wit, that Chrifl is the foundation of the
fpirititail building that liverh for ever. Ibid, as unto a living
fione- and the faithfuil are the parts ofthe building, or of the
fpirituall houle that is to be built upon this foundation, at
the beginning ofverfe 5. And he doth further illuflratebotb
parts of this reafon. The firfl, concerning the foundation or
fubjeCt

•
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fubjeft, he doth declare by divers arguments j when he faith
that it was difal lowed of men, but yet chofcn of God, and
precious, verfe 4. The fecond, concerning the paitsofthe
' building that are joyned to it> hedotii ilinltrate 8c urge front
theeffefts, which are allegorically alio let forth, to wit, that
by th's comming unto Cf.rill , as unto the foundation , the
faithfull are not only madeafpirituall houfe, as the temple
wherein facrifices acceptable to God are offered up, but they
(hall alfo be the Prielfsthatfhallofferup fpirituall facrifices,
acceptable to God through Iefus Chrift, verfe 5. This that
hath beene fpokert ofthefavingeffeft of Chrift, as our Savi¬
our; which redounds unto all che faithfull, the Apoftle doth
confirme by the teftimony ofScripture, verfe 6. Which teftimony he doth explaine and apply by the contrary affeftions
and manners, how contrary forts of men carry thcmfelves
towards Chrift, that is,the believers, and the unbelievers: To
the believers Chrift is laid to be precious, verfe 7. at the be¬
ginning, becaufe they put their whole truft and confidence in
Chrift, and confequently give him the honour of the true
Meflias and Saviour : but to the unbelievers he is a ftone of
Humbling, and a rock of offence, verfc 7,8. Becaufe being of¬
fended at his humility they do not receive him as their Savi¬
our : whofe infidelity he doth illuftrate by theantecedent de¬
cree of God, whereby it was ordained, verfe 8. at the end.
Wherettntoalfo they are appointed. As on the Contrary the con¬
dition of the faithfull is illuftrated. Firft, by the fecret eleftion of God, that was the caufe thereof, vCrfe 9. at the begin¬
ning. Secondly, by the dignity which they obtaine by faith
by vercue of this eleftion, to wit, that they are a royallPricfihotd,, an holy nationhoods peculiar people. Thirdly, by the end
and ufeofthis dignity to which they are called, which is, to
Ihew forth the praife of God, verfe 9. attheend. Fourthly,
by comparing the ftate that is unlike it, wherein they were
before their calling, to this ftate ofexcellency and dignity
whereinto they are now put by their calliing unto faith in

Chrift,verfe 10.

The Doftrines fifing from hence arethefe.
Daft. I The right ufe of the word of God is theproper
mtar.es to increafegrace.

.
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This is gathered from the connexion of. this exhor¬
tation with that which went before. For when the Apoflle
had before exhorted to conftancy in grace, and to obedience,
in holinefle, and to brotherly love ; by a reafon alfo taken
in the laii place from the worde of God, whereby as of
incorruptible feed all the faithfull are regenerated, here in
the beginning of this Chapter, he commends unto lis
the right ufe of that word, as the proper and only meanes
to perfeft all thofe things.
Reef. i. Becaufe the word is the inftrnment chofenby
God and fan&ified to that ufe. iCor. 1,21.2. Becaufe the
word, efpecially oftheGofpell,istheminillration of the Spi¬
rit, who istheauthourand finifher of every grace. 2 Cor. 3,
6.3. 3. Becaufe the word fliewes us the good and perfedl
will of God. Rom. 12.2.
4. Becaufe it furnifheth a man unto every good worke.
,«».ÿ>
2. Tim. 3. 17.
Vfi. 1. This may ferve to refute fome fanatick hereelcks,
thatneglett the word ofGod and looke for immediate reve¬
lations, and dreame of a greater perfeftion then is contained
in the word.
2. To exhort us, to give diligent heed unto the word of
God in all things, until! we come to theendofpcifeftion in
heaven. 2. Tct. 1. 19.
Dodf. 2. Ifwe ware to ufe the word of God arightÿ wee
have
our minis ready and willing to lay afide all thofe vices
mufi
that are contrary to the power ofthe word.
This is gathered from the 1. verfe. Where five remarkeablevices are propounded, to be Jaidafide,denyed, and morti¬
fied, before the word can have its due effeft in our hearts. <
Reaf. 1. Eec.tife as the matter, if it be not fitly prepared,
cannot receive the forme ; neither can the field, if it be not
manured, cherifh the feed to bring forth fiuit : So neithercan the heart ofman, ifit be not fubdued by repentance, re¬
ceive the word of God with profit. 2. Becaufe fuch a purpofe to forfake all that is contrary to the word of God, is the
firft beginning p.fthat faving operation, which the word of
God doth make, wherefoever it Begins to be received, and
whereby it makes way for it felfe, to perfe&all operations.

firft

Vfe.

1.
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Vfr. 1, This may ferve to c mdemne thofe, that will be hea¬
rers of the word of God, butfo, that they will not forfakc
their accuftomed finncr. 2. To admonijh ust r.ot to take this
• thought and purpofe into our minds in the general], and once
only at our firftconverfion ;but upon all occafions, ferioufly
to renew this purpofe. efpecially when we prepare our felves
to heare the word of God.
Daft. 3. We mujt lay aftde thsfe vices r.ot infart only , but

firfi

wholly.
Thii is gathered rro:n the word, <z/7.

Reaf. 1. Becaufe repentance is not true and unfained, inlefle it abhor the very nature of finne; it nuift with one
and the fame kind of hatred hate all kind offinne. 2. Becaufe
a man may eafily deceive himfelfe, whiles he thinks that he
hath laid alide fome vice, if he doth not deceit all appearance
of it.what Specious fhew foever it may (eeme to have*
Vfe. This may ferve to injlrnU us, ferioufly to examine our
hearts, leaft through lorn-" deceicfulnefle thereof, there fhould
lurke fome vice, whereof we thinkeour felves to be lree.
J, have a fmgular care to lay afide thofe
Doft. 4. Wj fljou I
vices,that are contrary to thofe duties,to which we are in afpeciall
manner called ;and to that di'poltiof which is efpecially required
in Chrifians, that they may proft by the word of Cjod.
This is gathered herence, that the Apoltle, when in the
laft place, he had exhorted unto unfained love of the brethren
atthe2i. verfeof the former Chapter, doth here marke out
thofe vices,thataremoftofall contrary to this love ;& when
he would commend the fimplicitie ofinfants, as a difpofiuon
requifite to receive the word of God with profit, he calls afidc
thofe vices which are diteftly oppofed to that Simplicity.
Doft. 5* T0 make agoodufe of the word, befides thelaying
ofthefs evillaffections, that we fptrke ofbefore, it is required
afide
that we fhouldftirrc tip that goodajfeilion in our hearts3 which is
called appetite or deftre.
This is gathered from the 2, vcrfe. Now thisdefireisexprefled in other places of the Scripture, hy a fpirituall hunger
and thirlf. lfai. 55.1. Apoc*i\. 6, And the degree thereof is
fet downe, that itfhould bethehigheft. Pfal. 119. 20. 81.82.
JfTiich containes in it, 1. a high elteemeof Gods word <T[al.
upE 1
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IT 9. 2. 2. An earneft endeavour, anfwerable thereunto, to
ufe ic and enjoy it. Iobn 6. 27. 3. A delight, whereby we
are well plealed in the fweetneflc thereof, Pfal. 119. 103.
Reaf. 1. Becaufe the word isabfolutely nccefliry. for us;
without it we cannot live ;for it is our milk or fpiritnall food,
as it is in the text, 2. Becaufe we alwayeswant fomerhing
that may begotten : this is alfo fignified in the text, when we
are called new borne babes ; whereby it is intimated that our
imperfeftion is fo great, that by reafon of it, we (hould earneltly defire thehelpeoftheword. 3. Becaufe theexc'llency and perfection of the wcrd is fo great, that it fhould of it
feife delight 11s, though we flood in no need ot it our felves ;
this is alfo intimated in the text, when thereis mention made
of the fincerity of the word,and of the goodnefie of God that
appeares therein.
Vfe. i. This may ferve tocondemne thatfatiety andloa*
thing of the word, that appeares too evidently in too too ma¬
ny.
2. Toadmonijh #r,not to fufferour affeftions to be taken up
with the things of this world, thereby tolefTen that defire,
which we fhould have to the word of God. 3, To exhort us}
to ufe the urmolt of our endeavours to ftir up and increafe
thefe pious affeCtions in our felves.
DoCf. 6. This affetlion and defire that wee ought- to have
to Gods ?vorrl, fhould have refpeB to the fincerity thereof.
This is gathered from that,defire thefir cere miIke ofthe word'.
that is, the nature it felfe of the word and of the things propofed therein, as they are pure, and afioord nourifhmentfit
for our Joules.
Reaf. I. Becaufe othcrwife we doe not defire the word, as
it is the word of life, or the bread of life, or the milke of life,
as it is in the text, but as we doe apprehend it under fome carnallfhew. 2. Becaufe this defire alone proceeds from fpirituall life, which feekes after that in the word that tends unto
life, which is intimated alfo in the text by the fimilicude of
infants, that naturally defire their mothers milke.
Vfe. * i This may ferve to reprove thofe minifters that falfifie the word of God by their owne mixturesand devices,and
obtrude upon him an adulterate word, jnfteadofthefimple
and

.
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and fincere word. 2. To admonijh the hearers not to fuffer
their affeftions to be carried either towards the perfon of the
ÿ

-

fpeaker, or cowards the manner-of his (peaking, muchlefle
.towards thole ftrange forgings which many ule in their fpeaking, but fincerely to leeke for the fincerity of the word.
3. To exhort us, highly to prize this fincerity of the word,
and to endeavour all that we can to prclerve it as well in our
(elves as in the Church.

Doft. 7. Then and not beforeydoe we ufe thefincere -word
of God aright,when wegrow thereby.

This is gathered from thefe words: that ye maygrow thereby.
This is fignified in all chofe places ofScripture, where the
end of the word is made to be the edification of the faichfull:
for to edifie is to promote the ftruftureof the edifice, to a grea¬
ter perfection, after that the foundation isalready laid, ihis
is exprefied alio Eph. 4. 16.
Reaf. 1. 2?ecaufe we are imperfedl, like as infants that are
newly borne : now we are perfcftcd,when the word of God
dwells richly in us, |folojf. 3. 16. 2. Becaufe the word ic felfe
initsowne nature alwaves tends and leads to perfeftion :for
it is the perfedt will of God, Rom. 12.2.
Vfe. 1. This may Cerve to reprove thole, who, when for the
time they ought to be teachers, doe yet remaine unskilfull and
infants, Htb. 5. 12. 13. 2. To aimonijh rÿ,neÿer Co to reft fatisfied with that which we have attained, as if there wcrenothing more to be gotten ; for although we have all other
tilings, yet it is required, thatwelhouldincreale more and
more in ic, I. Thf.q.1.10. 3, To itforme us,, hereby we
may underftand, that the word of God is neceflarily to beufed, not only by the ignorant and unskilfull, butalfobyall
thole that doe yet want fome thing, and doe defire to increafe
to examine our leives
that which they have. 4.
by this m-trke, whether wc ufe the word of God aright or no?
Dodf. 8. In the Gofpell there appeares fa eh gracioufnejfe
andgoodnejfe ofQod, that itfibres up all the faithfully to ancar-

nefi defre thernf

This is gathered from the 3. verfe, that the Lordisgracious :
Where by Godvse are tounderftand Chrift, as it appeals by
the following words : bygratioufnejfevje are to underftand , '
that
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that grace which is revealed in the Gofpell, as it evidently appeares by the connexion of this vcrfc, with that which went
before. So T/7. 3.4.
Reaf. 1. Becatde this glorious grace of God, wheh brings
(alvation unto men by Chrift, is the ftibj .<ff matter and argument of the Gofpell.
7. Becaufe God beftowes this grace upon us, being alto¬
gether unworthy ofit, enemiestohim, rnd feeking no fuch
thing of him : for after fuch a manner is this grace befto wed
upon us, as that from the beginning to the end, the whole bufineffe dependsupon the meere goodnefle of God.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to informs us, to judge of the quality
and quantity of the goodnefle and gracioulneffe ot Chrift, no
other way but by the word of the Gofpell ; for we mult not
imagine, as many ufe to doe, that through thegracioulhefle
of God, it (hall be well with us, . though we continue in our
finnes without repentance and turning to God : nofiichgracioufnefle is revealed in the Gofpell. 2. Toivftrutl tu, alwayes to admire the riches and bounty of Chnfts grace, that
is revealed in the Gofpell.
To exhort us, earneflly to defire, to take delight, and to rejoyce in hearing and meditating
upon Gods word. Pfal. 27. 4. &65.4- & up. 103, in this
refpect is the ufe of the word of the Gofpell compared to the
banquet of a King, wherein all things are full of Sweetncfle
and delight. Luke 14. 16. 17.
Doft- 9. Thisgoodnefie of Chrift irt the Gofpell ispropofed
to HS to be t ifted.
This is gathered from thefe words :Iffo be ye have taftej.
So Pfal. 34. 8. Tafte and fee. That is, we (hould Co lay hold
upon it by faith, that we may have an inward fenfe, and expe¬
rience of the vertue and power thereof.
Leaf. 1. Becaufe in theGofpell, wc are called tofimha
neere union and communion with Ghri(t,that he is made un¬
to us our fpirituall bread and food. So to be called and eaten
by faith, that he turnes to our fpirituall nocirifhment. 2. Be¬
caufe our comfort dependsupon this, if wee perceive in our
lelves the favour of Chrift, as it were the favour of life unto
life. 2 Cor. 2, 15. id. 3. ÿecanfe the power of Chrift in
drawing our loules unto himfelfe, for the mod part confifts
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in this, that we have his goodnefle and love, to be tailed, as it
were, Cjal. 2.20. 2 Cor. 5. 14.
Vfc 1. This may Cer\e to reprove thofe, that doe not ufe the
• word ot God, as food to be tailed and eaten, but for cuftome
and pro forma fafhion-fake only, or at Icaft account it a thing
to be underflood and disputed of only ;but not to be tailed2. To exhort us,to tife all care and diligence to prefervc this
talle of the goodnefle of Chrift inthe Goipell;for this is pro¬
per to the regenerate, as it appeares in the text : and confequently it is a figne of fdvation. Some indeed that are not
regenerate are faid to tafteofthe heavenly gift, ofthegood
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, Htb,6.4,
5. but this comes to paflc, firft, by fome fpeciall operation of
Gods Spirit, whereby inch men are enlightned above the
common fort of unregeneratemen. Secondly, this is but for
a little while, it i$ not conllantly. Thirdly, in the unregenerate it isbutafuddenmotionoftbeminde, it is not a rooted
affeftion. Fourthly,it is either of grace only to come, which
is apprehended alfo,butby a humane and uncertaine hope; or
elfe it is a preemption without ground :but the tafteofthe
faithfull is of grace,not only to come, but alfo prefent, with a

divine afTurance wrought by the operation of the holy Ghoft,
and found faith and repentance.
Do&. 10. The regenerate inthe beginning} although they
be trulyfaithfull.yet they have but a little tajle oftjodtgeodneffe,
they do notfully comprehendit.
This is gathered from the fame Words.
Reafon. 1. Becaufe they arc new borne babes, and there¬
fore weake.
2. Becaufe God ufeth to bring his children by degrees un¬
to perfe&io n ;fo that at fir ft they do perceive but a part or the .
firft fruits of his goodnefle, and afterwards they have the
whole, as it were fhed abroad in their hearts.
3. Becaufe in the beginning they want that experience,
whereby the goodnefle of God afterwards is made more perfeftly knowne unto them.
4. Becaufe oftentimes they are alfo fomewhat negligent ;
whereby it comes to pafle, that they do not ufe the raeanes of
grace with that a flexion as they ought,as it is intimated in the
text
F

A Commentary hpon the firjl Epifile ofPetertext, when they are tiiried up to a more fervent delirc of the
word of Got).
ffe i. This may ferve for confolation agiinlf thofe feares
that arife fomctimes in the foales of the godly, tor that ihey
havebut a little meafure of peace joy, and the like fruits oi the
.Spirit, whereby men perceive the goodnefle ot God towards
them: for they muff underthnd that thcfaithfull do ufually
perceive but a little meafure of this grace at the beginning.
2. For exhortation, fo much the more to long tor the ftate
of pcrfeftion,and not to reft in thefc fmall beginnings.
Doff. II. That tafie of the grace of Gotirvhich we either
now have, or formerly had, JhcuLl fine us tsp t odefire andfeck?
after thefame more and mart
This is gatheied Troni the connexion of thefe words with
thofc that went before.
Reafon i. Becaufe to that end is there a talle of this grace
given, to ftirre lip the appetite.
2 Becaufe the goodnefle of God it fclfe is in a manner contemned and vilified, if it be neglefted, after it hath beene once
tailed & therefore in this refpeft they finne more grievoufly,
who when they have tailed thisgrace of God, do little effeem
of it, t hen they, who out of ignorance make no reckoning of
it at all.
ZJfe i. This may ferve to reprove thofe that have left their
firft love, lApoc.J.4.
2. To exhort us, in meditating upon the goodnefle of God
inChrift, and from the fenfe and experience that God hath
given us of it heretofore , to inflame our mindes with an earnelt defire to have a fuller meafhre of this grace, and to that
purpofe religioufty to ufe all meanes , whereby it is ufually

.

communicated unto men.
Doft. 12. The primary duty cffhrifliar.s, whereby it it
alfo that they are made Chrijlians, is to come unto (fhrifl.This is gathered out of the fourth verfc. Now to come un¬
to Ghrift, is nothing elfe but to believe in him. So lohn 6.35.
He that comes unto me,and he that bckeves in me, are made all
One. So lohn 5-40, To come unto Chrijl,to receive fhrifl, and
to believe in him, are one and the fame. And Heb.10.22. Wc
aiefaid t a draw neere by an aflurance of faith.

Reafon
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Recauft our faivation depends upon that union
which we have with Chrift : whence it is alio, chat wc are
faid to come unto Chrift, that we may have life,lohr. 5.40. ;
2. Becaule by nature we are ftrangers and far remote from
Chrift, and (alvation obtained by him, yea and after that we
are called unto Chrift, we are not foperfe&ly conjoyned.
g. Becaufe all Chriftian piety is nothing elie, but a conti¬
nuation and renovation of this acceffeunto Chrift, and by
Chrift unco God. In the hearingof the word weeomeunto
Chrift, as our Teacher ; in ourprayers weeomeunto him as
our advocate; in the adminiftration ofthe Lords Supper we
come unto him as the Authour of a Kingly mariage feaft, Mat.
22. And all other duties do fo depend upon theft , that loeke
how wc approve our fe'ves in theft, fuch mull we needs be in
the others alio.
4. Becaufc Chrift cals and invites us efpecially unto this,to
come unto him, Matth.i 1.28. John 7.37.
Vfe r This may ftrve to convince all thoft of death and of
finne, that have either noknowledgeofChriftatall, or doe
not endeavour accordingto that knowledge which they have,
to come unto him, and partake of his grace.
2. To refute the Papifts and fuch like, that draw menaway from Chrift to the holy Angels., to the Pope, and to

Reafon
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ft Epiftle ofPeter,

j.

.

tbemfelves.
g. To exhort u?, alwayes to fct Chrift before us, as our
marke and (cope, Phil.%$,&e.
Doft. 13. tVemuJl com; unto Chrift M unto a livingJlone:
This is gathered from Verfe 4. Now Chrift is called aficrte
for that firme power, whereby hedothfuftaineandbearcup
the edifice ofthe whole Church Zach. 4.7. And heis called,
a living fione3 becaufe that power whereby he doth beare up
the Church is quickning, and communicates fpirituall and eternall life to the whole edifice,John 5.26.
Reafon i. Becaufe by finne we were bereft of all life both
the principle and foundation of life, nor can itbereftored
unto us any other Way but in Chrift.
2. Becaufe tinlefic we come unto Chrift under this relati¬
on,we do not imbrace him as he was ordained by God,and is
propofed unto 11s ; and confequently wc do not held the true
Fa
Chrift,but a feined and imaginary one.
3. Be-
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3. Becaufe our faith cannot reft fatisfied but in him that
feath tlria ftrong power to quit ken, for faith feekcs life from
a firme and undecewing principle.
Vfe x. This may fer ve to refute that blafphemy of the Papifts,who will have the Pope, a dead ftone, to be that rock or
ftone, whereupon the Church is built. For Tcter,under the
pretence of whole name the Pope challengeth this to himfelfc
never exhorted the faithfull to come to him as unto a living
ftone, but unto Chrift only. And therefore Peter himfelfe in
thefe words cxplaines unto us, what was the minde of Chrift,
JiAat.l6.l2. when he faid !Thott art Teterÿ andupon this rockj
willbuildmy (hurch,that is,upon this living ftone whom Peter
at that time confeffed to be the Son of the living God,that is3
the living ftone. Now Peter and the Apoftles together with
the Prophets may be called the foundation of the Church by
a Metonymy of theadjunft for the fubjeft ; becaufe they laid
and preached Chrift as the true foundation, Ephef.2.20,21.
but the Popes can in no other refpeft challenge this unto
them leives, but as they are ftones ofoffence and ruine.
2. To inftruft us, wholly to depend upon Chrift, and to
put all our confidence in him.
3. To exhort us, with all joy and rejoycing to helpe for¬
ward the building ofthe Church upon Chrift, (touting and
crying out, as it is inthe Prophet Zacharj , Grace,grace tin¬
ts him.
Doft 14. Chrifi is refufed by men 3 when they will not
come unto him as unto a livingft one.
This is gathered from the fourth Verfe. SoTfalme 118.

22izx\ALuke 2.34.

Rcafon

. Becaufe he hath not that outward Majeftie and

I

ponipewherewithnaturall men are taken, I/ay 53.3. 1Cor. 1.
22,23.

5, Becaufe men by nature are blihde, fo that they cannot
perceive their owne mifery extra (briflumt out of Chiiff,nor
that falvation which is offered in Chrift, 1(or. 2. 14.
3. Becaufe they too much love thcmielves, and put truft
in themfelves , fo that they cannot endure that do&rine of
Chrift , whereby they are called to deny and forfake them¬
felves, and to put their confidence in Chrift alone.
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Vfe i. This may ferve toinforme us, that welhouldattribute nothing to the world in thole things which belong
unto Chrift.
2. To admonifh us, r.ot to trouble our mindes, for that the
world isaverlc from Chrift and true faith.
3. To exhort us, patiently to beareitj ifwe be refuled and
framed by men j for the tervant is not greater then bis

J
"1
Mafter.
4. Toinftru& us to beware that we do notxommunicate
in theleaft refpeft with the world in refufing of Chrift.
Doff. 15. Chrift was chofen andordained by God, that he
jhould he exceeding precious unto tu.
This is gathered from the fourth ver e. Now We muft underftand this fo,as that we comprehend both the predeftination of Chrift, and the fending of him into the worldj and his
unftion, together with allthole teftimonits,which'$efe given
by God unto this myfterie.
Reafon 1. Becaule the love and mercy of God is fo great
towards us :for fo God loved the world, that he gave his
;
Sonne, Scc.I0hn3.16,
2. becaufe in the obedience of Chrift God is well pleafed,
Matth.3.17.
3. Becaule Chrift hath perfefted and finiftied all thole
things, which belong to our falvation and the gtory of God.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to enformetuÿ that we ought to be
aflured of this, that howfoever the world oppofeth it telfe
againft Chrift, yet Chri.ft {hall prcvaile and raigne for ever,
becaufe he is choten ofGod.
2. To
comfort allthe faithfull, that beleeve and put their
confidence in Chrift, becaule they beleeve in him that was
cholen of God, to lave them.
3. To exhort us, in all our pra&ife throughout the whole
courfe of our lives, to make it appeare that Chrift is more
precious to us, then all the things in the world, Phi/; 3.8.

,

Prov.%.10,11.
Deft. 16. the faithfull are living members of the fame
buildings whereof Chrift is thefoundation.
This is gathered from the beginning of the «J. verte.
Reafon 1. Becaufe Chrift together with all the faithfull
makes one my fticall body, 1for.12.12.
2. Be-
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». Bccaufe being com pa&ed in this body, they partake of
the very life ofGhtift, Spbef.q. 16.
3. Bccaufe they fhew forth this life or power in bringing
forth huits anfwcrable thereunto, Iohn 15.5,1 6.
Vfe t. This may ferve to comfort us , when wc rightly efteeme of the dignity of this condition, itwillftrengtben our
mindes againll all the troubles that can befall us therein.

tbefirft
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2. To exhort us, fo to carry ourfelvesasitbecommeth
thofe.that are called to partake of the life ofChrifh
that union which all thefaithful!have with
Doft. 17.
made
are
,
Jpirirualltemples Priejls,andfacrifices ac¬
Chrifi they
God.
to
ceptable
This is gathered from the 5 verfe.
Reafon 1. Becaufe God is in an ÿfpeciall manner prefent
with them, and dwels in them by his Spirit and grace, as in
his Temple, 2 for.6. 1(.
2. Becaufe By the fame fpirit he makes them fit and ready
to performe thofe duties, that are more acceptable unto him,
then were ever any externall facrifices, Pyi/a/r 51.18,15). Heb.
13. 16.
3. Becaufe in performing thefe duties before God they do
offer and dedicate themfelves wholly linto God.
Vfe i. This may ferve toadmonifhus, to have a care ac¬
cordingly not to defile the Temple of God, 1 Cor. 3. 16, jy.
that our Priefthood doth not difhonourGod , and that our
Sacrifices be not lame, and maimed, and fuch as are not ac¬
ceptable unto God.
2. To exhortus, to addift our felves wholly to Gods glo¬
ry and hisworfhipj for God will be fanftificd in thofe that
draw neere him, Levit.J0.3.
3. To refute the Papifts,that rob Ghrifiians ofthis honour,
and obtrude carnall Temples, pricflhoods, and facrifices up¬
on God and men in Head of fpirituall.
D*£l. 18. Thope duties which we performt in Chrifi are ac¬
ceptable unto Godbj Christ.
Z his is gathered from the 5 verfe, at the end. But they are
acceptable not as merits,but as facrifices of praife and thanks¬
giving, as it is intimated in the Text;.
Reafon i. B.'caufe by Chrift our perfons are reconciled

,
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unto GoJ, and received into the number of thofe whom God

firfl
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approves and by whom he delights to-bc worfhipped.
' *2. Becaufe Chrilt covers our infirmities.
his
arc
intrrcdlion our duties commended
3. Becaufe by

unto God.

Vfe
tioon

1.

This may ferve to comfort 11s, even when we looke

our owne infirmities j andtheuTtvorthincneofalluur

performances.

2. To exhort us, to go cheerefully about the duties of pie¬
ty, becaufe our worke lhall noc be in vaihe in the Lord, 1 Cor.

15.58.

Dovb 1p. The fame Ch'rift was afcer thefame manner a
Saviour irt the OldTeftamentÿ as he is in the New.
This is gathered from the lixth Verfc.
Reafcn i. Becaufe he was a Lambe flaine from the foun-'
dution of the world j accoidingto the decree, promife, and
acceptance of God, and according to the faith and hope of
the godly, /fyer.i 3. 8.
2. BecaufetheG-uholickChtnchisbutone, confiflingof
all the faithfull from the beginning of the world, Heb. 12.23.
Vie 1. This may fer/e to refute thofe, that make the peo¬
ple of Sfrael either to have beene altogether carnal), or to have
beene faved by ihe obfervation of the Law.
2. To exhort ustoflye unto Chrift, and to put our confi¬
dence in him, in whom allthe faithfull from the creation of
the world did put their trulf, and by whom they were faved.
Doft. 2 o. Chrtft is as it were the cornerftone in the buil~
dine ofthe fhtirch.
That is, he doth conjoyne, uphold anddireft all the parts
of the building, or members of the Church.
Reafon 1 Becaufe he is the beginning or foundation of the

Church.

.

2. Becaufe he unites thofe people that Were beforefarre di¬
vided, the Jewes and Gentiles.
3. Becsu fe he is the rule or line of dire&ion in all the build¬
ing that tends to falvation.
Vfe i. This may ferve to refute theblafphcmy of thePapifts, whereby they make the Pope the head of the Church,
and to that purpole vrrcft this very title and words thereunto.
2. To
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2. To inftruft us, wholly to depend upon Chrift for the
direction of ouribulcs to everlaftioglife.
D06I. a I. There is nothing at all that canbe comparedwith
Chr if our Saviourfor dignity, ufe, andexcellency.
Ttiisis gathered from theft titles, elett andprecious.
Reafon i. For the dignity of his perfon.
z. For the effe&ualnelTe of his operation, in fatisfaftion,
merit, and application of thofe things which belong unto
our falvatior3. For the excellency of thofe benefits which redound un¬
to the Church by him.
Vfc. This may ftrvctoadmonifhus, to have no common
conceit of Chrift , or to reft in a vulgar efteeme of him, buc
earneftly to endeavour to conceive of him fo, as his dignity
and excellency doth deftrve.
Do£t. 22. No man that truly beleevethin (fhrift, Jhall ever
be confunded, his expectation fiallnot befrufirated, his de[ire
and confidencefballnot be in vainc.
Reafon 1. Becauft Chrift was appointed by God by a certaine and immutable decree to be the Saviour of all thofe that

beleeveinhim.

2. Becaufe all power is given unto him both in heaven and
earth.
Vfe. This may ftrve to comfort us againftthoftfeares and
doubts that might weaken our faith.
Deft. 23. Thefithfnilarc not only deliveredfrom irAfery,
but are alfo highly honouredby Chrift.
This is gathered from the ftventh verfe at the beginning.
Reafon. Becauft they are made partakers of Chrifts ho¬
nour, for in him they areraadc{bnneiofGod,heircsof the
e/erlaftingkingdeme,fpiricuall Priefts and Kings.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to reprove our blindnefle and dulnefle, that cannot difcerne and efteeme of this honour as wee
ought, bift are fet upon the honours of this world more then
is fitting.
2. To exhort us, pioufly and ferioufly to glory in Chrift
and the honour which we have in him, though for.his fake
the wicked world reproach ue,

ft Epiftlc ofPeter-,
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Doft. 24 As Chrifi is unto the unbelievers honour and
falvationÿfo he is unto the unbelievers confufton andperdition. ,
Vttle, P/i/.T 18.22.Ifaj
- Tjiis is gathered- Out ofthe feventh
• S. 14, CMattb.21,42..
t> <'
s'L".<u
: } (ÿ!
But this limilitude doth not hold in all things. For firft,
the proper end of Chrifi our Saviour was to lave man, not to
deftroy him. Secondly, Ghrift is t he caule of faith inthe beJecvers, but hcis not thccaufe ofunbeliefcin theunbeleevers,
though fomethingofChrift maybethcoccafionoftheirurfcbeliete'j like as his humiliation was both unto the fewes and
many of the Gentiles. Thirdly, Chrifi: merited falvation for
the believers, and not they themlelves; but the unbelievers
merit their ownc perdition, and not Chrifi : but yet Chrifi
is truly laid to be confufion and perdition to the unbelieversj
1 As they take offence at him,and fo runne headlong into
their owne deftruftion. 2. As he doth juftlypunifh their infi¬
delity and impiety,as he is the juft Iudgeofall the world. .
Rea[on 1". Becaule thofe unbelievers to whom Chrifi is offeredi in contemning his goodnelle, doc direftly as it were
provoke him to ufe the greateft feverity upon them.
2. Becaule by this irieanes alone is the glory of God and
of Chrifi preferved, when his enemies are put under his feet.
Vfe i This may ferve to admonilh us to beware ofall infi¬
delity. •
2. To exhort us, when we compare our beliefe with the
milery of unbelievers, to learneto be thankfull unto God and
to give him the glory ofit in lelus Chrifi: for thefe ends is
this amplification made in the text. •
-• •
Daft, 2 5. -Men come unto this confufton andperdition by
•
fumbling at theDollrine ofthe GofielL. ' ' . 1 ,< 1.
This is gathered from the 8 Verle. Now men ftumble at
tthe word oftheGolpell, when they apprehend the Gofpell
tobe luch, that they owe rio aflent and fubjefton thereunto :
fo the Icwes were offended at the infirmity of Chrifi cru¬
cified, 1for. 1.23. andtheGreekesatthe'foolilhnelleof that
word which bringeth falvation, Ibid. Forthe Iewcs, like as
the .Papifts, with many others, are offended, for that the Go¬
fpell requires them to deny their owne righteoulhefic and
workes, and to leeke to be juftified by Chrifi,
ÿ

ÿ

-

.

!
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Reafen i. Bccaufe this offence is the caufe of their infi¬

efVcttr.

delity.

Bccaufe it doth not produce a bare unbeliefit only , hut
unbeliefe with contempt, fo that they doe infinitely wrong
Chrift*
yfe. This may fervc to admonifh us,to beware that we doe
not inany thing (fumble at the wordoi God, or conceive any
thing inoar mindes , whereby we may be inthe leaft refped
2.

alienated from it.
Do£t> ad. The infidelity tutd cenfufion of the wickeddoth
net fall out hy chance,hut according as Qoihadmojl certainly
<ÿ

ÿ

fart~crdcintd it»

This is gathered from thefe words whereunto alfo thej are
-1l- Appointed.
Reafon i. Bccaufe God is both the King and Lord of all
living creatures, fo that nothing can happen untothem con*
trary to his will.
2. Becaufe there can be no caufe of their infidelity imagi¬
ned, which God did not forefee, or which he could not have

hindred.

3. Becaufe we alfo which do believe, were aliens from the
faith as well as they 5 neither did we make that difference be¬
1
twixt our felves andthem, but God :
ferve
that
the
dircft
us,
infidelity
This
of
to
may
any oVfe.
thers whatfoever,may not defeceour faith.wemuft give God
the glory in thedilpenfation of his grace, and appointing of
things according to his toonfell, whole wayes are paft find¬
.. '
' ,
ing out.
mind
to
that dignityÿwhereunto
Do£f. ij. WeJ&ouldoften taM
we are calledin Chrifi, andthat, hy cemparing ofit to that tetifery
wherein allunbelievers areplunged,
This, iis gathered from that repetipon,Verfe p. which is
u&d comparatively byrhediiTimilimde that is betwixt ic and
the eondrtion of unbelievers,beforedcfcribed, as it is intima¬
ted inthat word Rut.
*
Reofon t. Becaufe we are called to fpiritualljoy, which is
chiefely inereafedby this meanes.
£ Becaufe k belongs to the thanks which we ought to give
unto God.
3. Becaufe

. -

ÿ
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it makes lis cheerefull in the performing of all
Becaufc
J.
duties, that we may be worthy offo excellent a calling.
Vfe. This may (erve to exhort us,to makethis contempla' don familiar unto us.
>
Doft. 28. The endofaur callingjt to fix* firth the praifes
ofQod} that hath calledtu.
This is gathered from the ninth verfc,that is,that we {hould
render unto God the glory which hee hath (hewed unto us.
1. In the inwardthoughts and affe&ions of ottr heart. 2. In
the outward profeffion of words. 3. Inour aftionsthroughout the whole convcrfation of our lives. This is to (anftifie

God, //478.13.
Reafon 1, Becaufc this is that glory which may redound

unto Godfrom us, or fromour calling.

2. Becaule our calling it (elfe tends thereunto,
(hould turne unto God, (eeke God, glorifie God.

that we

3. Becaufc thisis very profitable tor us.
Vfe t. This may (erve to refute thole, thattakecare of no¬
thing lefie: they (hewthatthey are not yet partakers of effcftuall calling.
2. To ftirre us up more and moreto fulfill this duty.
Doft. Jp. Thttt ftate into which we aretranfiatedi>j emr
calling, is afate ofmarvellous fight.
This is gathered fromthe 9 Vcrfeat the end, Iohn 1.8.N0w
it is called light,both for the Mluminadon ofthe mind,which
it brings; and for the comfort of heart, whichwc receive
thereby ;and it is called marvellousfatax&it. farre (urpaflcth
all worldly knowledge, and whatfoever chenaturall man can
conceive.

Vfe. This may (erve to us, to carry our (elves anfwcrable

this light,andtowalkeinit,not according totke common
fafhion, bntmarvclloufly.

t

j

Doft. 30. Itds very -profitablefor tts alwajcs to compare out
preftnt happy condition,-with the imferpthat ispaf. ' t
This is gathered from the tenth verfc.
Reafon I. Becaule contraria juxta fe pofttaatagis elucefc:int, contraries being put one by another, make eachother to
T
.
appcare more cleerely.
2. Becauie ittends to our humiliation.
G 2
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3. Becaufe it makes usto corr.miferate others, andtofheW
meekenefle towards them. Tit. 2 .3.4.
ij. 2?ecaufe it makes us to be the more thankfull unto God.
I. Tint. 1. 12. 13.
Vfe. This may fer vetoadmonifl us, never to forget that mifery which did hang over our heads..

Verfe. II, Dearely beloved, / befeech jou, as ftrangers and pil¬
grims, abflaine from flsflly lufls,which wane againft the
Settle,Havingjour converfation honeft ameng the Gentiles,
Verfe. 12. That whereas they fpeake aeainflyou, as evill doers,
they may by your good worses which they flail behold, glorifc
,
Godin the day ofvifltatien.
•

'

J

'

.The Analyfis.
the Apoftle doth in generall exhort to lead fuch a
life as. is anfwerable to that happy, condition, which
was fpoken of before : Now this life confifts of two parts •:
Theoneisabftinencc from evilly abflainefromflcfhly lufls ;the
other is, to follow that which is good, havingyeur converfati¬
on honeft. The firftof which he doth perfwade them, unto
by an argument taken 1. From the difegreemenc that is be¬
twixt the Godly, and theflelhly luftspf this world in refpeft
of theirHate and condition, becaufe in this world, they arp
Grangers and Pilgrims, and therefore they ought not to fet
their hearts and defires upon this world, but upon another.
a. .Fromthe danger that hangs over them, from the defires of
this world, becaufe they tend to the deftruftion of their
loules, in thefe words, which warre againjlthe Souls. The feeond part together with the former, he doth perfwade them
unto, by an argument taken from thofe witnefles which they
ought to have regard ofin their converfation ;among the Gen
tiles, by whofe teftimony hee Ihewes there will a twofold be¬
nefit arife from their honeft converfation.
1.That they will ceafetofpeakcagainft them as evill doers.
2. That inbeholding their good workes, they will not on¬
ly give them an honeft teftimony, but they willalfo glorifie
God for them j which benefit is Ihewed by the adjunftof
,

HErc

-

time
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time, wherein it fhculd be expefted, towir, inthe day ofvifit.ition : Now this whole exhortation, that it might be 'the
moreeffeftiull, and the more acceptable unto them, is fee
• forth with a double affett'-on, in the manner of propofing it $
of love or charity, in that title which is given unto them,

Dearelj beloved ;. and of humility, in that he doth not fo
much commad thefe things, as intreat them, Ibeficchyou.
TheDoftrines arifing herehence.

Doft.
this rvorld. .

Rmf.

1.

I.

tSlll thefiiithfxlf are grangers andpilgrims in

Becaufe their father, and their countrey is liot

here, but in heaven.
Becaufe they doe not defire to flay long here.
3. Becaufe their wealth and their friends are not in this

world.

4

4. Becaufe the world accounts them Grangers, and that
becaufe their converfation is not according to the fafhion of

the world.
Vjr. - 1. This mayierve to admonijh us, not to place our in¬
heritance or our treafurc in the things of this World.
2. Toexhortus, to lift up our hearts alwayes towards our
heavenly countrey ;and to gaine all thofe things, that may
helpe us forward and further us inour journey thereunto,
Doft. 2 • All thefaithfull ought to abflainefrom the Ifftsof

..

tfthtflcjh

Butby this phrafe are fignified not only the inclinations
of the body, but all thofe that belong to the old man : for
there isfomething to be fan&ified even in the veryfpiritof
our minds, 17'hef.$. 23. and therefore fomeluft of theflefhis
fcated in the fpirit ;but thefe lufts are in generall (aid to be of
the flefh,becaufe they are modof all manirefted in thofe things
which belong to the body and the flefh :for mod men care for
and looke alter nothing elfe almoft but thofe things that be¬
long to this prefent life.
Reaf. r. Becaufe the flefh together with the Iufls thereof

was crucified with Chrift.
2. Becaufe all the faithfull in their baptifme and by their
profclfion have denyed the flefh.
G 3
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3. Becaufe our lufts arc dectitfull. Eph, 4.22.
Bccaufe they lead unto death. Galax. 6 S.Rom.S. 6. 15.
f/e. This may fcrve w aJmoniJb w, above all things to ap¬
ply our felves Unto this ftudy.
Daft. 3 The hflscflhcfiejb vearre ayainflthefoule.
Renf J. Becaufe they fpoile the perfeftion oftheloule,
which confifts in the image of God.
t. Becaufe they doe either quench or grieve the holy Spi¬
rit,upew whom the comfort of the foule doth depend. Eph.4.
30. i.Thtjf. 5. 19.
3. Becaufe they caufe the Death of the loule, and lead
thereunto.
Vfe. I. This may lerve to dirctl w, alwayes to thinkc upon
our foirituall warfare, and accordingly in all things to carry
oar (elves, as it becommeth the good Souldiers ofChrift.
2. To admonijh us, to take fpeciall heed of thole enemies
which we have within our felves 5 tholeenemies that are with¬
out can doe us no hurt, ifthole that are within have not po¬
wer over us, and lo doe as it were give us up into their hand?.
Doft. 4. To abflainifromflefllj lufls, is the way to'make
our couverfation hontfl.

Reaf. t. "Becaufe all filthynefle proceeds from the lufts of
the flelh.
a. "Becaufe the true honour and bonefty of a man confifts
in that fpirituallviftory which he hath over himfelfe.
3. "Becaufe by overcomming the lulls of the flelh, the way
ismadeeafie to all vermes and good duties.
Ufe 1. This may (zrte to rcfute andreprove thofc men, that
(tekelor honour and dignity by pamperingthe flelh, & obey¬
ing the luftsthereof.
2. To exhort us, cheerfully to oppolc oilr lelves againft the
lulls oftheflofli, for thisvery caulc, bccaalcitisamofthoneft thing.
XifBuÿ.ThefUiitifull floulihxtve a canto livehotieflly,not only
emit?ft thefaithftill,but alfoamonefl the unbeleevivoGentiles.
This is gathered from thefe words, among the gentiles ;
Wh'ch notvvithllanding we muft fo underlland, that we doe
rio't fo! lotv ad tbole things that feeme honell unto t hem, nor
omit thole things that doe difpleafe them t but only thatwe
Ihcw
•
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forth a true evidence of our piety, love and righteouf.
neflcin our conversion.
Then againe, that thereby their confidences may be con¬
vinced, that the way, which we goe, is in thacrefpett at lead
praifc-wort hy,and to be approved.
Re*f. This we ought to doc. I. For God* lake and hi*
(hew

For our owne fakes and our owne comfort.
3. Forthe unbeleevers lake, to draw them unto true piety.
Vfe. This may fcrve to refute and reprove thofc, that under

a.

colour of contemning fame, contemne vcrtue.
Doft. 6. It is the property ofunbeleeversÿ to feehe occaft~
on to fpe*kf ngainji thefaithfulÿ m ifthey were niched,
This is gathered from the 12.verfe, at the beginning. Now
there arc two kinds offiich obloquies. 1. When they fpeakc
all manner ofcvill for Chriftslake, for faith and righteoufnefle fake, cap. 4.V. 14. Math. 5. 11. 2. When they find fome
occafion in the defcfts of the faithfull, and obfervc fomething
in their lives, whichthey may juftly taxe. This alfoadmits
of a two fold difference ;for fomttimes fuch is the impiety of
tbofethat profefle the true faith, that it gives fcandall to the
unbeleevers, Rons. 2-24. and fometimes they take occafion
from the infirmitiesthat are incident to the faithfull, to con, , ,
demnc their profeffion.
there
is
betwixt
an
inveterate
the
iSecaafe
enmity
Reef x.
children of the light, andthe children ofdarknefle.
a. Beeaufe in this refpeft men flatter thetnfelves, and in
fome fort fccme better and happier, when they make others*
that would feeme better,either to be like themfclves, or worfe
then themfclves.
3. fiSecaufe by this meanes they fteme to bring fome pre¬
judice againft thievery doftrineof piety, which the wicked
;
bate.
admomjh
take
to
1.
fpeciall
may
To
ferve
This
w,
Vfe.
heed, that we have no communion with unbeleevers, in this
malkioufnefTe,that is,that we doe not willingly feeke or take
occaf on to fpeake againft the Godly. ;for. this is a.cextaine
marke of impiety.
X To beware alio,that we give no occafion to the wicked,
either

.
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either to fpeake

Daft, 7: Good

wicked*

7

ofPeter.

(

againft bur perfons or ourprofcffions.

'

-work?* alone doefiop the mouthes of the
1

This is gathered from the 12. v: at the middle.
Reaf. 1. Becaufe men, efpecially unbeleevers, cannot
Judge of us, but by the works which they fee.
2. Becaufe thefincerity of our religion properly appearcs
;>
i
in our works.'
exhort
to endeavour to
to
tu
alwayes
ferve
This
may
Vfe.
bring forth good works.
Doft. 8. Hhe good rvorkj ofthe faithfifllvtake others alfo
i
to glorifie Cjod.
••
?' \
This is gathered from the 12. v. at the end. So M. 5. 16.
Reaf. 1. Becaufe by this meanes they arc convinced of the
truth of our religion, whofe author is God.
2. Becaufe thereby they are drawne alfo to embrace the
fame religion,and to cleave unto God.3. 7?ecaufe they are moved and ftirred up to give God
thanks, for thofe things that were themeanes of their conver• <
fion.
Vfe* This may ferve toexhort tu, to ufe this argument to
ftirupourfelvesto the pra&ife of good' Works, becaufe they
make not only for our owne falvation, but for the glory of
> •
pod alfo.
Doft. 9. We mufl lookefcr a day ofvifitatioi\ that men
may glorifie Godtherein. •
This isgathered from the 12.v. at the end. But the day of
vifitation may be underftood either in judgementÿ or in grace
andmercj. Here it is to be underftood of the grace of God.
So Luke 1.62.
Reaf. 2?ecaufe without grace there is no inclination in the
heart of man po glorifie God. The treemuft be good, that
(liall bring forth good fruit ; Men doe not gather grapes of
thornes, or figges of thiftles, Matth. 7. 16. 17. '
Vfi. This may ferve to admonifi us, to uCc all patience and
mceknefle towards the wicked .alwayes provided, that we doe
not faile in ourduty to feekc their converfion. 2.
ÿ
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Verfe. 13. Submit jour /elves titertfore to every ordinaneeofman
for the Lordsfake whether it be to the Ki»g% as fttpremeVerfc. 14. Or unto Cjovernours,at unto them that are fent by him- .
for the punijbmeut ofeviii doers} andfor the praife of them
that do well,
Verfe. 15- Forfo is the will of God, that with well doing ye may
put tofilencc the ignorance offoolilh men.
Verfe. 16. As free, andnot ufngyour liber tj for a cloaks of malicioufnejfe, but m thefervants of God.
Verfe• 17. Honour allmen. Love the brotherhood. FeareGod.
Honour the King.
The Analyfis.
words the Apoftle fheweth that particular part of
obedience, which did in a fpcciall manner pertain® to the
honefty of the faithfull among the Gentiles, that is, fubjeftionto the Magiftrates, which fome at that time did begin to
caftoff, as not agreeing with Chriftian liberty. Now this
fubjeftion he doth. 1. Generally command and direft us tin, to, to perfonne it for religion fake towards God, v. 13.1. By
a diftribution of the objeft, to wit, that we ought to performc
it,not only to the King and the fupremc Magiftrate, but alio
tothegovernoursthatarcfentbyiiim. v. 13. 14. 3. He doth
perfwade us thereunto, 1. From the end of this ordinance,
to wit, that it is to reprcfle andpunilhthe evill doers, and to
prelerve and cherifh the good v. 14. at the end. 2. From the
efficient caufe, or command of God, v. 15. 3. From the end
and benefit of performing this fubjeftion, to wit, to flop the
mouthes ofthe enemies, who are defcribed by their ignorance
and their foolilhnefle, v. 15. 4. He removes an objeftion
that might be made againft it,about Chriftian liberty, v. 16.
Where be diftinguifheth betwixt faigned liberty, which is
joyned with malicioufnefic ; and true liberty, that makes
men to beaddifted unto the lerviceofGed : Now that this
fiibjtftion to faperiours belongs to the fervice of God, he
fhewes v. 17. by a Ihort repetition of thofe precepts, that belongro this and the like duties.
Here a Qÿeftion may be made.

-
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H
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Queft. Why is the Mugiflracy called an ordinance of
man v. 13. feeing all powers are ordained of God, and every
poWef is the ordinance of God, Rom. 13 1.2
Anfw. The fuperiority of power, or government it felfe is
Emply and abfolutcly commanded by God, and in that refpeft is called the ordinance of God ; but this or that fpeciall
manner of power or government is not determined by God,
but by men ;and is therefore called an ordinance ofman, which
as touching the nature of it, may alfo be called an ordinance of
god: And this is the difference betwixt an Ecclcfiafticalland
a civill office. An Ecclefiafticall office is not legitimate, if it
be not direftly determined by God himfelfe, and confequently cannot be changed by men : but this or that civill office
may be made Si changed by men. And the reafon of the dif¬
ference is this, becaufe God and Chrift alone hath dominion
and power in fpirimall matters j but in civill matters men are

alfo Gods, though not abfolute.
The Doflrines arifing from this.
Doft. I. The duties of righteouftejfe towards mm, dot
much commend our religion towards (fod.
This is gathered from the connexion of thefe words with
the foregoing words, in that particle therefore,So lames r .27.
K-eaf 1. Becaufe they are the effe&s ofrcligion • Now the
vertue of the caufe doth alwayes appeare in the effeft.
2. Becauft they are more obvious to the fight of man, then
religion it fclfe, which is the caufe thereof.
3. Becaufe they draw mens minds to approve of that religion whence they proceed.
Vfi. This may ierve to exhort us,for religion fake to apply
our felves to thefe duties.
Doff. 2. tVe muft performs civillfuhjeElion to our civill
Adagif ratesfor the Lordsfake.
This is gathered from the 13. v.
Reaf. 1 Becaufe by thefe meanes the Lord preferveth the
focieties of men.
2. Becaufe thefe Governments arc the meanes to advance
Gods glory, at Ieaft fo farre forth as they tend to perfbrme
fome part of the will of God. '
5. Becaufe in their owne nature and of themfelves they

.

make

-

'
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make for the good and againft the bad. v. 14.
Vfe. 1 This may ferve to refute the Anabaptifts and others,
who for confidence fake will not be fubjeft to the Magiftmtr.
2. T o admonifo m, never foto fubjeftour felvesunto m<jn,as
that for their fakes we (hould negleft our duty towards God,
becaufe we ought to be fubjeft unto them for the Lords fake,
and therefore a farre greater fiibje&ion is due unto the Lord,

.

theu unto them.
Dod. 3. By thefe duties the good will of Gcd is obfervedy
andthefoolifbneffe ofwicked men is put tofierce,
This is gathered from v. 15.
Reaf. T .Becaufe we ferve God,when for confidence fake to¬

wards God, we are fubjeft unto men ;therefore we fulfill the
will of God.
2. Becaufe we doe that before men,which they doe ufualiy
praife mod, and fo we remove all occafion ofoffence.
Dfe. This may ferve to exhort us, fo much the more care¬
fully to apply our felves to fuch duties.
Doff. 4. Chrifian liberty is not contrary to thatftsb'jcBiou,
which roe owe either unto Cjodor man.
This is gathered from v. 16.
1.
Becaufe
by it we arc freed fromfinne, but not
Reaf.
from that duty, which is contrary unto finne2. Becaufe Chriftian liberty confifts properly in fpirituall
things, and not in corporall ;for although we are fiibjeftunto
God alone in fpirituall things, yet in corporall things we owe

fubjeftion unto men alio.
3. Becaufe for that end did we receive this liberty, thatwc
might more freely and readily performe thofe things, which
we owe pnto God and men.
Vfc. This may ferve tocondemnc thofe, that ufe Chriftian
liberty for a cloake ofmalicioufnefle, as.it is in the text.
Doff. 5. We arc to take exaEl notice of the difference ofour
men, towards our brethren,towards God, andtom
towards
duty
wards the Magifirates.
This is gathered from v. 17.
R'af Bccaufegreat is difference of the grounds or reafonc, whereupon thefedt'rtiw depend, as it is intimated in the
text :but we muft make confidence of our duty in all,
nr.
H2
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Vfe. This may ferve to reprove tho/e, that
as
fuch
fecme
thefe
to feate God,
duties,
to
wit,
disjoyne
or
but doc not love or honour men ; or h;ch as fetme to honour
men, but doe hot feare God at all.

frfi

18. Servants, be fubjeB to your mafters with allfeare,not
only to the goodandgentle, but alfo to the froward.
Verfe 19. For this is thankworthy,ifa manfor cottfcience toward
Godendure griefe,fujfering wrongfully.
Verfe 20. For what glory is it, ifwhen ye be bujfettedfor your
faultsyefball take it patiently ? but ifwhen ye doe well, and
fufferfor it,ye take it patiently,this is acceptable with God. .
Verle. 2 1. For even hereunto were you called : becanfe Chrift
alfofujfered for us, leaving usan example, that yefiottld
fellow hisfteps
V. 22. who didnotfitnne, neither was guilefound in his mouth ?
V- 23. who when he was reviled, revilednot againe ;when hoe
fujfered, he threatned not, but committed himfcUe to him,

V'erf

.

thatjudgeth righteoufly.

V. 24. Who his owne felfe bare our finnes in his owne body
on the tree, that we being dead to finnes, fbould live unto
righteoufneffe, by whofie ftripes ye were healed.
V. 2 ftorye were as Jheep going aflrayfiut are new returnedunto
the fbepheard and Bifhop ofyourfoulcs.

The v/fnalyfist
the Apoftle makes ipeciall exhortation about
duty of fcrvants their matters and this duty doth
HAsEre
define by fpeciall kind of fubje&ion wherein it
the

a

to

l.

it were

:

he

a

confifts. Befubjeft with allfeare. 2. Hedoth illuftrate it by
a diftribution ofthe objeft, or the matters, to whom this fabjcttionisdue j not only to the goodandgentle, but aljo to the frowar d. 3. He proves that this fubje&ion is to be made to both
forts, by an argument taken from thcadjun&s thereof, grace
and glory,that is, Godspraifing and approving ofit, which
accompanies the lubje&ion that is made unto wicked matters
verfe 19. For thisisthankÿwortly. The rcafonof which confequcnce
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forth,
i. By a delcription of that fubjertion
fequence is Jet
which is due unto wicked Matters, to wit, that it is a patunt
for conscience towards God v. i9. 2. By a
fnff ring- of wrong
companion that is made betwixt thdle that luffer;uftly, and
thole that fuffer unjuftly, which he fhewes to be unlike, in
that the former can looke for no glory from their lufferings,
2 c. In thefecond
but the latter may expert great glory,
place, he proves the lame duty from that relation which arileth from our generall calling, becaufe we are thereunto cal¬
led, that We (hould patiently (utter the injuries ofthe worlds
and this he confirmes by the example of Chrift ; to whole
imitation we are called : forhelhewestwoendsof thefuffering of Chrift $ onewastodyeforus, that is, to expiate our
finnes, which is the primary end. the other was, to leave us
an example to imitateÿ verfe ji. which is thclecondary
end. Now a fpeciall part of this lecondary end was, that
when he was without finne v. 22. Yet he patiently fuffered
all kinds ofreproachc sand afiliftionSjf. 23. And the prima¬
ry end of Chrifts fufferings, which was to rcdeeme us from
fin, is upon this occafion alio declared v. 24. 25. Becaufe
therehencealfo may be drawne a powcrfull argument,to perfwadeus to imitate Chrift in doing righteoufly, and fuffering
unjuftly : And this is declared, 1. From the nature of
Chrifts death, that it was a lacrifice for our fins to take away
the guilt of them ; 2. From the end of this propitiation,
which is the death of finne, and the life of righteoufncfle.And
hereof there is an illuftrationmadeby comparing that condi¬
tion, which went before our converfion» with that condition

firft

which followes it,verfe thelaft.

The Doftrines drawne here-hence.
Dort. I. They that are in the lowejl condition Jhottlihj
their good werkes glorifie God in that condition.
This is gathered from the connexion ofthe 18 Verle with
the 11 and 12.
Reafon 1. Becawfe lervants alfb are called to liberty and
glory in Chrift, neither is there any difference, as touching
life fpirituall, betwixt the freeman and the fervant, 1 for.
7. 22.
2 Becaufe
H3

,

.
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2» Becaufe there is the fame reward for fervants and free¬
men.

3. Becauic the fervile condition hath a proper occafion
and meanes to glorifie God,which other conditions have notj

like as other conditions have their occalions & meanes,which
the fervile hath not.
Vfe i. This may ferve to comfort us, in regard that no man
is excluded from having a part in this honour, that hath a part
in advancing the glory ofGod.
2. To exhort all, both fervants and all other forts of men,
to endeavour to promote Gods glory : forif fervants ought to
do this ;much more ought free mailers, and thofe that are in
any place ofdignity.
Do<5l. 2. Servants,to the end that they tray glorifie Cjedin
their fervile condition , mtefl hefubjett to their Mafters veithall

feare.
Reafen

i. ifecaufe (ubjeftion toanothermans will is pro¬
perly thatwhcrein fervice confifts ;and therefore all they that
are bound as fervants, are bound to fubje&ion.
2. becaufe the lubjeff ion ofafervant is luch , thatitdoth
neceffarrly command a feare to difpleafe, not only in that refpedf, becaufe in every duty, both towards God and man, we
(hould feare to offend by doing amifle , but alfo in refpeff of
that lingular power, which mailers have to punifh their fer¬
vants. This is that feare, which we ufaally call fervile, which
is not to be difliked in fervants, though in the children of
God there be another feare required over and above, which
arifetb from love.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh, firlf, Servants and fubnot to feparatc feare from lubjedlion. Secondly, all rneii
to fnbjettthemfelvestoGcd with all feare, as itbecommeth
fervants.
J
. ., .
3. We ought to performe our dntj, even unto vcichj)
ÿ

men and froyeard.

This is gathered from the iS Verfe.
1. TJecanfe the ground of our duty doth not eonlift in the goodnefle or naughtinelfe of men, but in that obli¬
gation which thelaw of God impofethuponus, which may
conlill with che naughtineffe of mer*.
?. Becaufe
Renfort
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a. 'Sccaufc in performing this duty, wee ferve God and
Chrift, and Ihallreceive a reward from him, Ephef. 6.5,6,7,8.
Vfe. This may terve to reprove thofe, that dirett their du¬
ties according to the perfone of the men with whom they
have to doe.

Do#. 4. We ought- to doe our dutyfor confeience toward

god, though we are wrongfully afflittcd by men.

'

•

r

>/ i ... nU
This is gathered from Verfe 19/
confcience
Sccaufe
alwayes
lookes
to
the judge.
1.
Reafon
ment of God and not to the qualities and judgements oi men.
2. Beeaufc the confcience is by this raeanes coniiant, im¬
mutable, and alwayes like it iclfe, howfocver mens judge¬
ments may alter.
Vfe. This may iervetodireftusiriallourafthnstohavea
fpcciall relpe# to the confcience.
Doft. 5- It is thank-worthy, and wefallreceivegloryfrom
and not ftflly.
Godff weftfer wrongfully, the
This is gathered from
19 and 2 o verfcs.
Reafon. 1. Becaufe this is proper and peculiar teChriftians,
as is thelove of our enemies, Matth 5.44,45.
2. "Sccaufe by this meanes We give greac glory unto God,
when we fuffer the bictereft things out of confcience toward
ÿ

him.

Vfe.

1

This may lerve toexhortus, cheerefully tp let our

{elves to the performing of thefc duties.
Do#. 6. The calling of (fbrtflians doth in afpeciall man¬
ner lead to the patientftjfering ofafjliElions.
This is gathered from the 21 verfe, at the beginning.

Reafon x. 2?ecaule they are called unto glory by the en¬
during of all kindes of affliftions, as by the way that leadeth
thereunto, cap.5.verfc 10.
2. Becaufc they are called to overcome their enemies and
evill doers by well-doing, and ifit be poffible to winne them
thereby, Matth.5.44. Rom. 12.21.
3. {?ecaufe they arc called to imitate Chrift, asitisinthe
text.

.

1

Vfe 1. This may ferve to admoniftius, not to imitate or
follow the men of the world inthefe thing?, becaufe we have
another manner ofc&lliag.
2.

To
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To exhort us to have a great care that we make confci, becaufe it dothmod ncerely belong to our
calling.
Dodb 7. (fhrifts alliens are amoft perfect examplefor eur{
duty and calling.
This is gathered from Verfje 21.
Reafon 1 becaufe Ghrift is unto us an example given by
God,as it were the praxis of Divinity and rule of living well.
2. 7?ecaufe he hath no imperfeftion at all, fuch as may be
found inall mens examples.
3. Tccaufe the Spirit of Ghrift makes us to be conforma¬
ble unto hisim3ge.
Vfe. This may ferve to direft us, that beholding Chrift as it
were in a glaffe, we may be as it were changed into thcfame
image from glory to glory, 2 Cor.3. iS»
Doft. 8. The Chiefeft manner of imitating.Chrift in en¬
during afjliltions, confills inthis, that we commit our caufe unto
God.
This is gathered from verfe 23 ,at the end.
Reafon. Tecanfe this is the rule of patience in fuch cafes,
not to. revenge our felves , but to commit the whole bufincflc
unto the Lord, and to reft well contented and pleaftd in his
2.

eitce of this duty

.

Will.

rrj

Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh us,never to plcafeourown

carnall will, but to fubjcftour felves wholly to the good will
of God.
Doft. 9. Chrift by his death didnot only leave us anexam¬
ple of our lives, hut alfo expiated our ftnnes, andprocuredfor us
fuchpower, wherehy w: may imitate him in living well.
This is gathered from verfe 24.
Reafon 1 Becaufe after the fame manner are we reftored in
Chrift,as we were loft in tAdam, which was not by imitation
>
and example only, Rom. 5.
2. Becaufe Chrift ought to be a facrificc to pacific God
towards us, which is not done by example. ,
3. Becaufe an example would have nothing at all profited
thofethit were dead in finne and hated of God.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to refute the Socinians and others,
which feine that the redemption of Ghrift confifts in do&rine
and example only.
2. To

.
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2. To.direft us, alwayes to joynethefe two together, re¬
demption, and the example of Chrifl.
Do£t 10> Without (fhriftwe are nothing elfe butjbecpe
' &°'K& ofiray and lofi.
This is gathered from the laft verfe.
Reason. Becaufe upon him alone depends our falvation and
thedire<5lionofourlive.f. , , 0* ;!
<t
Vfc. This may ferve tojadmonifh.us,'poc,t.o leave Chrift lb
much as intheleafl thing, but to cleaye fafter and fafter, unto
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I. Likewife yeeiwivts be infubjeliicn tp your ewne hufbands,that ifany obey not the word*, they flips may without
J,
.theword be wanneby the converfation ofthe wives.
behold
While
with
they
Verfe 2.
y our'chafte converfation coupled

Verfe
i

feare :
Whofe adorning,let it not be that outward adorning of
plaiting the hatrei and of wearing ofgold,or ofputting on of

Verfe 3.

apparell.

.

:J

.

;

l

Verfe 4. But let it be the hidden man ofthe heartÿin that which
. ts not corruptible;, even the ornament ofa meeke and quiet
fpirit,which is inthefight of Godofgreat price.
Verfe 5. For after, this manner inthe oldtime the holy women
al[0 who trufiedin God\ adorned tbcwfelvesi being infubje
Hion unto their owne husbands.
Verfe 6. Even as Sara obeyed Abraham,calling him Lord, whofe
daughters )ce are as long as pee do wellÿ, and are net afraid
with,any amazement.
Verfe 7. Likewife pe husbands dwell with them according to the
knowledge ofGodÿgiving honour unto the wife, as unto the
weaker vejfe/l, and as being heires together of the grace of
life} thatyourprayers be not kindred,
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The Analyfo.

[Eiethe Apoftle inftrufts Wives and Husbands in

thole particular duties which belongunto their
eonjiigallfociety. And he lets downe the duty
of wives in the firil place, becaule that comes
nearelt unto thole duties which hee bad lately lp.>ken of,
'
namely, the duty of fabjfe&s towards their Magilh ates, and of

fervants towards their Mailers. For t hat which is here m gen°nll prefcribed usto wives, is their fubjeftion to their hus¬
bands, Verfe I. -8- i/ifnbjeBton toyourotvne husbands. Which
fubjc&ion he doth afterward; explaine by ccrtaincadjun&s
or properties, which do in a peculiar manner belong to the
fubje&ion of wives, and not to the fubjeft .onoffervants and
fiibje .Ts. Thefirft of thele properties is, conjugall feare,verf 2.
The fecbnd is chaftity of converfation, in the fame verle. The
third is, mcck'nefle and mildnefle, verfe 4. And he doth perilvade them unto this fubjeft ion together with the properties
thereof. 1. By an argument taken from the effe&s and fruit,
which by the grace ot God might follow thereupon,; for it is
a meanes tending to the conversion of their husbands, if they
obey not the Golpell, verfe 1. 2. He commends and illuftrates it by a comparifon which he makes betwixt that pious
lubjeftion, & that adorning which women ufe to make great
account of, Verfe 3,4. where he fliewes that outward adorning
Tb "be nothing worth in Godslighr. 3. Hee doth perfwade
them unto it by the example ot thole holy women which
God did approve of in old ririie, verfe 5. And in particular by
the example of Shray and fier obedience unto csdbrahamÿ veile
6. Of whole example he gives 'afpeciall reafon ; becauleas
Abraham was the father of all the faithfull,To Sara in Ionic
fort might be called the motherof all holy women. The du¬
ty of husbands hefets down 1, in generalI,in their husbandlike governement, which he cals a dwelling with their wives
according to knowledge, which knowledge and underftanding is the ground ofdireftion, and therefore is more required
in a man, then in a weman. 2. In the Ipeciall manner of this
governementjto wit, that it ihould be joy ned with the honour
v •
of

,
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of the wife, in bearing with her infirmities,, which he doth
perfwade them unto by an argumetit taken, 1. froth that fociety andequality which is betwixt the husband,and the vyife,
in refpe&of the grace of life, as it is here called. 2. Fromthe
great

difeommodity, which will follow upon thenegleft of

tliis duty, for by their domefticall differences and diflcnuons
theirdomefticall prayers alfoarc hindred, Verfe 7.
The Do&rinesarifing here-hence.

Do£t. I. There is the like duty offubjeQsÿfervantSjwivesÿ
and husbands.
This is gathered from that particle, Likewifeye wives', verfe
1. and Likewifeye husbands, verfe 7. Not, that there is the
fame kindeof duty in all thefc in allrefpe&s, but that there is
the fame kinde of obligation, whereby every one is bound to
doc his owne duty.
Rcafon 1. Becaufe it is the fame Law-giver andthefame
law that commands every man his duty.
2. Becaufe the difparity of the condition makes no difparity in the obligation, which is the formality of the duty; but
only in thofc things, to which the obligation binds us, which
is the materiality of the duty.
Vfe This may ferve to admonifh us not to cad offfrom
our felves thofc things which we either readc or heare to be
commanded men of another condition, but alwayes to confider, that cjuamvis non adftmilia,tamen fmiliter,though vsc are
not tyed to thelike duties, yet we are in thelike manner tycd
to our own duties :when fervants are commanded any thing,
then matters fhould think, that they likewife are commanded
fomcthing ; when wives are commanded any thing, then hufbands fhould think that they likewife ; and when husbands
are commanded any thing, then wives fhould think,that they
,
t .
likewife.
be
to
their
the
is
wives
to
husbands.
fubjeB
It
Dodf. 2
duty of
This is gathered from verfe r.See Colof. ÿ.lÿ.Ephef.ÿ.zi,
23,24.
Reafon 1. Becaufe the husband is the head of the wife,
Ephef.5.23:1 Cor,11.3.
2. Becaufe there can be no order kept in a family,except all
the reft be fubieS: to the father of the family.

.
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Vfe This may feive to reprove thofe wives that a' eundutifull and will noc be fubjeft ;and thofc husbands alfo, who
by their owne fault lofe this authority and dignity, and are
thcinfelvcs the caules that their owne power is lelfened and
11
diminished.
Dott. 3. The eenverfation of reivesfbould befitchÿ that it
fhouldwinne their husbands to approve ofthe true religion.
This is gathered from verfe 1.
Reafon 1. Bccaufe all (hould,as much as they can, co-ope¬
rate with God for the conyerlion of men. „
a. BeCaufe this generall Chriftian duty is in a (peciall man¬
ner determined and intended in refpeft of thofe, with whom
we have a neerer communion.
3. Becaule love,which doth in a lingular manner belong to
man and wife, requires that they fhould defire and feek for one.t *
another® greateft good.
which
lerve
to
in
This
wedlock lb
reprove
may
thofe,
Vfe.
live,that they have no care at all,either to advance Gods glo¬
ry, or to further their own falvatioh, in that ftate : and they
in e to be condemned much more , which lo carry themlclves
inthat ftate, that they doe morcand more alienate their htifbands from true religion and piety either touching the doftrine, or touching.the praftileofit. And ifthis belongs to
wives toward their husbands, much more will it belong to
husbands towardtheir wives.
Doff. <}• (fonpigall chajl'tty fhould bejoyrtedrvithf care.
This is gathered from verfe 2,
Reafoti. Becaule not only is impurity tobe Ihunned, but
alio alliufpicicmof impurity , or ofaminde inclining there-

.

J
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Vfe This may lerve to sdmoriiftl man and wifeÿ tolhtin
all tbole courles, that may any way be any blemifh to their
chaftity, though it bebut inIhew Or appearance.' :• •
2, To admonilh all Ghriftians, to prelerve their fpirituall
: r*
chaftity with Chrift.and God, with all (care.
Doff; 5* V is not theorttti'ardadorningjy 'but theinward}
thaewe floouldmake account of
r.o-'.r.
•
This is gathered front verfe -jy 4;
Rtafon r. Becaufe the outward adorning belongs to the
1.

'

vanity

firfl Epi(lle ofPeter.
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vanity of this world, but the inward is fp irituall life it felfc.
For Chrift and grace is called the inward adorning of the
heart or minde, becaufe it makes a man amiable and com¬
mends him in the light ofthofe which eftecme and prize it.
s. Becaufe only men look after the outward adorning, and
and thole none of the graver fort neither ; but God himfelfe
lookcs after the inward, as it is in verle 4.
3. becaufe the outward adorning is not durable, but the
inwardis incorruptible, as it is in verfe 4, which ts.net corrup¬
tible, and 2 ÿr.4.18.
Pp. This may ferveto admonifhus, every day more and
more to renounce this outward and worldly adorning,and to
looke to the inward and true adorning of the mind and foule.
Dofl. 6. jkfeckenejfe andmildeneffeoffpirit in women,as in
all others a/fo, is mi adorning that is precious in thefight of god.
This is gathered from verfe 4.
Reafon 1. -tfecaufe many filthy unbefeemingthings,which
arife from anger and perturbation of the minde, arc removed
by (bch a difpofition.
2. "Secaufe fuch a difpofition is very apt to pleafe, and all
men defire that others Ihould be well pleafcd with their be¬
>'
.1
haviour.
1.
aflfeft
This
ferve
a kind
which
to
may
refute
thole,
Vfe
ofglory and honour by their fiercenefle and impatiency.
2. To exhort us,not only for civility fake,but alfo for con¬
fidence toward God to endeavour to get fuch a difpofition.
Do<Sf. 7. Every manjhouldfeekefor examples of[uchverout
tues
ofScripture,and apply them unto himfelfe according to his
ewne proper condition.
For women have holy women propofed unto them for ex¬
amples, verfe 5. So have men holy men.
Doft, 8. In weighing ofexamples we fhould have the chiefefi regard to thofe.that, aremofi commended in Scripture
This is gathered from thofe words, Abraham Sara, andthe
like,verfe 6.
Do61. p. Then and not before are we the children offuch
holy ones,by a true imitation ofthem, when we dofo perffi inwell
doing, that no t err our or any other temptation it able to remove us
from this our purpofe andresolution.

.

'

,

.
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This is gathered from the 6. ver fe at the end. For this 13
propofed in Stira to be chiefly imitated by women, t hat out
of her duty, fhe followed tsibraham in all his journey, n©r
could any terrourkeepe her backDoft. 10. HusbandsJbould liktwife doe their duty, as well
as the wives doe theirs.

t his is gathered from verfe 7.
Reaf. 1. Becaufe there is the fame obligation of Gods
law on both fides.
2. Becaufe there is a mutuall relation betwixt thefe duties,
that one doth neceflarily require the other.
3. Becaufe the duty of husbands to their wives, and of
wives to their husbands is almoft the fame, but that the wife
is to doe her part with fubje&ion, and it is the husbands part
to rule.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifb tu,not rigidly to exaft the
duty of others, and in the meane time to negleft our owne.
Doft. II. ft belongs unto men to exce/i in knowledge and

understanding.

This is gathered from thofe words :according to knowledge.
ReaJ. 1. Becaufe by nature they have a kind of perfeftion
above women in thofe things which belong unto know¬
ledge, whereupon the woman is in this place called the wea¬
ker veflell.''
a. Becaufe by their duty they fhould be the heads of their

wives, to dircft and governe them.
3. Becaufe they have greater meanes to gaine knowledge ;
for as it is not lawfull for women to fpeake in the Church j
fo neither have they any thing to doe in other exercifes,
whereby mens wits are ripened.
Vfe. This may ferve to reprove thofe men, that either
through drunkennefle, or floth, or the negleft . of divine
things, or through too much care ofearthly things, doe not
only come behind women, but children alfo in found know¬
ledge and underftanding.
Doft. 12. It is the husbands part to be mecke unto their •
reives, andnot to put them infeare.
Reaf. 1 Becaufe they are not fervants, but companions. &9M

.

2.

2>e.>*l(p

,
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2.

Becaufe their conjugall love fhould fhew it felfe in all

ftich duties.
Vfc. This may hrvtto admanifb as well husbands as wives
to beware of harfhnefle and bitternefle.
Doff. 13. That duty which we owe unto all the coheires of
grace and life elemail3 fhould direB andgoverne our particular
duties towards ourfttperiours,inferlours and cattails.
Reaf. 1. Becaufethatisthe principall duty • to which all
the reft are fubordinate.
1. Becaufe that love doth Virtually at leaft containe in it all
'
I
vermes.
*
the
the
dignity
which redounds from relation
3. Becaufe
to grace and eternall life, makes all thofe that are partakers of
that grace, in fome fort equal!, and therefore reftraines con¬
tempt, oppofition, and all kinds of injuries.
Vfc. This may ferve to direft us in all parts of our converfation with Chriftian men, to have chieferegard to this duty*
Doft- 14 <tAtt our converfationÿ as well in publiqueas in
private,fhouldbefo ordered,that itfl/ould not hinder, but rather
further our Prayers.
This is gathered from the lad wordsJ.
Reaf. Becaufe otherwife we fhould wrong God himfelfe, in violating his honour.
2. Becaufe we (hould diminilh atleaft our greateft comfort*
which depends upon our prayers.
Ffe, This may ferve toadmonifb tu, to take heed therefore,
not only of the grolTer fort of fins, but alio of contentions,
injuries, perturbations, and all thofe vanities, by which we
arc made unfit to call upon the name of God aright.

Verfe 8. Finallyÿ be ye allof one mindÿ having compaffien one of
another,love as brethren,be pittifull, be courteous
V. 9. Not rendring evillfor evill, or railingfor railing :but con
trarivoife bleffng,knowing thatye are thereunto called,that
ye fhouldinherit a bleffng.

.
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Epifrle ofPeter.
i

HTHe Apoftledoth in thefe two verfes briefely comprehend
thofe duties, which belong unto all foits ofiiien. For
becaufeic would.be too long particularly to aefcribe all the
particular vermes, nor can there be luch a dq£b ine delivered,
that Ihould direT * every particular man in his ducy, * fingules
qua ftngulosi as fitch a particular man, as before it was delive¬
red touching maftersand fervants, wives and husbands, there¬
fore he doth here commcnd (ome generall duties unto.all,
from which all particular ones will eafily follow. And the
firft of chefe is Concord. 2. Mutuall fympathy. 3. Bro¬
therly love. 4. Pitty. 5. Courteoufnefie. 6. Chriftian Pa¬
tience, whereby we doc not only forbeare to curfe thofe that
curfe us, but alfo blcfle them ;ofwhich laft duty, as being the
difficulteft of all,he gives a fpeciall reafon,which is taken from
the end of our calling, whereby we come to the pofieffion of
all bUffings, and as much as in us lyes, ought we to commu¬
nicate it unto others.
The DotSlrines arifing herehencei
Doff. 1.Concord is a vertue, which all Chrifiiatts [hottld
,
, .
mightily labourfor.
R"af. i. Becaufe Gpd hath endued all thole, that are truly
faithful!, with one and the lame Spirit, and therefore with
one heart as it were. For they have received a nevy.heartof
'
one and the lame making and nature.
2. Becaufe they propofe unto themfelves one and the fame
end,and they Ihould goe one andthe feme way untothat end.
3. Becaufeifthere be any difference in other things, "which
doe not belongunto that way, they are not fogreat, as that
they Ihould caufe anydifeord : For there may be fome dif¬
ference of opinions in many things without any d:fcord or >
alienation of mens minds. And ifthere be fome difference about thofe things, which doe belongunto that way, a bearing
one with another, when they doe both earneftly defirc the
truth, will preferve concord fafc and found betwixt thofe

which
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which are true Chriflians, according to that ofthe Apoftle
/ ' 'Philip. 3 . 15. i6t
Vfe. This may (crve to reprove chofe, which for light caufes
are eftranged from their brethren, and turncthcfmalleftdifÿi
ference, even the lead controVerfie into difcord. And how hiar!r
ny are guilty of this fault,and how clofelyic flicks nntoithein,
may evidently appeare by this, that they cannotlay afide their
anger and hatred, no not for Gods fake, for Ghrift fake, and
their owne falvation fake. And this we may fee in too toomany, when theyforbeare tocomctothe Lords Supper by
reafon of thofe contentions, which they maintaine betwixt
themfelves and their neighbours ; for they doe thereby fhew
that they cannot pray unto God to forgive them their tre£
pafles, as they forgive others that trefpafleagainft them, and
therefore they feeme to love difcord more then God himfelte,
and their ownefalvation.
Dotfl. 2 . There fhould he a fympathy betwixt Chrifiia/tf,
By which word is fignified not onlyafellow-feeiingofone
arothers troubles, but alio of one anothers good, 1 Cor *
It.26.

i
tteaf. r. 2?ecaufe they are members of one body, and all
themembers lookc unto the good of the whole.
7. Becaufe the evill or good of one member, doth in fome
fort redound unto the reft ofthe members, by that neere uni¬

on and communion, which is betwixt them.
3. Becaufe the confent and concord of their wills com¬
mands this, that whereofone doth rejoyce or grieve, the other alfo fhould repyce and gi ieve.
Vfe. This may ferve to reprove ihxt. Stoical! hardnefle,which
hath taken hold of mens minds, whereby it comes topafle
that they are no way fenfible ofthe condition of others.
Doft. 3. 'Brotherly love is moreover treat ly to he emhra
cedpvfhich unto concord and Sympathy addes a wll alfo andendea¬

-

vour to doe ÿoodunto others as unto our brethren.
Reof. 1 Becaufewe are brethren.
2. 'Secattfeloveisthe charafter of Chriftian brotherhood.

3, becaufe love is the bond ofperfeftion and themeanes
of Chriltian edification.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us to the exercifc of this grace.
K
Doa.*

.

73

A Commentary upon the firji Eprjlle of Peter.
Doiff. ÿ.To our love we fhortldjoj n* mercyÿ nbicb lookes on¬
ly unto the goodthat is to be done.
thismeanesmademoftmaReaf. I. Becaufetrueloveisby
(hewed
thoft
is
unto
which cannot give us i
nifeft, when it

thankes.
2. Becanfe in this we doe imit.te our heavenly father,
who isthe Father of mercies.

3. Becatife the fame benefit is greater, when it is bellowed

upon one that is Inmifery, then when it is befiowed upon another.
Vfe. This may ferve to reprove thofe, which feeme to love
fuchmen only, from whom they may expett fomething.
D.(St. 5. Together with our love and mercy wefloouldjoyne

conrteoufnefc.

Rett/. 1. Becaule true love and mercy proceeding from the
enlargement of the heart, fits and difpofeth the whole man
>
.. .
t
for the doing of good.
z. *Z?ecaule a benefit bellowed in a rough and harfh man¬
ner, doth in fome fort ceafe to be a benefit. .. .
Vfe. This may ferve to admonijbusÿ more and more to lay a-;;
fide all leverity, and to- have .a: care to beaudfie that good
which we doe, in the manner ofdoing it.
Do'ct. 6. ChrijliansJbeuldfiot render evillfr evilly or rai¬
ling for railing.
Tf his is gathered out of the 9. v.erfe. So Rom. 12. 17. and
1.,,
M-atth.ÿ. 39* j.' tn
.. •)
1,.
the
or
railing
Becaufc
ofanother, doth
ill-doing
Reaf.
not loole the bond, or take away theduty of our lour.
2. Becaufe this is to be overcome of evill. Rom. 12.21.
3. 3ccaule this derogates from Gods fidelity, arid takes
that, which belongs unto him,out of his hands, Rom. 12, ip.•

'
Trev. 22.23.0.,,
•*.;
to
men, that arceafily
thofe
This
may fcrve reprove
Vfe.

provoked, and when they are provoked by any injury, thinke

that they may doe any tiring, and lo give thcmlelvesliberty
all kind of revenge, : and that they doe not this
ftom the hatred of linne, but from too much love ofthem(elves, it doth fufficienrly appcare by this, that when more
hafnous and grievous offences are committed sgainftGod,
and
to exercife

__
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, and the fame wrongs done unto others; they can hearcitand
behold it,and never be troubled at it.
Doft. 7.Ft is the duty offhriftians to blejfe tbofethat curft
ÿ

'
ii >\ .
and wrong them.
'•
£
from
the 9. v. at the middle. So Matth. 5.
is
This gathered
; ,
.
44. and Rom. 12. 14.
and
-2?ecaufelove
1.
doth
mercy
a
in
fpeciall
manner
Rtaf.
require this duty of thofe, which by fuch like finnss make
w.jsbe,.- ! a
•
thcmfelves obnoxious unto curfirig.
2. "Secaufe we fhould overcome evill with good Rom.

.

12.21'

•

'
3. Z?ecaufcwe fhould imitate our heavenly Father. Matth,
'
v, ,'j -J
j;.i b
*
5-45exhort
to
us
to
ferve
ufc
may
This
our
felvcs unto this
Vfc.

_

perfe&ion.

-

1

'

''

1

.

>

ÿ

|

Do&. 8. The remembrance ofem callings that it tends un¬
bleffingÿfhouldfiir us up to b/effe others.
This is gathered from v. 9. at the latter end.
Reaf. 1. Becaufe that which we have freely received from
the blefling of God9 we fhould, as much as in us lies, freely
and liberally give. Matth. 10. 8.
2. B;caufe by this meanes we exercife and perfe& our owne
to

_

calling.
(hew forth and advance the
3 Becaufe by this meanes we
glory of God, that beftowed this benefitupon us.
Vfe. Thismay fervefor direSlion3\ety often to meditate up¬
on our calling, and that to this end, that we may be made
the more ready and fit for Chriftian duties.

.

<

ÿ

(*l

.

_•

'

: ui i : .

For he that will I
eve life3 andfeegood dayes, let him
refraine his tongue from evilly andhit lips that theyfpeake

Verfe.

10.

no guile 1
H, Let hint

efchew evill. anddoegoody let himfeeke peace
it'
,
:
andenfue
Verfe. For the eyes ofthe Lordare fet over the righteous, andhii
eares are open untotheir prayers :dbutthcfacc of theLordii
againft them that doe evill•

Verfe.
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.

,the Apoftle
by the teftimony of
thefe three
IN
place,
Scripture, that which had fpoken the
inherit bleffing. In which
wit, that Godly
verfes

he

men (hall

proves
in

a

laft

to

tefti¬

mony there isinthefirft place the blefting (etdowne, which
all defire, He that will love lifeÿ andfee gooddajes. 2. The pie¬
ty of thofe, to whom this bleffing is promifed, is fynecdochically declared by a diftributionofthe fubjefts, as it is in the
fpeech, v. lo. or in the deeds and converfation of life v. ir.
3. The connexion of the blefling, with this piety is confir¬
med by the mod powerfull caufe thereof, namely, the provi¬
dence of God, watching over the Godly for their good,ver(e
12. at the beginning. Which isilluftrated by a contrary effe& of the fame providence toward thofe chat doe eyill,namely,that he watcheth over thofe alwayes for evills, v. 12. at tha

end.

TheDo&rines arifing herehence.
Doft. I. It is common unto all men, infomefort to defire
hlejfmg and happinejfr*
For therefore doth he in this place, u(e a common argu¬
ment to ftirre up all to the praflicc of piety.
Reaf.1.Becaufe * omnia appetunt bonum,all things defire their
own good & in (bme fort too that which they apprehend as
f smmum bonum,the chiefeft good.
2. Becaufe all nature tends unto its owne perfeftion, and
this perfe&ion is happinefle.
3. Becaufe the nature of happinefle is (ach, that ifthe undei Handing doth in any manner comprehend it,the will can¬
not but In (ome meafure defire it, becaufe it is in all refpefts
defireable ;
Vfe. 1. Let us not therefore reft contented witha confu«
fed defire of happinefle, but endeavour and labour to ftirre up
and to increafe in ourfelves the true., genuine and effe&uall de¬
fire thereof.
2. For direQion, not to corrupt this defire that is appro¬
ved of God, or to choake it with worldly defires, but to goe
forward and increafe it daily according to that rule, which is
given unto us from God.
Dott. 2.

,
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Doft 2. True andf olid piety is the only way to attaint unto
the/e hi?flings

;
'

. .

Reaf, 1 Becaufe God hath promifed it to the Godly alone.
2« Becaufe piety in its owne nature leadeth to God, and
joy ne3 us with God, who is the fountaine of all good.
3. Becaufe piety it felfe hath that perfeftion joyned with it,
namely, peace of confcience and found confolation, which is
a great part of happineffe.
Vfc, 1. This may ferve r» convince thofe of folly and madnefle, that would be happy, but will not be Godly.
a. To direftus, to kindle in our hearts an earned endea- *
vour to be godly by the expeftation ofthis happinefle, and to
gaine unto our lelves an aflurance of it.
Doft. 3. The providence of Cjodalone, makesfor thefurthe¬
rance of this piety,and the confirmation ofthis happineffe,
This is gathered from v. 12.
God by his providence doth fulfill and
Becaufe
Reaf. 1.
perfe&all hispromifes.
2. Becaufe thefamc providence lookes over and takes care
for the particular neceffities of the Godly.
3; Becaufe he takes fpeciall notice of all their defiresand
prayers, as it is in the text.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us, to build up our felves ina. .
true and lively faith of this providence.

Verfe. 13. Andwho is he that will harmeyou, ifye befollowers of
that which is Good ?
Verfe. 14. Butandifye fuffer any thingfor. righteoufneffefake,
happy are ye, and be not afraid oftheir terrour, neither be
'

troubled,

Verfe. X 5* Rut fantfifie the Lord God inyour hearts,and bee
ready alwayes to give ananfwer to every man that asketh
youareafonof the hope that is inyou, with meektnejfe and

ftare, havingagoodconfcience :

Verfe. 16• That whereas they fpeake evill ofyou, as of evilldoers,
they may be afhamedthat falfely accufeyour good converfatton in

Qhrift.
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The Analyfis,

Hat which the Apoftle had before propofed concerning
"J the
praftifc of piety , he doth there perfwadethenfunto

by an argument taken , I.from the effeft thereof, that by this
meanes men arc freed and delivered from thofe harmes,which
the wicked feek occafioijto bring upon them, v. 13. 2. From
the happineflfc adjoyned, becaufe no affli&ions that are dif¬
fered for righteoufnefle and godlinefle fake , are able to ex¬
clude that, verfe 14. at the beginning. 3. He fhewes the right
manner of undergoing afflidlions , fo that happincfle may
follow thereupon, which confifts 1. in the laying afideof
that feare and perturbation ,which uftially mensmindesaie
troubled with in their alflidfions, in thefe words, benot afraid
of their terrour. 2. In that confidence and rclyanceofour
hearts upon God,whereby his name is landlified, and by vertue whereof that immoderate feare may belaidafide. And
this confidence is fee forth by its proper effedf, which confifts
in couragious and ready confeffion of the faith j of which
confelfion he lets downe two properties, namely, meekencfe
and feare or reverence, and moreover he fhewes the helping
and prefervingcaufe thereof, namely, a goodconfciencc, and
the effe& alio which it will worke in others, verfe 16. to wif,
that it will make their enemies withfhameto leave offtheir
fpeaking evill of them.
I?ut here-hence ariftth a queftion.
Queft. How can this be made good, which the Apoftle
faith, that no man fliall harme the godly ? Verfe 13.
Anfreer i. 2?ecaufe the nature of godlinefle and goodnefle
tends thereunto, to winne the minds of all men and to take
cfifall ill-will.
2. Becaufe often times alfo it hath this effeft, thattaking
away all pretence andoccafion of unrighteoulnefle, it doth
in fome meafure mollifie the enemies minds, except they be
quite and cleane favage and furicufly mad.
3. Becaufe r.emo propric Uditnr niji a feipfo ,no body is pro¬
perly hurt but by himfelfeand his own faultjhe therefore that
cfcheweth evilland doeth good, cannot properly be laid to
be
<. -1

,
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foe hurt by others, though they do earneftly deflre andendea/v our to do it«
The Doftrines ariling herehence.
Doft. I. Chrijlians Jhould he emulators and followers of
• i
that which is good.
.
This is gathered from verfe 13,
r
Reafon i. 2?ecaufcthey are called to the imitation of Gods
goodnefie :' Re ye holy as J am holy : heye per/eft asyour Father

-

is

perfeff.

2. Becaule they are begotten agaiijuntothejnÿgp of God,
and Ihould daily naore and more be fafhioned thereunto.
3. 'Z-ecau(e there is nothing belides that is worthy of our
ferious imitation.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort lis,tolift up our mindes, and
betake our felves to this holy and divine emulation. ,ÿ
Doft. 2 They that are followers of that which isgoodare
J
free from harme.
,
This is gathered from verfe 13. .
who
can
?
he
be
us
1
2?ecaufe
us,
ifCjod
againfl
Reafon
for
i.'Becaufe wicked mens minds alfo are oftentimes overcome
by the goodnefTe of the good : as Sfau was moved by the obfequioufiiefTe of/tftW'. . • »«-. ;ÿ i
3. .Becaule the greateft good cannot be taken away from
thofe that labour for true godlinefle.
Vfe. This may ferve to comfort us againft all dangers which
may befall us by following that which.is good.
Doft. 3. To fuffer affliftions for righteouftteffcfake doth

.

not

.

hinder, hutfurther our happinejfe.

This is gathered from Verfe 14. So Matth. 10.
R.eafon i.Becaufe fuchaffliftions make us conformable unto
Chrift inthe fellowlhipof his fafferings, Pbil.3,10.
2. Becaule it is a lingular part of that obedience and holinefle, which tends unto happincfic.
3. . Becaule God hath promiled bountifully to reward it.
Vfe. This may ferve to comfort us, againft all the evils
which miy befall us for righteoufnefle fake and a good confcience.

Doft. 4. We mnft lay afide thefare ofalldangers where
with our mindmay be troubled.

-

This

o3

•

.
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This is g ithered from the fame vei fe at the end.
Reafon i, Becaufe luch ieare is contrary unto faith and a
lure confidence.
2. Becaufeit hath no other ufe, but to hinder us in doing of
our duty.
3. Becaufe it is contrary to the honour of God and the
Worthinefie of a goodcaufe.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh us. not to give place to
fucb publlanimity and faint-heartedncfle.
Doft. 5. We fhouldftrengthen our heArts againfi allfeare}
by putting our truft in Cjoi.
Reafon 1. Becaufe there is nothing elfe whereby we can
overcome all feares and terrours.
2. BecaufcGod hath taken this upon himfelfe, and com¬
manded us to commit our caufe unto him.
3. Becaufe by this truft and confidence God is made the
ftrength ofour loules.
Vj<. This may ferve to exhort us, truly to put our truft in

God.
Doft. 6. By this truft and confidence wefaxtlifie Godin our
hearts.
This is gathered from verfe 1?.
Reafon i. Becaufe thereby we acknowledge him to be a
holy God, that is, a God of perfeft power, mercy, truth and
fidelity.
j. Becaufe by the effeftuall acknowledgementÿ this holineffc we give unto him that glory which is due unto his name
from our hearts.
3, becaufe thereby we advance his glory amongft otherss
as well in our aftions as in our piofelfions.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us,wholly to rely upon him.
Doft. 7. We fhould fanElife Godnot only in our hearts , but
with our mouths alfo5 andin our profeffort.
This is gathered from thefe words :Be reaiy ahvajes togive
an anfwer. So Rom. 10.10.

?\.eafou 1. Becaufe wefhouldglorifieGodnotonlyinour
fpirit, but in our body alfo, 1 Co?.6.2<j.
•* 2. Becaufe we lhould advance Gods glory,not only in our
felves, but amongft others alfo.
3. Becaufe

A COmthehlXtf ifydn ihefbjl Epiftlc

ofPeter,

Becaufe out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
fpeakech : we cannot therefore fan&ifie God with all our
heart, unlefle we are ready to do the fame likewifewith our

.month.

Vfe r. This may ferve to reprove thofe,which bo3ft of the
fincerity of their heart, and in the tneane time take no care for
the holinefTe of their heart and word?.
2. To exhort us to prepare our ft Ives for this duty, pphef.
4. 2 p.
Doff. 8. All Cbriftiansjhould be ready not only to profeffe
the truth,but- alfo to give agoodreafon oftheir prsfeffion.
This is gathered from thefe words :to give an anfwerto eve¬
ry man that askethyou a reafonofthe hope that is inyou. And this
isnottobeunderftoodof all truth, but of the truth of religi¬
on ;nor of all thefe things neither,which do any way pertain
unto religion,but of the very fiibftance of faith, hope, and re¬
ligion, as it is in the text : a reafon of the hope that is inycu :
nor is it either a naturall reafon that is required, or fuch a
kinde of reafon that may flop the mouths of every gainfayerj
for this all are not able to do, nor doth it belongunto all j but
forne fure ground out of Gods word, whereupon our faith
and hope (hould be built and ftrengthened agaioli all kinde of
Now here arifeth a queftion.
temptations.
Whether
fuch a reafon is to be given to every one
Quell.
that asketh, or no ?
Anfw. No not abfolutely to every one, becaufewearenot
to give it toDogs and Swine, (that is, to uncleane perfons)
without a neccfTary caufe, but to every one that asketh us, fb
that our profeffion or anfwet may probably at lead turn to the
glory of God,as it is in the text, to.fanUife God.
Vfe. This may fervc to exhort us, 1 ferioufly to ftudy our
religion,to underftand the grounds thereof. ÿ Freely and ingenioufly to declare and defend it upon a good occafion.
Doth 9. Our profeffion of religionfijouldbe with tsuekenefe
in refpefl'ofmen> ana tvithfeare in refpeU of God.
Reafor. Becaufe by meekenefle we do good amongft men,
and the feare ofGod will ftirrc us up to do our duty,and keep
us within the bounds and limits thereof.
Vfe. This may ferve to reprove thofe, which keepe no me;fure in their words and aftions.
DoS:.
L
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Doft. 10. A good confcience is very necefiwy as well in the
profejfon ofhis religion
fanElification of Gods name% as in the
That is,a confidence bearing us witnefie, both of the grace
of God towards us in Chrift, and of the fmcere defire and en¬
t

deavour of our hearts to pleafe God in all things.
Reafon i. Bccaufe without fuch a confidence, our faith,
confidence, fortitude, and liberty* doth languish and decay.
2. Bccaufe fuch a confcience freeth us from all that bur«
then, wherewith otherwife we fhould be oppreffed, and terri¬
fied, and affrighted from doing our duty.
3. Bccaufe It flirreth us up to all the duties of piety ; for
without the care of performing them, a good confcience can
afford us no comfort.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us to have a care ofour con¬
fcience, to ktepe it pure before God and men.
The 17 verfe is all one with the 20 verfe of the 2 chapter.

Verfe 17. For it is better, if the vpill of God beJo, thatyeftijfer
for well-doing, thenfor evill-doing.
Verfe lB. For Chriji alfo hath once bufferedforfnnes , thejujl
for the unjuft, that he might bringus to God, being put to
death in theflejh,but eyuicknedby the Spirit
Verfe 19. By which alfo he went, andpreachedunto the Spirits

.

in prifon.

Verfe

2 0,

Which fcmetimes

were

difobedient ,when

once

the

long-fujfering of Cjod waitedin the dayes ofNoah, while the
Arkt was a preparing ;whereinfew (that is, eightJfoules
were faved by water.
;
Verfe 21. The likefigure whereunto, even baptifme , doth alfo
nowfave us,(not the putting away ofthe filth ofthefle{h,but
the anfwer ofa good confcience toward God) by the refurre

-

llion oflefus
Verfe 22. Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right handof

,

God tAngels, and authorities, andpowers, being wadefubjehl unto him..
The

j
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The Analyfis.
ofthe chapter, the Apoftle urgeth that exhorta¬
this
IN
tion which he had before propofed concerning endea¬
thole that wrong And this
vour do well,
part

an

even unto

us.
he
doth perfwade them unto, 1, by a companion which he
to

makes betwixt thofe which luffer for evill doing .• which
comparifon although it may leeme to be of a greater or leffer
good, when it is laid, It is better to fnjferfor well doing, yet it
is indeed a diflimilittide, which is intimated by this f<siW/e ex¬
tenuation, as appeares by the 19 and 20 verle of the iecond
chapter. For it is thank-worthy and it will turne to our glo¬
ry,if we fuffer for well-doing j not fo, ifit be for evill doing.
2, He confirmes this by the example of Chrift, verfei8.who
though he did moll juftly, yet fuffered unjuftly ;which ex¬
ample he fhewes to be of great force , by the end of his luffering; becaufe therefore he fuffered, that he might bring us
the fame way unto God ; which that he doth now effe&ually
doe, he Ihewes by the caule thereof, to wit, life and glory,
which he affumed unto himfelfe by his divine Spirit after his
fuffering. And to Ihewthat that effeft, namely, the bringing
of men unto God, doth proceed from this caufe, to wit, the
Spirit of Chrift, the Apoftle makes a comparifon of the like,
betwixt thole things which the Spirit of Chrift did hereto¬
fore in the dayes of Noah ,and thole things which he doth
now fincc the comming of Chrift in the flelh. Heretofore he
preached the way of falvation, and patiently waited for the
performance of obedience, upon the difobedicnt he infli&cd
condigne punifhment, and a few that were obedient he faved
in the Arke : fo now alio he preacheth the way of falvation,
he waits for obedience, and by Baptilme, as it were a figure
like unto the old Arke, he faves thole that are obedient and
have a good confidencebefore God, and that by the glorious
life and power which he hath in heaven fincc the time of his
refiirredion, verle 21, 22. All which things tend hereunto,
that we (hould hold faft a good confcience, even when we are
evill intreated ;becaufe it is better as he laid before, verle 17.
and hath now fhewed as well by the example of Chrift, as by
his
L 2
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his effe&uall difpeofation throughout all agts,as it is, verfi 8,
19. ofwhich we may fcetnore,ifwelook hack tochap.2,ver.
<
2 1. to the end. All the other things alrnoft are explained in
the anfwer loTSeHarmine, about Chi ids defending into hell.
The Do&uncs ariiing here-hence:
Dott. I. Iiwas the Spirit of fhrift, which preached here¬
tofore from the beginning of the world by the Prophets and men ofGod, before t hat he appearedin thcflcjh.
T his is gathered from verfe i9.
Reafcn r. Becaufe the per (on o* Chrift was the fame from
everhfting in the unity of the Divine Efience, fo that whatfoevcr the Spirit of God did, that alfo may the Spirit of Chrilf
be truly hid to have done.
2. Becaufe Ghrift was the Mediator of mankinde from the
beginning of the world, in vertue and force :therefore whatfoever the Spirit did-, which belonged to the furtheranceof
the Churches fafety, all that he did by vertueofClmfts me¬
diation, and that no leffe then fincc his corrming in the flefti.
. ZJfe i. This may ferve to inftruftusin the truth of Chrifts
divine nature.
2. To comfort us and (IrengtHen our faith,in that we have
the fame Teacher, which inftru&ed the Church from the be¬
ginning of the worldj'and brought ittofalvation 5 and con¬
sequently we imbrace the fame religion, as touching the fub»
ftancc-of iqthat all the faithful! imbraccd from the beginning
ot the world.
3. To admonifh ys, never to rejefl; or make light account'
of thofe things which are preached unto lis out of Gods
word, becaufe it is the Spirit of Chriff,which preachethunto
us thofe things, like as he preached unto others from the be¬
ginning of the world.
Doff. 2. Thej which donct obey the preaching ofChrifts
Spirit, wilfully bring upon themft Ives everlafting damnation,
This is gathered from verfe 19 20.
P.eafon J. 2?ecaufe in negkfting the preaching of the Go-fpell, they negleft' and refufe the only meanes that can keepe
them from damnationj and bring them unto falvation.
2. Becaufe they- doe greatly dilhoncur Chriff and hir
•

ÿ

Spirit.

Vft.

j

'
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Vfc. This may ferve to admohifhus, alwaycs, when we
come to the hearing of Gods word, to endeavour to have circumcifcd eares and hearts, ready and willing to yeeld all obe¬

firft

!

dience thereunto.
Doft. 3- God ufeth muchpatience andlong-fnfferingtowards
J
.i
the difobedient.'
This is gathered from verfe 20.Reafon 1. Becaufe by this meanes Gods clemency and
j

mercy is manifelied.

Becaufe by this patience ofGod all are invited,and ma¬
are
ny drawne unto the obedience of faith.
2.

3. Becaufe this patience makes thofe that are flubbornely
difobedient altogether inexcufable,and fb juftifies God in his
juft judgements.
Vje 1. This may ferve to diredt us, to give the glory of
this patience unto God, when weieefinnerstogounpunifhedfora time.
a. To admonifh us not to abufe this patience ofGod, but
to make it a meanes for the amendment of our lives 3 and our
own falvation, Rom.2.4.

Do<5h 4. Jathe deftruPlionofthe difobedient , God bath a
fpeciall eye over thefaithfully tofave themfrom the deflruUion,
This is gathered from verfe 2 0.
Rcafon 1 Becaufe he difpoftth his judgements according
to his certaine and perfeft counfell, not raflily or confufedly,
therefore he paifeth-over whom he pleafeth.
2. Becaufe ther punifhments of finne fhould not fall alike '
upon the godly and wicked, for then he would not be a juft
difpofer of them.
3. Becaufe it (lands upon Gods glory to lave thofe that flye
unto him, as he promrfed them in his covenant.
Vfr. This may ferve to comfort us, in the time of publick
calamities, wherein God revengeth the wickednefleofmen.
Doft. 5. Cjod doth often times preferve thofe that are his,
partly by the fame meanes rvherby he deftroyetb others.
For ic is faid that the Arke faved Noah and thofe (even fouls
in the waters and by the waters.The fame water that drown¬
ed others, by lifting up the Arke on high, was the meanes of
their preservation. So leremy was delivered by the Babyloni¬
ans ,by whom the Iewes were opprefied.
Reafon

.

'
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Reafon. Becaufe God can ufe the fame inftrument toproduce divers and contrary effe&s, and when he doth this, his \
glory istfie more manifefted; becaufe thereby it appeares that
the effeft doth not depend upon the inftrument but upon
God nor doth this come to paflc raftily, or by chance, but is
ordered and direftcd by Gods certaine connfell.
Vfe. This may ferve,to direft us, in the time of danger not
to looke fb much upon the meanes which God ufeth, as to
depend upon Godhimfelfc, who can turne any meanes unto
the good ot thofe that arc his.
Doft. 6. "Baptifine is finch a meanes ofourfpirituallfalvation y m the water of the food together with the tsfrke,
was heretofore of the corpora/lfaftty of Noahandhisfamily.
This is gathered from verfe si. It is called the Antitype
of that water,not becaufe the water was the type of Baptifine,
and Baptifine the exemplar of it, but becaufe there is a typicall reprefentative fimilitude betwixt thefe two waters. And
the fimilitude confifts herein, that as the water of the flood
lifted up the Arke and faved Noah and his family in the deftru&iora of the reft, fo baptifine ftrengthning our faith, and
lifting up our foules unto God reconciled in Chiift, favesus
in the mortification of our finnes.
Reafon. Becaufe it is Gods inftitution.
Vfe i. This may ferve to reprove thofe, which make little
efteemc of baptifine.
2. Todireftus, to feeke this right and proper ufe ofbap¬
tifine together with it and by it, and to apply it unto our
felves to our comfort.
Doff. 7. The outward baptifine doth not fave ns of itfelfey
but the inward.
This is gathered from verfe si. Not the puttingaway of
thefilth of the fiejb, but the anfwer ofagoodconfidence.
Reafon 1. Becaufe outward baptifine is common to the
hypocrites as well as to the fai thfull.
2. becaufe it comes not unto the foule.
3. Becaufe it hath no faving power in it felfe.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh us, not to put too much
truft and confidence in the outward Sacraments, ortorelye
thereupon,that wc are baptized and partake of the Lords Sup- per,

,
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per, but alwayes to feeke the fpirituall grace of the Sacra¬

87-

ments.

D 'iff. 8. eA lingular effeEi andJigne ofthe inwardbaptifme and effettuall grace3 is the anfixer of a good conference to¬
ward God
For when the Apoftle meant to oppofe inward 'Saptifhae
unto outward, in fteed of the inward heputstheanfwerofa
good conference, as the proper efTft thereof , by which it
may be perceived and knowiu.Now by theanfwer of a good
confcience is meant all that confidence wh'ch we have before
God of his reconciliation, which cbiefely appeares in our
prayers, and in a pious confeflion of the faith, and a holy care
of obedience.
Reaf. 1. Becaute then are we properly faid tobefaved, at
leaft according to our apprehenfion, when our confciences
are freed from the guilt and bondage of fin.
3. Becaufe the peace of a good confcience is part of out

.

glorification.
3. Becaufe fuch a confcience makes us to goe on conflantly in the way of (alvation.
Vfe. This may ferve to direflue, to make it our chiefeft care
to keepe a good confcience toward GodDaft. p. Such a confcience and our falvation doth in afpecia/l
manner dependupon Chrifls refurreftinn.
Reaf. t. Becaufe intherefurre&ionofChrifl, Godsfentence was declared, abfolving us in him from Jl finne and
death. Rom. 4 25.
' . .
2. Becaufe Chrift being raifed from the dead, did power¬
fully accomplifh that, which he merited by his death. Rom.8 ,
343. 5ecaufeour confciences arelifted upwards untoChriu
>•"
fitdngin heaven.
Vfe, Thivr.may ferve to direEl us, to fix the eyes of our faith
upon Ghrift, as he was raifed from the dead.
Doft. 10. Since the time of Chrifls refurrellion, great is
his glory andpower in heaven.
This is gathered from the laft rerfe.
Reafon. 1. JJecaufe the time of his humiliation and empty¬
ing of himfelfc was finifhed before.
3 Be-

,
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2. Becatifeit was fit,, that he which in fingularobedience
was mightily humbled , fhould afterwards be excised un¬
to great

glory

ÿ

3. Becaufe this glery and power is nectflarily required,
that Chiift might finilh all things, which belong to the falvation of the Church.
Vfie. This may fervc t» comfort us, againft all dangers and
feates, feeing we have luch a Saviour in heaven.

Chap.

IV.
/

For as much then as fhrift hathfufferedfor tu in the
flefl, arme your fie Ives likewifie with thefame mind :for
that he that hathfujfered in the flefl, hathceafiedfromfitnne.Verfe. 2i That he no longer flould live the reft ofhis time in the
flefl3 to the lufts ofmen,but to the will of God.
Verfe 3. For the time paft of our life maj fujfice ns to have
wrought the will of the Gentilest .when we walked inlaficivioufinejft lufts exceffe ofwine,revtilings, banquettings3 and
abominable idolatries
Verfe 4. wherein they thinks it ft range, that you run not with
• them to the
fame excejfe cfriot}fpcakjng evill ofyou :
Verfe 5. Who flail give account to him, that isready tojudge

Verf
•

1.

..

,

, ,

.

the ejuichjindthe dead.
Verfe 6. For,for this caufiewas the Gofipell preachedalfie to them
that are dead, that they might bejudged according to men in
the flefl, but liveaccording to Godin the Spirit.

The Analyfis.

|He Apoftle having fet before us the example of

' Ghrift, in this place he concludes thcrehence,that
which he propofed tobÿ concluded chap. 3. v. 17.

and before that v. 1.1. that is, thatall Chriftiani
Ihonldefchew evill, & follovy that which is good.
And this conclufion he layes downe in fuch manner, that ifa
due
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due proportion be obfccved betwixt Chrift as cur example,
and Chriftians that are regeneiated, and renewed according
t j his image,he (hews it doth ncceffuily depend upon & flow
from the ex imple of* Chrift. He concludes with fuch a Syllogifme, as this :
All Ckr'ftiansJbould be armedwith thefame mind, concerning
fr.n; andrighteoufnefe, as Chrift himfelfe was :
But fir 'ft havingfujf.-red in the flejh ceafedfromftnne3 and
livedin the fpirir unto Qod :
. 7here
fore ail Chrifttans ftiould be wholj/ bent}andend. avour all
that thej can to ceafefromftnne or the lufts of men, and live
unto (jod,or the will of God.
Both the propofition & Affumptionarein v. 1.The conclufion in v. 2. The conclusion isilluftrated by a ccmparifon made
betwixt the time paft, and that which is to come ; or betwixt
that kind of life, which men are wont to lead before their
calling, and that, which they (hould lead after they are called.
For the time paft heaffirmes,that we lived according to the
manner of the Gentilesin all the lufts ofthe flefti,v.j. And for
the time to come, he denies that we ftiould follow thofe lufts,
but that we Ihould live unto the will of God. v. 2. and the
beginning of the 3. It may fujjice Hi &c. where he intimates
areafon alfo, why we (hould now leave off fuch courfes,
namely $ Becaule wc have too much offended God already in
the time paft, and ifwc (hould abofc his mercy and patience
any longer,we could expeft nothing elfe but the revelation of
hisjuft anger and indignation, to our eternall confufion.
The lame condufion and Companion is farther illuftrateJ by
anticipation of an objection and difficulty, which might take
off our defires and endeavours to change our lives, and live
contrary to the fafhion of others. And the objeft ion is this j
that it will feeme ftrange unto many ;and for this very caufe
will they revile us, and fpeake evill of religion itfelfe, verfc
4. Theanfweris, that this is not cur fault, buttheirs ;and
they fhall give an account forit unto God at theday of judge¬
ment, vet fe 5. Which judgement is let forth by a diftribution
of the objeft,and upon occafion of that diftribution he makes
a new argument to remove the fore-named difficulty out of
our minds ;namely,becaufe the Gofpell had the fame end,and
the
M
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the fiime effeft amongft the faithfuil that are now dead ; ta
wit, that they being condemned by men, did patiently beare
that condemnation, and lived according to God in the

fpirit,verlc 6.
The Dofti ines arifing herchence.

Doft I. PVc fhould all arms our Jelves withfuch nuditatiofChrifis death affocrds at.
Thisis gathered from v. I.
Rcaf I. Becanfewe are thereunto called, that We fhould
bemade conformable unto Chrift.
i. BecaufeChrifts death, or Chrift crucified is a briefe E.
pitomeofall faving knowledge, r Cor. 2.3.
3. Becaufe by fuch meditations we doe more and more
put on Chrift, and by his power are our minds ftrengthened
and fore-armed, as with a compleat armour, againft all kind
of temptations, and in this refpeft is this phrafe, armeyour
/e/vw,tiled in the text.
Vfe I. This msylervctoadmonilhus, toarmeourmindes
daily with godly and Chrillian meditations, that To we may
not be expo fed to the danger of temptations unarmed and
naked ; in the bearing of a blow, or fuffering any violence,
there is great difference betwixt a man that is armed, aijd one
that is not armed.
2. To. direffc us, in our meditations chiefely to contem¬
plate upon Chrift, and tbofe things wh'ch pertaine unto his
death and telurreftion.
D.)ft. 2. He that hath true communion rvith fhnj}ÿ h. th
ccafedfrom pans , and by meditation thereupon doth daily more
tfw/, at the contemplation

and more ceafefrom it. '
1his is gathered from verfe 1, at the end.
Reafott 1. Brcaule our communion with Chrift is by the
Spirit of Chrift, which mak<s us conformable to his death
and relurrerfion, Rom. 6 throughout the whole Chapter.
2. Beeanfe imou'r converfion unto Chrift, there is alwayes
included an aVÿrfion from fume by feriotis repentance.
2. Becaule fuch meditations are the ordinary meanes
whereby the worke of the Spirit is perfected,and our repen¬
ÿ

tance renewed and furthered.
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Vfe 1. This may ferve to reprove thofe,that proftffeChrift
word, but in their deeds doe not ceafe from finne.
2. fc> direftus, to preffe fuch (yllogifmes and reafonings

upon our conferences, Rorr.6.
Doft. 3. He that ceafeth faom frtne ,doth not live to the
IhTIs ofmen,but to the will of God. '
This is gathered from verfe 2.
Reafon 1. Becaule the lulls of linfull men are in themfelves'
(nines, and leade unto finne.
2. -ffecaufe thefe lulls fight againft the foulc, and we in our'
converfion have bound our felves to fight again!! them.
3. Becaule the will of God is the only ruleofour life,
which is altogether contrary to the lulls of theflelh.
Vfe. This may ferve to direft us in the triall of our (late
and condition. For looke how ourlife is fincerely direfted
inrefpeft ofthe lulls of men, and the will of God, lomay we
certainely judge our felves to be either in the Hate offinne, or
in the (late of grace.
Doft. 4. It feemes more then enough to the faithful! , that
before their converfion they fo longfollowedthe lufts of the flcfh,
andfajhions of the world.
This is gathered from verfe 3.
Reafon 1. !Secaufe they are afhamed with a holy Ihameof

thole courles, Rom.6. 2 1.

B.ecaufe they receive no benefit by them,but repentance.
3. Becaufe they (ee that it was Gods great mercy,that they
were at length delivered from them, and from the death
which they bring, in the fame Chapter.
4. Becaule the reft of their time feemes but a little unto
them, inrefpeft of the duty which they have to do,in feeking
and glorifying God.
Vfe 1. This may lervetocondemnethofe, which deferre
and put off the time of amending their lives, as ifthey had
not yet finned enough.
2. To admonilh us, to redeemc the time , and fpend it in
advancing of Gods glory, and our own lalvation.
Doft. 5. t/$mong(f all the viciottt lifts and cotirfcs of the
world,luxury is one ofthe cbiefeft3 whereby men walke in lafcivi
onJnejfe3 excejfe ofwine andbanqueting*.
M 2
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ReafcK i. Becaufe in chefeii.en dornoii of all parr,per the
fltfh, and have no regard at all unto the foule.
Becaufe by thelc the foule isdrewr.eJ, as it were in the
j Ieafuresof the tiefh,fo that it cannot lite up itfelf unto God,.
and to divine things.
3. Bccaufe thele make way for the devil], and all devil'fh
f nnes; and thereupon abominable idolatry feemes to be jojned with theniin the text, bccaufe by them many were brought
to be p.efent at idolatious fealis, and fo to honour the idoh
themfelves, though in their confciences they made no recko¬
ning of them.
Vfr. This may ferve to admonifh us, to beware of thefe
wicked courfes,
Dock. 6. It feemes very ft range to the mm ofthe reorIf
that the godly flioy.ld refufeto live after that manner as tlx] live
Rca'on J. Bccaufe they think there is a kinde of happineffe
in that kinde of life, which for any man to difl.ke, they can¬
not but wonder at if.
2. Bccaufe as long as they are carnall, they cannot rightly
difccrne thofe fpirituall leafons, which make the faithlull to
abhorre fuch converfation.
3. i?ecaufe they meafiuing others by themfelves, thir.ke
that all men do greedily defire fuch kinde ofpleafures.
Vfr. Th.s may ferve to adrronifh chef ithfnll, 1. Not to
thinke that they do live fo, as their calling or profelfion doth
require, unlcffe they do fotarreellrange themfelves from the
common courfes of worldly men, that they makethemto
vvender at them. 2. Not to be troubled at fuch opinions of
men, but to take their diflike, as a token of Gods good liking
and approbation.
Doff. 7. By this alienation of mindes , which arifetbfrom
the difference tf the converfation, betwixt the keleevers andthe
yr.b leevers, tlx regenerate and the unregtnerate , it
eftentim s
antes to pajfe, that the unregenrratefpeake evill the truth
of
of
G.d.
This is gathered from verfe 5 at the end. For although
feme are. fo taken with the fplendour ofpiety whkh fhines
forth in the goaly, that they giorifie Gcd, as it is chap. 2. \er.
1 2. and it becomes a meanes of winning them, as it is chap.?.
verfe

,

.
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verfe i. or at lead that they are afhamed.as it is chap.?. v.id»
Yet there arc others which take occafion thereby to blaf-

pheme, chief ely, becauic the godly by abftaining from thofe
1jlls and courses, which theyh ghly edeeme, feeme ferioufly
to reprove them, as well in their deeds as their words.
Reafon j. Becaufe all they that do evill hate the light.
2. Becaufe fucli a leparation in converfation of life is as it
were a condemning of thofe from whom feparatien is made
out of confcience and religion.
3. Becaufe wicked men being blinded with anger and ha¬
tred, and judgeing of others by themfelves, d'-e imagine that
this reparation is ufualJy made in hy pocrifie, & fimulation,not
out of confcience and religion.
Vft. This may ferve to comfort and ftrengchen our foules
againft the temptations and troubles which may arile unto
us from fuch mens blafphemies.
Do&. 8. God will require an account front men for all
either in this life,or at the lafijudgement,
blafphemies,
ftch
This is gathered from verfe 5.
Reafon 1. Becaufe his Majeftie is wronged moreinthefe
blafphemies, then in moil of the other finnes. 2. becaufe thofe finnes are mod hainous, and come neereft
tc the linneagaind the Holy Ghod.
5. Becaufe they dire&ly tend to the hinderancc of the
kingdome of Cod, and the righteoufnefle thereof.
yfe u This may ferve to admonilh us, to take heed of all
thofe, that do any way partake in fuch a finne.
2. To comfort us.- becaufe God revengeth fuch injuries,
we (hould commit themunto him.
Doft. 9' God keepes ajujl account ofthofe things that are
done to thefaithfull, net only while they live but alfo after their
death•
For in that fenfe is he faid to be ready to)udge the quicks
andthe deaf where by the quick and the dead the faithfull are
mod properly underftood,as appeares by verfe 6.
Reafon 1. Becaufe God alwayes lives, and his word and
covenant lives.
2. Becaufe it flands upon Gods glory, to defend the caufc
alfo of his fervants that are dead, and to revenge their injuries.
3. "Becaufe

,
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3. 2?ecaufe oftentimes the iniquity of the wicked is not
come to its full meafure before the death of Gods children
whom they have vexed.
Vfe 1. This may fcrve to comfort us, as well in life as in

,

death.
2: To admonifh us not to judge rafhly of Gods wayes in
his patience and long-fiiffering ; but to compofe our mindes
to a patient waiting for the wifhed event.

Docl. IO. The condition of thefaithful/ now living, and
ofthofe that livedheretofore in all ages, is wholly alike,as touching
thefuhfiance of it.
This is gathered from vcrfe 6. compared with the verfe

fore-going.

&ea. Becaufe God is the fame, & faith isthe feme; & on the
contrary fide alfo,,the devill and the world are like themfelves.
Vfe. This may ferve to direft us, not to give way to too
much complaining of the prefent age, as if there had never
beene the like before ;but couragioufly to go forward in do¬
ing our duty, thatvvemay do that in our times according to
our ability, which other faithfull men did in their time ,who
as it is fa'd of David, eyiEls 13. 3 6. after they had in their age
ferved the will of God, fell on fleepe in the Lord.

Do£b II. The fhort compendium of our whole Chriflian
life, is,fo to receive the GofpeUyhat renouncing theflops wefiwuld
in that refpeU he judged according to men, and live according to
Godin the Spirit.
This is gathered from vcrfe 6•
Rcafon. /?ccaufe therein confifts all divinity.
Vfe. This may ferve to dirett us, to maketriall of our con¬
dition by this rule.

Verfe
>
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of Peter,
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Verfe 7. Hat the end ofallthings is at hand: beye thereforefobery andwatch unto prayer..
Verfe 8 And above all things have fervent charity among your
fclves :for charity [hall cover the multitude offanes.
Verfe 9. Vfe hofpitality one to another, -without /trudging.
Verfe IO. As every man hath receivedthe gift, evenfo mmijler
the fame one to another, as good ftewards ofthe manifold
grace of God.
Verfe 11. Jf any man fpeakeÿ let him fpeake as the Oracles of
fterÿ let himdo it as of the ability which
Cfod,ifany man mini
Cjodgiveth,that Godinall things may beglorified through
Itftts fhrift, to whom be praife and dominion for ever and
ÿ

ÿ

ever}

,

Amen.

The Analyfis.
the laft difcourfe about the judgement God, the
Apoftle takes occafion prefle his exhortation the
FRom
Firft therefore he
of piety, by that
of

duties

to
to
very argument.
argument for a ground, that the laft

layes downe that third
judgemenr, the end of all things, is at hand ;and thereupon
concludes that we muft ftiioufly and diligently apply our
felves to the duties of piety. And thefe duties he fets downe
by an induftion of the principall parts, 1 Prayer, with the
adjunfts and helping caufes'thereof, to wit, temperance and
fobricty, verfe 7. 2. Muttiall qharicy, verfe 8. which he lets
forth, 1. By the Angular carej wherewith we fhould labour
for it above other vermes, in tb'efe, wprds :above allthingsÿand
then by thedegree, wherein we ihould have it, andextrcife ic
?n this word, fervent: of which exhortation he gives a reafo»n alfo- from the effeft, for charity covers a multitude offtnnes.
3. To charity he joynes hofpitality,verfe 9. as it were a fpeciall aft of charity, whereof he fhewes the due manner how it
(hould beufed, that it fhould be without grudging, that is, vo¬
luntary, not by conftrainf. 4. A mutual! communication of
all the gifts of God, verfe 10. Andthereafonofthisdutyis
taken partly from the nature of the gift in refpeft of the au¬
thor

'

96

A Commentary upon thepry Epijile ofPeter.
that it is the grace of God, and partly from that
relation, ivhidr they that have received the gift, have unto
fuch a grace, to vvir, that they are not matters, but ftewards of
it. And of this communication he propounds two chiefc
kinds, which he defcribes and pet (wades them unto, verfe 1,1.
The ftrft is communication in fpeech,or in the word of God,
the dcfcription and rule whereof is, that it fhould be confor¬
mable to the nature of Gods word. The fecond is communi¬
cation in our abilities and wealth the defcription and rule
whereof is common to both, together with all the foregoing
exhortations, taken from the end and benefit of them, that
god in all things may beglorified $ which glorification of God
is let forth by a prefcnt declaration of it ; to whom be praife
for ever and ever,ÿAmen.
The Doftrines drawne here-hence.
Doff. I. The end of allthings is at hand.
This is gathered from verft 7. Now this may be underttood, 1. of the end of all men, thatlive together, becaufc a
generation of men foone paffeth away, and fb the end of all
thofe is properly faid to be at hand. 2. Itmayalfobythe
fame reafon be underftood of the finall condition of all thofe:
becaufc looke how every one dyes, fo (hall he continue for
ever, either happy or wretched. 3. It may alfo in fome fort
be underftood of the end of the world.
Reafon 1. Becaufe thefe are the laft ages,after which there
is no comming of Ghrift to be expefted, but unto judgement,
nor any change of worfhip, but upon the confummation of
all thing?.
2. Becaufe the Lord doth not delay the promife of his
comming , but prepares all things for himfelfe, and in their
order fhewes forth the judgements of that day which is ap¬
proaching.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh us, not to think with the
cvill fervant that the comming of the Lord is farre off.but cer¬
tainly to look for it, and accordingly to prepare our felves
for that day,
Doft. 2. Tor the preparing of ourfelves aright againfl the
comming of the Lord it is chiefly requiredÿ that we fljoul'lpray
continually.
This
t lior thereof,

,
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This is gathered from vcrfe 7.
Reafon 1. 2?ecaufe in our prayers we do ftirre up our faith,
hope, and defire touching thofe good things, which the Lord
A

-

will impart unto us at his comming.
*
2. Becaule by our prayers we do turnc afide and remove
thole evils from our (elves, which make his comming dread
flill unto finners : for by flying unto Gods mercy, we do flye
both from our finnes, and from his wrath.
' -''Y'Vfc. This may fcrve to exhort us, to be diligent in prayer.
Doft. 3. Temperance and fobriety fsouldbe'jfjkednrith our
prayers.
This is alio gathered from vcrfe 7. It is the fame which is
faid every where, Watchandfray
Reafon 1. Becaufe the etfeftuallconfederation thereof,that
the end of all things is at har\d, makes us to love this world
thelefle, and fo to ufe it, as hot tb abufe it, chat if, fobcrly
.
and temperately, 1Cor.y.31. ,
2. Becaufe thefe are the meanes whereby our prayers are
helped and furthered ; therefore it is faid in the text, 15efi¬
ber and watch unto prayer.
.
to
ferve
exhort
may
This
us, to make conference of
Vfe.
doing our duty in prayer.
Doft. 4. tsdbove all things tvejhonld labourfor brotherly
love,that it may be ftneere andfervent.
This is gathered from verle 8. Not that charity towards
men is more excellent then faith hope and love towards Gcd,
bat becaule it is the chiefeft ofthofe things which belongun¬
to men, and Ihould be preferred before all thofe 'things,which
might any way hinder it.
Reafon i. Secaufe love is the famme of the •whole liw,and
focontainesinit all other duties. <
2. Becaufe charity covers a multitude of finnes, as it is in
the text :a#tong(l men themfelves , that they fine not up anger
hatred,andcontention, Trov. 10.13.
2. Becaufe charity alfo doth in fbme fort cover a
of our finnes before God, to wit, thÿt they procure not the
revenge of his anger. For this it doth, as' a figne and argu¬
ment, whereby we are the more allured of the forgivenefie of
our fins, becaufe we forgive others their offences,Alar.tf, 15.

-

.

,
multitude

N
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Yfi. This may ferve to exhort us, to labour for charity.
Doft. 5» Htjfitolity is one ofthe frincifall afts ofcharity,
This is gathered from vetfe p. So
12.13 fW.13.2Rcafon i. Becaule in hofpitality we do not only commu¬
nicate onr goods unto our brethren, butourlelvesalfoby a
familiar convcrfation.
a. Bccaufc it is more acceptable unto others to receive alittle upon (uth an occafion, then in any other refpeft to re¬
ceive much, becaule the feafonableneffe and courteoufhcfie
makes that which is given to be the better accepted.
3. Becaule by this meanes friendfhip is more increafed then
by other bountifall exper.ces.
....
1
the
ferve
to
mercilefle
his
mindes and
reprove
may
ZJ/e
conditions of men, for luxury and covetoufnefle hath quite

.

taken away all hofpitality.
Dx.ft. 6. The duties qf-this kffidJbould beptrform'diriikottt grudging.

This is gathered from verfe 9.
Rmfon j. Becaule God loveth a ready and cheerefull gi¬
ver, 2 fir.$.7.
2. becaule grudging makes the benefit unacceptable to
him that receives it.
3. Becaufe grudging is as it were a repenting for doing the
duty, and fo makes it void and of no tffecf.
. Vfc. The ufe hereofisthat in doing good we (hould watch
over out mindes, that they be rightly and fitly difpofed.
Doft. 7. It is an office ofcharity to minifier unto ethers the'
vphich rre have received, what kindsJcever thej be.
of
vfu
This is gathered from verfe 1c.
Reafon r. Becaufe the gifts of God do in their nature tenJ
unto the glory of God in promoting the good of men.
2. Becaufc to this end arc all the gifts ot God committed
unto us,as ftewards of the grace of God, as it is in the trxt.
3. "Fecaufe this very thing doth rhe communion of Saints
require, to the believing and cxercifing whereof are all Chriflians called.
Vfe 1. This may fcrve to comfort us , in that there is no
faithfull Chrifiian, but hath fome gift, whereby hemayminiUer fomethingunto others.
t

,

2.

To

A Commentary upon thefi)
2. To exhort us, every
to the good of others.

ft Epifile ofPeter,

one to ufe that gifc which he luth4

Daft. 8. In exercifing thofe gfrs , which belong to the
or declaration of Gods word,oar chiefe care flaw lu be,fo
reaching
f

curfelves as becomes the word of (fled,
This is gathered from verle 11at the beginning.
Reafon i. Becaule every a&ion rightly ordered Ihould

to carry

have a juil proportion to its objeft.
2. becaufe io great isthe dignity of Gods vvord,that with¬
out fuch a care it cannot be kept fafe, without wronging of it.
3. Becaule all the power of our fpeech concerning Gods
word is loll, if it take not its whole ftrcngth from the word it
felfe.
Vfc. This may lerveto admonilh ,not only the Preach¬
ers, that they handlethe word ofGod holily,faichfully, and
gravely, but alfo all hearers, that they judge aright of the Ser¬
mon, and make diltinftion betwixt thofe Preachers, which
Ipeake as the Oracles of God, and others, which fpcake as a
humane fpeech or oration; and that they themlelvesallo, if
upon occafron they Ihould treat of the word ofGod in pri¬
vate, Ihould doe it holily, gravely, and reverently, as it be¬
comes the word of God to be handled.
Doft. 9. He that with hii wealth minifircth to the necejfties
of others, ihould do it according to the ability which he haih recei¬
vedof (fod.
This is gathered fromverfc 11, that is, he mull do it not
by conftrainc, fparingly, and flowly, but with a ready and
chceiefullaffeftion, to his power, and beyond his power vo¬

luntarily, 2 Cor.8.3.
Reafon I. 'Becaule this communicating is as it were a facrificc, wherewith God is well pleafed, Heb.t 3. 16.
2 Becaufe from this fowing we naay expeft a great harveft, of Gods blcffing, 2 for.9.6.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonilh us, not to performc fuch
duties according to the falhion and cuftome of the world, as
if their example were our rule, but according to the ability
''
which God hath afforded us.
' ,

.

Duft. IO. God is to beglorified in all things.
As the Apoflle,i Ar.10.31.

N
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Reaf. i. 5ceaufethegloryofGodistheendofa!lthings.

I. Bccaafe our aftions are not religious,but lo farre forth
as they are dire&ed to that end.

3. "3ccaufe God will glorifie thole which glorifie him.
life. This may ferve to admonifh us, not to imagine that
our duty in glorifying God is retrained to the publick worfhip, as many ufe to do but to have a circ of this duty in all
things.
Do$. II. Cjodii to beglorified by Iefus Chrvft,
Rcafen 1. Becaufe in the name,and by the f ower of C hrift
we do all the good that we do, CV.3. 17.
1. Hecwfe welhould reprefent that which wc doe,before

,

ÿ

God by Chrift.
3. Becaufe we cannot glorifie God by any other meanej,
btit by following the example ofChrift and obferving his
*
du&rine. -k I ' }
fcrve
to
direft us, that Chrift fhould be all
Vfe This may
in all unto us.
Doft. 12. fVe fhould befe dfpofedtowards Gadin Chrift
th.<tt wefhouldnever thinhÿof hisglory without an elevation ofthe

,

.

L

,

heart to cor.feffe God which we fhould cherijh andwereaft.
This is gathered,from thatdoxologie, to whom beprmfe and
dominion for ever and everÿzsfmen. For the Apoftle breakes
forth into this declaration of Gods glory , beingasit were
forced thereunto by the meditation of that dutyÿwhich he
had now propounded,to glorifie God.
Reafon i. Btcaufe thereby appeares bur inward difpofk ion to the performing of that duty.
2. becaufe it is the beginning of the deed.
3. 2?ecaufc God fhould raigne in our hearfs, thatwe might
not fo much upon deliberation, as naturally, be ftirred up,
and moved towards him,to the declaration of all thofe things
which may make for his glory.
Vfe. This may ferve to reprove the common ftupidity of
men, who are nothingat all moved with thofe things, which
do moft nccrely belong to the glory of Gods name.

Verfe
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-

12. Beloved,thirty it notftrange concerning the fiery tri
all, which is to try you, as thoughfameftrange thing happe¬
ned untoyou,
Verfe 13. BHt rejoyce, in as much as ye arepartakers of (fhrifts
fuffer'tngs that when his glory fbatIbe revealed,ye may be

Verfe

,

gladalfo with exceedingly.
Verfe 14. Ifye be reproachedfor the name of Chrift , happy are

ye, for the Spirit ofglory, andof God, refteth uponyou :ox
their part he is eviflfpokyn of but onyour part he isglorified.
Verfc 15* Bat let none ofyoufrff rasa murderer, eras a thiefe,
or as an evilldoer, or as a bttfte-body, in other mens matters,
Vcrfe I& Tet if any man fuffer as a (fhriftt&n, let him not it
alhamed, but let himglorfie Cjod on this behalfc.
Vcrfe 17. For the time is come that judgement mttft bsgmattht
houfe of (pod:and ifitfrft begin at us,whatjfball the end be
*ofthem that obey not the Gofpell of God ?
Verfc 18. zAnd if the righteous fcarcely befaved, where ftall
the ungodly andthefinner appeare ?
Verfe 19. Wherefore, let them thatfuffer according to the will of
God, commit the peeping of their foules to him in welldoing
as unto afaithfulI
(frentor.
ÿ

,

*ÿ

The Analyfis.
*THe Apoflle doth hererepeate that exhortation, to fuffer
perfection aright, which he had heretofore ufed againe
and againe j becaufe this ochorcation was very neceflary, and
Containes in it the primary fcopc ofthe Epiftle. But in this

place he rcpeates it as a pre-occupation or anticipation of an
obj-ftion or difficulty, which might be madeagainfl the fore¬
going exhortation, wherein he pcrfwaded them to a conftant
care of all the duties of piety. For they to whom this Epillle
Was to come, might thus thinke with themfelves, that by this
profeffion and pra&ife of piety moll grievous perfections are
like to befall them , and that contrary to their expeftation,
and therefore they are not tobe requefted by waiting in the
fame way to heape fo great evils uponthemfelves.Of thefe per-

fecutions

ipi
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therefore the Apoftle warncs them. i.In general!,
that it Ihould nÿt feemc any new or ftrange thing to any
Chriftian , thereby to be troubled at it, which he Ihewe?,
i...From their, proper end, that they areas it were fire to try
the faith, fincerity and conftancy of the faithfull, verle iz:
t. From the fimilitude that is betwixt the faithfull and Chrift
in luff-ring affli&ions,in which refpeft they Ihould be fo fane
from being troubled at it,that they (houldrejoyce, which is
contrary to perturbation. The rcalbn of which conlequence
is taken from the effect, to wit, bccaule by (offering a f Hidions
after this manner the faithfull come to partake of glory and
eternall joy with Chrift. 3. From the blefledneffe which is
adjoyned unto it, in refpeft of the communion of the holy
Spirit, who when he is blafpbemed by the perfecutors.is pre(ent with thofe that fuffer, and is glorified by them, verle 14.
2? tit that this which the Apoftle hath Ipoken, may be rightly
underftood, he telsthem, that this cannot be meant of every
afflidion, but of that alone which a man luffers for the name
of Chrift, verle 14. as it is explained, verle 15,16,when a man
fuffers not for his owne delerts, but meerely as, or becaufe he
is a Chriftian : from which confideration the concluiion
which he laid downe before is effedually deduced, verle 16.
to wit, that in that relpeft he ftiould not be afliarned, or lo
troubled, as if he were alhamcdofthe name ofChrift, but
therefore to glorifte God. 4. From the ruling caule which
orders and governes fuch events , namely , the will of God,
whereby he hath appointed a certaine time to exercife judge¬
ment in his houfc or Church,verle 17. at the beginning. For
that which is there fpoken of the time of judgement, is after¬
wards referred to the will of God, verle 19. 5. To the fame
purpole is the condition ofthe faithfull fee forth by compa¬
ring the condition of the unbelievers, verle 17, 18. which is
declared by luch a connexion If the condition ofthe faith¬
full be fo hard, the condition of the unbelievers muft be alto¬
gether intolerable ;whence he doth clofely intimate, that we
muft neither envie the unbelieving perlecutors, or revolt
from the faith by reafon of perfecutions. From all thefe
things the primary concluiion is fpecially inferred, verle 19,
that the faithfull in differing afmftions ftiould arme themfelves
(coitions
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true confidence, againft all the perturbat?ons and
with
felves
temptations which may arife unto them from affliftions.
The Doftrines drawne herehence.
Doft. 1. Affiillions and perfections fbould not feeme
4 new or ftrange thing unto Chriftiam.

This is gathered from verfe 12.
were foretold by CHrift and his

R-afon 1. Becaufe they

Apoftles.
2. Becaufe Chrift himfelfc and his chicfc Difciples were
ofedafcer the lame manner.
3. "Sccaufe fuch is the difpofition of the world , that We
mult alwayesexpeft (uqh thing! from it.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonilh us not to be troubled at
thefe things, as it is in the text.
Doft. 2. The end and ufe of' afftiilions is for the triall of

Chriftians.

'

.

This is gathered from the fame verfe. See the lame doftrine
Chap. 1. verfe 7.
Doft. 3. The faithfuti in [ftffering/tfftiBions andperfec¬
tions are partakers offhriftsfufferings.
This is gathered from verle rg.
Reaftn i« 2?ecaufe when they fiiffer for the name of Chrift,
Chrift fuffers in them, according to that of the Lord, Saul,
Sauf why perfecuteft thou me ? .
2. 3?ecaufe they arc made conformable unto Chrifts death,

Thil.1. 10.

-

Vfe Thil may ferve to comfort us,becaule therein we have

matter of rejoycing, as it is in the text.

Doft. 4. From thefe affiiUiens,if we fuffer themjoyfully ,
we have a fare argument of our tternalljoy and glory to come

hereafter.

This is gathered from verfe 13.
Rcafon 1, Becaufe they that afe partakers ofChrifts death,
are partakers alfo of his refurreftion and cverlafting life-, Rem.
;
8.17. 2ÿV.4. 11.
2. becaufe that joy which we have in affliftions , is the
firft fruits of our eternall joy and glory.
Vft. This may ferve to admonilh us to Iearne to fuffer joyFully for the name of Chrift, lames 1.2. Atts 5.41.

Doft.
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Doft. 5. The reproaches winch the faitbfullfaffer far god'
linejfe fake, are to he reckonedamor.gf thofe perfections, which
theyfaff for the name of Chrifl«
This is gathered from verfe 14.
Reafon 1. Becaufe they tend to the difhonouring and dis¬
gracing of us.
a. Becaufc they (hew that the mindes of the authors of
them are as ready to bring greater evils upon us, if occafion
fhould fcrve.
3. Becaufe reproaches doe wot he more Upon fome mens
minds then reall injuries.
VJe. This may ferve to admonifb4 1 all men, to take heed
that they have no communion with the wickechvorld in fcoffing at any part of true piety. X. The godly, to haye a fpeciall
care,thatthey be not moved at fitch reproaches, but to beare
them with the fame patience, that they ought to b'earc other

persecutions.

Doft. 6.

theft reproaches which the godlyfttfftr for the
,Jn

name ofQhrifi the Spirit of (fedis inafpeciall manner blafphe-

mtden the onefide, and Aerifiedon the other•
This is gathered from verfe 14.
Reafon. Becaufe looke how farre forth the. faithfulI
make profeffion of true piety ,fo farre forth are they the
temples of the holy Ghoft :therefore when in that refpeft
they are reproached, the holy Ghoft is evill fpoken of ; and
when they hold faft and adorn their profeffion notwithstand¬
ingthefe reproaches, the fame Spirit which is evill fpoken of
by the reproachers, is glorified by them.
Vfe 1. This may ferve for terror to thofe that do reproach

others.
And

.

2 For comfort to thofe that are reproached.
Thofe things which are in the 13 verfe, were handled be¬
fore cap«2. 8c 3.
Doft. 7. (fod bath certaine and appointed times to execute
his judgements.
This is gathered from verfe 17 at the beginning.

Reafon

1.

Becaufe the patience and long-fuffering ofGdd

muft have their time.
2. Becaufe there is a time alfo required, that men may fill
up the meafure of their finnei,
3. Becaufe
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3. Becaufe there are certaine opportunities ofcime, Where¬
in Gods judgements areexecuted with greater benefit chen
they £ould be at other times}' ) -/uxii ;ateHnv,
•JÿIJ This 'may* ferVe toadmonifh us, not to condemns
God any -way Either' of flownefie or rafhndSiitU refjifftafids
judgements, but to icit well fatisfied in his mod wileordcr * m 8 ,g
"ringofall things." 's * » • n
(

j

Doft. 8. judgement doth .often bsgmM the houfe of <3od3

v

that is, at the Church,
' c '.nut ' nix «tb ut u.no? ylfcuiu
This is gathered from the lame place.' (h 6 ..nrd
Reafon 1. Becaufe the finnes of thoft; which profefic Gods
name, do in a fpeciall manner wrong Gods name and hisbonour, and therefore the more they offend God, the more
*G:Q
oughtthey to be punifhed. v-\ ' • V* '
a. Becaufe Gods chiefe care to purifichis Church by
."i •
luch chaftifementr, • >' wGod
oftentimes
the
ufeth
unbelievers as his in3. Becaule
ftruments to correft his Church; they mult therefore be firft
tolerated, thit they may accomplifh Gods cdunfell, and af¬
terwards punifhed,becatile theyhave dohefo wickedly. •• J Vfc. This may lerve to direft us , not to be troubled fa
minde ,. when we fee the Church affh&ed be fore and above
other people , but to acknowledge Gods divine ordering
.)
,G_ 1..
•' '
of it.
" • n
which
The
Cjod
upon his
judgement
exerciCeth
Do&» p
''
Church, is a mofi certaine argument ofikemojhfevers andheaz ie
judgement that Jhall in its due time come upon wicked men and
ÿ

>

ÿ

ÿ

'

'

-j

"1 1 '"d
'
| "!ÿ}
•
unbeleevers. '
This is gathered from verfe 17,18/ So Ier.25.29.
Reafon 1. Becaufe God deiles with his Church as a Fa*
tHer,'but he will deale with othefshs'a Judge. u '' .1 t'z
2. Towards the Church in the niidlf of judgemtnt he re¬
members mercy, but towards the wicked and unbeleevers he
"
exercileth revenge.
' <- - '"
beleevets
the
to
Becatifq
judgement Worketh together
3.
for good, but fa the tinbelicversithatlrno fvtch mitigation. '
Vfe 1. This may be.for comfort.to the faithfull in their
afHiftions. t
' 1 "»
2. For terronr to theunbeleevers intheir perfections arid
' carnal! fecurity.
Do&.
O
1

-

ÿ

105
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the
Dod. 10. They thatfnfferfir name of Cbriftÿ do pro¬
pertyJnffer according to the wilt of God.
This is gathered from verfe Ip. compared with ver. 14 16.
Reafon 1. Becaufe their finncs oftentimes are not the canfesof thefe afflidions, but the will of God to make triall of
i.them.
2. Becaufe it is the revealed will ofGod3that fuch affli¬
dions are the lot of the faithfull, and the way by which they
),>*.,
trfually cometothekingdomeofGocf. /
3. Becaufe this fiiffcring'of fuchafflidionsifpartofour
obedience to the revealed will of God.
Vf' This may. ferve to comfort us againft the trouble of
thefe afflidions.
A.
Dod. 11. They which fiffcr. in this manner, way cqtk'
mend their1fcuies unto God., ' '
!s ) 1.0G V.; tia'l .t
m
This is gathered from the fame verfe. ,»
Reafon 1. Zfecaufe when they fuffe'r for the name of God3
God doth in fornc fort fuffer with them, and therefore their

frfi

.

•

ÿ

r

ÿ

catifeisGodscaufe.. ) rtii.c no >:t. r, -fv
2. .Becaufe in that duty which we perfprme untoGod, as

hiis fervants, we may exped protedion from hiti}, .as -our
'
Maftef. a.
,
, J
v
3, Becaufe while we are expofed unto danger for-Gods
' -j
fake, God cannot but take care of us.
'AVfi. This is,a.life of cdnfolation,aftd:it is explained and fet
is; . -,*• . ,
forthby the ApdfUe P
>
>
Dud. 12. They fbonld d> this by well doing.
This is gathered from the fame verfe. So Rom. 1.
Reafon i. Becaufe they .cannot futfer for thj: riÿme of Chrift
but as.they fuffer fot welljdping.:, hoO
7t p
2, Becaufe they c?nnQt;preferye,the}iberty of their confi¬
dence., but by a good conference, tbatis, by-well doing.
3.,'Zcc0ufe to commend an evill caufeainto God , is, to
make God as it Were the Patron of evill.
.rJfff* This may ferye, jtp.admQniQ|iis,.tp, take heed,th?t we
doe not depriyc'c)ur.feiyÿjipf;this, gÿfaCjpriviledge by evill
doing.;'
•
Ii-ot >joVr''V v>\:>d yrf-y'jvaT
>
Dod. 13; God is afaithful!protett'er and defnier of' thofe
t'cat commendtheir finles unto him.
'
jr/jtV \i
.£
O

-

.

.

•

(

'

.

.

*
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Reafon Becaule itiseafieforhimtopreferveourfoules,
as it was heretofore to make them :and in this relpe<51he is
called in the text, God the Creator not tkeTreferver.
2. 2?ecauleitftands upon his'glory todo this.
3. Becaufe the fidelity and tiuth of Hispfomiles requires
1.

as much.

This may lerve to comfort us in all ftraits and adverfities :*
Let them commend their fouler under afaithfull Creator- faith

'

the Apoftle.'4
,

«.Pntvi,»u{f : v
1

,

.

ÿ

ÿ

•

)

i.x. li». I. , in

.
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'•

'
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Chapter V.

"

1

i

»»u

•' J 3

'

exhortÿ who amalfo
Verle I. The Elders which are amongyou I
an Elder, anda witnefe of the fufirings of Chrijl> and alps
apartaker ofthe glory that Jhall be revealed,
Verle 2. Feedthe floekjffodwhich is amongjoui taking the 0verfight thereof not bj confraint} but willingly :notforpi¬
thy lucre}but bfateadymihde.
- •">* « 2 .. "< 01
Vcrfc 3. Neither as being Lords over Gods heritage :but being

enfamplestothcflockt

Verfeq. And when she chiefe ShepheardJhall appeare ,yejhatl
receive a crowne ofglory that fddeth not away,
'
1
• fu '•
T f- ""
The Analyfis.
iEre is a fpeciall exhortation propounded towards
the Elders, that they (hould performe their duty
and office in a holy manner. The duty in generail is fetdownetobe,tofcedthefLck, whereof
overfeers, by a diligent overfghc and care of
made
they were
the beginning. And withallitis deicribed
at
2.
verle
them,
by 3 conditions that are in a fpeciall manner required there¬
in,, which are fet forth by a dehortation from the three
contrary vices, that are oppoled to thole three conditions.
1. The firft 'condition is, willingly to feed the flock ; the
contrary vice whe'reunto is, todo it byconftraint. 2.Todo
it readily and freely.- the contrary vice unto this, is, to fecke
after fifthy lucre thereby. 3. Not only in dd&rine, but in
'

~

ÿ>

__

.O J

.

•'

example

9 cj

ic8
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example of lite to go beforeche Church-; the contrary vice
where unto is, to Lord it over the Church. This duty being
thus declared and deferred, they are pcrfwaded unto it by
the rewardthat is adjoyned, which fpr chat caufe aJI'faitKfull
fhepherds do receive, verfe 4- at the etidl Which reward is let

foith both by the internal! nature of it,that.it isacrowne of
glory that fadethnot away ;and by the authoijr arid g've. of
it, to wit, that the chiefe Shcphefd our LordJdus Chrid,
will give it; and alfo by the time ofthis giving of ic, when
the chiele Shepherd llwll appeareÿthatis, atthc laft day of
judgement. Now this exhortation, that it might be the more
effeftu ill,and might worke the more,upon them, is u ge iand
fet forth by the pcrfon of Peter tvlio was the ininilh ing caufe
therepfauU From the parity apd fellpwfbip ofthe fameÿuElder prayed thepther Elders to do their du¬
ty. 2, From the knowledge which he had and the teflirnony-which'he could give ofthe alflictions ot Chriit, which he
Ftffered for rhe-Ghurch,.the remembrance w hereof fhou] d ftir
From
rom
op" all fhepherds to a diligcU.tcarC ofthe Church.
ihatlcer'tajne exfe'fthtipn whir.Elve had of the glory to come;
which glory he promifcth to all fhepherds in the name ot the
chielcfhepberd." ,*\V . ',? A.WS *'>*».'.•.-»* /
The Dofttinesdrawhiehcrehence. M « «*,->
Doft. 1. Thrfe exhortations aremojl effettxall which are
propoundedin an hsmhle.mariner,. 'J
This is gathered fr m verfe 1. where the Apoflle prayes,
not commands, wvhumility and charity So 7'A//. 1.9. 1Tin.
5.1 Heprayesth &ders alfo as a fellow Eider, although he
Was placed in a higher, degree, as Apoflie.
o Reajon j. Becaufe by this planner of doing it appeares,
that he which exhorts doth not aime at hisownc good, but
the good of another.
1. Becaufe by this manner of doing hiszeale fhewes it felfe
v,
to be the purer.
3. Becaufe he, to whom fuch an exhortation is made, is
honoured thereby, and Id takes it theealier and better.
Vfe• This may ferve to direftus, in all our exhortations
and admonitions to have refpeft unto this.
Doft. 2. It makes the exhortation the more ejf\ fitsally
ÿ

1

)

1

.

when

I

.•
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when a manfpeaÿes out of certnine judgement and communion of

.

affflion

.. This is gathered harehsnfe, that Teter mikes way for his*
exhortation, in chat he was a witnelTV of the fufferings of
Chrift, and' Co had a certaihe knowledge of thofc things
which belong unto Chrilt , and th .t he was partaker of the
fame glory ;and therefore he was affeited after the fame man¬
ner himf Ife, as he defired theylholild be.
' Re'afon i. Becaule knowledge gives'ability and authority,
and communion of affe&ion addes zealc and charity to the
exhortation.
''
2. Becaule thelc two will take away thofe obj.ttions,
which; it (bally hinder the efficacy of the exhortation ; nameTy, either that he gives his judgemmt of things that he doch
not know, cireKe at lealt heis an unexperienced mm,of whom
it may rightly be faid, Jf thou wert hereÿihoHwoitldcft think*

-

otherwife.
Vf. This may ferve to direct us to get knowledge of thole

things which We txhorc others unto, and affe£fions alfo an>
fwerable thereunto. "
'
1
Doft. 3. Menfljould be exhortedin afpeciail manner unto
thofe dutiesy which bdongmto their proper or particularfnnPii*
'

ons or caltingr.

-

This is gathered from verle 2« where the Ihcpherds are ex¬
horted to feed the flock.
R eafon 1; Becaule every maris particular tun&ion is that
condicion wherein God hath placed hiin to advance his
glory.
2. Becaule amans faithfulneffe h moft of all made triall
of in that conditio
3. Beeaufethe duties of our generallcalling Ihouldbe excreifed in every Chriiti ins particu.ar conditi n.
Pfe. This may ferve to a imon.lh every or.e to take greateft
C're oi thofe duties which are proper to his caihng or con¬
dition#
Doft. 4. It is the proper duty of a Shephtrdi tofeed1be
fockjhat is committed to his ch irge.
1his is gathe-ed from verle 2.
Reafo/t 1. Becaufc the fliepherds ate appointed for the cdi-

.

-

fieauuo

-

oa
I

A Commentary upon thefirft Epifilc ofPeter..
fication of the Church; now to feed is nothing elfe, but Co
life all meanes that are appointed by God to procure the edifi¬
, .
cation of the Chilrch.
a. Becaufe Pa ftors are properly given to the faithfull that
are converted, who as new borne babes (hpuld be nourifhed
and brought up with milke and food, untill they come to perfcQion.
3. Becaufe the overfeers of the Church fhould take moft
care ofthofe things, that arc moft neceflary for the Church ;
but it is nioft nccefiary for the faithfull being imperfed , to
have their fpirituall life preferved and increafcd by feeding.
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh, 1 TheMinifters notto
thinke that it is a light or common duty that lies upon theiyi,
but that the very life ofthe Church doth in fome fort depend
upon their labour and Miniftery, and therefore fo to carry
themfelves, as befits and becomes fo great a duty.
2 The people, not to expeft from their Minifters vain and
light things which might tickle their eares , but to come to a
Sermon as to the Lords Table, and feeke for fpirituall food
to feed their foules unto everlafting life.
Doft. 5. Paflors Jhfttld performs their duties willingly

.

not by conflraint.

This is gathered from the fame verfe. Now by conftraint .
is meant that forcing which proceeds from outward things,
whereby a man performesthe part ofa Minifter in fome fort,
either to avoid poverty, or difgrace. and infamy, or'thecenfure of others.
Reafon I. fee aufe that which isdone by conftraint,comes
not from the heartas from an inward principle, nor from the
Spirit fanftifying ;and therefore it is not a duty pleafing and
acceptable unto God.
2. Becaufe that which comes not from the heart, and is
not done willingly ,is done only perfunftorily and for fafhion
fake, not with that diligence and care which God requires.
3. Betaufe that which proceeds not from the heart and the
deereft affection of the foule, doth not ufually woi ke upon
other meris mindes, and therefore is not effettuall to the edifi¬
cation of the Church, which is the end of the Miniilery.
Vfe. This fhould admonifn us, to look not only to the un-

dcrftanding

firft Ept/ile ofPeter.
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derftanding, but alio to the difpolition of the will and heart
in the Minifters of the Church.
Doft. 6. Thej ft>onlddothefame ofarcadj minde} notfor

.

lucre

<

j

Now by lucre is meant all kinde of worldly profit, which
men acquire unto themfelves, either in doing the thing, or in
getting fame, or in gaining friends, and the like.
Reafon r. Becaufe that which depends upon lucre or fome
fuch likeend, mud neeefTarily be applyed thereunto, and this
'
is to corrupt the word of God, 2 Cor. 2. iff
2. Becaufe that which depends upon mutable things, that
alfb it felfe is mutable and inconflant.
3. Becaufe he which feeketh after lucre, is not a Minifter
of God, but of Mammon.
Vfi. This may ferveto admonifh, 1 The Minifters, not
to follow after lucre. 2. The people not to fuffer their Mi¬
nifters to be tempted by poverty, and foto be the leflecheerefull and ready in performing their duty, Heh. 13. 17.
The affiliation of Lordtineffe fjoy. Id befarfrom
-4 Do&. 7.
ilj ,
1' .1 ;f,'»
/
••
Chrifis Minifters.
1 'This is gathered from verfe 3.'<: ' •m*
Reafon 1. Becaufe they are called to meerc feivice, not to

.

)

Lordlinefle.

3. Becaufe Chrift himfelfe, whofe Minifters they are, did
purpofely live amtongft men as one that ferveth,that he might '
leave an example unto thofetbatfhould minifter unto others

in his name, Luke 22.2 j.
3. Befcanfe the worke wherein they are imployed is not
fubjeft to thecommand and authority of men. For men can¬
not command religion,but only perfwade unto it.
'•4. Secaufe the" Lordlinefle of Minifters alienates mens-

,

mindes from their teftimony, becaufe they neither willingly
fubjeft themfelves to fuch as affeft Lordlinefle, and they fuppofe too that thofe men, whom they fee to ftudy their owne
glory and power, do neither look after the'glory of God,nor
the good of the Church.ÿ!'* '.i 3»i~ is
V{e. This may ferveto admonifh all Minifters,to take heed
not only of all affeftation, but alfb all fhew ofLordhnefle.
Now the fe men have a fhew of Lordlinefle, 1 That would
>

.

have
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have others inTome fort to depend upon their authority.
2. Thofe that prefcribe fomething as neccfiary to be believed
or done, which is not taken out of Gods word.. 3 .Thole that
expound the will of God it felfe too imperioufly having n'o
regard to the infirmity of thofe with whom they have to doe.
Doft. 8. Minijiers Jfjould go before the people not onlj in

,

doblrineÿ but in example alfc.
H
This is gathered from verfe 3.
}
ÿBecaiilb
the
called
are
to
feed:
they
flock.with ali
1
Reafon
their ftrerrgthj and therefore they fhould edifie the Church
not only by their words, but by their deeds alio. ••
2. Becaufe a wicked life doth either utterly deflroy their
preaching, or at leaft much weaken it.
3. Becaufe a good example is ofa lingular force.; in that it
fheweth that that very thing may be done, which he preacheth (hould be done,
4. Becaufe it takes away all prejudice out of mens mind?,
and all fufpicion of affe&ing Lordlinefle and vaine glory,
when they fee Minifters ferioufly to do that, which they pro¬
v
.
v
- *,
pound and perfwade others to do.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort, firfl, the Minifters, to la¬
bour to leade ah exemplary life. Secondly, the people,to imi¬
tate the good life of their Minifters, for therefore arc they
propofed as examples. The common vices contrary tothi9
duty, are: 1. That many obferve thofe things only in their
Minifters, which they may carpe at or calumniate, and not
thofe things which they fhould take notice of, with intention
to imitate them. 2. That many imagine that there is a fpeciall kinde of holineflc belonging to Minifters , which others
are not bound to labour for. 3. That many excufe their wic¬
ked conrfes by this pretence, that they are Lay-men , not Ecclefiafticajl or Clergy-men.
' r- ,
Doff. 9. tMinifiersfhculdexpett thejuft rewardoftheir
labour and care,not from men3 butfrom Chrifi. ;
, r5
This is gathered from verfe 4. -.1. . r
Reafon 1. *Z?ecaufe Chrift is the chiefe (hepherd,and Lord
oftheflrck, as it is in the text. . r -f2. Becaufe they muftexpeft many injuries from men, and
thofe good things which .doe happen , are not fiich, orfb

.

.

ÿ

—

ÿ

highly
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highly to be eflecmed of as that they fhould depend upon

,

them.
3. Becaufe they will labour to pleafe him moft.frora whom
they expeft their reward. Now they fhould pleafe Chrift,

rot men.

Vfe. This may ferve to comfort gedly Miniflers againft
thofe troubles, which they finde men to make againft them.
Doft. 10. Their rewardis a crowne ofet emailglory.
Reafon 1. Becaufe glory is the reward of the faithfull for
all kinde of obedience towards God: NowintheMiniftery
there is a fpeciall kinde of obedience.
2. Becaufe thole that did ftrive or ranne lawfully in a race,
there was wont to be a Crownefet before them; fb for thofe
that carry themfelves well in the cxercifeof the Miniftery,
befides the glory common to all the Saints, there is a fpeciall
kinde of addition prepared, which islikc as it were a crown.
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort Miniflers, couragioufly to
contemne all temporary ignominy and difgrace for this
Crowne of cternall glory.
Doft. 11.' This (froveme of glory Jhall be fully given at
camming to judgement.
Chrifs fecond
Vfe. This may ferve to admonifh us,patiently to perfevere
unto the end.
Verfe 5. Like-wife ye younger ,fubmityourfelves unto the elder:
yea} all of you be fubjebl one to another,and be clothedvith
humility :for God reffieth the proud} andgivethgrace to
the humble.
Verfe 6. Humble your felves therefore under the mighty handof
God,that he may exalt you in due time.
AÿJottr C4re ttPon himfor he carethforyou.
Verfe 7.
ÿ

The Analyfis.

"ÿpHe Apoftle havingin the former vetfes defcribed the duty

of the Elders towards the Chutch or the younger for t,and
perfwaded thcia unto it, he doth thcre-hencc cone uds the
duty of the younget towards the ciders by a comparing of
P

things
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things that are alike unto it, as the firli word ofche 5 verfe
fhewes unto us, Likewife. This duty is in generall pointed
out by fubje&ion, which is let forth by the other duty, that
is due not only to the Elders, but alfo to all the members of
the Church, by reafon of that nature which it hath common
with the former ; and it is alfo called fubje&ion in thofe
Words,yea, allot you befubjed enete another. Nowthis fubjeftion as wellunto the Elders as unto all,is firft defcribed what
kinde of fubjeftion it ought to be, to wit, not only outward,
but proceeding from .the inward lubje&ion of the loule unto
God, be clothed with humility. And that it is meant of humi¬
lity towards God may be gathered from verfe 6. Secondly,
He doth perfwade them alio unto this humility : 1 Becaufe
it is an ornament oftheminde; that by the way. 2. From
Gods blefting adjoy ned, which followes thereupon, Godgives
grace unto the humble, which is ilhiftrated by Gods curie con¬
trary thereunto, that falsuponthe proud, God reftfteth the
proud Thirdly, he doth urge and prefle them unto this fubjeftion towards God, verle 6. Humble your ftlves therefore ;
and he Ihewes the proper reafon of this fubje&ion, which is
the mighty hand or omnipotency of God : and withajl hee
explaines that reafon, which he had before propounded'eoncet ning the blcding and grace of God towards the humble,to
wit,that by that grace they (hall be exalted: the time of which
exaltation is marked our, that it fhall be indue time, that hee
may exalt you in due time. In the la 11 place by anticipation of
a clofe, but weighty objc&ion, whereby this fubje&ion is ufually made very difficult, he ffiewes the true manner thereof,
to wit, that it ffiould be joyned with that confidence , which
calls all care upon God, Co that 110 feare or worldly care can.
hinder this fubje&ion, which confidence he doih perfwade
them unto by that effeduall providence which God hath over
the faithfull for their good, verfe 7, at the end. For he careth

.

.

foryou.

The do&rines arifing herehence.
Do&. I. There is the like, duty ofthe people towards their
Tafters, as there is of the Pafters towards the people-.
1his is gathered from verle 5 at the beginning. Likewifeye
younger Now by the younger in this place is chicfely meant
the

.
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the flock, which depends upon the Paftors, becaufo the Pa¬
ftors and Presbyters were for thcmoft partchofen ofthofe
that were elder in age, and therefore the greateft part of (he
flock confifted of younger?. Now their duty is faid to be
like, not for that it is in the fame kinde, that the peoplefhould
guide their Pa ftot s, as the Paftors do gu dethe people,but becaufe there is the like reafbn ofboth their duties.'
Reafon 1. Becaufe the fame God and Lord both of Paftors
& people, hath impofed and prefcribed to both their duties.
2. becaufe that relation which is betwixt the Paftor and
people, requires a mutuall intercourfe of duty.
3. Becaufe the Paftors labour and care is made void, if the
people do not in fome fort anfwer the fame.
4. Becaufe the Paftors care and labour, tending to the falvation of the people, deferves it.
Vfe. This may ferve to reprove thofe that are very curi¬
ous and rigid in exa&ing their Paftors duty when in the
meane time they are nothing carefull of their own dude.
Doft. 2. The duty cfpeople towards their Taflors cenfifls
chiefly infubjeElion.
Reafen i. 2?ecaufe. their Paftors are (et over them in Gods
•
'
,
name.

,

'

1

2. Becaufe faithfull Paftors propound nothing elfe to
themfelves to obferve, but the will of God, whereunto fubje&ion and obedience muft neceflarily be yeelded.
3. Becaufe in the calling of their Paftors, they did either
cxprefly or covertly at Ieaft promife this very thing.
Vfe This may ferve to reprove thofe that come unto Ser¬
mons, as Judges, to play the Criticks, not to fubjedl them¬
felves to the will of God, and fuch as caft offall discipline as

.

an intollerable yoke.
Doft. 3. There is a kindoffubjeption alfo due unto all Chri-

ftiahs.

This is gathered from thefe words , Be yee allfubjett one to
another.
Reafbn 1. Becaufe as occafion (hall ferve, we fhould hum¬
ble our felves to performe the meaneft offices unto our bre¬
thren.
2. becaufe we fhould fubmitour (elves unto the private ad¬
P 2
monitions of otir brethren.
3' ®e"
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3. Bee sufe we Ihould with all patience beare all the infir¬

mities of our brethren.
Vfc This may ferve to reprove the arrogancy and pride of
men, which cannot endure any fuch fubjeftion.
t
.
Duft. 4. Humility is agreat ornament.
Reafon i. Becaufe humility is a fingular vertue, and in
fome fort the foundation ofall the reft.
a. Bccaule it makes as acceptable unto godly men, to
whom in this regard we are made more profitable.
commend us in the fight of GW,
'3. Becauleit dothwegreatly
not only to our fuperiours
are
lubjeft
his
fake
for
when
and equals, but alfo to thofe of the loweft degree.
Vfe. This may ferve to refute all thofe, that fceke for ho¬
nour and reputation by arrogancy ; and fhunne humility as it
were a vile debafing of a mans felfe.
Doft. 5. Cjodrefijletb the proud.
Reafon 1. Becaulc the proud rcfift the will of God.
2. Becaufe they feeke unfitting things, or at leaft not after
'
manner.
'
due
,
a
.
*
from
whatfoever
proceeds
tiirnestothe
pride,
Becaufe
3.
dilhonour ofGod, to whom all fubjeftion is due.
|(
Vfi. This may ferve to condemne proud men.
Doft. 6. Godgivethgrace to the humble.
Reafon i. Bccaule the promile of grace was made to hu¬

.

"

mility.

f

2. becaufe humility
to receive grace.

for

_

.-p..

isthedifpofingand fitting of a man

3. Becaufe only the humble men have a worthy efteeme of
Gods grace.
'
Vfc. This may lerve to exhort us, greatly to labour for hu¬
mility.
Doft. 7. The ftrength andpower of Godjhouldjlirre us up
to fubjeflion towards him.
This is gathered from verle 6 at the beginning.
Reafon j. Becaufe it were madneflc to refill the Almighty.
2. Becaufe Gods omnipotencie is the proteftion of thole
that humble themfelves before him.
Vfi This may lerve to admonifh us, not to fuffer our felves
fo much as in thought to be led away from our obedience to¬
wards

.
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wards God, but from the meditation of Gods omnipotency
and our own infirmity to increafe daily more and more in hu-

firft

.

,
mility.
, „
.
. f
8.
God
will exalt the hurpble indue time.
Do&.
This is gathered from verfc 6 it the end.
'Rtafin i. B*.caufe glory is the reward of obedience.
2. Becaufe they glorifie God, and therefore God will ex¬
alt them according to his promife, Tbofe that honour me9 1
.will

honour* i

'u"

1

"" '

P! 1 'ÿ

exaltation
Vfe. This may ferve to direff us, to feek for true
*jr
by humilitie and fubmillion.
' >r C- "
I
p.
that
hey.
Do&.
humble themfelv'es before God may
fafely, andalfoJbouldcafl all their care upon God.
This is gathered from verle 7.
Reafon 1. Becaule this is Gods covenant , that he will be
alwayes alhfufficicnt unto theol that walke before hirtl.
5
2. Becaufe Go! by a lingular care and providence Watcheth
over thole that have a care of his glory, & leek his kingdome,

'* '

,

as it is in the text, He carethfor you.
yfe. This may ferve to comfort all the godly.',- "becaule
God hath freed them from all care j and they Ihould imbrace
this libertic by true faith, and putting their ttuft'in hi'm, and
r" 1
apply ittothemfelves.
,
,
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Verfe 8. Hefober ,be vigilant :becaufejour adveyfarj the De~
about' peeking whom loemay
Lion walketh
vitl as1 a roaring
:
J ' O
?*
j

1

*

,
dfvsure: .
the
Verfe 9. Whom reftflfledfajlin faith, knowing thatthejame
affli&tons art accomplijhed inyour brethren that are in the
"

'

•r

i

.

4w

.}

\

j.

' •'

''
•world. . ' .
,
.
Verfe 10. But the God of aK gracey who hath cailedus into his
etemail glory by Chrifl Iefiuÿ after that ye havefuffered
a while, wake jot* perfettsfiablifbÿftrcngthen,fettleyou.
Verfc n. To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever
*
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•
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A Commentary upon theJirJt Epjjtle op Peter
r - *
f
,>/
.
;
The. Analyfis.

•

concliifioh of the whole Epiftle, to the foregoing ex¬
i.?,|idÿed one generall one , wkich doth
the fcope ofthe Apoftle, to wit, that
to
neerely
belong
mod
notwithftanding all oppofition, difficulty, and temptation,
they fhould conftantly perfift and go forward in that grace,
which they had received. Now this care is defcribed, i by
tvyo duties, which belong to the due manqer.thereof/ fobernefle, and vigilancy. ». The necelfity. of thefe duties is fhewed by the grievous dangerÿ to which otherwife they fhould be
expofed. And this danger is let forth by the efficient caufe
thereof, the Devill, of whom the Apoftle makes a defcription to that ptirpofe i By the opposition and enmity which
he hath againft us j inrefpe<T whereof he is called, our adverfiary or enemy. 2. By the manner and degree of that enmitie,
that it is j'oyned with cruelty, as ofa roaring Lion. 3. That
befides this cruelty there is over and above in him very great
diligence and greedinefle to do us hurt, in theft words .• fi'kr
tug whom he may devoare. Now the Apoftle gives us warning,
that wp ujpuft ,not yeeld to this enemy and danger which he
threatens us, but refi{Vit,verft 9 at the beginning, which is
nothing elft, but not to fuffer our ftlves to be removed by his
temptations from the grace of God : and the chiefe meanes
of this refinance he.fhewcs to confift in the ftedfaftnefle of our
faith.;.wfhich "faith may 'in,this fefjjp£i; be wonderfully con¬
firmed by the example ofbur brethren in the worldjw ho have
experience of the like affliftions and temptations of Sathan.
Agreeable to this exhortation he addes a prayer verfe io. Be-.
caufe the fuccefle of all our endeavours depends, upon the
.graccandbleffing of Qad s And in this prayer he befeecheth
Gpÿto-ftrengthen. the fait]hfull, andmake them perfeft in all
grace,at the end of the verft, makeyou pcrfeElÿftablijhÿjlrengthen, fettle you. The arguments whereby he confirmcs their
faith that they (hall obtaine this petition, ate two : 1. The
alMufficiencie of the grace of God in it ftlfe, inwhich refpeft
thi? title is given unto God, that he is the Godof all grace.
2. The communicating of this grace in the calling of the
faithfull

FOr

hortations there

A Commentary upon thefirft Epi(lk ofPeter.
faithful], in thefe words : who hath calledjou : the grace of
which Calli ng is (hewed, firft, by the end a nd fcope, that it is,
to partake of the cternall glorie -of God. Secondly, by the
ptincipall caufe, in Chrifl Iefiaf Thirdly, by the condition
that goes before the accompliftiment of this calling, and pro¬
perly belongs to this exhortation of the Apoftle untoconftancie in affliftions, to wit, becairfe we are fo ca!ledjJf»tb external!
glorie, that in the meane time\ve muft fuffef affliftions, after
that ye have fufiereda while, IJrt thelaft'placeupOnoecafion
ofthis prayer he addes a religious doxologie3glQrifying God,
wherein is containedboth the lalVend of that petiti¬
verfe
on, and aconfirmitionOftheiamethatitfhallbeheard ; as
alfo an' indirect exhortation to the faithfull, to bendall their
care -thereunto,- to: glorifie Gods name rcaldy and cffeftuallyj
.£• .fioCI
by perfilling'in the grace of Godn ;iii a
The Doftrinesarifinghere-hence."
hadneed
He vigilant.
We
to
watch
continuallyÿ
Doft.
finne
I.
Becaufe
doth
fteale
and
danger
naturally
Reafon
upon usjif we do not refill it. i-ay n.d.\j ' 1. : *' .r
2. Becaufe we cannot do- ouicduty withodt diligent-care
ancf labour, andt heteineonfidst hema nne r of watching?
3. i?ecaufe ifwe could avoid danger,& obtain ouf'defires,
if we did not feeke it with careand diligence , it wbiuldbeno
>"> -nr s<!j n?,i*
praife to us, nor peace of confidence',
imitate
to
direcÿus,
to
This
ftrve
may
watchmen,
Vfi.
which watch andwardtokeepetheCitie; the like diligence
(hould we u(c in keeping our foules, to examine alfthat goes
in and out, our thoughts affeftions, words,and aft ions, toge¬
ther with the occafions of them, what they are, whence they
came, and whither they tend.
tr. Doft.- 2. . That we may watch as'we ought to dof it is'reejHi¬
red that we fhould be foher. / '! ' iv.i.'j * i . ii3 "•">* H
Now by fobernellc is meant the moderation of our affefti¬
ons touching allworldly things.
Reafon 1. 7?ccau(e the cares of this world do fo burthen
the foule, that they leave no place for fpirituall cares;
2. Becauie the care of the -world doth draw and diftraft
the minde, fo that although ifdoth not altogether exclude
religion, yet it doth diminifli and weaken it.
3. Becaufe
1

4

,119

»

.

A Commentary upon the firji Epijlle of Peter.
3« Bccaufe under the fhewof fome worldly profit,pleafurc,
or honour, we do oftentimes admit of thofe things,which be¬

!
!!ÿ>:••:ÿ
tray and deffroy out foule*.
may fervc toadmonifh us not to drown our felves
o

in the things of this world, but fo to ufe the world, as if we u•
•
fed it not, iÿr.7.31* 1
Doft. 3. We havefuck afpititnailenemy that we hadneed
to watch and wardcont install] aeainfi him.

-

,

Becaufe he is full offpirituall malice and craft.
,h lBccaufe his diligence is anfwerable to his malice.
3. becaufe he is moft cruell , feeking not to bring fomc
finall inconvenience upon us, but Our utter deftruft. on.
VJe. This may fervc toadmonifh us, never to be fecure, but
day and night to be mindfull ofthat danger wherein we are.
Doft. 4. Wemufi couragioufiy refijl the Devill. .j ttq
T his is gathered from verfe 9.
:•
Reafon 1. 2?ecaufe he is fuch an enemy, that we can make
no peace or league with him'.
a. becaufe they which yeeld unto the devill give themfelves up into his hands, as being overcome.
3. fBecaufe the courage of our mindc to refill isa great pare
,1
of fpirituall viftory.
I: .» < v
hi , - •«>
Vfe. This may ferve to exhort us, to ftrengthen our mindes
inall things to make this refiftence.
Doft. 5.- The chiefe power of refifing. conftfis inafiedfafi

Reafon

1.

-

ÿ

/ÿ

-

_

ÿ

ÿ

ÿ

;
:r
faith.
a: This is gathered from thefe words, Whom refiftfedfaFl in
the faith.
' '

Reafon

1.

"

J

1

becaufe faith Iayes holdupon Chrift who over-.

came the devill, and in him they lay hold of viftory it fclfe.
2. becaufe faith Iaies hold of the truth of all thepromifes,

whereby the foule is invincibly fortified.
3. becaufe faith, feeing it is the foundation of all grace, if
it be flirred up and ftrengthened, it confirmcs and ftrcngthens
alio all the other vertue?.
Vfe This may ferve todircftus, to have a fpeciallcare to

.

raife and build up our faith.
iu r y ; li
Doft. 6. The examples of other heleeversdoe maketnneh
for the confirmation ofourfaith inafflittions & other temptations.

Reafon
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Reafon j. Becaule thercby.it appeares that luch couflidls
are uoteontrarie to faith and pierie.
2. Becaule therehence we have a cloud of witnefles to
fliew, that at length we fliall obtaine the viftorie by faith.
Vfc. This may ferve to direft us, to ftablifh our mindes
more and more by luch medications.

,

Doft. 7. Ail thofe things which we defire , eitherfor our
[elves orfor ethers untofalvation, we rstuji aske of(joi.

This is gathered from verfe to, compared with the foregoingverfe. For all thole things which the Apoftle had before
required of the faithful!, he doth now at the end ofthe Epiftle
in their name crave of God, and he askesitwith difcretion,

as appeares by that particle, But as ifheftould have laid,
Although all thele thing9 which Ihave propofed unto you
by way of admonition, exhortation, ana conlolation , are
duties which you ought neceflarily to do yet it is not to be
expe&ed, that you (hold accompliih it by your own ftrength:

,

do therefore call upon God, (which youlikewift Ihould alI
wayes do) that he would increalc his grace more and more in
you,whereby you may receive both to will and to do allthele

things*

Reafon

good.

1.

Becaule of our lelves we can doe nothing that is

2. Becaule in fuch like purpoles and endeavours we are let¬
ted and hindred by divers temptations, and fuch as arc molt
ftrong through our i-nfirmitie.
3. Secaulc all our Ipiritualllife proceeds from God, and
of him ftiould wc aske it.
Vfc 1. This may lerve to admonilh us, not to reft in good
purpofes and intentions, but alwayes to feckc for grace from
God, to accompliih the lame happily.
2. To direft U3,when we reade, heare, and meditate upon
Gods word, to water it, as it were, with our prayers, that it
may be fruitfull.
Note. By fuch conclufions of the Apoftlcs , wherein
they do clofe up their Doftrine with prayer, the Minilters efpecially are warned and admonifhed, after their Sermons to
defire God to give both thcrafclvcs and the people grace to
obfervc
Q_

Ij >
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obfervethofc things,which they have learned in the Sermon ;
and others alfo are admonilhcd diligently and earneftly to
feek the fame, both in publick with the Minifter, and in pri¬
vate by themfelves.

Doft. 8. iVefund in needof manifoldgrace.
As it is fet forth by divers words in the text : Make perfett,
ftabltflo, jlrcngthen, fettle which may be thus diftinguilhed,
that to make perfeB is to addethofe degrees of grace, which
are yet wanting : to flablijh is to protett and defend from
temptations and dangers :tofirengthen is togive inward pow¬
er and ftrength : and to fettle, is to fallen the root it fclfeof
grace more and more.
Reafon i. RecauCe all thofc good things which we have.,
we have but in part.
2 Eecaule we are alfaulced by contintiall temptations.. and
are over and above prone to revolt.
3. Becaule great and manifold is that perfc&ion, whereun-

,

,

.

to we are

called.

pf\ This may ferve to admonith us , not to reft in the be¬
ginning?, but by much prayer to aske much grace of God.
Dotfl. 9. Godis thefountaim andauthor of allgrace.

,

For this title is given unto God in this place becatile it is
moft agreeable to the petition for manifold grace. For Holy
Men in their prayers lay hold of that inGod, and propole
thofe tides of God unto themfebes, which make molt for the
furtheranceof thofe prayers which they make.
Reafon 1, 7?ecaule God hath in himfelfe infinite riches of

grace.
2 Becaufe grace is not given but by grace, and not for any
merit of our own.
3. Becaufe every degree and all kinde of grace i3 revealed
and exhibited unto us by God in the Gofpell.
Vfe 1. This may ferve to direct us tobuildupourlelves
in this beliefeofGods grace.
2. To admonifh us, not fo to reft in that grace which we
Save received, as if there were nothing farther to be looked
after
j

t
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after, becaufe God is God not of this or that particular grace,

135

,
butofallgrace.
D.£b :lO, The chifeeffctt of fbUgr*cetw}iicbisinus u
>
o»r culling. tj \
R'ufon r. Becaufe before our calling we lye in finne and
fpirituall death,
2. Becaufe by our calling we come to the hope ofeternall
glory; who hath calledyou intohu eternallglory it is in the

.

text.

3, Becaufe in our calling wee are ingrafted into Jefus
Chrift, that by him we are brought unto this glory, who
hath called you unto eternallglory in lefts Chrifi, as it is in the

Vfe i. This may fervetoadmonifhus, to labour to make
pur effeftuall calling more and more fare. *
2. To exhort us, to give God all the thankes for this cal¬
ling, and to leade a lifeanfwerable thereunto, which feemes to
be aimed at in the text,w~.that for thiseternall glory where-

we are called, we fhould.contcmne all worldly things,
• ®
whether good or evill. , r
.

unto

'

The fufferings of this life art net repugnant to
the comfort ofthisglory.
Reafon 1. Becaufe we fufFer but a while :for although the
time of affli&ion may feeme long, yet it is but fhorc, if it be
compared either with eternall death, which the wicked fhall
faffer, and wc have deferved ; or with eternall glory whereunto we arc called.
i. Becaufe thefe affliftions are the way, whereby accord¬
ing to Gods wil we come unto glory.
3. Becaufe glory it felfe appcares the more glorious for
the affli&ions going before.
Vfe. This may fervc to comfort us again ft all the fufferings
of this life.
Do&. 12. For this grace ofGod we fhould give all glo*
ry unto God.
This is gathered from verfe 11.
Doft.

11.

Qÿ2

Reafon 1.

,

.
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Irafon I. Becaufe therein confifts our thankfulneffc.
2. ZJecaufe therein alfoeonfifts the perfeftion of the work

i
34

of grace.
Vft> This may ferve to admonifh us, not to give place to
luke-warmeneffe, but to make fuch high reckoning of the
laving grace of God, that upon every mentioning thereof our
mindes Ihould be flirredup fincerely toglorifiethenameof
God, and alwayes endeavour fo to do.
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